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     Tips for Bible Art Journaling
Use the right pen – Look for a pen designed for Bible journaling 

to minimize bleed through and tears. There are many options 
available in a rainbow of colors. Or, try your hands at colored 
pencils for a great alternative to pens.

Practice on scrap paper – Learn key factors like spacing and ink 
drying time before you make your mark on your Bible. This 
booklet is perfect for practice.

Use back pages – When you get comfortable and want to move 
to Bible paper, try the pages in the back to help build your 
confidence.

Integrate Washi Tape – Just a little tape under favorite verses and 
around the edge ads a lot of interest to the pages.

Peel and stick – You name it, there is a sticker for it. From letters and 
pictures, to shapes, ribbons and designs. You don’t have to be an 
accomplished artist to brighten your pages with stickers.

Stencil and stamp – Just like stickers, there are endless options in 
these categories to enhance your Bible without having an art 
degree.

Appreciate the paper – Use the translucency to your advantage by 
tracing your favorite images directly onto the Bible paper. 

Get Inspired – Reflect on the designs found in NIV Beautiful Word 
Bible or your favorite verse art to help spark ideas.

Don’t stress about mistakes – You will make them – learn from 
them and let go of perfectionism!

Disclaimer: The paper in this sample canvas is for practice and does not 
represent true Bible paper. 



 across the  stream, he sent over all his pos ses sions. 24 So Ja cob was left  alone, and 
a man wres tled with him till day break. 25 When the man saw that he  could not 
over pow er him, he  touched the sock et of Ja cob’s hip so that his hip was  wrenched 
as he wres tled with the man. 26 Then the man said, “Let me go, for it is day break.”

But Ja cob re plied, “I will not let you go un less you  bless me.”
27 The man  asked him, “What is your name?”
“Ja cob,” he an swered.
28 Then the man said, “Your name will no lon ger be Ja cob, but Is ra el, a be cause 

you have strug gled with God and with hu mans and have over come.”
29 Ja cob said, “Please tell me your name.”
But he re plied, “Why do you ask my name?” Then he  blessed him there.
30 So Ja cob  called the  place Pe ni el, b say ing, “It is be cause I saw God face to 

face, and yet my life was spared.”
31 The sun rose  above him as he  passed Pe ni el, c and he was limp ing be cause of 

his hip. 32 There fore to this day the Is ra el ites do not eat the ten don at tached to the 
sock et of the hip, be cause the sock et of Ja cob’s hip was  touched near the ten don.

Jacob Meets Esau

33 Ja cob  looked up and  there was Esau, com ing with his four hun dred men; 
so he di vid ed the chil dren  among Leah, Ra chel and the two fe male ser

vants. 2 He put the fe male ser vants and  their chil dren in  front, Leah and her chil
dren next, and Ra chel and Jo seph in the rear. 3 He him self went on  ahead and 
 bowed down to the  ground sev en  times as he ap proached his broth er.

4 But Esau ran to meet Ja cob and em braced him; he  threw his arms  around his 
neck and  kissed him. And they wept. 5 Then Esau  looked up and saw the wom en 
and chil dren. “Who are  these with you?” he asked.

Ja cob an swered, “They are the chil dren God has gra cious ly giv en your ser
vant.”

6 Then the fe male ser vants and  their chil dren ap proached and  bowed down. 
7 Next, Leah and her chil dren came and  bowed down. Last of all came Jo seph and 
Ra chel, and they too  bowed down.

8 Esau  asked, “What’s the meaning of all  these  flocks and  herds I met?”
“To find fa vor in your eyes, my lord,” he said.
9 But Esau said, “I al ready have plen ty, my broth er. Keep what you have for 

your self.”
10 “No,  please!” said Ja cob. “If I have  found fa vor in your eyes, ac cept this gift 

from me. For to see your face is like see ing the face of God, now that you have 
re ceived me fa vor ably. 11 Please ac cept the pres ent that was  brought to you, for 
God has been gra cious to me and I have all I need.” And be cause Ja cob in sist ed, 
Esau ac cept ed it.

12 Then Esau said, “Let us be on our way; I’ll ac com pa ny you.”
13 But Ja cob said to him, “My lord  knows that the chil dren are ten der and that 

I must care for the ewes and cows that are nurs ing  their  young. If they are driv
en hard just one day, all the an i mals will die. 14 So let my lord go on  ahead of his 
ser vant,  while I move  along slow ly at the pace of the  flocks and  herds be fore me 
and the pace of the chil dren, un til I come to my lord in Seir.”

15 Esau said, “Then let me  leave some of my men with you.”
“But why do that?” Ja cob  asked. “Just let me find fa vor in the eyes of my lord.”
16 So that day Esau start ed on his way back to Seir. 17 Ja cob, how ev er, went to 

Suk koth,  where he  built a  place for him self and made shel ters for his live stock. 
That is why the  place is  called Suk koth. d

18 Af ter Ja cob came from Pad dan Aram, e he ar rived safe ly at the city of She
chem in Ca naan and  camped with in  sight of the city. 19 For a hun dred piec es 

a 28 Israel probably means he struggles with God.    b 30 Peniel means face of God.    
c 31 Hebrew Penuel, a variant of Peniel    d 17 Sukkoth means shelters.    e 18 That is, 
Northwest Mesopotamia    

of sil ver, a he  bought from the sons of Ha mor, the fa ther of She chem, the plot 
of  ground  where he  pitched his tent. 20 There he set up an al tar and  called it El 
Elo he Is ra el. b

Dinah and the Shechemites

34 Now Di nah, the daugh ter Leah had  borne to Ja cob, went out to vis it the 
wom en of the land. 2 When She chem son of Ha mor the Hi vite, the rul er 

of that area, saw her, he took her and  raped her. 3 His  heart was  drawn to Di nah 
daugh ter of Ja cob; he  loved the  young wom an and  spoke ten der ly to her. 4 And 
She chem said to his fa ther Ha mor, “Get me this girl as my wife.”

5 When Ja cob  heard that his daugh ter Di nah had been de filed, his sons were 
in the  fields with his live stock; so he did noth ing  about it un til they came home.

6 Then She chem’s fa ther Ha mor went out to talk with Ja cob. 7 Mean while, Ja
cob’s sons had come in from the  fields as soon as they  heard what had hap pened. 
They were  shocked and fu ri ous, be cause She chem had done an out ra geous  thing 
in c Is ra el by sleep ing with Ja cob’s daugh ter —  a  thing that  should not be done.

8 But Ha mor said to them, “My son She chem has his  heart set on your daugh
ter.  Please give her to him as his wife. 9 In ter mar ry with us; give us your daugh
ters and take our daugh ters for your selves. 10 You can set tle  among us; the land is 
open to you. Live in it,  trade d in it, and ac quire prop er ty in it.”

11 Then She chem said to Di nah’s fa ther and broth ers, “Let me find fa vor in 
your eyes, and I will give you what ev er you ask. 12 Make the  price for the  bride 
and the gift I am to  bring as  great as you like, and I’ll pay what ev er you ask me. 
Only give me the  young wom an as my wife.”

13 Be cause  their sis ter Di nah had been de filed, Ja cob’s sons re plied de ceit ful ly 
as they  spoke to She chem and his fa ther Ha mor. 14 They said to them, “We  can’t 
do such a  thing; we  can’t give our sis ter to a man who is not cir cum cised. That 
 would be a dis grace to us. 15 We will en ter into an agree ment with you on one 
con di tion only: that you be come like us by cir cum cis ing all your  males. 16 Then 
we will give you our daugh ters and take your daugh ters for our selves.  We’ll set
tle  among you and be come one peo ple with you. 17 But if you will not  agree to be 
cir cum cised,  we’ll take our sis ter and go.”

18 Their pro pos al  seemed good to Ha mor and his son She chem. 19 The  young 
man, who was the most hon ored of all his fa ther’s fam i ly, lost no time in do ing 
what they said, be cause he was de light ed with Ja cob’s daugh ter. 20 So Ha mor and 
his son She chem went to the gate of  their city to  speak to the men of  their city. 
21 “These men are friend ly to ward us,” they said. “Let them live in our land and 
 trade in it; the land has plen ty of room for them. We can mar ry  their daugh ters 
and they can mar ry ours. 22 But the men will  agree to live with us as one peo ple 
only on the con di tion that our  males be cir cum cised, as they them selves are. 
23 Won’t  their live stock,  their prop er ty and all  their oth er an i mals be come ours? 
So let us  agree to  their  terms, and they will set tle  among us.”

24 All the men who went out of the city gate  agreed with Ha mor and his son 
She chem, and ev ery male in the city was cir cum cised.

25 Three days lat er,  while all of them were  still in pain, two of Ja cob’s sons, Sim
e on and Levi, Di nah’s broth ers, took  their  swords and at tacked the un sus pect ing 
city, kill ing ev ery male. 26 They put Ha mor and his son She chem to the  sword 
and took Di nah from She chem’s  house and left. 27 The sons of Ja cob came upon 
the dead bod ies and loot ed the city  where e  their sis ter had been de filed. 28 They 
 seized  their  f locks and  herds and don keys and ev ery thing else of  theirs in the 
city and out in the  fields. 29 They car ried off all  their  wealth and all  their wom en 
and chil dren, tak ing as plun der ev ery thing in the hous es.

30 Then Ja cob said to Sim e on and Levi, “You have  brought trou ble on me by 

a 19 Hebrew hundred kesitahs; a kesitah was a unit of money of unknown weight and  
value.    b 20 El Elohe Israel can mean El is the God of Israel or mighty is the God of Israel.    
c 7 Or against    d 10 Or move about freely; also in verse 21    e 27 Or because    
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mak ing me ob nox ious to the Ca naan ites and Per iz zites, the peo ple liv ing in this 
land. We are few in num ber, and if they join forc es  against me and at tack me, I 
and my house hold will be de stroyed.”

31 But they re plied, “Should he have treat ed our sis ter like a pros ti tute?”

Jacob Returns to Bethel

35 Then God said to Ja cob, “Go up to Beth el and set tle  there, and  build an 
al tar  there to God, who ap peared to you when you were flee ing from your 

broth er Esau.”
2 So Ja cob said to his house hold and to all who were with him, “Get rid of the 

for eign gods you have with you, and pu ri fy your selves and  change your  clothes. 
3 Then come, let us go up to Beth el,  where I will  build an al tar to God, who an
swered me in the day of my dis tress and who has been with me wher ev er I have 
gone.” 4 So they gave Ja cob all the for eign gods they had and the  rings in  their 
ears, and Ja cob bur ied them un der the oak at She chem. 5 Then they set out, and 
the ter ror of God fell on the  towns all  around them so that no one pur sued them.

6 Ja cob and all the peo ple with him came to Luz (that is, Beth el) in the land of 
Ca naan. 7 There he  built an al tar, and he  called the  place El Beth el, a be cause it 
was  there that God re vealed him self to him when he was flee ing from his  broth er.

8 Now Deb o rah, Re bek ah’s  nurse, died and was bur ied un der the oak out side 
Beth el. So it was  named Al lon Bak uth. b

9 Af ter Ja cob re turned from Pad dan Aram, c God ap peared to him  again and 
 blessed him. 10 God said to him, “Your name is Ja cob, d but you will no lon ger be 
 called Ja cob; your name will be Is ra el. e ” So he  named him Is ra el.

11 And God said to him, “I am God Al mighty f ; be fruit ful and in crease in num
ber. A na tion and a com mu ni ty of na tions will come from you, and  kings will be 
 among your de scen dants. 12 The land I gave to Abra ham and  Isaac I also give to 
you, and I will give this land to your de scen dants af ter you.” 13 Then God went up 
from him at the  place  where he had  talked with him.

14 Ja cob set up a  stone pil lar at the  place  where God had  talked with him, and 
he  poured out a  drink of fer ing on it; he also  poured oil on it. 15 Ja cob  called the 
 place  where God had  talked with him Beth el. g

The Deaths of Rachel and Isaac
16 Then they  moved on from Beth el.  While they were  still some dis tance from 

Eph rath, Ra chel be gan to give  birth and had  great dif fi cul ty. 17 And as she was 
hav ing  great dif fi cul ty in child birth, the mid wife said to her, “Don’t de spair, 
for you have an oth er son.” 18 As she  breathed her last —  for she was dy ing —  she 
 named her son BenOni. h But his fa ther  named him Ben ja min. i

19 So Ra chel died and was bur ied on the way to Eph rath (that is, Beth le hem). 
20 Over her tomb Ja cob set up a pil lar, and to this day that pil lar  marks Ra chel’s 
tomb.

21 Is ra el  moved on  again and  pitched his tent be yond Mig dal Eder. 22 While 
Is ra el was liv ing in that re gion, Reu ben went in and  slept with his fa ther’s con
cu bine Bil hah, and Is ra el  heard of it.

Ja cob had  twelve sons:
 23 The sons of Leah:
  Reu ben the first born of Ja cob,
  Sim e on, Levi, Ju dah, Is sa char and Zeb u lun.
 24 The sons of Ra chel:
  Jo seph and Ben ja min.

a 7 El Bethel means God of Bethel.    b 8 Allon Bakuth means oak of weeping.    c 9 That is, 
Northwest Mesopotamia; also in verse 26    d 10 Jacob means he grasps the heel, a Hebrew 
idiom for he deceives.    e 10 Israel probably means he struggles with God.    f 11 Hebrew  
El-Shaddai    g 15 Bethel means house of God.    h 18 Ben-Oni means son of my trouble.    
i 18 Benjamin means son of my right hand.    

 25 The sons of Ra chel’s ser vant Bil hah:
  Dan and Naph ta li.
 26 The sons of Le ah’s ser vant Zil pah:
  Gad and Ash er.

These were the sons of Ja cob, who were born to him in Pad dan Aram.
27 Ja cob came home to his fa ther  Isaac in Mam re, near Kir i ath Arba (that is, 

He bron),  where Abra ham and  Isaac had  stayed. 28 Isaac  lived a hun dred and 
 eighty  years. 29 Then he  breathed his last and died and was gath ered to his peo
ple, old and full of  years. And his sons Esau and Ja cob bur ied him.

Esau’s Descendants

36 This is the ac count of the fam i ly line of Esau (that is, Edom).

2 Esau took his  wives from the wom en of Ca naan: Adah daugh ter of Elon 
the Hit tite, and Ohol i ba mah daugh ter of Anah and grand daugh ter of Zib e
on the Hi vite —   3 also Bas e math daugh ter of Ish ma el and sis ter of Ne ba ioth.

4 Adah bore El i phaz to Esau, Bas e math bore Reu el, 5 and Ohol i ba mah 
bore Je ush, Ja lam and Ko rah.  These were the sons of Esau, who were born 
to him in Ca naan.

6 Esau took his  wives and sons and daugh ters and all the mem bers of 
his house hold, as well as his live stock and all his oth er an i mals and all 
the  goods he had ac quired in Ca naan, and  moved to a land some dis tance 
from his broth er Ja cob. 7 Their pos ses sions were too  great for them to re
main to geth er; the land  where they were stay ing  could not sup port them 
both be cause of  their live stock. 8 So Esau (that is, Edom) set tled in the hill 
coun try of Seir.
9 This is the ac count of the fam i ly line of Esau the fa ther of the Edom ites in the 

hill coun try of Seir.

 10 These are the  names of  Esau’s sons:
  El i phaz, the son of  Esau’s wife Adah, and Reu el, the son of  Esau’s wife 

Bas e math.
 11 The sons of El i phaz:
  Te man, Omar, Ze pho, Ga tam and Ke naz.
 12 Esau’s son El i phaz also had a con cu bine  named Tim na, who bore him 

Am a lek.  These were grand sons of  Esau’s wife Adah.
 13 The sons of Reu el:
  Na hath, Ze rah, Sham mah and Miz zah.  These were grand sons of  Esau’s 

wife Bas e math.
 14 The sons of  Esau’s wife Ohol i ba mah daugh ter of Anah and grand daugh ter 

of Zib e on, whom she bore to Esau:
  Je ush, Ja lam and Ko rah.

15 These were the  chiefs  among  Esau’s de scen dants:
  The sons of El i phaz the first born of Esau:
  Chiefs Te man, Omar, Ze pho, Ke naz, 16 Ko rah, a Ga tam and Am a lek. 

 These were the  chiefs de scend ed from El i phaz in Edom; they were 
grand sons of Adah.

 17 The sons of  Esau’s son Reu el:
  Chiefs Na hath, Ze rah, Sham mah and Miz zah.  These were the  chiefs de

scend ed from Reu el in Edom; they were grand sons of  Esau’s wife Bas e
math.

 18 The sons of  Esau’s wife Ohol i ba mah:
  Chiefs Je ush, Ja lam and Ko rah.  These were the  chiefs de scend ed from 

 Esau’s wife Ohol i ba mah daugh ter of Anah.
19 These were the sons of Esau (that is, Edom), and  these were  their chiefs.

a 16 Masoretic Text; Samaritan Pentateuch (also verse 11 and 1 Chron. 1:36) does not have Korah.    

GENESIS 36:19  |  4342  |  GENESIS 34:31
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The Death of Joseph
22 Jo seph  stayed in  Egypt,  along with all his fa ther’s fam i ly. He  lived a hun

dred and ten  years 23 and saw the  third gen er a tion of Ephra im’s chil dren. Also 
the chil dren of Ma kir son of Ma nas seh were  placed at  birth on Jo seph’s knees. a

24 Then Jo seph said to his broth ers, “I am  about to die. But God will sure ly 
come to your aid and take you up out of this land to the land he prom ised on oath 
to Abra ham,  Isaac and Ja cob.” 25 And Jo seph made the Is ra el ites  swear an oath 
and said, “God will sure ly come to your aid, and then you must car ry my  bones 
up from this place.”

26 So Jo seph died at the age of a hun dred and ten. And af ter they em balmed 
him, he was  placed in a cof fin in Egypt.

a 23 That is, were counted as his    

GEnESIS 50:26  |  63
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 17 My breath is offensive to my wife;
  I am loathsome to my own family.
 18 Even the little boys scorn me;
  when I appear, they ridicule me.
 19 All my intimate friends detest me;
  those I love have turned against me.
 20 I am nothing but skin and bones;
  I have escaped only by the skin of my teeth. a

 21 “Have pity on me, my friends, have pity,
  for the hand of God has struck me.
 22 Why do you pursue me as God does?
  Will you never get enough of my flesh?

 23 “Oh, that my words were recorded,
  that they were written on a scroll,
 24 that they were inscribed with an iron tool on b lead,
  or engraved in rock forever!
 25 I know that my redeemer c lives,
  and that in the end he will stand on the earth. d

 26 And after my skin has been destroyed,
  yet e in f my flesh I will see God;
 27 I myself will see him
  with my own eyes —  I, and not another.
  How my heart yearns within me!

 28 “If you say, ‘How we will hound him,
  since the root of the trouble lies in him, g ’
 29 you should fear the sword yourselves;
  for wrath will bring punishment by the sword,
  and then you will know that there is judgment. h ”

Zophar

20 Then Zo phar the Na a ma thite re plied:

 2 “My troubled thoughts prompt me to answer
  because I am greatly disturbed.
 3 I hear a rebuke that dishonors me,
  and my understanding inspires me to reply.

 4 “Surely you know how it has been from of old,
  ever since mankind i was placed on the earth,
 5 that the mirth of the wicked is brief,
  the joy of the godless lasts but a moment.
 6 Though the pride of the godless person reaches to the  

heavens
  and his head touches the clouds,
 7 he will perish forever, like his own dung;
  those who have seen him will say, ‘Where is he?’
 8 Like a dream he flies away, no more to be found,
  banished like a vision of the night.
 9 The eye that saw him will not see him again;
  his place will look on him no more.
 10 His children must make amends to the poor;
  his own hands must give back his wealth.

a 20 Or only by my gums    b 24 Or and    c 25 Or vindicator    d 25 Or on my grave    
e 26 Or And after I awake, / though this body has been destroyed, / then    f 26 Or destroyed, / 
apart from    g 28 Many Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint and Vulgate; most Hebrew 
manuscripts me    h 29 Or sword, / that you may come to know the Almighty    i 4 Or Adam    

 12 Calamity is hungry for him;
  disaster is ready for him when he falls.
 13 It eats away parts of his skin;
  death’s firstborn devours his limbs.
 14 He is torn from the security of his tent
  and marched off to the king of terrors.
 15 Fire resides a in his tent;
  burning sulfur is scattered over his dwelling.
 16 His roots dry up below
  and his branches wither above.
 17 The memory of him perishes from the earth;
  he has no name in the land.
 18 He is driven from light into the realm of darkness
  and is banished from the world.
 19 He has no offspring or descendants among his people,
  no survivor where once he lived.
 20 People of the west are appalled at his fate;
  those of the east are seized with horror.
 21 Surely such is the dwelling of an evil man;
  such is the place of one who does not know God.”

Job

19 Then Job re plied:

 2 “How long will you torment me
  and crush me with words?
 3 Ten times now you have reproached me;
  shamelessly you attack me.
 4 If it is true that I have gone astray,
  my error remains my concern alone.
 5 If indeed you would exalt yourselves above me
  and use my humiliation against me,
 6 then know that God has wronged me
  and drawn his net around me.

 7 “Though I cry, ‘Violence!’ I get no response;
  though I call for help, there is no justice.
 8 He has blocked my way so I cannot pass;
  he has shrouded my paths in darkness.
 9 He has stripped me of my honor
  and removed the crown from my head.
 10 He tears me down on every side till I am gone;
  he uproots my hope like a tree.
 11 His anger burns against me;
  he counts me among his enemies.
 12 His troops advance in force;
  they build a siege ramp against me
  and encamp around my tent.

 13 “He has alienated my family from me;
  my acquaintances are completely estranged from me.
 14 My relatives have gone away;
  my closest friends have forgotten me.
 15 My guests and my female servants count me a foreigner;
  they look on me as on a stranger.
 16 I summon my servant, but he does not answer,
  though I beg him with my own mouth.

a 15 Or Nothing he had remains    

JOb 20:10  |  561560  |  JOb 18:12
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 7 Why do the wicked live on,
  growing old and increasing in power?
 8 They see their children established around them,
  their offspring before their eyes.
 9 Their homes are safe and free from fear;
  the rod of God is not on them.
 10 Their bulls never fail to breed;
  their cows calve and do not miscarry.
 11 They send forth their children as a flock;
  their little ones dance about.
 12 They sing to the music of timbrel and lyre;
  they make merry to the sound of the pipe.
 13 They spend their years in prosperity
  and go down to the grave in peace. a

 14 Yet they say to God, ‘Leave us alone!
  We have no desire to know your ways.
 15 Who is the Almighty, that we should serve him?
  What would we gain by praying to him?’
 16 But their prosperity is not in their own hands,
  so I stand aloof from the plans of the wicked.

 17 “Yet how often is the lamp of the wicked snuffed out?
  How often does calamity come upon them,
  the fate God allots in his anger?
 18 How often are they like straw before the wind,
  like chaff swept away by a gale?
 19 It is said, ‘God stores up the punishment of the wicked for their children.’
  Let him repay the wicked, so that they themselves will experience it!
 20 Let their own eyes see their destruction;
  let them drink the cup of the wrath of the Almighty.
 21 For what do they care about the families they leave behind
  when their allotted months come to an end?

 22 “Can anyone teach knowledge to God,
  since he judges even the highest?
 23 One person dies in full vigor,
  completely secure and at ease,
 24 well nourished in body, b

  bones rich with marrow.
 25 Another dies in bitterness of soul,
  never having enjoyed anything good.
 26 Side by side they lie in the dust,
  and worms cover them both.

 27 “I know full well what you are thinking,
  the schemes by which you would wrong me.
 28 You say, ‘Where now is the house of the great,
  the tents where the wicked lived?’
 29 Have you never questioned those who travel?
  Have you paid no regard to their accounts —  
 30 that the wicked are spared from the day of calamity,
  that they are delivered from c the day of wrath?
 31 Who denounces their conduct to their face?
  Who repays them for what they have done?
 32 They are carried to the grave,
  and watch is kept over their tombs.

a 13 Or in an instant    b 24 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain.    
c 30 Or wicked are reserved for the day of calamity, / that they are brought forth to    

 11 The youthful vigor that fills his bones
  will lie with him in the dust.

 12 “Though evil is sweet in his mouth
  and he hides it under his tongue,
 13 though he cannot bear to let it go
  and lets it linger in his mouth,
 14 yet his food will turn sour in his stomach;
  it will become the venom of serpents within him.
 15 He will spit out the riches he swallowed;
  God will make his stomach vomit them up.
 16 He will suck the poison of serpents;
  the fangs of an adder will kill him.
 17 He will not enjoy the streams,
  the rivers flowing with honey and cream.
 18 What he toiled for he must give back uneaten;
  he will not enjoy the profit from his trading.
 19 For he has oppressed the poor and left them destitute;
  he has seized houses he did not build.

 20 “Surely he will have no respite from his craving;
  he cannot save himself by his treasure.
 21 Nothing is left for him to devour;
  his prosperity will not endure.
 22 In the midst of his plenty, distress will overtake him;
  the full force of misery will come upon him.
 23 When he has filled his belly,
  God will vent his burning anger against him
  and rain down his blows on him.
 24 Though he flees from an iron weapon,
  a bronze-tipped arrow pierces him.
 25 He pulls it out of his back,
  the gleaming point out of his liver.
  Terrors will come over him;
 26 total darkness lies in wait for his treasures.
  A fire unfanned will consume him
  and devour what is left in his tent.
 27 The heavens will expose his guilt;
  the earth will rise up against him.
 28 A flood will carry off his house,
  rushing waters a on the day of God’s wrath.
 29 Such is the fate God allots the wicked,
  the heritage appointed for them by God.”

Job

21 Then Job re plied:

 2 “Listen carefully to my words;
  let this be the consolation you give me.
 3 Bear with me while I speak,
  and after I have spoken, mock on.

 4 “Is my complaint directed to a human being?
  Why should I not be impatient?
 5 Look at me and be appalled;
  clap your hand over your mouth.
 6 When I think about this, I am terrified;
  trembling seizes my body.

a 28 Or The possessions in his house will be carried off, / washed away    
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proph et ess, and she con ceived and gave  birth to a son. And the Lord said to me, 
“Name him Ma her-Shal al-Hash-Baz. 4 For be fore the boy  knows how to say ‘My 
fa ther’ or ‘My moth er,’ the  wealth of Da mas cus and the plun der of Sa mar ia will 
be car ried off by the king of As syr ia.”

5 The Lord  spoke to me again:

 6 “Because this people has rejected
  the gently flowing waters of Shiloah
  and rejoices over Rezin
  and the son of Remaliah,
 7 therefore the Lord is about to bring against them
  the mighty floodwaters of the Euphrates —  
  the king of Assyria with all his pomp.
  It will overflow all its channels,
  run over all its banks
 8 and sweep on into Judah, swirling over it,
  passing through it and reaching up to the neck.
  Its outspread wings will cover the breadth of your land,
  Immanuel a !”

 9 Raise the war cry, b you nations, and be shattered!
  Listen, all you distant lands.
  Prepare for battle, and be shattered!
  Prepare for battle, and be shattered!
 10 Devise your strategy, but it will be thwarted;
  propose your plan, but it will not stand,
  for God is with us. c

11 This is what the Lord says to me with his  strong hand upon me, warn ing me 
not to fol low the way of this peo ple:

 12 “Do not call conspiracy
  everything this people calls a conspiracy;
  do not fear what they fear,
  and do not dread it.
 13 The Lord Almighty is the one you are to regard  

as holy,
  he is the one you are to fear,
  he is the one you are to dread.
 14 He will be a holy place;
  for both Israel and Judah he will be
  a stone that causes people to stumble
  and a rock that makes them fall.
  And for the people of Jerusalem he will be
  a trap and a snare.
 15 Many of them will stumble;
  they will fall and be broken,
  they will be snared and captured.”

 16 Bind up this testimony of warning
  and seal up God’s instruction among my disciples.
 17 I will wait for the Lord,
  who is hiding his face from the descendants  

of Jacob.
  I will put my trust in him.

18 Here am I, and the chil dren the Lord has giv en me. We are  signs and sym-
bols in Is ra el from the Lord Al mighty, who  dwells on  Mount Zion.

a 8 Immanuel means God with us.    b 9 Or Do your worst    c 10 Hebrew Immanuel    

The Darkness Turns to Light
19 When some one  tells you to con sult me di ums and spir it ists, who whis per 

and mut ter,  should not a peo ple in quire of  their God? Why con sult the dead on 
be half of the liv ing? 20 Con sult  God’s in struc tion and the tes ti mo ny of warn ing. If 
any one does not  speak ac cord ing to this word, they have no  light of dawn. 21 Dis-
tressed and hun gry, they will roam  through the land; when they are fam ished, 
they will be come en raged and, look ing up ward, will  curse  their king and  their 
God. 22 Then they will look to ward the  earth and see only dis tress and dark ness 
and fear ful  gloom, and they will be  thrust into ut ter dark ness.

9a Nev er the less,  there will be no more  gloom for  those who were in dis tress. 
In the past he hum bled the land of Zeb u lun and the land of Naph ta li, but 

in the fu ture he will hon or Gal i lee of the na tions, by the Way of the Sea, be yond 
the Jor dan —  

 2 The people walking in darkness
  have seen a great light;
  on those living in the land of deep darkness
  a light has dawned.
 3 You have enlarged the nation
  and increased their joy;
  they rejoice before you
  as people rejoice at the harvest,
  as warriors rejoice
  when dividing the plunder.
 4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat,
  you have shattered
  the yoke that burdens them,
  the bar across their shoulders,
  the rod of their oppressor.
 5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle
  and every garment rolled in blood
  will be destined for burning,
  will be fuel for the fire.
 6 For to us a child is born,
  to us a son is given,
  and the government will be on his shoulders.
  And he will be called
  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
 7 Of the greatness of his government and peace
  there will be no end.
  He will reign on David’s throne
  and over his kingdom,
  establishing and upholding it
  with justice and righteousness
  from that time on and forever.
  The zeal of the Lord Almighty
  will accomplish this.

The Lord’s Anger Against Israel
 8 The Lord has sent a message against Jacob;
  it will fall on Israel.
 9 All the people will know it —  
  Ephraim and the inhabitants of Samaria —  
  who say with pride
  and arrogance of heart,

a In Hebrew texts 9:1 is numbered 8:23, and 9:2-21 is numbered 9:1-20.    
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 10 “The bricks have fallen down,
  but we will rebuild with dressed stone;
  the fig trees have been felled,
  but we will replace them with cedars.”
 11 But the Lord has strengthened Rezin’s foes against them
  and has spurred their enemies on.
 12 Arameans from the east and Philistines from the west
  have devoured Israel with open mouth.

  Yet for all this, his anger is not turned away,
  his hand is still upraised.

 13 But the people have not returned to him who struck them,
  nor have they sought the Lord Almighty.
 14 So the Lord will cut off from Israel both head and tail,
  both palm branch and reed in a single day;
 15 the elders and dignitaries are the head,
  the prophets who teach lies are the tail.
 16 Those who guide this people mislead them,
  and those who are guided are led astray.
 17 Therefore the Lord will take no pleasure in the young men,
  nor will he pity the fatherless and widows,
  for everyone is ungodly and wicked,
  every mouth speaks folly.

  Yet for all this, his anger is not turned away,
  his hand is still upraised.

 18 Surely wickedness burns like a fire;
  it consumes briers and thorns,
  it sets the forest thickets ablaze,
  so that it rolls upward in a column of smoke.
 19 By the wrath of the Lord Almighty
  the land will be scorched
  and the people will be fuel for the fire;
  they will not spare one another.
 20 On the right they will devour,
  but still be hungry;
  on the left they will eat,
  but not be satisfied.
  Each will feed on the flesh of their own offspring a:
 21 Manasseh will feed on Ephraim, and Ephraim on  

Manasseh;
  together they will turn against Judah.

  Yet for all this, his anger is not turned away,
  his hand is still upraised.

10 Woe to those who make unjust laws,
to those who issue oppressive decrees,

 2 to deprive the poor of their rights
  and withhold justice from the oppressed of my people,
  making widows their prey
  and robbing the fatherless.
 3 What will you do on the day of reckoning,
  when disaster comes from afar?
  To whom will you run for help?
  Where will you leave your riches?

a 20 Or arm    

 4 Nothing will remain but to cringe among the captives
  or fall among the slain.

  Yet for all this, his anger is not turned away,
  his hand is still upraised.

God’s Judgment on Assyria
 5 “Woe to the Assyrian, the rod of my anger,
  in whose hand is the club of my wrath!
 6 I send him against a godless nation,
  I dispatch him against a people who anger me,
  to seize loot and snatch plunder,
  and to trample them down like mud in the streets.
 7 But this is not what he intends,
  this is not what he has in mind;
  his purpose is to destroy,
  to put an end to many nations.
 8 ‘Are not my commanders all kings?’ he says.
 9 ‘Has not Kalno fared like Carchemish?
  Is not Hamath like Arpad,
  and Samaria like Damascus?
 10 As my hand seized the kingdoms of the idols,
  kingdoms whose images excelled those of Jerusalem and  

Samaria —  
 11 shall I not deal with Jerusalem and her images
  as I dealt with Samaria and her idols?’ ”

12 When the Lord has fin ished all his work  against  Mount Zion and Je ru sa lem, 
he will say, “I will pun ish the king of As syr ia for the will ful  pride of his  heart and 
the haugh ty look in his eyes. 13 For he says:

  “ ‘By the strength of my hand I have done this,
  and by my wisdom, because I have understanding.
  I removed the boundaries of nations,
  I plundered their treasures;
  like a mighty one I subdued a their kings.
 14 As one reaches into a nest,
  so my hand reached for the wealth of the nations;
  as people gather abandoned eggs,
  so I gathered all the countries;
  not one flapped a wing,
  or opened its mouth to chirp.’ ”

 15 Does the ax raise itself above the person who swings it,
  or the saw boast against the one who uses it?
  As if a rod were to wield the person who lifts it up,
  or a club brandish the one who is not wood!
 16 Therefore, the Lord, the Lord Almighty,
  will send a wasting disease upon his sturdy warriors;
  under his pomp a fire will be kindled
  like a blazing flame.
 17 The Light of Israel will become a fire,
  their Holy One a flame;
  in a single day it will burn and consume
  his thorns and his briers.
 18 The splendor of his forests and fertile fields
  it will completely destroy,
  as when a sick person wastes away.

a 13 Or treasures; / I subdued the mighty,    
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came to  Jesus, they plead ed ear nest ly with him, “This man de serves to have you 
do this, 5 be cause he  loves our na tion and has  built our syn a gogue.” 6 So  Jesus 
went with them.

He was not far from the  house when the cen tu ri on sent  friends to say to him: 
“Lord,  don’t trou ble your self, for I do not de serve to have you come un der my 
roof. 7 That is why I did not even con sid er my self wor thy to come to you. But say 
the word, and my ser vant will be  healed. 8 For I my self am a man un der au thor i ty, 
with sol diers un der me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ 
and he  comes. I say to my ser vant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

9 When  Jesus  heard this, he was  amazed at him, and turn ing to the  crowd fol
low ing him, he said, “I tell you, I have not  found such  great  faith even in Is ra el.” 
10 Then the men who had been sent re turned to the  house and  found the ser vant 
well.

 Jesus Raises a Widow’s Son
11 Soon af ter ward,  Jesus went to a town  called Nain, and his dis ci ples and a 

 large  crowd went  along with him. 12 As he ap proached the town gate, a dead per
son was be ing car ried out —  the only son of his moth er, and she was a wid ow. 
And a  large  crowd from the town was with her. 13 When the Lord saw her, his 
 heart went out to her and he said, “Don’t cry.”

14 Then he went up and  touched the bier they were car ry ing him on, and the 
bear ers  stood  still. He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” 15 The dead man sat 
up and be gan to talk, and  Jesus gave him back to his moth er.

16 They were all  filled with awe and  praised God. “A  great proph et has ap
peared  among us,” they said. “God has come to help his peo ple.” 17 This news 
 about  Jesus  spread through out Ju dea and the sur round ing coun try.

 Jesus and John the Baptist
18 John’s dis ci ples told him  about all  these  things. Call ing two of them, 19 he 

sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or  should we ex
pect some one else?”

20 When the men came to  Jesus, they said, “John the Bap tist sent us to you to 
ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or  should we ex pect some one else?’ ”

21 At that very time  Jesus  cured many who had dis eas es, sick ness es and evil 
spir its, and gave  sight to many who were  blind. 22 So he re plied to the mes sen
gers, “Go back and re port to John what you have seen and  heard: The  blind re
ceive  sight, the lame walk,  those who have lep ro sy a are  cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are  raised, and the good news is pro claimed to the poor. 23 Blessed is 
any one who does not stum ble on ac count of me.”

24 Af ter  John’s mes sen gers left,  Jesus be gan to  speak to the  crowd  about John: 
“What did you go out into the wil der ness to see? A reed  swayed by the wind? 25 If 
not, what did you go out to see? A man  dressed in fine  clothes? No,  those who 
wear ex pen sive  clothes and in dulge in lux u ry are in pal ac es. 26 But what did you 
go out to see? A proph et? Yes, I tell you, and more than a proph et. 27 This is the 
one  about whom it is writ ten:

  “ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,
  who will prepare your way before you.’ b

28 I tell you,  among  those born of wom en  there is no one great er than John; yet the 
one who is  least in the king dom of God is great er than he.”

29 (All the peo ple, even the tax col lec tors, when they  heard  Jesus’  words, ac
knowl edged that  God’s way was  right, be cause they had been bap tized by John. 
30 But the Phar i sees and the ex perts in the law re ject ed  God’s pur pose for them
selves, be cause they had not been bap tized by John.)

31  Jesus went on to say, “To what, then, can I com pare the peo ple of this 

  Woe to you who laugh now,
  for you will mourn and weep.
 26 Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you,
  for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.

Love for Enemies
27 “But to you who are lis ten ing I say: Love your en e mies, do good to  those who 

hate you, 28 bless  those who  curse you, pray for  those who mis treat you. 29 If some
one  slaps you on one  cheek, turn to them the oth er also. If some one  takes your 
coat, do not with hold your  shirt from them. 30 Give to ev ery one who asks you, and 
if any one  takes what be longs to you, do not de mand it back. 31 Do to oth ers as you 
 would have them do to you.

32 “If you love  those who love you, what cred it is that to you? Even sin ners love 
 those who love them. 33 And if you do good to  those who are good to you, what 
cred it is that to you? Even sin ners do that. 34 And if you lend to  those from whom 
you ex pect re pay ment, what cred it is that to you? Even sin ners lend to sin ners, 
ex pect ing to be re paid in full. 35 But love your en e mies, do good to them, and lend 
to them with out ex pect ing to get any thing back. Then your re ward will be  great, 
and you will be chil dren of the Most High, be cause he is kind to the un grate ful 
and wick ed. 36 Be mer ci ful, just as your Fa ther is mer ci ful.

Judging Others
37 “Do not  judge, and you will not be  judged. Do not con demn, and you will not 

be con demned. For give, and you will be for giv en. 38 Give, and it will be giv en to 
you. A good mea sure,  pressed down, shak en to geth er and run ning over, will be 
 poured into your lap. For with the mea sure you use, it will be mea sured to you.”

39 He also told them this par a ble: “Can the  blind lead the  blind? Will they not 
both fall into a pit? 40 The stu dent is not  above the teach er, but every one who is 
ful ly  trained will be like  their teach er.

41 “Why do you look at the  speck of saw dust in your broth er’s eye and pay no at
ten tion to the  plank in your own eye? 42 How can you say to your broth er, ‘Broth
er, let me take the  speck out of your eye,’ when you your self fail to see the  plank 
in your own eye? You hyp o crite,  first take the  plank out of your eye, and then you 
will see clear ly to re move the  speck from your broth er’s eye.

A Tree and Its Fruit
43 “No good tree  bears bad  fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good  fruit. 44 Each 

tree is rec og nized by its own  fruit. Peo ple do not pick figs from thorn bush es, or 
 grapes from bri ers. 45 A good man  brings good  things out of the good  stored up in 
his  heart, and an evil man  brings evil  things out of the evil  stored up in his  heart. 
For the  mouth speaks what the  heart is full of.

The Wise and Foolish Builders
46 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 47 As for every

one who comes to me and hears my  words and puts them into prac tice, I will 
show you what they are like. 48 They are like a man build ing a  house, who dug 
down deep and laid the foun da tion on rock. When a  f lood came, the tor rent 
 struck that  house but  could not  shake it, be cause it was well  built. 49 But the one 
who hears my  words and does not put them into prac tice is like a man who  built 
a  house on the  ground with out a foun da tion. The mo ment the tor rent  struck that 
 house, it col lapsed and its de struc tion was com plete.”

The Faith of the Centurion

7 When  Jesus had fin ished say ing all this to the peo ple who were lis ten ing, he 
en tered Ca per na um. 2 There a cen tu ri on’s ser vant, whom his mas ter val ued 

high ly, was sick and  about to die. 3 The cen tu ri on  heard of  Jesus and sent some 
el ders of the Jews to him, ask ing him to come and heal his ser vant. 4 When they 

a 22 The Greek word traditionally translated leprosy was used for various diseases affecting 
the skin.    b 27 Mal. 3:1    
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When he said this, he  called out, “Who ev er has ears to hear, let them hear.”
9 His dis ci ples  asked him what this par a ble  meant. 10 He said, “The knowl edge 

of the se crets of the king dom of God has been giv en to you, but to oth ers I  speak 
in par a bles, so that,

  “ ‘though seeing, they may not see;
  though hearing, they may not understand.’ a

11 “This is the mean ing of the par a ble: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those 
 along the path are the ones who hear, and then the dev il  comes and  takes away 
the word from  their  hearts, so that they may not be lieve and be  saved. 13 Those on 
the  rocky ground are the ones who re ceive the word with joy when they hear it, 
but they have no root. They be lieve for a  while, but in the time of test ing they fall 
away. 14 The seed that fell  among  thorns  stands for  those who hear, but as they go 
on  their way they are  choked by  life’s wor ries, rich es and plea sures, and they do 
not ma ture. 15 But the seed on good soil  stands for  those with a no ble and good 
 heart, who hear the word, re tain it, and by per se ver ing pro duce a crop.

A Lamp on a Stand
16 “No one  lights a lamp and  hides it in a clay jar or puts it un der a bed. In stead, 

they put it on a  stand, so that  those who come in can see the  light. 17 For  there is 
noth ing hid den that will not be dis closed, and noth ing con cealed that will not 
be  known or  brought out into the open. 18 There fore con sid er care ful ly how you 
lis ten. Who ever has will be giv en more; who ever does not have, even what they 
 think they have will be tak en from them.”

 Jesus’ Mother and Brothers
19 Now  Jesus’ moth er and broth ers came to see him, but they were not able 

to get near him be cause of the  crowd. 20 Some one told him, “Your moth er and 
broth ers are stand ing out side, want ing to see you.”

21 He re plied, “My moth er and broth ers are  those who hear  God’s word and 
put it into prac tice.”

 Jesus Calms the Storm
22 One day  Jesus said to his dis ci ples, “Let us go over to the oth er side of the 

lake.” So they got into a boat and set out. 23 As they  sailed, he fell  asleep. A  squall 
came down on the lake, so that the boat was be ing  swamped, and they were in 
 great dan ger.

24 The dis ci ples went and woke him, say ing, “Mas ter, Mas ter,  we’re go ing to 
drown!”

He got up and re buked the wind and the rag ing wa ters; the  storm sub sid ed, 
and all was calm. 25 “Where is your  faith?” he  asked his dis ci ples.

In fear and amaze ment they  asked one an oth er, “Who is this? He com mands 
even the  winds and the wa ter, and they obey him.”

 Jesus Restores a Demon-Possessed Man
26 They  sailed to the re gion of the Ger a senes, b  which is  across the lake from 

Gal i lee. 27 When  Jesus  stepped  ashore, he was met by a de mon-pos sessed man 
from the town. For a long time this man had not worn  clothes or  lived in a  house, 
but had  lived in the  tombs. 28 When he saw  Jesus, he  cried out and fell at his feet, 
shout ing at the top of his  voice, “What do you want with me,  Jesus, Son of the 
Most High God? I beg you,  don’t tor ture me!” 29 For  Jesus had com mand ed the 
im pure spir it to come out of the man. Many  times it had  seized him, and  though 
he was  chained hand and foot and kept un der  guard, he had bro ken his  chains 
and had been driv en by the de mon into sol i tary plac es.

 gen er a tion? What are they like? 32 They are like chil dren sit ting in the mar ket-
place and call ing out to each oth er:

  “ ‘We played the pipe for you,
  and you did not dance;
  we sang a dirge,
  and you did not cry.’
33 For John the Bap tist came nei ther eat ing  bread nor drink ing wine, and you 
say, ‘He has a de mon.’ 34 The Son of Man came eat ing and drink ing, and you say, 
‘Here is a glut ton and a drunk ard, a  friend of tax col lec tors and sin ners.’ 35 But 
wis dom is  proved  right by all her chil dren.”

 Jesus Anointed by a Sinful Woman
36 When one of the Phar i sees in vit ed  Jesus to have din ner with him, he went 

to the Phar i see’s  house and re clined at the ta ble. 37 A wom an in that town who 
 lived a sin ful life  learned that  Jesus was eat ing at the Phar i see’s  house, so she 
came  there with an al a bas ter jar of per fume. 38 As she  stood be hind him at his 
feet weep ing, she be gan to wet his feet with her  tears. Then she  wiped them with 
her hair,  kissed them and  poured per fume on them.

39 When the Phar i see who had in vit ed him saw this, he said to him self, “If this 
man were a proph et, he  would know who is touch ing him and what kind of wom-
an she is —  that she is a sin ner.”

40  Jesus an swered him, “Si mon, I have some thing to tell you.”
“Tell me, teach er,” he said.
41 “Two peo ple owed mon ey to a cer tain mon ey lend er. One owed him five hun-

dred de nar ii, a and the oth er fif ty. 42 Nei ther of them had the mon ey to pay him 
back, so he for gave the  debts of both. Now  which of them will love him more?”

43 Si mon re plied, “I sup pose the one who had the big ger debt for giv en.”
“You have  judged cor rect ly,”  Jesus said.
44 Then he  turned to ward the wom an and said to Si mon, “Do you see this 

wom an? I came into your  house. You did not give me any wa ter for my feet, but 
she wet my feet with her  tears and  wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give 
me a kiss, but this wom an, from the time I en tered, has not  stopped kiss ing my 
feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has  poured per fume on my feet. 
47 There fore, I tell you, her many sins have been for giv en —  as her  great love has 
 shown. But who ev er has been for giv en lit tle  loves lit tle.”

48 Then  Jesus said to her, “Your sins are for giv en.”
49 The oth er  guests be gan to say  among them selves, “Who is this who even 

for gives sins?”
50  Jesus said to the wom an, “Your  faith has  saved you; go in peace.”

The Parable of the Sower

8 Af ter this,  Jesus trav eled  about from one town and vil lage to an oth er, pro-
claim ing the good news of the king dom of God. The  Twelve were with him, 

2 and also some wom en who had been  cured of evil spir its and dis eas es: Mary 
(called Mag da lene) from whom sev en de mons had come out; 3 Jo an na the wife 
of Chu za, the man ag er of Her od’s house hold; Su san na; and many oth ers.  These 
wom en were help ing to sup port them out of  their own means.

4 While a  large  crowd was gath er ing and peo ple were com ing to  Jesus from 
town af ter town, he told this par a ble: 5 “A farm er went out to sow his seed. As 
he was scat ter ing the seed, some fell  along the path; it was tram pled on, and 
the  birds ate it up. 6 Some fell on  rocky ground, and when it came up, the  plants 
with ered be cause they had no mois ture. 7 Oth er seed fell  among  thorns,  which 
grew up with it and  choked the  plants. 8 Still oth er seed fell on good soil. It came 
up and yield ed a crop, a hun dred  times more than was sown.”

a 10 Isaiah 6:9    b 26 Some manuscripts Gadarenes; other manuscripts Gergesenes; also in 
verse 37    a 41 A denarius was the usual daily wage of a day laborer (see Matt. 20:2).    
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 chose Si las and left, com mend ed by the be liev ers to the  grace of the Lord. 41 He 
went  through Syr ia and Ci li cia, strength en ing the church es.

Timothy Joins Paul and Silas

16 Paul came to Der be and then to Lys tra,  where a dis ci ple  named Tim o thy 
 lived,  whose moth er was Jew ish and a be liev er but  whose fa ther was a 

 Greek. 2 The be liev ers at Lys tra and Ico ni um  spoke well of him. 3 Paul want ed to 
take him  along on the jour ney, so he cir cum cised him be cause of the Jews who 
 lived in that area, for they all knew that his fa ther was a  Greek. 4 As they trav eled 
from town to town, they de liv ered the de ci sions  reached by the apos tles and el
ders in Je ru sa lem for the peo ple to obey. 5 So the church es were strength ened in 
the  faith and grew dai ly in num bers.

Paul’s Vision of the Man of Macedonia
6 Paul and his com pan ions trav eled through out the re gion of Phryg ia and 

 Ga la tia, hav ing been kept by the Holy Spir it from preach ing the word in the 
prov ince of Asia. 7 When they came to the bor der of Mys ia, they  tried to en ter 
 Bi thyn ia, but the Spir it of  Jesus  would not al low them to. 8 So they  passed by 
Mys ia and went down to Tro as. 9 Dur ing the  night Paul had a vi sion of a man of 
Mac e do nia stand ing and beg ging him, “Come over to Mac e do nia and help us.” 
10 Af ter Paul had seen the vi sion, we got  ready at once to  leave for Mac e do nia, 
con clud ing that God had  called us to  preach the gos pel to them.

Lydia’s Conversion in Philippi
11 From Tro as we put out to sea and  sailed  straight for Sam o thrace, and the 

next day we went on to Ne ap o lis. 12 From  there we trav eled to Phi lip pi, a Ro man 
col o ny and the lead ing city of that dis trict a of Mac e do nia. And we  stayed  there 
sev er al days.

13 On the Sab bath we went out side the city gate to the riv er,  where we ex pect ed 
to find a  place of  prayer. We sat down and be gan to  speak to the wom en who had 
gath ered  there. 14 One of  those lis ten ing was a wom an from the city of Thy a ti ra 
 named Lyd ia, a deal er in pur ple  cloth. She was a wor ship er of God. The Lord 
 opened her  heart to re spond to  Paul’s mes sage. 15 When she and the mem bers of 
her house hold were bap tized, she in vit ed us to her home. “If you con sid er me a 
be liev er in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my  house.” And she per suad
ed us.

Paul and Silas in Prison
16 Once when we were go ing to the  place of  prayer, we were met by a fe male 

 slave who had a spir it by  which she pre dict ed the fu ture. She  earned a  great deal 
of mon ey for her own ers by for tunetell ing. 17 She fol lowed Paul and the rest of us, 
shout ing, “These men are ser vants of the Most High God, who are tell ing you the 
way to be  saved.” 18 She kept this up for many days. Fi nal ly Paul be came so an
noyed that he  turned  around and said to the spir it, “In the name of  Jesus  Christ I 
com mand you to come out of her!” At that mo ment the spir it left her.

19 When her own ers re al ized that  their hope of mak ing mon ey was gone, they 
 seized Paul and Si las and  dragged them into the mar ket place to face the au thor
i ties. 20 They  brought them be fore the mag is trates and said, “These men are Jews, 
and are throw ing our city into an up roar 21 by ad vo cat ing cus toms un law ful for 
us Ro mans to ac cept or prac tice.”

22 The  crowd  joined in the at tack  against Paul and Si las, and the mag is trates 
or dered them to be  stripped and beat en with rods. 23 Af ter they had been se vere ly 
 flogged, they were  thrown into pris on, and the jail er was com mand ed to  guard 
them care ful ly. 24 When he re ceived  these or ders, he put them in the in ner cell 
and fas tened  their feet in the stocks.

a 12 The text and meaning of the Greek for the leading city of that district are uncertain.    

25 About mid night Paul and Si las were pray ing and sing ing  hymns to God, and 
the oth er pris on ers were lis ten ing to them. 26 Sud den ly  there was such a vi o lent 
earth quake that the foun da tions of the pris on were shak en. At once all the pris
on  doors flew open, and ev ery one’s  chains came  loose. 27 The jail er woke up, and 
when he saw the pris on  doors open, he drew his  sword and was  about to kill him
self be cause he  thought the pris on ers had es caped. 28 But Paul shout ed, “Don’t 
harm your self ! We are all here!”

29 The jail er  called for  lights,  rushed in and fell trem bling be fore Paul and Si
las. 30 He then  brought them out and  asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”

31 They re plied, “Be lieve in the Lord  Jesus, and you will be  saved —  you and 
your house hold.” 32 Then they  spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the 
oth ers in his  house. 33 At that hour of the  night the jail er took them and  washed 
 their  wounds; then im me di ate ly he and all his house hold were bap tized. 34 The 
jail er  brought them into his  house and set a meal be fore them; he was  filled with 
joy be cause he had come to be lieve in God —  he and his  whole house hold.

35 When it was day light, the mag is trates sent  their of fi cers to the jail er with the 
or der: “Re lease  those men.” 36 The jail er told Paul, “The mag is trates have or dered 
that you and Si las be re leased. Now you can  leave. Go in peace.”

37 But Paul said to the of fi cers: “They beat us pub lic ly with out a tri al, even 
 though we are Ro man cit i zens, and  threw us into pris on. And now do they want 
to get rid of us qui et ly? No! Let them come them selves and es cort us out.”

38 The of fi cers re port ed this to the mag is trates, and when they  heard that Paul 
and Si las were Ro man cit i zens, they were  alarmed. 39 They came to ap pease 
them and es cort ed them from the pris on, re quest ing them to  leave the city. 40 Af
ter Paul and Si las came out of the pris on, they went to Lyd ia’s  house,  where they 
met with the broth ers and sis ters and en cour aged them. Then they left.

In Thessalonica

17 When Paul and his com pan ions had  passed  through Am phip o lis and Ap
ol lo nia, they came to Thes sa lo ni ca,  where  there was a Jew ish syn a gogue. 

2 As was his cus tom, Paul went into the syn a gogue, and on  three Sab bath days 
he rea soned with them from the Scrip tures, 3 ex plain ing and prov ing that the 
Mes si ah had to suf fer and rise from the dead. “This  Jesus I am pro claim ing to 
you is the Mes si ah,” he said. 4 Some of the Jews were per suad ed and  joined Paul 
and Si las, as did a  large num ber of Godfear ing  Greeks and  quite a few prom i
nent wom en.

5 But oth er Jews were jeal ous; so they round ed up some bad char ac ters from 
the mar ket place,  formed a mob and start ed a riot in the city. They  rushed to Ja
son’s  house in  search of Paul and Si las in or der to  bring them out to the  crowd. a 
6 But when they did not find them, they  dragged Ja son and some oth er be liev
ers be fore the city of fi cials, shout ing: “These men who have  caused trou ble all 
over the  world have now come here, 7 and Ja son has wel comed them into his 
 house. They are all de fy ing Cae sar’s de crees, say ing that  there is an oth er king, 
one  called  Jesus.” 8 When they  heard this, the  crowd and the city of fi cials were 
 thrown into tur moil. 9 Then they made Ja son and the oth ers post bond and let 
them go.

In Berea
10 As soon as it was  night, the be liev ers sent Paul and Si las away to Be rea. On 

ar riv ing  there, they went to the Jew ish syn a gogue. 11 Now the Be re an Jews were 
of more no ble char ac ter than  those in Thes sa lo ni ca, for they re ceived the mes
sage with  great ea ger ness and ex am ined the Scrip tures ev ery day to see if what 
Paul said was true. 12 As a re sult, many of them be lieved, as did also a num ber of 
prom i nent  Greek wom en and many  Greek men.

13 But when the Jews in Thes sa lo ni ca  learned that Paul was preach ing the 

a 5 Or the assembly of the people    
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word of God at Be rea, some of them went  there too, ag i tat ing the  crowds and stir
ring them up. 14 The be liev ers im me di ate ly sent Paul to the  coast, but Si las and 
Tim o thy  stayed at Be rea. 15 Those who es cort ed Paul  brought him to Ath ens and 
then left with in struc tions for Si las and Tim o thy to join him as soon as pos si ble.

In Athens
16 While Paul was wait ing for them in Ath ens, he was great ly dis tressed to see 

that the city was full of  idols. 17 So he rea soned in the syn a gogue with both Jews 
and Godfear ing  Greeks, as well as in the mar ket place day by day with  those who 
hap pened to be  there. 18 A  group of Ep i cu re an and Sto ic phi los o phers be gan to 
de bate with him. Some of them  asked, “What is this bab bler try ing to say?” Oth
ers re marked, “He  seems to be ad vo cat ing for eign gods.” They said this be cause 
Paul was preach ing the good news  about  Jesus and the res ur rec tion. 19 Then they 
took him and  brought him to a meet ing of the Ar e op a gus,  where they said to 
him, “May we know what this new teach ing is that you are pre sent ing? 20 You are 
bring ing some  strange  ideas to our ears, and we  would like to know what they 
mean.” 21 (All the Athe ni ans and the for eign ers who  lived  there  spent  their time 
do ing noth ing but talk ing  about and lis ten ing to the lat est ideas.)

22 Paul then  stood up in the meet ing of the Ar e op a gus and said: “Peo ple of 
Ath ens! I see that in ev ery way you are very re li gious. 23 For as I  walked  around 
and  looked care ful ly at your ob jects of wor ship, I even  found an al tar with this 
in scrip tion: to an un known god. So you are ig no rant of the very  thing you wor
ship —  and this is what I am go ing to pro claim to you.

24 “The God who made the  world and ev ery thing in it is the Lord of heav en and 
 earth and does not live in tem ples  built by hu man  hands. 25 And he is not  served 
by hu man  hands, as if he need ed any thing. Rath er, he him self  gives ev ery one 
life and  breath and ev ery thing else. 26 From one man he made all the na tions, 
that they  should in hab it the  whole  earth; and he  marked out  their ap point ed 
 times in his to ry and the bound aries of  their  lands. 27 God did this so that they 
 would seek him and per haps  reach out for him and find him,  though he is not 
far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our be ing.’ a As 
some of your own po ets have said, ‘We are his off spring.’ b

29 “There fore  since we are  God’s off spring, we  should not  think that the di vine 
be ing is like gold or sil ver or  stone —  an im age made by hu man de sign and  skill. 
30 In the past God over looked such ig no rance, but now he com mands all peo ple 
ev ery where to re pent. 31 For he has set a day when he will  judge the  world with 
jus tice by the man he has ap point ed. He has giv en  proof of this to ev ery one by 
rais ing him from the dead.”

32 When they  heard  about the res ur rec tion of the dead, some of them  sneered, 
but oth ers said, “We want to hear you  again on this sub ject.” 33 At that, Paul 
left the Coun cil. 34 Some of the peo ple be came fol low ers of Paul and be lieved. 
 Among them was Di o ny si us, a mem ber of the Ar e op a gus, also a wom an  named 
Dam a ris, and a num ber of oth ers.

In Corinth

18 Af ter this, Paul left Ath ens and went to Cor inth. 2 There he met a Jew 
 named Aq ui la, a na tive of Pon tus, who had re cent ly come from It a ly with 

his wife Pris cil la, be cause Clau di us had or dered all Jews to  leave Rome. Paul 
went to see them, 3 and be cause he was a tent mak er as they were, he  stayed and 
 worked with them. 4 Ev ery Sab bath he rea soned in the syn a gogue, try ing to per
suade Jews and Greeks.

5 When Si las and Tim o thy came from Mac e do nia, Paul de vot ed him self ex clu
sive ly to preach ing, tes ti fy ing to the Jews that  Jesus was the Mes si ah. 6 But when 
they op posed Paul and be came abu sive, he  shook out his  clothes in pro test and 

a 28 From the Cretan philosopher Epimenides    b 28 From the Cilician Stoic philosopher 
Aratus    

said to them, “Your  blood be on your own  heads! I am in no cent of it. From now 
on I will go to the Gen tiles.”

7 Then Paul left the syn a gogue and went next door to the  house of Ti ti us Jus
tus, a wor ship er of God. 8 Cris pus, the syn a gogue lead er, and his en tire house
hold be lieved in the Lord; and many of the Co rin thi ans who  heard Paul be lieved 
and were bap tized.

9 One  night the Lord  spoke to Paul in a vi sion: “Do not be  afraid; keep on 
speak ing, do not be si lent. 10 For I am with you, and no one is go ing to at tack and 
harm you, be cause I have many peo ple in this city.” 11 So Paul  stayed in Cor inth 
for a year and a half, teach ing them the word of God.

12 While Gal lio was pro con sul of Acha ia, the Jews of Cor inth made a unit ed 
at tack on Paul and  brought him to the  place of judg ment. 13 “This man,” they 
 charged, “is per suad ing the peo ple to wor ship God in ways con trary to the law.”

14 Just as Paul was  about to  speak, Gal lio said to them, “If you Jews were mak
ing a com plaint  about some mis de mean or or se ri ous  crime, it  would be rea son
able for me to lis ten to you. 15 But  since it in volves ques tions  about  words and 
 names and your own law —  set tle the mat ter your selves. I will not be a  judge 
of such  things.” 16 So he  drove them off. 17 Then the  crowd  there  turned on Sos
the nes the syn a gogue lead er and beat him in  front of the pro con sul; and Gal lio 
 showed no con cern what ev er.

Priscilla, Aquila and Apollos
18 Paul  stayed on in Cor inth for some time. Then he left the broth ers and sis

ters and  sailed for Syr ia, ac com pa nied by Pris cil la and Aq ui la. Be fore he  sailed, 
he had his hair cut off at Cen chreae be cause of a vow he had tak en. 19 They ar
rived at Eph e sus,  where Paul left Pris cil la and Aq ui la. He him self went into the 
syn a gogue and rea soned with the Jews. 20 When they  asked him to  spend more 
time with them, he de clined. 21 But as he left, he prom ised, “I will come back if it 
is  God’s will.” Then he set sail from Eph e sus. 22 When he land ed at Caes a rea, he 
went up to Je ru sa lem and greet ed the  church and then went down to An ti och.

23 Af ter spend ing some time in An ti och, Paul set out from  there and trav eled 
from  place to  place through out the re gion of Ga la tia and Phryg ia, strength en ing 
all the dis ci ples.

24 Mean while a Jew  named Apol los, a na tive of Al ex an dria, came to Eph e
sus. He was a  learned man, with a thor ough knowl edge of the Scrip tures. 25 He 
had been in struct ed in the way of the Lord, and he  spoke with  great fer vor a and 
 taught  about  Jesus ac cu rate ly,  though he knew only the bap tism of John. 26 He be
gan to  speak bold ly in the syn a gogue. When Pris cil la and Aq ui la  heard him, they 
in vit ed him to  their home and ex plained to him the way of God more ad e quate ly.

27 When Apol los want ed to go to Acha ia, the broth ers and sis ters en cour aged 
him and  wrote to the dis ci ples  there to wel come him. When he ar rived, he was 
a  great help to  those who by  grace had be lieved. 28 For he vig or ous ly re fut ed his 
Jew ish op po nents in pub lic de bate, prov ing from the Scrip tures that  Jesus was 
the Mes si ah.

Paul in Ephesus

19 While Apol los was at Cor inth, Paul took the road  through the in te ri or and 
ar rived at Eph e sus.  There he  found some dis ci ples 2 and  asked them, “Did 

you re ceive the Holy Spir it when b you be lieved?”
They an swered, “No, we have not even  heard that  there is a Holy Spir it.”
3 So Paul  asked, “Then what bap tism did you re ceive?”
“John’s bap tism,” they re plied.
4 Paul said, “John’s bap tism was a bap tism of re pen tance. He told the peo ple 

to be lieve in the one com ing af ter him, that is, in  Jesus.” 5 On hear ing this, they 
were bap tized in the name of the Lord  Jesus. 6 When Paul  placed his  hands on 

a 25 Or with fervor in the Spirit    b 2 Or after    
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3 GeneSiS 1:2

GENESIS

The Beginning

1   in the be gin ning God cre at ed the heav ens and the  earth. 2 now the  earth 
was form less and emp ty, dark ness was over the sur face of the deep, and the 
Spir it of God was hov er ing over the wa ters.

 3 And God said, “Let  there be  light,” and  there was  light. 4 God saw that the  light 
was good, and he sep a rat ed the  light from the dark ness. 5 God  called the  light 
“day,” and the dark ness he  called “night.” And  there was eve ning, and  there 
was morn ing —  the  first day.

 6 And God said, “Let  there be a  vault be tween the wa ters to sep a rate wa ter from 
wa ter.” 7 So God made the  vault and sep a rat ed the wa ter un der the  vault from 
the wa ter  above it. And it was so. 8 God  called the  vault “sky.” And  there was 
eve ning, and  there was morn ing —  the sec ond day.

 9 And God said, “Let the wa ter un der the sky be gath ered to one  place, and let dry 
 ground ap pear.” And it was so. 10 God  called the dry  ground “land,” and the 
gath ered wa ters he  called “seas.” And God saw that it was good.

    11 Then God said, “Let the land pro duce veg e ta tion: seed-bear ing  plants 
and  trees on the land that bear  fruit with seed in it, ac cord ing to  their var i ous 
 kinds.” And it was so. 12 The land pro duced veg e ta tion:  plants bear ing seed 
ac cord ing to  their  kinds and  trees bear ing  fruit with seed in it ac cord ing to 
 their  kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13 And  there was eve ning, and  there 
was morn ing —  the  third day.

 14 And God said, “Let  there be  lights in the  vault of the sky to sep a rate the day 
from the  night, and let them  serve as  signs to mark  sacred times, and days 
and  years, 15 and let them be  lights in the  vault of the sky to give  light on 
the  earth.” And it was so. 16 God made two  great  lights —  the great er  light to 
gov ern the day and the less er  light to gov ern the  night. He also made the 
 stars. 17 God set them in the  vault of the sky to give  light on the  earth, 18 to 
gov ern the day and the  night, and to sep a rate  light from dark ness. And God 
saw that it was good. 19 And  there was eve ning, and  there was morn ing —  the 
 fourth day.

 20 And God said, “Let the wa ter teem with liv ing crea tures, and let  birds fly  above 
the  earth  across the  vault of the sky.” 21 So God cre at ed the  great crea tures of 
the sea and ev ery liv ing  thing with  which the wa ter  teems and that moves 
about in it, ac cord ing to  their  kinds, and ev ery  winged bird ac cord ing to its 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God  blessed them and said, “Be fruit ful 
and in crease in num ber and fill the wa ter in the seas, and let the  birds in-
crease on the  earth.” 23 And  there was eve ning, and  there was morn ing —  the 
 fifth day.

 24 And God said, “Let the land pro duce liv ing crea tures ac cord ing to  their  kinds: 
the live stock, the crea tures that move  along the  ground, and the wild an i-
mals, each ac cord ing to its kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild an i mals 
ac cord ing to  their  kinds, the live stock ac cord ing to  their  kinds, and all the 
crea tures that move  along the  ground ac cord ing to  their  kinds. And God saw 
that it was good.

    26 Then God said, “Let us make man kind in our im age, in our like ness, so 
that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the  birds in the sky, over the 
live stock and all the wild an i mals, a and over all the crea tures that move  along 
the ground.”

a 26 Probable reading of the original Hebrew text (see Syriac); Masoretic Text the earth    
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