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FOREWORD
By Tim Keller

n n n

Why do we need to understand how to integrate the Christian faith with our daily work? Why is 
there a need for a Bible like this? Some would say that it isn’t necessary . The job of the church 

is to make disciples, not to try to change the culture, they say . I agree with the former, but we need 
to be clear about what we mean by “the church” and by “make disciples .”

First, what is the church? Theologians and church leaders distinguish between the gathered 
church and the scattered church . The gathered church comes together, especially on the Lord’s Day, 
for corporate worship and instruction, and to enjoy the communion of the saints . It is organized 
and led by its officers and ministers, and is called to preach the gospel, baptize, and make disciples . 
The scattered church is the body of believers any time they are not gathered together in a singular 
place, which is undoubtedly most of the time .

Second, what does it mean to make disciples? Does it mean we simply equip Christians to be 
Christians within the walls and programs of the gathered church? Or are we, for example, to walk 
them through the book of Proverbs and show them how the wisdom of God’s Word can shape 
their business practices, civic relationships, use of money, relationships with people of other races 
and classes, and with other believers? To make disciples in the gathered church is, then, to make 
disciples who also know how to live as the scattered church outside of the Christian community .

Christians do not cease to be the church when the public gatherings are over . They are called to be 
the church and to represent their Lord throughout the 
week in every area of life, including the workplace . We 
should not think of Christians out in the world as mere-
ly distinct and detached individuals . They are the body 
of Christ— thinking and working together, banding to-
gether in creative forms, being the scattered church that 
the gathered church has discipled them to be .

This distinction between the gathered and scattered 
church is critical for understanding how the church 
should engage culture . American church history reveals 
the opposing mistakes that can be made . On one hand, 
in the 19th century, the particular teachings led many 
Southern U .S . churches to support slavery . These church-
es taught that the church should not get involved in pol-
itics nor try to change the culture, but rather should just build up the church . But in this disastrous 
move, they failed to disciple people as Christian citizens who could understand Biblical justice and 
apply it in society . On the other hand, in the 20th century, many mainline Protestant denominations 
became so deeply and institutionally involved in politics that they discarded evangelism and calling 
people to conversion and faith in Christ .

The gathered- scattered church distinction helps us maintain Biblical discipleship . A church that 
educates and disciples people to act justly in the public sphere has to be sensitive to social issues in 

The church must help 
Christians think out the 
implications of their faith 
for a host of places and 
relationships in which 
ordinary Christian beliefs 
and ethics are now seen as 
irrelevant, inexplicable, or 
even dangerous . . . Normal 
Christian behavior is now 
truly counter- cultural.
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its teaching and preaching . Yet it cannot make the fatal mistake of becoming a lobbying group and 
losing sight of its main mission of preaching the gospel and making disciples . The gathered church 
is called to disciple Christians to integrate their faith with their public life, and that makes believers 
salt and light in society (see Mt 5:13–16) .

The gathered- scattered church distinction also helps us answer the question “What does it mean 
to be ‘in the world but not of it’ (see Jn 17:14–18)?” Most Christians know this phrase and that it 
should be true of them . But they usually don’t know what it means for day- to- day Christian life . 
Generally, they think it means evangelism— sharing one’s faith with neighbors and colleagues . The 
phrase certainly includes that, but it means so much more . When we think out the implications 
the gospel bears on our work— how it changes our motivations for work, relationships at work, 
and the way we imagine the work itself— we are better enabled to live distinctively Christian lives 
in the world .

Some people think that we should not put so much emphasis on being Christian in our vocation— 
that this blunts or de- emphasizes the importance of directly evangelizing and sharing the gospel . 
But learning how to be a Christian in our work— that is, learning to work in a Christian manner 
by creating more humane workplaces, being more generous in our transactions, treating people as 
persons rather than as cogs in a machine, and acting with integrity even when to our personal disad-
vantage, for example— substantiates our personal evangelism . Our coworkers and clients— whoever 
we encounter in our work— will be more willing to listen to us and will think us more credible 
when we share what we believe . Not only that, they will want to know what we believe .

And so the concepts of the gathered and scattered church help us impress on Christians that they 
are always on mission in every area of their lives, not only when they are sharing their faith . It helps 
us to overcome clericalism and lay passivity, and to recover the Reformation doctrine of the priest-
hood of all believers . To be on mission requires that lay Christians be discipled by their churches to 
do three things: (1) be a verbal witness to their friends and colleagues; (2) serve the needs of their 
neighbors, and especially the poor, whether they believe as we do or not; (3) integrate their faith 
with their work and engage culture through their vocations .

While I believe the distinction between the gathered and scattered church has always been valid 
and important, it has never been more crucial than it is today . We live in a politically polarized 
society . Christians who are committed both to fearless calls to repentance and belief in Jesus as the 
only Savior as well as to social justice and the common good do not fit the contemporary categories . 
Such Christians are profoundly counterintuitive to American observers, for they do not appear to 
be either truly “liberal” or “conservative .” I believe that only this kind of church has any chance in 
the post- Christian West today . Only this kind of Christianity will get a hearing— and it is Biblical 
Christianity .

The kind of in- depth discipling that this vision requires is critical . Previously, churches in the 
West could function as loose fellowships within a wider semi- Christian culture . “Discipling” 
meant learning some basic doctrine, how to study the Bible, how to pray, and how to serve in the 
church . Today, becoming a Christian involves a much more radical break with the surrounding 
non- Christian culture . The church must help Christians think out the implications of their faith 
for a host of places and relationships in which ordinary Christian beliefs and ethics are now seen as 
irrelevant, inexplicable, or even dangerous . Most vocational fields are dominated now by the values 
and narratives of therapy, bureaucracy, and consumerism . Normal Christian behavior is now truly 
counter- cultural . Navigating a Christian life with integrity in such settings takes a lot of instruction, 
reflection, training, and support . Sex and family, wealth and possessions, racial identity and power 
must all be conducted and used in ways that fit Biblical themes and values rather than baseline 
cultural narratives .



FOREWORD | vii

And yet, despite how differently they live, and how weird they will look to many people, Chris-
tians must constitute a servant society, sacrificially pouring out their time and wealth for the com-
mon good . The sacrificial service of the church will then show the world a third way between 
the individualistic self- absorption that secularism can breed on the one hand and the tribal self- 
righteousness that religion can breed on the other .

This study Bible is a great step in this direction . Most Christians have not learned to read the 
Scriptures while always asking “How does this text inform my public life and vocation?” Over the 
years, some Christians have complained that the Bible doesn’t really give much help for how to be 
a believer on the job . Within these pages, your eyes will be opened to how God’s Word does give 
“everything we need for a godly life” (2 Pe 1:3) . n



FAITH AND WORK
By David Kim

n n n

It is easy to say the gospel changes everything . But what does this really mean, especially when it 
comes to work?
As the Director for the Center for Faith and Work, I am asked one question time and again by both 

Christians and non- Christians alike: How do you integrate your faith with your work? Sometimes I 
respond by asking them the same question . It is tough for some to answer, especially those who do not 
have an explicit religious commitment . But I try to signal to them that everyone brings faith into their 
work— whether they have faith in the work of Christ or faith in their own abilities . We all integrate 
faith into our work, but most of the time we’re completely unaware of what faith underlies our work .

Faith is an indispensable part of work, whether that work is paid or unpaid . All work flows from 
some system of belief, and the content of that faith dramatically changes the way we approach work . 
For example, philosopher Gary Gutting, in a New York Times article titled “What Work Is Really 
For,” argued a position he attributed to Aristotle: “We work to have leisure, on which happiness 
depends .”1 2  He later stated, “Leisure, not work, should be our primary goal .”3  Countless people 
share his belief: that work has no greater meaning than the paycheck it provides . One ramification 
of this thinking is that even mediocre work helps you enjoy your true passions . On the flip side, 
if you believe the gospel changes everything, you must wrestle through the implications of what it 
means for the gospel to change everything about work .

GOD’S RESPONSE TO OUR BROKEN WORLD
For many Christians, the practical reality of bringing one’s faith into the workplace means that 
the emphasis funnels into two main categories: evangelism and ethics . Being a faithful Christian 
at work involves looking for opportunities to tell non- Christians about the saving work of Jesus, 
and also being a “good example” of a morally upright person in our daily tasks and decisions . This 
approach to work often leaves Christians feeling under pressure, as if they might be labeled a failure 
or a hypocrite if they fail to do either well . While Christians should certainly be eager to share their 
faith with anyone who asks about it, and while we hope that we as Christians will be known as 
trustworthy, ethical people, are there other ways in which the gospel transforms our work?

To answer this question, we need to consider God’s response to the brokenness of our world . As 
he unfolded his strategy to renew creation, God chose one seemingly average man, Abram, and 
pledged to him a series of promises . Genesis 12:2–3 outlines God’s three- fold covenant to Abram: 
1) to bless him, 2) to make him into a great nation and 3) to bless all the families of the earth 
through him . The rest of the Biblical narrative, then, can be viewed as the unfolding fulfillment of 
God’s promises to Abraham, which are ultimately fulfilled in Jesus Christ . Because of Christ, God’s 
grace and power are dynamically at work in transforming individuals, communities and everything 

1 Gary Gutting. “What Work Is Really For,” The New York Times, 8 Sept. 2012: http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/09/08/work-good-or-bad/; last accessed 
9/22/2015.

2 Ibid.
3 Ibid.
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else we know . This means that the gospel is intended to penetrate our motivations, relationships and 
the very world we engage with day- in and day- out .

This three- fold expression of motivations, relationships and world broadens our conception of 
how God wants to renew not just our world, but also our work . From a distinctly Christian per-
spective, faith and work integration must encompass all three of these interconnected aspects of life . 
Otherwise, we minimize the full scope of the gospel’s transformative power . This broader concep-
tion of the gospel, beyond evangelism and ethics and toward a deeper understanding of our daily, 
Spirit- inspired mission, helps us see work in a whole new way, and often gives us fresh hope and 
excitement for our calling .

THE REDEMPTION OF OUR MOTIVATIONS
Starting with our motivations, the gospel challenges the reasons why we work . For most people, the 
surface- level answer to the question of why we work is to make a living . But in today’s Western soci-
ety, many of us have ability to choose which job to take or which career path to pursue . Our choices, 
therefore, reveal our deeper motivations for work . What do we want our work to give us? What do 
we believe it must give us? A sense of financial security? A sense of meaning and purpose? Status and 
fame? The answer varies from person to person, but each of us has an answer if we dig deep enough .

We were created to work, and this work was meant to be an expression of our bearing God’s im-
age . The work of our hands was intended to display God’s glory . Yet because of the fall (Ge 3:1–20), 
humans were separated from God, the source of our identity . In this alienated state, many of us 
now look to work as the source of our identity instead of the expression of it . In our brokenness, we 
are motivated to work in order to regain what we lost in the fall— that instinct toward building 
meaning and purpose that without God’s direction can only turn inward . Instead of trusting God’s 
call upon our lives, in our rebellion we are driven by deep pride and insecurity . In this state, we 
attempt to navigate the dizzying choices of life, desperately trying to establish a sense of self- worth 
and stability through our own efforts and accomplishments .

The fundamental problem with us is not our abilities or the opportunities we have or don’t have . It 
is how we have turned away from God to trust in ourselves and not in him . Deep within our hearts, 
we fashion our own gods as an expression of our rebellious autonomy and self- sovereignty . But we 
have deceived ourselves: We are never really autonomous or sovereign over own lives, and the gospel 
exposes our idolatry and false assumptions . Idols such as money, success, power and sex can never 
satisfy our deeper hunger for status and security . These idols, and our attempts to feed and keep 
them, slowly dehumanize us and often hurt others . We were made in God’s image, which means 
we were made to find our deepest contentment and expression in him alone, not in created things .

The good news is that Christ has reconciled humanity to God, and this renewed relationship can 
utterly transform our deepest motivations for work . In the gospel, work again becomes an expres-
sion of our identity as God’s children . Instead of us trying to earn a sense of worth, security, and 
meaning from our work, our work becomes the opportunity for us to demonstrate in big and small 
ways the beauty and wonder of what it means to be created in God’s image . To borrow a phrase 
from John Calvin, the world is a “dazzling theater” of God’s glory .4  Work is a stage on which we 
can act out the wonder and great privilege of being created in the image of God .

This reality has a profound effect upon our motivations for work . Martin Luther King Jr . ex-
pressed the fruit of this transformation when he said, “If a man is called to be a street sweeper, he 
should sweep streets even as Michelangelo painted, or Beethoven composed music, or Shakespeare 
wrote poetry . He should sweep streets so well that all the host of heaven and earth will pause to say, 

4 John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, 1559 translation edition (Louisville, Westminster John Knox Press, 1960), 1.5.8.
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here lived a great street sweeper who did his job well .”5  What inspires people to participate in this 
kind of work? It is not the result of a motivation to earn a living or to gain some privileged status, 
but rather it is the fruit that manifests in our lives when, after our striving for self- worth is exhausted, 
we are reunited with and perform our work for the One who has loved us and made us in his image .

The gospel transforms our all of our motivations so that we may work to bring God glory, and 
so that when others see the work of our hands— whether that be a brilliantly designed spreadsheet, 
a perfectly brewed cup of coffee or a well- nurtured child— they might gaze upon and experience a 
tangible expression of who God is . Work, therefore, provides an incredible opportunity for us to 
share the gospel— to name the God to whom this work ultimately points, and to explain the splen-
dor and magnificence of his redemptive work in Christ .

THE REDEMPTION OF OUR RELATIONSHIPS
Second, the gospel transforms our relationships in such a way that we can begin to honor everyone 
we encounter, knowing that they too are created in God’s image . Many people often feel dehuman-
ized at work, as they are treated as simply a means to an end . We often don’t see our colleagues or 
co- workers through the lens of the gospel, which reveals God’s immense love for all people, even 
though they and we have all rebelled against him .

In his classic work Life Together, Dietrich Bonhoeffer highlights the revolutionary importance of 
seeing our relationships mediated through Christ and his love: “Human love constructs its own im-
age of the other person, of what he is and what he should become . It takes the life of the other person 
into its own hands . Spiritual love recognizes the true image of the other person which he has received 
from Jesus Christ; the image that Jesus Christ himself embodied and would stamp upon all men .”6 

Renewing our relationships at work begins with a transformation of how we view and love those 
with whom we work . While we might pause at the notion of expressing Christian love to our co-
workers, this transformed perspective is influenced and sourced by God’s love and the profound 
wisdom and discernment his loving Spirit brings . The gospel reveals to us the depths of God’s love 
even as it exposes how limited our own love is . Christ’s love compels us to push the boundaries 
of what it means to love the people with whom we work, even while respecting the appropriate 
boundaries of a workplace relationship . Christ’s love challenges us to consider what it means to care 
for others, seeking their good as well as our own .

As Christians, we are called to see others through Christ’s eyes and not our own . How unfortunate 
that we so often have to remind ourselves that the individuals with whom we work are not a means to 
an end . They are not merely fellow employees paid to do work or resources that we can exploit in order 
to climb the corporate ladder . Rather, they are fellow image- bearers . Work provides a significant arena 
for people to experience what it means to be created in God’s image— to experience the value, dignity, 
worth, creativity and imagination inherent in this immense privilege of mirroring who God is .

When people are treated as wonder- filled expressions of God and his immense creativity and 
handiwork, then work— where people spend most of their waking hours— can be transformed to 
provide a meaningful context for people to flourish .

THE REDEMPTION OF OUR WORLD
This leads us to the third and final perspective of the work . Of the three perspectives, renewal of 
our world is often the most difficult for people to grasp . How does the gospel transform the world 
through work?

5 Martin Luther King, Jr. “What Is Your Life’s Blueprint?” lecture at Barratt Junior High School, Philadelphia, (26 Oct. 1967). Seattle Times: http://old.seattletimes.com/
special/mlk/king/words/blueprint.html. Last accessed 9/24/2015.

6 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together (New York: HarperOne, 2009), 23. 
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Throughout Western history, the church, in caring for its constituents, created new organizations and 
moved into new sectors of business and society, from social service nonprofits to healthcare to educa-
tional institutions . The formation of hospitals and universities, taken for granted today as indispensable 
parts of society, arose in large part because of the church’s call to care for fellow divine image- bearers, 
recognizing the full humanity of even those societal outcasts who were perishing with fatal diseases .

Society as we know it today has been shaped and significantly influenced by faithful Christians living 
out their faith in their daily work . For many, unbeknownst to them, God has been at work through 
them to renew larger societal structures in our world . The church has given rise to entrepreneurs and 
innovators who saw particular areas of brokenness in our world and chose to act through the creative 
use of resources and talents available to them . The hope of the gospel in the renewal of all things fuels 
our imagination to consider how God’s Spirit might be at work in our respective areas of work . The 
gospel reminds us of the abundance of God’s grace to counter the prevailing brokenness and injustice 
that we experience every day, and to consider what our part might be in that renewal process .

But why would God care about the renewal of this world, including the work of our hands? One 
answer to this question goes back to the concept that work is an expression of our identity as people 
created in God’s image . As humans are the expression of God’s glory (see 1Co 11:7), our work by ex-
tension is also an expression of God’s glory . If this is true, then it is easy to understand why our work 
matters so much to God . As God is jealous for his own glory, he desires that our work in all the varying 
sectors of society display his manifold glory in concrete ways .

For example, when a person grows up in a society where the legal system affords due process, they 
come to know and experience a bit of what it means that God is just . In contrast, an individual growing 
up in a totalitarian society where “might makes right” does not come to experience the glory of God’s 
just governance . Likewise, when people live in a society where the arts are valued and flourish, people 
are inspired by God’s immense imaginative faculties . When entrepreneurs grow up in a context where 
there are efficient and established financial systems, they have access to the kind of capital that enables 
them to give rise to something new and create opportunities for others to participate in cultivating this 
amazing world God created .

In other words, work allows people to experience the astounding diversity of God’s glory . When 
people make this connection between everyday work and God’s glory, our work becomes utterly trans-
formed .

God cares about our work because he cares about his glory . He desires to make known his glory 
in this world, and for that reason he will continue to seek those whose eyes are opened to see the 
work of his Spirit preserving and renewing every facet of this world that belongs to him . Christians 
should be the people who care most deeply about the work they do, because they care deeply about 
God’s glory being made known in all the world .

The articles and notes in this Bible are directed toward a faith and work revival that takes seriously 
how the gospel actively transforms and renews all three of these areas— our motivations for work, 
our relationships in work, and how our work renews and impacts this world . The gospel gives us 
incredible hope for and in our work . One day, all that we have done in our lives, including our 
work, will culminate in the glorious return of Christ, when his bride and the New Jerusalem— a 
city beautifully adorned with the cultivated works of humanity— is presented to the Bridegroom . 
The treasures that will be brought into this glorious city will be nothing less than the treasures of 
the nations (Rev 21:23–26) . n



INTRODUCTION TO THE  
FAITH AND WORK BIBLE
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The NIV Faith and Work Bible is a unique and exciting combination of doctrine, application, and 
community experience . It is the product of decades of research and development undertaken with 

the goal of equipping Christians to meaningfully engage their work with a renewed sense of the pow-
er and relevance of the gospel of Jesus Christ . These pages are the fruit of real communities that have 
wrestled and experimented with the profound question, “How does my faith relate to my work?”

As you open the pages of this Bible, it may appear similar to other specialty Bibles you may have 
seen, but we believe these pages reveal a novel approach to the growing question of faith and work 
that takes both doctrine and application seriously .

What you will learn in these pages is not a list of “do’s and don’ts” for your work; rather, you will 
learn theology that will hopefully rewire the way you understand the gospel and how it has every-
thing to do with your work . Once your eyes are open to understanding the connection between 
faith and work, the work of Christ will become all the more beautiful and necessary to you .

DOCTRINAL FRAMEWORK OF MOTIVATION (M), RELATIONSHIPS (R), WORLD (W)
For Biblical truth to be meaningfully understood, it has to be applied; however, theology is often 
presented in a way that makes application challenging . Theological truths are frequently delivered 
without a real sense of how they are relevant . A robust yet simple framework is needed to help users 
apply the doctrines presented in the Bible . We will explore how Biblical doctrines affect our (1) 
motivations, (2) relationships and (3) world .

Another important premise of this Bible is that the gospel is central to all of Scripture . Each 
book, each narrative, each verse points us to the person and work of Jesus Christ, and it is this 
gospel that alone has the power to transform all of life and all of creation, including our work . The 
gospel therefore deeply transforms our motivations for work, our relationships at work, and how 
we engage with the world of our work .

Motivation. The gospel changes individuals, and at the core of this change is a new heart mo-
tivated by what Christ has done in giving us a new identity . Out of this new identity flows new 
desires, the greatest of which are loving God and loving our neighbor . Yet, this profound work of 
the gospel can be completely overlooked in the work context . The motivations and reasons behind 
why we work can be devoid of the gospel’s power . We can work to secure a sense of our own iden-
tity, worth, security, belonging, and comfort; yet work was never designed to ultimately provide 
these things . It is only in Christ that we as individuals can be rightly motivated to work in a manner 
that brings full glory to God . This Bible will make its readers more aware of the critical role of our 
motivations and desires and how the gospel is able to renew and reorder our desires, freeing us to 
work in a manner that releases the power of the gospel .

Relationships. The gospel has profoundly reconciled relationships among human beings because 
of the restored relationship between humanity and God . The work of Christ in our lives through 
the Holy Spirit enables us to relate differently with all people . Co- workers, bosses, managers and 
colleagues are not just people who help us get our work done or who evaluate our work . They are 
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people created in the image of God, and we are called to love them in ways appropriate to our 
workplace context . Relationships at work can often be a source of great discomfort, dysfunction, 
anxiety and toxicity . This Bible will help its readers see how the gospel can powerfully shape how 
we interact with those in our workplaces to promote healthy, effective workplace environments that 
unleash the potential and joy of people working together toward a common purpose .

World. The gospel also changes the world of our work . When people consider the scope of the 
gospel’s impact, often it is limited to individuals and relationships . The narrative of Scripture makes 
clear that the work of Christ is “making everything new” (Rev 21:5) which includes both people 
and the initial call of humanity to cultivate and subdue the earth . The gospel is at work to renew 
things much larger than communities— it is able to transform dysfunctional companies, unjust 
processes, ineffective systems, broken industries, and directionless spheres of society . This Bible will 
help its readers make connections between the world of the Bible and our complex world today so 
that they can see what it means to be people called to seek the prosperity of the world around us .

These three perspectives of motivation, relationships and world provide a robust framework that 
allows individuals to experience the gospel at different levels . You’ll find them in the Core Doctrine 
features and also the Deeper at Work notes .

THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS
The Centrality of the Gospel. Grasping the gospel of Jesus Christ is the main point of this Bible . 
Every page of Scripture points to the significance of the person and work of Christ and how this 
gospel renews everything . Yet, we can lose sight of this amazing news if we fail to understand the 
overarching narrative of the Bible . It is easy to get lost in the details of each story and each book, 
and to lose the big picture that God is faithfully at work to fulfill the covenant he has made with 
his people .

Calling and Work: Definitions. This Bible will address both the concepts of calling and work . 
It is important to differentiate these concepts because they are often used interchangeably; however, 
there is an important distinction to be made . Calling (and its Latin- derived synonym, vocation) is 
a larger category describing God’s purposes for humanity . As the Caller, God has given to us a new 
identity and a new purpose in the gospel, which is the foundation of our calling . God has called a 
people, his church, as people called to follow him . One of the fundamental premises of this book is 
that God has in a sense called his people out of this world— a world characterized by sin, disbelief, 
pride, self- preservation and other ills— so that he can call them back into the world to seek its peace 
and prosperity .

This larger call includes but is not limited to the daily work that we do . This work is what we 
might call our occupation or job— it is the thing we spend most of our day doing . Maintaining this 
distinction between calling and work allows us to understand how our larger calling can powerfully 
inform and shape how we approach our work . Our daily work has been significantly impacted by 
the fall and its far- reaching effects on our world . This larger calling gives us reason to pursue work 
with redemptive hope and meaning . This Bible addresses both the larger concepts of calling and the 
more mundane aspects of our daily work .

KEY FEATURES

Storylines
This Bible features a 31-day journey through the Biblical narrative so that those who have never 
read the Bible in its entirety can begin to grasp this incredible story line that ties together these 
seemingly disconnected 66 books . The Bible will, therefore, no longer seem to be a mere manual 
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for Christian living, but rather the revelation of what God has done in history to redeem his people 
and his creation .

An introduction to and overview of the 31 Biblical narrative readings can be found on page 
XXXX, and a complete index of the readings is located on page XXXX .

Core Doctrines
The end goal of this Bible is to help users deepen their understanding and experience of the gospel, 
and to make them excited to engage their work in a new way . It is the work of Christ alone that has 
the power to renew our motivations, our relationships and the world .

As we begin to understand the message of the gospel, there still remains the challenge of con-
necting this ancient story to our daily lives today . There is a significant cultural and historical gap 
between the context of the Bible and our modern world that makes meaningful application chal-
lenging . Theology embodied in particular doctrines becomes essential to bridging this gap . What 
does the death, resurrection and glorification of Christ have to do with my work today?

There are two possible approaches to answering this question . One can start with specific work 
situations and try to find verses or passages that seem to apply to the situation . While this approach 
can be useful, it is often difficult to find the “right” passages that seem applicable to the complex 
situations in which we find ourselves . The other approach begins with Scripture and seeks to under-
stand significant doctrines that can lead to a growing spiritual discernment . Given the complexities 
of our increasingly globalized world, there is a need for rich and robust theology to guide us in 
understanding how we might apply the Bible to specific workplace situations .

This Bible features historic doctrines that help connect the Bible to our current work context . 
These doctrines are further divided into subtopics that are applied to the areas of motivation, re-
lationships and world . By focusing on these doctrines, you will learn significant theological truths 
that provide a framework for deeper understanding rather than simply finding “the right Christian 
answer .” Studying these core doctrines will equip you to meaningfully apply, in a nuanced way, the 
gospel to various workplace situations and contexts .

For a complete listing of the historic doctrines that covered in this study Bible, please turn to 
page XXXX .

This major feature is designed to guide your study . Each of these 45 features has the following 
aspects:

Deeper in Truth. One of the goals of this Bible is to expose its readers to historic and influential 
writings that have shaped key doctrines of the evangelical faith . To that end, the editors of this 
Bible have curated a list of excerpts from the works of various writers to elaborate on each doctrine . 
Though some of the readings can be a bit challenging, we believe that primary source materials 
help clarify the depth of these doctrines . What’s more, the excerpts from these works are meant to 
point readers to the larger works themselves, which provide much deeper instruction in each of the 
doctrines . Most of these works have withstood the test of time, and their value warrants repeated 
reading .

Connecting. This brief section helps you connect the excerpt to your life today by highlighting 
key ideas and presenting questions that will illuminate its relevance in your workplace .

Deeper at Work. The Bible provides wisdom for all ages and all work . Throughout this study 
Bible you will encounter applications that present real stories of people from various vocations and 
demographics who have wrestled with the implications of a given doctrine in their work . These 
stories are not meant to give you the “right” answer or model what the “ideal” Christian looks like; 
rather, they highlight real people wrestling with what it means to live faithfully, day by day, in their 
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work . These are part of the Core Doctrine articles so that you will see the practical application of 
the Scripture to the issue at hand .

Deeper at Work Feature
We’ve also included more of the Deeper at Work articles outside of the Core Doctrine features 
throughout this Bible so that you can see how real- life individuals apply the truths of the Bible to 
your life . These “Deeper at Work” articles will inspire you to see the full range of how the gospel 
can be applied, and how it is at work in your work . Here you will be encouraged and challenged to 
see the modern- day implications of the Scripture text and to consider how timeless Biblical truths 
can be applied in diverse work settings . For a complete index of these additional Deeper at Work 
articles, see p . XXXX .

Essays
In the front of this Bible is included a thoughtful essay by Dr . David Kim, the General Editor of the 
study materials in this Bible (see p . XXXX) . You’ll also find three more insightful essays that apply 
the concepts within the study notes to your daily life in the end matter . The essays in the back of 
this Bible begin on page XXXX .

Book Introductions
Introductions for each book of the Bible speak to the many ways that each book is applicable to 
the daily work that you engage in . Reading these will give you the perspective that is needed as you 
approach each book of the Bible with a view toward the sometimes- daunting task of living for God 
in the midst of your workplace .

Summary
Our hope and desire is that as you engage with the study materials in this book, you will come to a 
deeper understanding of and appreciation for a doctrinal approach that will bring a new perspective 
to the way the gospel impacts your daily life . Again, our hope is that once your eyes are open to 
understanding the connection between faith and work, the gospel will come alive for you in brand 
new ways . We hope that this Bible will make you excited to engage not only your work, but also the 
world around you with a renewed sense of purpose, grounded in the unique hope of the gospel . n

David H . Kim 
and the editors at Christianity Today
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The Bible reveals the story of this world as seen through the eyes of our Creator . This grand 
narrative provides an essential and invaluable context to help us address life’s big questions— 

perennial issues such as personal identity and the meaning of life . But the Bible is a big book . Many 
of us who try to read through the entire Bible often struggle to get through the first five books . 
Those who manage to read beyond these books can easily lose sight of the bigger picture or get 
distracted by the strange- sounding names and places .

The Story Line feature in this Bible is designed to help you comprehend the whole narrative of 
Scripture while keeping you engaged in the Biblical text . By reading these 31 landmark features, 
you will journey through the story of the entire Bible . You’ll see how familiar Biblical texts take on 
heightened meaning as you begin to grasp the overall flow of God’s redemptive plan as it unfolded 
in history .

How you approach this feature is up to you . You can read one per day for a month or one per 
week, depending on how much time you have and how much of the Biblical text you want to read . 
Each is anchored to the surrounding Scripture text and provides an overview to help you under-
stand the context and significance of the chapters at hand, tying together significant themes— such 
as covenant, for example— that run throughout the Biblical narrative .

The Bible has been and continues to be the guiding light for the Christian life . Below each 
Story Line you will see either a map or a piece of art that correlates with the events highlighted in 
the feature . The maps serve to provide a geographical context for the Biblical narrative, while the 
visual depictions offer a sense of how Christians throughout history have understood and inter-
preted these Biblical passages . These images are intended to stretch your imagination in relation 
to these texts .

Behind this grand narrative is a God who wants to reveal not only his purposes but also himself . 
The Author of this story has written himself into the narrative, and each page of Scripture points to 
the culmination of God’s self- revelation in Jesus Christ . As you read each Story Line, my hope and 
prayer is that you become increasingly enamored with the beauty of Scripture and come to realize 
more every day how your life fits within God’s story . n

David H . Kim

 1 . Genesis 1: Introduction to the Sovereign King
 2 . Genesis 3: A Cataclysmic Rebellion
 3 . Genesis 6: Judgment and Mercy: Noah
 4 . Genesis 12: The Power of Faith
 5 . Exodus 1–3: God Raises a Deliverer: Moses
 6 . Exodus 12: The Exodus from Egypt
 7 . Numbers 14: Rebellion and Judgment in the Wilderness
 8 . Deuteronomy 5: Covenant Renewal in the Next Generation
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 9 . Joshua 1: Conquering the Promised Land
 10 . Judges 2: The Decline of Israel and the Rise of the Judges
 11 . 1 Samuel 1–3: The Rise of a New Prophet
 12 . 1 Samuel 8: Israel Demands a King
 13 . 2 Samuel 7: Samuel Anoints of King David
 14 . 1 Kings 3: King Solomon Builds the Temple
 15 . 1 Kings 11: A Divided and Idolatrous Kingdom
 16 . 2 Kings 17: Israel’s Rebellion Leads to Exile
 17 . Hosea 11: The Prophetic Voice of the North: Hosea
 18 . 2 Kings 18–20: A Righteous King in Judah: Hezekiah
 19 . Jeremiah 1: Judah’s Prophet of Judgment and Hope: Jeremiah
 20 . 2 Kings 25: Judah Is Taken into Exile
 21 . Ezekiel 37: Hope in Exile: Ezekiel
 22 . Nehemiah 9: Covenant Renewal and the Restoration of Jerusalem
 23 . Malachi 3: Words of Hope before Silence
 24 . John 1: The Word Becomes Human
 25 . Mark 1: Jesus Begins His Public Ministry
 26 . Matthew 5: Jesus: True Teacher of the Law
 27 . Matthew 27: Jesus’ Suffering and Death
 28 . Luke 24: Christ’s Resurrection and Ascension
 29 . Acts 2: The Giving of the Spirit and Spread of the Gospel
 30 . Acts 15: Controversy and the First Church Council
 31 . Revelation 21: The Return of the King
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The goal of the New International Version (NIV) is to enable English- speaking people from around 
the world to read and hear God’s eternal Word in their own language . Our work as translators is 

motivated by our conviction that the Bible is God’s Word in written form . We believe that the Bible 
contains the divine answer to the deepest needs of humanity, sheds unique light on our path in a dark 
world and sets forth the way to our eternal well- being . Out of these deep convictions, we have sought 
to recreate as far as possible the experience of the original audience— blending transparency to the 
original text with accessibility for the millions of English speakers around the world . We have priori-
tized accuracy, clarity and literary quality with the goal of creating a translation suitable for public and 
private reading, evangelism, teaching, preaching, memorizing and liturgical use . We have also sought 
to preserve a measure of continuity with the long tradition of translating the Scriptures into English .

The complete NIV Bible was first published in 1978 . It was a completely new translation made 
by over a hundred scholars working directly from the best available Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek 
texts . The translators came from the United States, Great Britain, Canada, Australia and New 
Zealand, giving the translation an international scope . They were from many denominations and 
churches— including Anglican, Assemblies of God, Baptist, Brethren, Christian Reformed, Church 
of Christ, Evangelical Covenant, Evangelical Free, Lutheran, Mennonite, Methodist, Nazarene, 
Presbyterian, Wesleyan and others . This breadth of denominational and theological perspective 
helped to safeguard the translation from sectarian bias . For these reasons, and by the grace of God, 
the NIV has gained a wide readership in all parts of the English- speaking world .

The work of translating the Bible is never finished . As good as they are, English translations must 
be regularly updated so that they will continue to communicate accurately the meaning of God’s 
Word . Updates are needed in order to reflect the latest developments in our understanding of the 
biblical world and its languages and to keep pace with changes in English usage . Recognizing, 
then, that the NIV would retain its ability to communicate God’s Word accurately only if it were 
regularly updated, the original translators established the Committee on Bible Translation (CBT) . 
The Committee is a self- perpetuating group of biblical scholars charged with keeping abreast of 
advances in biblical scholarship and changes in English and issuing periodic updates to the NIV . 
The CBT is an independent, self- governing body and has sole responsibility for the NIV text . The 
Committee mirrors the original group of translators in its diverse international and denominational 
makeup and in its unifying commitment to the Bible as God’s inspired Word .

In obedience to its mandate, the Committee has issued periodic updates to the NIV . An initial 
revision was released in 1984 . A more thorough revision process was completed in 2005, resulting 
in the separately published TNIV . The updated NIV you now have in your hands builds on both 
the original NIV and the TNIV and represents the latest effort of the Committee to articulate 
God’s unchanging Word in the way the original authors might have said it had they been speaking 
in English to the global English- speaking audience today .

TRANSLATION PHILOSOPHY
The Committee’s translating work has been governed by three widely accepted principles about the 
way people use words and about the way we understand them .
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First, the meaning of words is determined by the way that users of the language actually use them 
at any given time . For the biblical languages, therefore, the Committee utilizes the best and most 
recent scholarship on the way Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek words were being used in biblical times . 
At the same time, the Committee carefully studies the state of modern English . Good translation 
is like good communication: one must know the target audience so that the appropriate choices 
can be made about which English words to use to represent the original words of Scripture . From 
its inception, the NIV has had as its target the general English- speaking population all over the 
world, the “International” in its title reflecting this concern . The aim of the Committee is to put 
the Scriptures into natural English that will communicate effectively with the broadest possible 
audience of English speakers .

Modern technology has enhanced the Committee’s ability to choose the right English words to 
convey the meaning of the original text . The field of computational linguistics harnesses the power 
of computers to provide broadly applicable and current data about the state of the language . Trans-
lators can now access huge databases of modern English to better understand the current meaning 
and usage of key words . The Committee utilized this resource in preparing the 2011 edition of 
the NIV . An area of especially rapid and significant change in English is the way certain nouns 
and pronouns are used to refer to human beings . The Committee therefore requested experts in 
computational linguistics at Collins Dictionaries to pose some key questions about this usage to its 
database of English— the largest in the world, with over 4 .4 billion words, gathered from several 
English- speaking countries and including both spoken and written English . (The Collins Study, 
called “The Development and Use of Gender Language in Contemporary English,” can be accessed 
at http://www.thenivbible.com/about- the- niv/about- the-2011-edition/ .) The study revealed that the 
most popular words to describe the human race in modern U .S . English were “humanity,” “man” 
and “mankind .” The Committee then used this data in the updated NIV, choosing from among 
these three words (and occasionally others also) depending on the context .

A related issue creates a larger problem for modern translations: the move away from using the 
third- person masculine singular pronouns— “he/him/his”— to refer to men and women equally . 
This usage does persist in some forms of English, and this revision therefore occasionally uses these 
pronouns in a generic sense . But the tendency, recognized in day- to- day usage and confirmed by 
the Collins study, is away from the generic use of “he,” “him” and “his .” In recognition of this shift 
in language and in an effort to translate into the natural English that people are actually using, this 
revision of the NIV generally uses other constructions when the biblical text is plainly addressed 
to men and women equally . The reader will encounter especially frequently a “they,” “their” or 
“them” to express a generic singular idea . Thus, for instance, Mark 8:36 reads: “What good is it for 
someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?” This generic use of the “distributive” or 
“singular” “they/them/their” has been used for many centuries by respected writers of English and 
has now become established as standard English, spoken and written, all over the world .

A second linguistic principle that feeds into the Committee’s translation work is that meaning is 
found not in individual words, as vital as they are, but in larger clusters: phrases, clauses, sentences, 
discourses . Translation is not, as many people think, a matter of word substitution: English word x 
in place of Hebrew word y . Translators must first determine the meaning of the words of the biblical 
languages in the context of the passage and then select English words that accurately communicate 
that meaning to modern listeners and readers . This means that accurate translation will not always 
reflect the exact structure of the original language . To be sure, there is debate over the degree to 
which translators should try to preserve the “form” of the original text in English . From the begin-
ning, the NIV has taken a mediating position on this issue . The manual produced when the transla-
tion that became the NIV was first being planned states: “If the Greek or Hebrew syntax has a good 
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parallel in modern English, it should be used . But if there is no good parallel, the English syntax 
appropriate to the meaning of the original is to be chosen .” It is fine, in other words, to carry over 
the form of the biblical languages into English— but not at the expense of natural expression . The 
principle that meaning resides in larger clusters of words means that the Committee has not insisted 
on a “word- for- word” approach to translation . We certainly believe that every word of Scripture is 
inspired by God and therefore to be carefully studied to determine what God is saying to us . It is 
for this reason that the Committee labors over every single word of the original texts, working hard 
to determine how each of those words contributes to what the text is saying . Ultimately, however, it 
is how these individual words function in combination with other words that determines meaning .

A third linguistic principle guiding the Committee in its translation work is the recognition that 
words have a spectrum of meaning . It is popular to define a word by using another word, or “gloss,” 
to substitute for it . This substitute word is then sometimes called the “literal” meaning of a word . 
In fact, however, words have a range of possible meanings . Those meanings will vary depending on 
the context, and words in one language will usually not occupy the same semantic range as words in 
another language . The Committee therefore studies each original word of Scripture in its context to 
identify its meaning in a particular verse and then chooses an appropriate English word (or phrase) 
to represent it . It is impossible, then, to translate any given Hebrew, Aramaic or Greek word with 
the same English word all the time . The Committee does try to translate related occurrences of a 
word in the original languages with the same English word in order to preserve the connection for 
the English reader . But the Committee generally privileges clear natural meaning over a concern 
with consistency in rendering particular words .

TEXTUAL BASIS
For the Old Testament the standard Hebrew text, the Masoretic Text as published in the latest 
edition of Biblia Hebraica, has been used throughout . The Masoretic Text tradition contains mar-
ginal notations that offer variant readings . These have sometimes been followed instead of the text 
itself . Because such instances involve variants within the Masoretic tradition, they have not been 
indicated in the textual notes . In a few cases, words in the basic consonantal text have been divided 
differently than in the Masoretic Text . Such cases are usually indicated in the textual footnotes . The 
Dead Sea Scrolls contain biblical texts that represent an earlier stage of the transmission of the He-
brew text . They have been consulted, as have been the Samaritan Pentateuch and the ancient scribal 
traditions concerning deliberate textual changes . The translators also consulted the more important 
early versions . Readings from these versions, the Dead Sea Scrolls and the scribal traditions were 
occasionally followed where the Masoretic Text seemed doubtful and where accepted principles of 
textual criticism showed that one or more of these textual witnesses appeared to provide the cor-
rect reading . In rare cases, the translators have emended the Hebrew text where it appears to have 
become corrupted at an even earlier stage of its transmission . These departures from the Masoretic 
Text are also indicated in the textual footnotes . Sometimes the vowel indicators (which are later 
additions to the basic consonantal text) found in the Masoretic Text did not, in the judgment of 
the translators, represent the correct vowels for the original text . Accordingly, some words have 
been read with a different set of vowels . These instances are usually not indicated in the footnotes .

The Greek text used in translating the New Testament has been an eclectic one, based on the 
latest editions of the Nestle- Aland/United Bible Societies’ Greek New Testament . The translators 
have made their choices among the variant readings in accordance with widely accepted principles 
of New Testament textual criticism . Footnotes call attention to places where uncertainty remains .

The New Testament authors, writing in Greek, often quote the Old Testament from its ancient 
Greek version, the Septuagint . This is one reason why some of the Old Testament quotations in the 
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NIV New Testament are not identical to the corresponding passages in the NIV Old Testament . 
Such quotations in the New Testament are indicated with the footnote “(see Septuagint) .”

FOOTNOTES AND FORMATTING
Footnotes in this version are of several kinds, most of which need no explanation . Those giving 
alternative translations begin with “Or” and generally introduce the alternative with the last word 
preceding it in the text, except when it is a single- word alternative . When poetry is quoted in a 
footnote a slash mark indicates a line division .

It should be noted that references to diseases, minerals, flora and fauna, architectural details, 
clothing, jewelry, musical instruments and other articles cannot always be identified with precision . 
Also, linear measurements and measures of capacity can only be approximated (see the Table of 
Weights and Measures) . Although Selah, used mainly in the Psalms, is probably a musical term, its 
meaning is uncertain . Since it may interrupt reading and distract the reader, this word has not been 
kept in the English text, but every occurrence has been signaled by a footnote .

As an aid to the reader, sectional headings have been inserted . They are not to be regarded as 
part of the biblical text and are not intended for oral reading . It is the Committee’s hope that these 
headings may prove more helpful to the reader than the traditional chapter divisions, which were 
introduced long after the Bible was written .

Sometimes the chapter and/or verse numbering in English translations of the Old Testament dif-
fers from that found in published Hebrew texts . This is particularly the case in the Psalms, where the 
traditional titles are included in the Hebrew verse numbering . Such differences are indicated in the 
footnotes at the bottom of the page . In the New Testament, verse numbers that marked off portions 
of the traditional English text not supported by the best Greek manuscripts now appear in brackets, 
with a footnote indicating the text that has been omitted (see, for example, Matthew 17:[21]) .

Mark 16:9–20 and John 7:53—8:11, although long accorded virtually equal status with the rest 
of the Gospels in which they stand, have a questionable standing in the textual history of the New 
Testament, as noted in the bracketed annotations with which they are set off . A different typeface 
has been chosen for these passages to indicate their uncertain status .

Basic formatting of the text, such as lining the poetry, paragraphing (both prose and poetry), set-
ting up of (administrative- like) lists, indenting letters and lengthy prayers within narratives and the 
insertion of sectional headings, has been the work of the Committee . However, the choice between 
single- column and double- column formats has been left to the publishers . Also the issuing of “red- 
letter” editions is a publisher’s choice— one that the Committee does not endorse .

The Committee has again been reminded that every human effort is flawed— including this 
revision of the NIV . We trust, however, that many will find in it an improved representation of the 
Word of God, through which they hear his call to faith in our Lord Jesus Christ and to service in 
his kingdom . We offer this version of the Bible to him in whose name and for whose glory it has 
been made . n

The Committee on Bible Translation
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Introduction to

G
enesis, a Greek word meaning “origin” or “beginning,” was the title given to this 
book by the translators of the third- century BC Greek Old Testament known 
as the Septuagint. � e � rst word in the Hebrew text, bereshith, means “in [the] 
beginning” and is the Hebrew name for this book. � is book is about many 

beginnings— the beginning of the universe, of man and woman, of human sin, of God’s 
promises and plans for salvation, and of a special relationship between God and Abraham.

Although this book begins with the creation of the universe, the focal point is the 
creation of human beings. As the human race multiplies, the account narrows to speci� c 
individuals and families. � e contents of Genesis, divided on this basis, are: the creation 
of the heavens and the earth (2:4), the story of the generations of Adam (5:1), of Noah 
(6:9), of the sons of Noah (10:1), of Shem (11:10), of Terah (11:27), of Ishmael (25:12), 
of Isaac (25:19), of Esau (36:1), and of Jacob (37:2).

� e book of Genesis introduces God’s progressive self- revelation to humanity. It is 
quoted or referred to more than sixty times in the New Testament, where God’s revelation 
culminates in the person of Jesus Christ. In this way, Genesis provides the history of the 
beginning of God’s relationship with humankind, and thus the book is essential for a 
proper understanding of God’s subsequent dealings with his people.

Genesis is resolutely monotheistic, telling the acts of one sovereign God who created 
all that exists. It also begins telling the story of God’s judgment against sin and his plan 
to save humans— who he made in his image— from the consequences of their rebellion 
against him. Finally, Genesis introduces us to the way God initiates a relationship with 
humankind and how he remains faithful to his promises.

� e major themes in Genesis that we can apply to our work are creation, fall, sin and 
faith. As God’s image bearers, we were made to work alongside him in bringing continued 
order to creation. However, as a result of the fall, sin has disrupted our relationship with 
God, with others and with all creation. Our work to develop and rule over the earth is now 
frustrated. Yet in Genesis we also learn about God’s grace and how faith in him is a doorway 
to experiencing redemption and peace in every area of our lives— including our work. ■

GENESIS
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1:1 a Jn 1:1-2 
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d Ps 104:30
1:3 e Ps 33:6, 9; 
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104:14
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Ps 8:3; Isa 40:26
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1:21 s Ps 104:25-26
1:22 t ver 28; 
Ge 8:17

The Beginning

1   In the be gin ning a God cre at ed 
the heav ens and the  earth. b 2 Now 
the  earth was form less and emp
ty, c dark ness was over the sur face 
of the deep, and the Spir it of God d 
was hov er ing over the wa ters.

 3 And God said, e “Let  there be  light,” 
and  there was  light. f 4 God saw 
that the  light was good, and he 
sep a rat ed the  light from the 
dark ness. 5 God  called the  light 
“day,” and the dark ness he  called 
“night.” g And  there was eve ning, 
and  there was morn ing —  the  first 
day.

 6 And God said, “Let  there be a  vault h 
be tween the wa ters to sep a rate 
wa ter from wa ter.” 7 So God made 
the  vault and sep a rat ed the wa
ter un der the  vault from the wa
ter  above it. i And it was so. 8 God 
 called the  vault “sky.” And  there 
was eve ning, and  there was 
morn ing —  the sec ond day.

 9 And God said, “Let the wa ter un der 
the sky be gath ered to one  place, j 
and let dry  ground ap pear.” And 
it was so. 10 God  called the dry 
 ground “land,” and the gath ered 
wa ters he  called “seas.” And God 
saw that it was good.

    11 Then God said, “Let the land 
pro duce veg e ta tion: k seedbear
ing  plants and  trees on the land 
that bear  fruit with seed in it, ac
cord ing to  their var i ous  kinds.” 
And it was so. 12 The land pro
duced veg e ta tion:  plants bear ing 
seed ac cord ing to  their  kinds and 
 trees bear ing  fruit with seed in 

it ac cord ing to  their  kinds. And 
God saw that it was good. 13 And 
 there was eve ning, and  there was 
morn ing —  the  third day.

 14 And God said, “Let  there be  lights l in 
the  vault of the sky to sep a rate the 
day from the  night, and let them 
 serve as  signs m to mark  sacred 
times, n and days and  years, 15 and 
let them be  lights in the  vault of 
the sky to give  light on the  earth.” 
And it was so. 16 God made two 
 great  lights —  the great er  light to 
gov ern o the day and the less er 
 light to gov ern p the  night. He also 
made the  stars. q 17 God set them 
in the  vault of the sky to give  light 
on the  earth, 18 to gov ern the day 
and the  night, r and to sep a rate 
 light from dark ness. And God saw 
that it was good. 19 And  there was 
eve ning, and  there was morn
ing —  the  fourth day.

 20 And God said, “Let the wa ter teem 
with liv ing crea tures, and let 
 birds fly  above the  earth  across 
the  vault of the sky.” 21 So God cre
at ed the  great crea tures of the sea 
and ev ery liv ing  thing with  which 
the wa ter  teems and that moves 
about in it, s ac cord ing to  their 
 kinds, and ev ery  winged bird ac
cord ing to its kind. And God saw 
that it was good. 22 God  blessed 
them and said, “Be fruit ful and 
in crease in num ber and fill the 
wa ter in the seas, and let the  birds 
in crease on the  earth.” t 23 And 
 there was eve ning, and  there was 
morn ing —  the  fifth day.

 24 And God said, “Let the land pro duce 
liv ing crea tures ac cord ing to  their 



DOCTRINE OF GOD

CREATOR (GENESIS 1:1)

T
he � rst thing we learn about God when we open the Bible is that he is 
Creator. As Creator, he is eternal, all- powerful and all- present. Yet the focus 
of Genesis 1 is his work of creating through words. And we see that he re-
veals himself through his action, for everything he creates is good.  Creation 

is a re� ection of his very being, as Paul writes in Romans 1:20: “For since the creation of the world 
God’s invisible qualities— his eternal power and divine nature— have been clearly seen, being un-
derstood from what has been made.” All of creation reveals something about who God is, and at 
the climax we learn that humans especially re� ect God— we were made “in his image” (see 1:27).

DEEPER IN 

TRUTH
In his monumental Reformed Dogmatics, Herman Bavinck highlights how all of nature is a tangible 
revelation of God’s power and majesty. Creation not only reveals who God is but also “� nds its goal 
in his glory.”1 And human beings— God’s image bearers— were created to especially re� ect God’s 
glory. Bavinck explains:

God created man after his image and for his glory (Ge 1:26; Isa. 43:7). He glori� ed 
himself in the Pharaoh of the Exodus (Ex 14:17) and in the man born blind (Jn 9:3), 
and made the wicked for the day of trouble (Pr 16:4; Ro 9:22). Christ came to glorify 
God (Jn 17:4), and he bestows all the bene� ts of grace for his name’s sake: redemp-
tion, forgiveness, sancti� cation, and so forth (Ps 105:8; 78:9� .; Isa 43:25; 48:11; 
60:21; 61:3; Ro 9:23; Eph 1:6� .).2

According to Bavinck, the � nal goal of all creation is to give glory to God. Yes, we enjoy God’s 
good creation as a gracious gift from him, and he created the world to supply our needs. But that 
is not an end in itself. All creatures were made to point to 
him and display his goodness. To be sure, God is already 
given glory by his people (see Ps 115:1). But, as Bavinck 
explains, “someday God alone will be great (Isa. 2:2–22) 
and receive glory from all his creatures (Rev 4:11; 19:6). He is the First and the Last, the Alpha and 
the Omega (Isa 44:6; 48:12; Rev 1:8; 22:13). Of him, through him, and to him are all things (Ro 
11:36).”3

Connecting
God’s creativity has profound implications for human work. Scripture tells us that humans are 
a unique expression of God’s glory, being his unique image bearers. Part of bearing the image of 
God is re� ected in our working. Our God is a working God, and he made us his workers. When 
we work, we re� ect who God is. Not only that, but our work is also an expression of who we are. 
Just as God’s work visibly expresses his nature, so also our work re� ects who he made us to be. And 
the end goal, of course, is that God will be glori� ed. For he intended that everything we do will 

God’s creativity has profound 
implications for human work.



1. Herman Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics: God and Creation, Vol. 2, ed. John Bolt, trans. John Vriend, (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2004), 407.  2. Ibid., 433.   
3. Ibid.

ultimately point to him. � us, God’s creativity— his being the Creator— is the starting point for 
understanding the dignity and grandeur of human work. 

How does seeing yourself as God’s image bearer shape the way you think about work? Do you see 
your work as an expression of your identity?

DEEPER AT 

WORK
MOTIVATION

WORLD

Cabinetmaker
I’m a lawyer by trade, but I love working with my hands. I grew up helping my dad on the farm 
and in his cabinet shop. Building cabinets and remodeling kitchens and bathrooms taught me how 
to use my hands to construct objects and to use my mind to overcome obstacles. Over the years, I 
have used these skills in many ways and in di� erent contexts.

My wife of over forty years has come to realize that I will always have a project to work on— 
whether it’s adding a feature to our home or buying another house that needs renovating. My latest 
project: remodeling our utility room.

I wanted to design and construct a laundry table. My initial concept was simple. I was going 
make a basic table on which to fold clothes. My wife, however, would have been satis� ed if I had 
purchased a plastic fold- up table. Instead, after many hours in the garage, I crafted a piece of � ne 
furniture with soft- closing drawers for cat food, pull- out laundry racks and a solid- surface coun-
tertop. She loves it.

I enjoyed every aspect of designing and building the table. I didn’t even mind the hours I spent 
on it when I could’ve been playing golf. I now � nd myself turning the lights on as I walk past the 
laundry room so I can admire my work, which leaves me wondering, “Why does this make me feel 
so good?”

I realized that this creation, as well as my other projects, is a visible expression of my nature— 
much like God’s work re� ects his nature. Unlike God, however, my resources are limited, and so is 
my imagination.

Still, the process of transforming an idea into something concrete that is more beautiful and 
useful than I initially imagined, is rewarding beyond measure, especially when it’s for someone else. 
� e table is not just an object made from wood, metal and plastic. It’s my creation and an expres-
sion of my love for my wife. Just as the universe is a revelation of God’s immense love for us, so also 
our work can be an expression of our love for God and others. ■
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2   Thus the heav ens and the  earth 
were com plet ed in all  their vast 
ar ray.

 2 By the sev enth day God had fin ished 
the work he had been do ing; so on 
the sev enth day he rest ed from all 
his work. f 3 Then God  blessed the 
sev enth day and made it holy, g 
be cause on it he rest ed from all 
the work of cre at ing that he had 
done.

Adam and Eve
4 This is the ac count of the heav ens 

and the  earth when they were cre at ed, 
when the Lord God made the  earth 
and the heav ens.

5 Now no  shrub had yet ap peared on 
the  earth b and no  plant had yet  sprung 
up, h for the Lord God had not sent rain 
on the  earth i and  there was no one to 
work the  ground, 6 but  streams c came 
up from the  earth and wa tered the 
 whole sur face of the  ground. 7 Then 
the Lord God  formed a man d from the 
dust j of the  ground k and  breathed into 
his nos trils the  breath l of life, m and the 
man be came a liv ing be ing. n

8 Now the Lord God had plant ed a 
gar den in the east, in Eden; o and  there 
he put the man he had  formed. 9 The 
Lord God made all  kinds of  trees grow 
out of the  ground —   trees that were 
pleas ing to the eye and good for food. 
In the mid dle of the gar den were the 
tree of life p and the tree of the knowl
edge of good and evil. q

10 A riv er wa ter ing the gar den  flowed 
from Eden; from  there it was sep a rat ed 
into four head wa ters. 11 The name of 
the  first is the Pi shon; it  winds  through 
the en tire land of Hav i lah,  where  there 
is gold. 12 (The gold of that land is good; 
ar o mat ic res in e and onyx are also 
 there.) 13 The name of the sec ond riv er 
is the Gi hon; it  winds  through the en
tire land of Cush. f 14 The name of the 

 kinds: the live stock, the crea tures 
that move  along the  ground, and 
the wild an i mals, each ac cord ing 
to its kind.” And it was so. 25 God 
made the wild an i mals u ac cord
ing to  their  kinds, the live stock 
ac cord ing to  their  kinds, and all 
the crea tures that move  along the 
 ground ac cord ing to  their  kinds. 
And God saw that it was good.

    26 Then God said, “Let us v make 
man kind in our im age, w in our 
like ness, so that they may rule x 
over the fish in the sea and the 
 birds in the sky, over the live stock 
and all the wild an i mals, a and 
over all the crea tures that move 
 along the ground.”

 27 So God created mankind in his 
own image, y

  in the image of God he created 
them;

  male and female z he created 
them.

    28 God  blessed them and said to 
them, “Be fruit ful and in crease in 
num ber; fill the  earth a and sub
due it. Rule over the fish in the sea 
and the  birds in the sky and over 
ev ery liv ing crea ture that  moves 
on the ground.”

    29 Then God said, “I give you ev
ery seedbear ing  plant on the face 
of the  whole  earth and ev ery tree 
that has  fruit with seed in it. They 
will be  yours for food. b 30 And to 
all the  beasts of the  earth and all 
the  birds in the sky and all the 
crea tures that move along the 
 ground —  ev ery thing that has 
the  breath of life in it —  I give ev
ery  green  plant for food. c” And it 
was so.

    31 God saw all that he had 
made, d and it was very good. e And 
 there was eve ning, and  there was 
morn ing —  the  sixth day.

a 26 Probable reading of the original Hebrew text (see Syriac); Masoretic Text the earth    b 5 Or land ; also in 
verse 6    c 6 Or mist    d 7 The Hebrew for man (adam) sounds like and may be related to the Hebrew for ground 
(adamah) ; it is also the name Adam (see verse 20).    e 12 Or good; pearls    f 13 Possibly southeast Mesopotamia    



STORYLINE

Introduction to the Sovereign King
Read God’s Story: Genesis 1– 2; Psalm 8, 104

Key Verse: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
 Genesis 1:1

■ ■ ■

The Bible is fundamentally the narrative of God’s redeeming work in the world. It begins with 
creation, revealing the eternal God who existed before anything was made. He is the sovereign 

King and Lord of all that exists, and creation displays his glorious character.
Genesis 1 tells the paramount truth that “In the beginning God . . .” God created with his words, 

and he is dynamically and intimately involved in his creation. � rough creation he reveals himself 
to be both transcendent (beyond physical human experience) and immanent (operating within 
our world), holy and intimate. Although the act of creation is ultimately a mystery we cannot fully 
comprehend— and discussions of its details often raise controversial questions— Genesis 1 presents 
a God who is sovereign over all creation.

At the pinnacle of creation, God created Adam and Eve. Unlike creation accounts from other 
religions and cultures, Genesis 1 presents humans not as slaves subject to whimsical gods, but 
as bearers of God’s divine image who have inherent dignity. Human beings are called to care for 
creation as God’s vice- regents in the world. As a result of this great privilege, humans ful� ll their 
call when they steward, nurture, protect and cultivate God’s awe- inspiring creation and when they 
worship him for his power, wonder, wisdom and love. ■

� e Story continues: Genesis 3, p. 0. 
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2 The wom an said to the ser pent, 
“We may eat  fruit from the  trees in the 
gar den, 3 but God did say, ‘You must 
not eat  fruit from the tree that is in the 
mid dle of the gar den, and you must 
not  touch it, or you will die.’ ”

4 “You will not cer tain ly die,” the 
ser pent said to the wom an. c 5 “For God 
 knows that when you eat from it your 
eyes will be  opened, and you will be 
like God, d know ing good and evil.”

6 When the wom an saw that the 
 fruit of the tree was good for food 
and pleas ing to the eye, and also de
sir able e for gain ing wis dom, she took 
some and ate it. She also gave some to 
her hus band, who was with her, and 
he ate it. f 7 Then the eyes of both of 
them were  opened, and they re al ized 
they were na ked; so they  sewed fig 
 leaves to geth er and made cov er ings 
for them selves.

8 Then the man and his wife  heard 
the  sound of the Lord God as he was 
walk ing g in the gar den in the cool of 
the day, and they hid h from the Lord 
God  among the  trees of the gar den. 
9 But the Lord God  called to the man, 
“Where are you?”

10 He an swered, “I  heard you in the 
gar den, and I was  afraid be cause I was 
na ked; so I hid.”

11 And he said, “Who told you that 
you were na ked? Have you eat en from 
the tree that I com mand ed you not to 
eat from?”

12 The man said, “The wom an you 
put here with me —  she gave me some 
 fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”

13 Then the Lord God said to the 
wom an, “What is this you have done?”

The wom an said, “The ser pent de
ceived me, i and I ate.”

14 So the Lord God said to the ser
pent, “Be cause you have done this,

  “Cursed j are you above all livestock
  and all wild animals!
  You will crawl on your belly
  and you will eat dust k

  all the days of your life.

 third riv er is the Ti gris; r it runs  along 
the east side of Ash ur. And the  fourth 
riv er is the Eu phra tes.

15 The Lord God took the man and 
put him in the Gar den of Eden to work 
it and take care of it. 16 And the Lord 
God com mand ed the man, “You are 
free to eat from any tree in the gar den; 
17 but you must not eat from the tree 
of the knowl edge of good and evil, for 
when you eat from it you will cer tain ly 
die.” s

18 The Lord God said, “It is not good 
for the man to be  alone. I will make a 
help er suit able for him.” t

19 Now the Lord God had  formed 
out of the  ground all the wild an i mals u 
and all the  birds in the sky. He  brought 
them to the man to see what he  would 
name them; and what ev er the man 
 called each liv ing crea ture, v that was 
its name. 20 So the man gave  names to 
all the live stock, the  birds in the sky 
and all the wild an i mals.

But for Adam a no suit able help er 
was  found. 21 So the Lord God  caused 
the man to fall into a deep  sleep; and 
 while he was sleep ing, he took one of 
the  man’s ribs b and then  closed up the 
 place with  flesh. 22 Then the Lord God 
made a wom an from the rib c   w he had 
tak en out of the man, and he  brought 
her to the man.

23 The man said,

  “This is now bone of my bones
  and flesh of my flesh; x

  she shall be called ‘woman,’
  for she was taken out of man.”
24 That is why a man  leaves his fa ther 
and moth er and is unit ed y to his wife, 
and they be come one flesh. z

25 Adam and his wife were both na
ked, a and they felt no shame.

The Fall

3 Now the ser pent b was more  crafty 
than any of the wild an i mals the 

Lord God had made. He said to the 
wom an, “Did God real ly say, ‘You must 
not eat from any tree in the gar den’?”
a 20 Or the man    b 21 Or took part of the man’s side    c 22 Or part    



DOCTRINE OF HUMANITY

CULTURAL MANDATE (GENESIS 1:28)

A
fter God created humanity, he gave them a series of commands: be fruit-
ful and multiply, � ll the earth, subdue it and have dominion over other 
living things. � is call to cultivate the world and exercise dominion is 
often called the cultural mandate. As God’s image bearers, our vocation is 

to re� ect his nature— as modeled for us in his work of creating— by bringing increased order, struc-
ture, vibrancy and � ourishing to this world that’s so full of potential. God wants us to steward what 
he has lovingly given to us as a gift, to responsibly harness nature’s power and innovate for his glory 
and the good of all creation.

DEEPER IN 

TRUTH
When we read that God rested on the seventh day, we shouldn’t take this to mean that creation was 
entirely � nished or no longer in need of development. Rather, he made humans in his image to 
continue his work and bring creation to its God- given potential. Albert Wolters explains this in his 
book Creation Regained: Biblical Basics for a Reformational Worldview:

Although God has withdrawn from the work of creation, he has put an image of himself 
on the earth with a mandate to continue. � e earth had been completely unformed and 
empty; in the six- day process of development God had formed it and � lled it— but not 
completely. People must now carry on the work of development: by being fruitful they 
must � ll it even more; by subduing it they must form it even more. Mankind, as God’s 
representatives on earth, carry on where God left o� . But this is now to be a human 
development of the earth. � e human race will � ll the earth with its own kind, and it 
will form the earth for its own kind. From now on the development of the created earth 
will be societal and cultural in nature. In a single word, the task ahead is civilization.1

Creation is not a static quantity. Rather, there is “a growing up .  .  . an unfolding of creation,”2  
 Wolters explains. “� is takes place through the task that 
people have been given of bringing to fruition the possibil-
ities of development implicit in the work of God’s hands.”3  
� is mandate is not reserved for “elites”— politicians, pas-
tors, entrepreneurs and so on. No, we all— no matter our 
rank, ethnicity, age or vocation— are called to continue 
God’s work in bringing order and vibrancy to our world. 
God has entrusted humans with the inordinate privilege 
of continuing his work of creation “to be God’s helper in 
executing to the end the blueprint for his masterpiece.”4 

Connecting
� is cultural mandate gives our work incredible signi� cance, since it is meant to be an extension 
of God’s work in creation. Still, many of us do not sense that the work we perform each day has a 

The Bible says that work is 
good, and the cultural man-
date reminds us that the work 
we participate in points to 
something far greater than 
ourselves, even if we can’t see 
the bigger picture.



1. Albert M. Wolters. Creation Regained: Biblical Basics for a Reformational Worldview (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2005), 41–42. 43–44.  
2. Ibid., 44.  3.  Ibid.  4.  Ibid

signi� cant meaning or purpose. Some of us even see work as torment and a curse, an obstacle to 
what’s really important: whether it be friends, family, hobbies— you name it. But the Bible says that 
work is good, and the cultural mandate reminds us that the work we participate in points to some-
thing far greater than ourselves, even if we can’t see the bigger picture. Sure, work is tainted now 
because of the fall, and we are incredibly limited. But as God’s image bearers, we work to contribute 
to human � ourishing and the development of the earth.

How does your work bring order and � ourishing to your company or community? How does it 
contribute to the common good, the well- being of others and the improvement of the world?

DEEPER AT 

WORK WORLD

City Planner
I’m a city planner for New York City. When a developer wants to build something that is not cur-
rently allowed, he or she has to submit a proposal to the city. My job is to understand the project, 
review the application and sign o�  on the proposal when it’s complete.

At a deeper level, though, I want to make good decisions that contribute to the shalom— a He-
brew word meaning “peace, harmony, wholeness and welfare”— of the city, which means I need to 
understand God’s original vision for human � ourishing. � e cultural mandate in Genesis a�  rms the 
importance of cultivating the earth and subduing it for God’s glory. Realizing that God’s vision for 
human � ourishing includes development, cultivation and order has brought excitement to my work.

In order to determine whether a particular proposal contributes to the welfare of a particular 
place, I must look closely at the surrounding community— its people, personality and passions. 
Only then can I judge how to best support new investment and development. In theory, my job is 
quite simple. Yet in reality I face many competing goals and values that sometimes contradict my 
faith. For example, New York City real estate development usually favors people with deep pockets 
and impressive platforms. Wealthy neighborhoods have clout and, therefore, the ability to frame 
the conversation in their favor. Yet my faith calls me to care for the poor and vulnerable. Working 
with this tension frequently challenges me.

I get lost in a world that measures � ourishing di� erently than Christianity does. I cringe on the 
inside when I see backroom dealings or bad projects that harm neighborhoods. I know the stakes for 
these communities, and most of the time I am powerless to act justly without jeopardizing my job.

At other times, however, my work gives me a glimpse of the coming redemption of place. Re-
cently, for example, after I presented a plan for a large rezoning project, a woman approached me 
at a community board meeting. She passionately accused me of being “the single most destructive 
force” in her neighborhood, “the harbinger of gentri� cation” and the developer who will cut down 
her trees. I then explained the complicated and counterintuitive zoning proposal and reassured her 
that I was there to protect, not harm, her neighborhood. We eventually came to a mutual under-
standing, and then she hugged me.

I’m comforted when I remember my individual limitations in altering the landscape of develop-
ment in the city, yet I realize that this is my role in God’s plan for redeeming creation— in which the 
cultural mandate plays a critical part. While I can’t right every wrong, I can try my hardest, trusting 
in God’s gracious involvement in my work. ■
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from  which he had been tak en. 24 Af ter 
he  drove the man out, he  placed on the 
east side e of the Gar den of Eden cher
u bim x and a flam ing  sword y flash ing 
back and  forth to  guard the way to the 
tree of life. z

Cain and Abel

4 Adam c made love to his wife Eve, 
and she be came preg nant and 

gave  birth to Cain. f She said, “With the 
help of the Lord I have  brought  forth g 
a man.” 2 Lat er she gave  birth to his 
broth er Abel. a

Now Abel kept  f locks, and Cain 
 worked the soil. 3 In the  course of time 
Cain  brought some of the  fruits of the 
soil as an of fer ing to the Lord. b 4 And 
Abel also  brought an of fer ing —  fat 
por tions c from some of the first born of 
his  flock. d The Lord  looked with fa vor 
on Abel and his of fer ing, e 5 but on Cain 
and his of fer ing he did not look with 
fa vor. So Cain was very an gry, and his 
face was down cast.

6 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why 
are you an gry? Why is your face down
cast? 7 If you do what is  right, will you 
not be ac cept ed? But if you do not do 
what is  right, sin is crouch ing at your 
door; f it de sires to have you, but you 
must rule over it. g”

8 Now Cain said to his broth er Abel, 
“Let’s go out to the  field.” h  While they 
were in the  field, Cain at tacked his 
broth er Abel and  killed him. h

9 Then the Lord said to Cain, 
“Where is your broth er Abel?”

“I  don’t know,” he re plied. “Am I my 
broth er’s keep er?”

10 The Lord said, “What have you 
done? Lis ten! Your broth er’s  blood 
 cries out to me from the  ground. i 
11 Now you are un der a  curse and driv
en from the  ground,  which  opened its 
 mouth to re ceive your broth er’s  blood 
from your hand. 12 When you work the 
 ground, it will no lon ger  yield its  crops 

 15 And I will put enmity
  between you and the woman,
  and between your offspring a l 

and hers; m

  he will crush b your head, n

  and you will strike his heel.”
16 To the wom an he said,

  “I will make your pains in 
childbearing very severe;

  with painful labor you will give 
birth to children.

  Your desire will be for your 
husband,

  and he will rule over you. o”
17 To Adam he said, “Be cause you 

lis tened to your wife and ate fruit from 
the tree  about  which I com mand ed 
you, ‘You must not eat from it,’

  “Cursed p is the ground because  
of you;

  through painful toil you will eat 
food from it

  all the days of your life. q

 18 It will produce thorns and thistles 
for you,

  and you will eat the plants  
of the field. r

 19 By the sweat of your brow
  you will eat your food s

  until you return to the ground,
  since from it you were taken;
  for dust you are
  and to dust you will return.” t

20 Adam c  named his wife Eve, d be
cause she  would be come the moth er 
of all the liv ing.

21 The Lord God made gar ments 
of skin for Adam and his wife and 
 clothed them. 22 And the Lord God 
said, “The man has now be come like 
one of us, know ing good and evil. He 
must not be al lowed to  reach out his 
hand and take also from the tree of 
life u and eat, and live for ev er.” 23 So 
the Lord God ban ished him from the 
Gar den of Eden v to work the  ground w 
a 15 Or seed    b 15 Or strike    c 20, 1 Or The man    d 20 Eve probably means living.    e 24 Or placed in front    
f 1 Cain sounds like the Hebrew for brought forth or acquired.    g 1 Or have acquired    h 8 Samaritan Pentateuch, 
Septuagint, Vulgate and Syriac; Masoretic Text does not have “Let’s go out to the field.”    



STORYLINE

A Cataclysmic Rebellion
Read God’s Story: Genesis 3 – 4

Key Verse: “. . . your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 
good and evil.” Genesis 3:5

■ ■ ■

God intended to share intimate and eternal fellowship with humanity. � is plan was traumati-
cally disrupted when Adam and Eve succumbed to the temptation to be like God. � eir act of 

disobedience in
 icted unimaginable consequences on all of humanity and the rest of creation. � e 
wily serpent deceived Adam and Eve into thinking they could prioritize their prideful desires above 
God’s commands. As a result they— and all of humanity— lost their intimate relationship with 
God. Sin settled into God’s created order and eventually led to murder (see Ge 4).

Ever since the fall, sin has distorted and perverted every part of our existence. But God had mercy 
on humanity. Despite Adam and Eve’s rejection of God, he mercifully clothed them through the 
sacri� ce of an animal. � us, Genesis 3 establishes the themes of judgment and mercy that reverber-
ate throughout the rest of Scripture. ■

� e Story continues: Genesis 6, p. 0. 
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him Seth, d s say ing, “God has grant
ed me an oth er  child in  place of Abel, 
 since Cain  killed him.” t 26 Seth also 
had a son, and he  named him Enosh.

At that time peo ple be gan to call on e 
the name of the Lord. u

From Adam to Noah

5 This is the writ ten ac count of 
 Adam’s fam i ly line.

When God cre at ed man kind, he 
made them in the like ness of God. v 
2 He cre at ed them male and fe male w 
and  blessed them. And he named 
them “Man kind” f when they were cre
ated.

3 When Adam had  lived 130  years, 
he had a son in his own like ness, in his 
own im age; x and he  named him Seth. 
4 Af ter Seth was born, Adam  lived 800 
 years and had oth er sons and daugh
ters. 5 Al to geth er, Adam  lived a to tal of 
930  years, and then he died. y

6 When Seth had  lived 105  years, he 
be came the fa ther g of  Enosh. 7 Af ter 
he be came the fa ther of  Enosh, Seth 
 lived 807  years and had oth er sons and 
daugh ters. 8 Al to geth er, Seth  lived a to
tal of 912  years, and then he died.

9 When  Enosh had  lived 90  years, he 
be came the fa ther of Ke nan. 10 Af ter 
he be came the fa ther of Ke nan,  Enosh 
 lived 815  years and had oth er sons and 
daugh ters. 11 Al to geth er,  Enosh  lived a 
to tal of 905  years, and then he died.

12 When Ke nan had  lived 70  years, 
he be came the fa ther of Ma ha la lel. 
13 Af ter he be came the fa ther of Ma ha
la lel, Ke nan  lived 840  years and had 
oth er sons and daugh ters. 14 Al to geth
er, Ke nan  lived a to tal of 910  years, and 
then he died.

15 When Ma ha la lel had  lived 65 
 years, he be came the fa ther of Ja red. 
16 Af ter he be came the fa ther of Ja red, 
Ma ha la lel  lived 830  years and had oth
er sons and daugh ters. 17 Al to geth er, 

for you. You will be a rest less wan der er 
on the earth.”

13 Cain said to the Lord, “My pun
ish ment is more than I can bear. 14 To
day you are driv ing me from the land, 
and I will be hid den from your pres
ence; j I will be a rest less wan der er on 
the  earth, and who ev er  finds me will 
kill me.” k

15 But the Lord said to him, “Not 
so a; any one who  kills Cain l will suf fer 
ven geance sev en  times over. m” Then 
the Lord put a mark on Cain so that 
no one who  found him  would kill him. 
16 So Cain went out from the Lord’s 
pres ence and  lived in the land of Nod, b 
east of Eden. n

17 Cain made love to his wife, and 
she be came preg nant and gave  birth 
to  Enoch. Cain was then build ing a 
city, and he  named it af ter his son o 
 Enoch. 18 To  Enoch was born Irad, and 
Irad was the fa ther of Me hu ja el, and 
Me hu ja el was the fa ther of Me thu sha
el, and Me thu sha el was the fa ther of 
La mech.

19 La mech mar ried two wom en, one 
 named Adah and the oth er Zil lah. 
20 Adah gave  birth to Ja bal; he was the 
fa ther of  those who live in  tents and 
 raise live stock. 21 His broth er’s name 
was Ju bal; he was the fa ther of all who 
play  stringed in stru ments and  pipes. 
22 Zil lah also had a son, Tu balCain, 
who  forged all  kinds of  tools out of c 
 bronze and iron. Tu bal Cain’s sis ter 
was Na a mah.

23 La mech said to his wives,

  “Adah and Zillah, listen to me;
  wives of Lamech, hear my words.
  I have killed p a man for  

wounding me,
  a young man for injuring me.
 24 If Cain is avenged q seven times, r

  then Lamech seventyseven 
times.”

25 Adam made love to his wife  again, 
and she gave  birth to a son and  named 
a 15 Septuagint, Vulgate and Syriac; Hebrew Very well    b 16 Nod means wandering (see verses 12 and 14).     
c 22 Or who instructed all who work in    d 25 Seth probably means granted.    e 26 Or to proclaim    
f 2 Hebrew adam    g 6 Father may mean ancestor; also in verses 726.    

DOCTRINE OF HUMANITY

THE FALL (GENESIS 3:6)

W
hen Adam and Eve deliberately disobeyed God, they severed their 
relationship with him. As a result, their sense of identity, security and 
purpose was confused. � eir rebellion negatively impacted their rela-
tionships and, as a result, creation itself was changed. � ey no longer 

loved God � rst and foremost. Rather, other desires began to rule over and enslave them. Instead of 
loving and serving others, they exploited others, intensifying alienation and estrangement. � is is 
the case not just for Adam and Eve, but for all humans. Paul tells us that, as descendants of Adam, 
we have all sinned in him (see Ro 5:12). We all have forfeited our rightful place as God’s vice- 
regents and have subjected creation to frustration and bondage. Even work, which was originally 
intended to give humans purpose and nobility, is marked by toil and pain. � e fall of humanity has 
corrupted every aspect of our lives and our world.

DEEPER IN 

TRUTH
� e Bible teaches that Adam and Eve’s fall into sin was not an isolated act of disobedience. Rather, 
it was an event of catastrophic signi� cance, impacting all of creation— both the human and nonhu-
man world. � e corrosive e� ects of the fall are inescapable at every level— societal, familial, cultural 
and individual. As Albert Wolters explains, “We discover that the good handiwork of God has been 
drawn into the sphere of human mutiny against God.”1

Wolters says this “distortion” of God’s good creation is most obvious “in our personal lives, where 
the e� ects of the fall are most readily recognized by Christians. Murder, adultery, theft, blasphemy, 
and many other vices are obvious and widespread infringements on God’s creational design for 
human life.”2 Perhaps less obvious are violations at the emotional and mental levels. “[T]hese too,” 
says Wolters, “are distortions of creaturely human functions and participate in the groaning of 
creation. � e Bible even ties bodily sickness, the causes 
of which so often lie outside the sphere of our personal 
responsibility, to the root cause of human sinfulness (see, 
for example, 1Co 11:30).”3

Humanity’s dire situation and all the evil and perversity 
in the world is ultimately the result of our sin— our refus-
al to live according to God’s good ordinances. Sin and death entered through one man, says Paul 
(see Ro 5:12), and all creation groans for redemption (see Ro 8:22). 

Connecting
Many of us tend to think our sin a� ects only us as individuals. But the Bible teaches that the fall 
has vast implications: Adam and Eve’s sin led to a broken relationship with God and to brokenness 
throughout society. No one and no place in our world is una� ected. Even the “secret” sins we com-
mit are not isolated. Sin has a remarkable ripple e� ect, touching those around us and everything 
we do. � at means sin a� ects our work. Not only is our work marked by toil and frustration as a 

Sin has a remarkable ripple 
effect, touching those around 
us and everything we do. That 
means sin affects our work.
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result of the fall, it is also tainted by our particular personal sins. Yet because of Christ’s work, work 
will not always be taxing and stressful, corrupted by sin. We still live with the e� ects of sin, but one 
day we’ll be free of them.

How might your sin a� ect your coworkers, and even the quality of your work? In what ways do you 
see Christ’s redemption in your work, despite the frustrations you experience as a result of the fall?

DEEPER AT 

WORK
MOTIVATION

WORLD
RELATIONSHIPS

Civil Service Employee
I work for the federal government on issues concerning threat � nance. � at means I develop, man-
age and oversee initiatives that make the government better at combating illicit activities like drug 
tra�  cking and weapons proliferation. In my work, I try to include decision- makers from both the 
private and public sectors, who have an in- depth understanding of the threats facing our nation and 
possible resolutions to those threats.

I see my work as one way in which God brings justice to the world and provides security for his peo-
ple. With this perspective, I � nd my work exhilarating. Yet on a daily basis my work does not always 
feel lofty and important. I spend most of the time reading e- mails and talking on conference calls.

I can’t tell many stories from my work in great detail, since they’re con� dential, but I can say my 
work feels most meaningful when the papers and insights I provide produce tangible results— an 
illegal activity thwarted, money for violent activities frozen or a policy changed. At these times, I 
feel like I’m carrying out God’s will to care for his creation.

Yet I am keenly aware that my job exists only because sin— pervasive, predatory and intention-
al sin— exists in the world. � e depth of depravity, the unbelievable dehumanization of God’s 
 image- bearers and the enslavement of those most vulnerable, have grieved me.

While my line of work attempts to � nd solutions to these enormous problems, no human resolu-
tion can ultimately solve our world’s deepest problem— sin. We need Christ, “for he himself is our 
peace” (Eph 2:14). Only Christ can break down the “dividing wall of hostility” that exists between 
people groups, because only he can destroy the barrier between us and God.

In one sense, Christ has already done this through the cross (see Eph 2:16). Yet we await the 
fullness of God’s kingdom, when “nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train 
for war anymore” (Isa 2:4). � is already- but- not- yet tension instills in me a greater passion to see 
Christ glori� ed in my work so that hearts, institutions and nations can � nd true peace— a peace 
that points to the redemption of creation. ■
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will not always be taxing and stressful, corrupted by sin. We still live with the e� ects of sin, but one 
day we’ll be free of them.

How might your sin a� ect your coworkers, and even the quality of your work? In what ways do you 
see Christ’s redemption in your work, despite the frustrations you experience as a result of the fall?

DEEPER AT 

WORK
MOTIVATION

WORLD
RELATIONSHIPS

Civil Service Employee
I work for the federal government on issues concerning threat � nance. � at means I develop, man-
age and oversee initiatives that make the government better at combating illicit activities like drug 
tra�  cking and weapons proliferation. In my work, I try to include decision- makers from both the 
private and public sectors, who have an in- depth understanding of the threats facing our nation and 
possible resolutions to those threats.

I see my work as one way in which God brings justice to the world and provides security for his peo-
ple. With this perspective, I � nd my work exhilarating. Yet on a daily basis my work does not always 
feel lofty and important. I spend most of the time reading e- mails and talking on conference calls.

I can’t tell many stories from my work in great detail, since they’re con� dential, but I can say my 
work feels most meaningful when the papers and insights I provide produce tangible results— an 
illegal activity thwarted, money for violent activities frozen or a policy changed. At these times, I 
feel like I’m carrying out God’s will to care for his creation.

Yet I am keenly aware that my job exists only because sin— pervasive, predatory and intention-
al sin— exists in the world. � e depth of depravity, the unbelievable dehumanization of God’s 
 image- bearers and the enslavement of those most vulnerable, have grieved me.

While my line of work attempts to � nd solutions to these enormous problems, no human resolu-
tion can ultimately solve our world’s deepest problem— sin. We need Christ, “for he himself is our 
peace” (Eph 2:14). Only Christ can break down the “dividing wall of hostility” that exists between 
people groups, because only he can destroy the barrier between us and God.

In one sense, Christ has already done this through the cross (see Eph 2:16). Yet we await the 
fullness of God’s kingdom, when “nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train 
for war anymore” (Isa 2:4). � is already- but- not- yet tension instills in me a greater passion to see 
Christ glori� ed in my work so that hearts, institutions and nations can � nd true peace— a peace 
that points to the redemption of creation. ■
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are mor tal c; g  their days will be a hun
dred and twen ty years.”

4 The Neph i lim h were on the  earth 
in  those days —  and also af ter ward —  
when the sons of God went to the 
daugh ters of hu mans and had chil
dren by them. They were the he roes of 
old, men of re nown.

5 The Lord saw how  great the wick
ed ness of the hu man race had be come 
on the  earth, and that ev ery in cli
na tion of the  thoughts of the hu man 
 heart was only evil all the time. i 6 The 
Lord re gret ted j that he had made hu
man be ings on the  earth, and his  heart 
was deep ly trou bled. 7 So the Lord 
said, “I will wipe from the face of the 
 earth the hu man race I have cre at ed —  
and with them the an i mals, the  birds 
and the crea tures that move  along the 
 ground —  for I re gret that I have made 
them.” 8 But Noah  found fa vor in the 
eyes of the Lord. k

Noah and the Flood
9 This is the ac count of Noah and his 

fam i ly.

Noah was a righ teous man, blame
less  among the peo ple of his time, l 
and he  walked faith ful ly with God. m 
10 Noah had  three sons: Shem, Ham 
and Ja pheth. n

11 Now the  earth was cor rupt in 
 God’s  sight and was full of vi o lence. o 
12 God saw how cor rupt the  earth had 
be come, for all the peo ple on  earth 
had cor rupt ed  their ways. p 13 So God 
said to Noah, “I am go ing to put an 
end to all peo ple, for the  earth is  filled 
with vi o lence be cause of them. I am 
sure ly go ing to de stroy both them and 
the  earth. q 14 So make your self an ark 
of cy press d wood; r make  rooms in 
it and coat it with  pitch s in side and 
out. 15 This is how you are to  build it: 
The ark is to be  three hun dred cu bits 
long, fif ty cu bits wide and thir ty cu
bits high. e 16 Make a roof for it, leav ing 

Ma ha la lel  lived a to tal of 895  years, 
and then he died.

18 When Ja red had  lived 162  years, 
he be came the fa ther of  Enoch. z 19 Af
ter he be came the fa ther of  Enoch, 
Ja red  lived 800  years and had oth er 
sons and daugh ters. 20 Al to geth er, Ja
red  lived a to tal of 962  years, and then 
he died.

21 When  Enoch had  lived 65  years, 
he be came the fa ther of Me thu se
lah. 22 Af ter he be came the fa ther of 
Me thu se lah,  Enoch  walked faith ful
ly with God a 300  years and had oth
er sons and daugh ters. 23 Al to geth
er,  Enoch  lived a to tal of 365  years. 
24 Enoch  walked faith ful ly with God; b 
then he was no more, be cause God 
took him away. c

25 When Me thu se lah had  lived 187 
 years, he be came the fa ther of La
mech. 26 Af ter he be came the fa ther of 
La mech, Me thu se lah  lived 782  years 
and had oth er sons and daugh ters. 
27 Al to geth er, Me thu se lah  lived a to tal 
of 969  years, and then he died.

28 When La mech had  lived 182 
 years, he had a son. 29 He  named him 
Noah a and said, “He will com fort us 
in the la bor and pain ful toil of our 
 hands  caused by the  ground the Lord 
has  cursed. d” 30 Af ter Noah was born, 
La mech  lived 595  years and had oth
er sons and daugh ters. 31 Al to geth er, 
La mech  lived a to tal of 777  years, and 
then he died.

32 Af ter Noah was 500  years old, he 
be came the fa ther of Shem, Ham and 
Ja pheth.

Wickedness in the World

6 When hu man be ings be gan to in
crease in num ber on the  earth e 

and daugh ters were born to them, 2 the 
sons of God saw that the daugh ters of 
hu mans were beau ti ful, and they mar
ried any of them they  chose. 3 Then 
the Lord said, “My Spir it will not con
tend with b hu mans for ev er, f for they  
a 29 Noah sounds like the Hebrew for comfort.    b 3 Or My spirit will not remain in    c 3 Or corrupt    
d 14 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain.    e 15 That is, about 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 
feet high or about 135 meters long, 23 meters wide and 14 meters high    



STORYLINE

Judgment and Mercy: Noah
Read God’s Story: Genesis 6:5 — 9:17, 11:1– 9

Key Verse: “. . . every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only 
evil all the time.” Genesis 6:5

■ ■ ■

At this point in history, humanity’s sinful nature had become increasingly apparent and destruc-
tive. God was so grieved by sin that he decided to exercise his judgment on all of creation— with 

the exception of one righteous man, Noah, and his family. In what is perhaps one of the Bible’s 
most well- known stories, one family was shielded from God’s judgment. Noah and his family were 
spared so that they could start a new creation, as it were. Noah’s faithful obedience to God— even 
when those who thought he was crazy ridiculed him— saved himself, his family and all the creatures 
God placed on the ark that Noah had built at God’s command. When the 
 oodwaters receded, God 
made a covenant with this new � rst family, promising— with the sign of a rainbow— to preserve the 
earth from total destruction.

However, the 
 ood was not enough to change people’s sinful hearts. Soon humanity’s prideful 
nature reemerged, as was seen at Babel (see Ge 11:1–9). � is monumental tower represented hu-
manity’s short- sighted desire for glory and independence from God. Yet God responded by once 
again bringing judgment on humanity’s foolish arrogance— this time by confusing their language 
and scattering them across the earth. ■

� e Story continues: Genesis 12, p. 000. 

 Aerial view of Mount Ararat, the location where Noah’s ark settled (Ge 8:4).
© Lingbeek/www.istock.com
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as God had com mand ed Noah. 10 And 
af ter the sev en days the flood wa ters 
came on the earth.

11 In the six hun dredth year of No
ah’s life, on the sev en teenth day of the 
sec ond  month —  on that day all the 
 springs of the  great deep c  burst  forth, 
and the f lood gates of the heav ens d 
were  opened. 12 And rain fell on the 
 earth for ty days and for ty nights. e

13 On that very day Noah and his 
sons, Shem, Ham and Ja pheth, to geth
er with his wife and the  wives of his 
 three sons, en tered the ark. 14 They had 
with them ev ery wild an i mal ac cord
ing to its kind, all live stock ac cord
ing to  their  kinds, ev ery crea ture that 
 moves  along the  ground ac cord ing to 
its kind and ev ery bird ac cord ing to its 
kind, ev ery thing with  wings. 15 Pairs 
of all crea tures that have the  breath of 
life in them came to Noah and en tered 
the ark. f 16 The an i mals go ing in were 
male and fe male of ev ery liv ing  thing, 
as God had com mand ed Noah. Then 
the Lord shut him in.

17 For for ty days g the  f lood kept 
com ing on the  earth, and as the wa
ters in creased they lift ed the ark high 
 above the  earth. 18 The wa ters rose and 
in creased great ly on the  earth, and the 
ark float ed on the sur face of the wa ter. 
19 They rose great ly on the  earth, and 
all the high moun tains un der the en
tire heav ens were cov ered. h 20 The wa
ters rose and cov ered the moun tains to 
a  depth of more than fif teen cu bits. c , d  
21 Ev ery liv ing  thing that  moved on 
land per ished —   birds, live stock, wild 
an i mals, all the crea tures that  swarm 
over the  earth, and all man kind. i 
22 Ev ery thing on dry land that had the 
 breath of life j in its nos trils died. 23 Ev
ery liv ing  thing on the face of the  earth 
was  wiped out; peo ple and an i mals 
and the crea tures that move  along the 
 ground and the  birds were  wiped from 
the  earth. k Only Noah was left, and 
 those with him in the ark. l

be low the roof an open ing one cu bit a 
high all  around. b Put a door in the 
side of the ark and make low er, mid
dle and up per  decks. 17 I am go ing to 
 bring flood wa ters on the  earth to de
stroy all life un der the heav ens, ev ery 
crea ture that has the  breath of life in it. 
Ev ery thing on  earth will per ish. t 18 But 
I will es tab lish my cov enant with you, u 
and you will en ter the ark v —  you and 
your sons and your wife and your sons’ 
 wives with you. 19 You are to  bring into 
the ark two of all liv ing crea tures, male 
and fe male, to keep them  alive with 
you. 20 Two w of ev ery kind of bird, of ev
ery kind of an i mal and of ev ery kind of 
crea ture that  moves  along the  ground 
will come to you to be kept  alive. 21 You 
are to take ev ery kind of food that is to 
be eat en and  store it away as food for 
you and for them.”

22 Noah did ev ery thing just as God 
com mand ed him. x

7 The Lord then said to Noah, “Go 
into the ark, you and your  whole 

fam i ly, y be cause I have  found you righ
teous z in this gen er a tion. 2 Take with 
you sev en  pairs of ev ery kind of  clean a 
an i mal, a male and its mate, and one 
pair of ev ery kind of un clean an i mal, 
a male and its mate, 3 and also sev en 
 pairs of ev ery kind of bird, male and fe
male, to keep  their var i ous  kinds  alive 
through out the  earth. 4 Sev en days 
from now I will send rain on the  earth 
for for ty days and for ty  nights, and I 
will wipe from the face of the  earth ev
ery liv ing crea ture I have made.”

5 And Noah did all that the Lord 
com mand ed him. b

6 Noah was six hun dred  years old 
when the f lood wa ters came on the 
 earth. 7 And Noah and his sons and his 
wife and his sons’  wives en tered the 
ark to es cape the wa ters of the  flood. 
8 Pairs of  clean and un clean an i mals, 
of  birds and of all crea tures that move 
 along the  ground, 9 male and fe male, 
came to Noah and en tered the ark,  
a 16 That is, about 18 inches or about 45 centimeters    b 16 The meaning of the Hebrew for this clause is uncertain.    
c 20 That is, about 23 feet or about 6.8 meters    d 20 Or rose more than fifteen cubits, and the mountains were covered    
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15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Come 
out of the ark, you and your wife and 
your sons and  their  wives. q 17 Bring 
out ev ery kind of liv ing crea ture that 
is with you —  the  birds, the an i mals, 
and all the crea tures that move  along 
the  ground —  so they can mul ti ply on 
the  earth and be fruit ful and in crease 
in num ber on it.” r

18 So Noah came out, to geth er with 
his sons and his wife and his sons’ 
 wives. 19 All the an i mals and all the 
crea tures that move  along the  ground 
and all the  birds —  ev ery thing that 
 moves on land —  came out of the ark, 
one kind af ter an oth er.

20 Then Noah  built an al tar to the 
Lord s and, tak ing some of all the  clean 
an i mals and  clean t  birds, he sac ri ficed 
 burnt of fer ings u on it. 21 The Lord 
 smelled the pleas ing aro ma v and said 
in his  heart: “Nev er  again will I  curse 
the  ground w be cause of hu mans, even 
 though a ev ery in cli na tion of the hu
man  heart is evil from child hood. x 
And nev er  again will I de stroy all liv
ing crea tures, y as I have done.

 22 “As long as the earth endures,
  seedtime and harvest,
  cold and heat,
  summer and winter,
  day and night
  will never cease.” z

God’s Covenant With Noah

9 Then God  blessed Noah and his 
sons, say ing to them, “Be fruit ful 

and in crease in num ber and fill the 
 earth. a 2 The fear and  dread of you will 
fall on all the  beasts of the  earth, and 
on all the  birds in the sky, on ev ery 
crea ture that  moves  along the  ground, 
and on all the fish in the sea; they are 
giv en into your  hands. 3 Ev ery thing 
that  lives and  moves about will be food 
for you. b Just as I gave you the  green 
 plants, I now give you ev ery thing.

4 “But you must not eat meat that has 
its life blood  still in it. c 5 And for your 

24 The wa ters flood ed the  earth for a 
hun dred and fif ty days. m

8 But God re mem bered n Noah and 
all the wild an i mals and the live

stock that were with him in the ark, 
and he sent a wind over the  earth, o 
and the wa ters re ced ed. 2 Now the 
 springs of the deep and the flood gates 
of the heav ens p had been  closed, and 
the rain had  stopped fall ing from the 
sky. 3 The wa ter re ced ed steadi ly from 
the  earth. At the end of the hun dred 
and fif ty days the wa ter had gone 
down, 4 and on the sev en teenth day 
of the sev enth  month the ark came to 
rest on the moun tains of Ar a rat. 5 The 
wa ters con tin ued to re cede un til the 
 tenth  month, and on the  first day of 
the  tenth  month the tops of the moun
tains be came vis i ble.

6 Af ter for ty days Noah  opened a 
win dow he had made in the ark 7 and 
sent out a ra ven, and it kept fly ing back 
and  forth un til the wa ter had  dried up 
from the  earth. 8 Then he sent out a 
dove to see if the wa ter had re ced ed 
from the sur face of the  ground. 9 But 
the dove  could find no where to  perch 
be cause  there was wa ter over all the 
sur face of the  earth; so it re turned to 
Noah in the ark. He  reached out his 
hand and took the dove and  brought it 
back to him self in the ark. 10 He wait
ed sev en more days and  again sent 
out the dove from the ark. 11 When the 
dove re turned to him in the eve ning, 
 there in its beak was a fresh ly  plucked 
ol ive leaf ! Then Noah knew that the 
wa ter had re ced ed from the  earth. 
12 He wait ed sev en more days and sent 
the dove out  again, but this time it did 
not re turn to him.

13 By the  first day of the  first  month 
of No ah’s six hun dred and  first year, 
the wa ter had  dried up from the  earth. 
Noah then re moved the cov er ing from 
the ark and saw that the sur face of 
the  ground was dry. 14 By the twen ty
sev enth day of the sec ond  month the 
 earth was com plete ly dry.

a 21 Or humans, for    



DOCTRINE OF HUMANITY

IMAGE OF GOD (GENESIS 9:6)

T
he Bible has a lot to say about humanity. It tells us we were made male and 
female (Ge 1:27), that we are “fearfully and wonderfully made” (Ps 139:14), 
are frail (see Ps 103:14–16), that we are sinful (Ps 143:2)— the list goes on. 
Perhaps the most profound thing it says about humanity is that we all have 

been given the unfathomable honor of bearing the image of God (imago dei). When we view anoth-
er human being, we see God re� ected in them. Even after the fall, despite the sin that resides in all 
people, humans continue to bear God’s image (see Ge 9:6). And Christ— the perfect image of God 
(see Col 1:15)— came to redeem us so that we might re� ect in greater fullness God’s glory.

As divine image bearers, we have a deep sense of purpose in this world: we are called to re-
� ect God’s character and continue his work. � is also shapes how we view and treat others. Each 
person— whether a stranger, neighbor or co- worker— must be given the dignity, respect and love 
due them as God’s image bearer.

DEEPER IN 

TRUTH
One way to think about imaging God is to think about a mirror. In his book Created in God’s Image, 
Anthony A. Hoekema explains:

As a mirror re� ects, so man should re� ect God. When one looks at a human being, one 
ought to see in him or her a certain re� ection of God. Another way of putting this is to 
say that in man God is to become visible on earth. To be sure, other creatures, and even 
the heavens, declare the glory of God, but only in man does God become visible. [� eo-
logians] speak of God’s general revelation, in which he reveals his presence, power, and 
divinity through the works of his hands. But in the creation of man God revealed him-
self in a unique way, by making someone who was a kind of mirror image of himself.1

But this discussion is only one side to the coin. Humans not only re� ect God but also represent 
him. Ancient rulers often erected images of themselves in various parts of their realms, to represent 
their authority to their subordinates. � at’s what we see in Daniel 3, where King Nebuchadnezzar 
sets up an image— likely of himself— and commands his subjects to fall down before it and worship.

We were created in God’s image so we could represent him here on earth, much like an ambassa-
dor represents a foreign country. Hoekema further explains:

As an ambassador represents his country’s authority, so man (both male and female) 
must represent the authority of God. As an ambassador is concerned to advance the 
best interests of his country, so man must seek to advance God’s program for this 
world. As God’s representatives, we should support and defend what God stands for, 
and should promote what God promotes.2

What a great honor and privilege this is. � rough us God works out his purposes on earth. Yet 
it is also a great responsibility. When others look at us, they “should be able to encounter God, to 



hear his word and to experience his love.”3 We were created to represent who God is and what he 
stands for.

Connecting
While we all were created to mirror God, not all of us represent God well. In fact, we all do it im-
perfectly. � is is an important distinction that helps us in two ways. First, it helps us understand 
how we should view all people— as divine image bearers, 
loved by God. Second, it highlights the challenge we have 
of representing God in the world. 

When you think of your coworkers, do you see them 
as people created in the divine image–worthy of digni-
ty and worth that this reality brings with it? Or do you 
see them as merely a pathway to your own personal gain, 
even sometimes treating them as sub- human? And how does the truth of the gospel and the grace 
of God help you better represent God to those with whom you interact each day?

DEEPER AT 

WORK RELATIONSHIPS

Pediatric Occupational Therapist
I arrive at the hospital to begin my work day and enter the room of my � rst patient. She weighs less 
than three pounds, and the tubes, wires and hoses connected to her outnumber the days since she 
was born. I observe her and notice her rib cage retracting, straining for each breath. She is prema-
ture, fragile, not equipped for life outside the womb. I use my hands to provide containment and 
� exion. I tenderly reposition and massage her.

I move to my next patient: a teenage girl who is recovering from brain surgery. Part of her brain 
was removed in hopes that it would stop, or at least reduce, her epileptic seizures. Her surgery has left 
her hemiplegic, unable to use her left side. She is disheartened that simple tasks now take immense 
focus and time. I want to make her feel like a normal teenager, so I get several bottles of nail polish, 
and we practice coordination tasks by doing something that is both familiar and important to her.

In my work, I arrange brain pathways, promote healing in bones, stretch muscles and calm fears. 
And  mostly, I play. I am a pediatric occupational therapist, and I play for the glory of God.

Often the world of medical billing and reimbursement favors patients who heal quickly. I see every 
child as having been made in the image of God and, therefore, valuable and worthy of respect and 
dignity. God did not equate human worth with giftedness. He loved us while we were still sinners 
and provided redemption for us, even though we did not— and do not— deserve it. Jesus frequently 
healed those who were chronically ill. He saw their needs and heard their stories. He gave them 
healing and hope. In him, I can follow his example and treat all my patients with respect— no mat-
ter what their “rehab potential” may be.

So when I arrive at the end of my day to stretch my little friend— a sweet nine- year- old girl who 
can’t talk, will always be wheelchair bound and has intense di�  culty controlling her movements— I 
stretch her lovingly. Biomechanically, I am preventing contractures. But theologically, I am a�  rm-
ing her status as God’s image bearer, showing her that she is worthy of my best work. ■

1. Anthony A. Hoekema, Created in God’s Image (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1986), 67.  2. Ibid., 67–68.  3. Ibid., 68. 

How does the truth of the gos-
pel and the grace of God help 
you better represent God to 
those with whom you interact 
each day?
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The Sons of Noah
18 The sons of Noah who came out 

of the ark were Shem, Ham and Ja
pheth. (Ham was the fa ther of Ca
naan.) p 19 These were the  three sons 
of Noah, and from them came the 
peo ple who were scat tered over the 
 whole earth. q

20 Noah, a man of the soil, pro ceed
ed a to  plant a vine yard. 21 When he 
 drank some of its wine, he be came 
 drunk and lay un cov ered in side his 
tent. 22 Ham, the fa ther of Ca naan, 
saw his fa ther na ked and told his two 
broth ers out side. 23 But Shem and Ja
pheth took a gar ment and laid it  across 
 their shoul ders; then they  walked in 
back ward and cov ered  their fa ther’s 
na ked body.  Their fac es were  turned 
the oth er way so that they  would not 
see  their fa ther na ked.

24 When Noah  awoke from his wine 
and  found out what his youn gest son 
had done to him, 25 he said,

  “Cursed be Canaan! r

  The lowest of slaves
  will he be to his brothers. s”

26 He also said,

  “Praise be to the Lord, the God  
of Shem!

  May Canaan be the slave  
of Shem.

 27 May God extend Japheth’s b 
territory;

  may Japheth live in the tents  
of Shem,

  and may Canaan be the slave  
of Japheth.”

28 Af ter the  f lood Noah  lived 350 
 years. 29 Noah  lived a to tal of 950  years, 
and then he died.

The Table of Nations

10 This is the ac count t of Shem, 
Ham and Ja pheth, No ah’s sons, 

who them selves had sons af ter the 
flood.

life blood I will sure ly de mand an ac
count ing. I will de mand an ac count
ing from ev ery an i mal. d And from 
each hu man be ing, too, I will de mand 
an ac count ing for the life of an oth er 
hu man be ing. e

 6 “Whoever sheds human blood,
  by humans shall their blood be 

shed; f

  for in the image of God g

  has God made mankind.
7 As for you, be fruit ful and in crease in 
num ber; mul ti ply on the  earth and in
crease upon it.” h

8 Then God said to Noah and to his 
sons with him: 9 “I now es tab lish my 
cov enant with you i and with your de
scen dants af ter you 10 and with ev ery 
liv ing crea ture that was with you —  the 
 birds, the live stock and all the wild an
i mals, all  those that came out of the 
ark with you —  ev ery liv ing crea ture 
on  earth. 11 I es tab lish my cov enant j 
with you: Nev er  again will all life be 
de stroyed by the wa ters of a  f lood; 
nev er  again will  there be a  flood to de
stroy the earth. k”

12 And God said, “This is the sign of 
the cov enant l I am mak ing be tween 
me and you and ev ery liv ing crea ture 
with you, a cov enant for all gen er a
tions to come: 13 I have set my rain bow 
in the  clouds, and it will be the sign 
of the cov enant be tween me and the 
 earth. 14 When ev er I  bring  clouds over 
the  earth and the rain bow ap pears in 
the  clouds, 15 I will re mem ber my cov
enant m be tween me and you and all 
liv ing crea tures of ev ery kind. Nev er 
 again will the wa ters be come a  flood 
to de stroy all life. 16 When ev er the 
rain bow ap pears in the  clouds, I will 
see it and re mem ber the ever last ing 
cov enant n be tween God and all liv ing 
crea tures of ev ery kind on the earth.”

17 So God said to Noah, “This is the 
sign of the cov enant o I have es tab
lished be tween me and all life on the 
earth.”

a 20 Or soil, was the first    b 27 Japheth sounds like the Hebrew for extend.    
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 15 Ca naan g was the fa ther of
  Si don h his first born, g and of the 

Hit tites, i 16 Jeb u sites, j Am o rites, 
Gir ga shites, 17 Hi vites, Ar kites, 
Si nites, 18 Ar vad ites, Zem a rites 
and Ha math ites.

Lat er the Ca naan ite k  clans scat tered 
19 and the bor ders of Ca naan l  reached 
from Si don m to ward Ge rar as far as 
Gaza, and then to ward Sod om, Go
mor rah, Ad mah and Ze boy im, as far 
as La sha.

20 These are the sons of Ham by  their 
 clans and lan guag es, in  their ter ri to
ries and na tions.

The Semites
10:21-31pp —  Ge 11:10-27; 1Ch 1:17-27

21 Sons were also born to Shem, 
 whose old er broth er was h Ja pheth; 
Shem was the an ces tor of all the sons 
of Eber. n

 22 The sons of Shem:
  Elam, o Ash ur, Ar phax ad, p Lud 

and Aram.
 23 The sons of Aram:
  Uz, q Hul, Ge ther and Me shek. i

 24 Ar phax ad was the fa ther of    j She
lah,

  and She lah the fa ther of Eber. r

 25 Two sons were born to Eber:
  One was  named Pe leg, k be

cause in his time the  earth was 
di vid ed; his broth er was  named 
Jok tan.

 26 Jok tan was the fa ther of
  Al mo dad, She leph, Ha zar ma

veth, Je rah, 27 Ha do ram, Uzal, 
Dik lah, 28 Obal, Abim a el, She
ba, 29 Ophir, Hav i lah and Jo bab. 
All  these were sons of Jok tan.

30 The re gion  where they  lived 
 stretched from Me sha to ward Se phar, 
in the east ern hill coun try.

The Japhethites
10:2-5pp —  1Ch 1:5-7

 2 The sons a of Ja pheth:
  Go mer, u Ma gog, v Mad ai, Ja van, 

Tu bal, w Me shek and Ti ras.
 3 The sons of Go mer:
  Ash ke naz, x Ri phath and To gar

mah. y

 4 The sons of Ja van:
  Eli shah, Tar shish, z the Kit tites 

and the Rod a nites. b 5 (From 
 these the mar i time peo ples 
 spread out into  their ter ri to
ries by  their  clans with in  their 
na tions, each with its own lan
guage.)

The Hamites
10:6-20pp —  1Ch 1:8-16

 6 The sons of Ham:
  Cush,  Egypt, Put and Ca naan. a

 7 The sons of Cush:
  Seba, Hav i lah, Sab tah, Ra a mah 

and Sab te ka.
  The sons of Ra a mah:
  She ba and De dan.

8 Cush was the fa ther c of Nim rod, 
who be came a  mighty war rior on the 
 earth. 9 He was a  mighty hunt er be fore 
the Lord; that is why it is said, “Like 
Nim rod, a  mighty hunt er be fore the 
Lord.” 10 The  first cen ters of his king
dom were Bab ylon, b Uruk, Ak kad and 
Kal neh, in d Shi nar. e c 11 From that land 
he went to As syr ia, d  where he  built 
Nin e veh, e Re ho both Ir, f Ca lah 12 and 
Re sen,  which is be tween Nin e veh and 
Ca lah —   which is the  great city.

 13 Egypt was the fa ther of
  the Lu dites, An a mites, Le ha

bites, Naph tu hites, 14 Path ru
sites, Kas lu hites (from whom 
the Phi lis tines f came) and 
Caph to rites.

a 2 Sons may mean descendants or successors or nations; also in verses 3, 4, 6, 7, 2023, 29 and 31.    b 4 Some 
manuscripts of the Masoretic Text and Samaritan Pentateuch (see also Septuagint and 1 Chron. 1:7); most 
manuscripts of the Masoretic Text Dodanites    c 8 Father may mean ancestor or predecessor or founder; 
also in verses 13, 15, 24 and 26.    d 10 Or Uruk and Akkad —  all of them in    e 10 That is, Babylonia    
f 11 Or Nineveh with its city squares    g 15 Or of the Sidonians, the foremost    h 21 Or Shem, the older brother of    
i 23 See Septuagint and 1 Chron. 1:17; Hebrew Mash.    j 24 Hebrew; Septuagint father of Cainan, and Cainan was 
the father of    k 25 Peleg means division.    
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Two  years af ter the  f lood, when 
Shem was 100  years old, he be came 
the fa ther d of Ar phax ad. 11 And af ter he 
be came the fa ther of Ar phax ad, Shem 
 lived 500  years and had oth er sons and 
daugh ters.

12 When Ar phax ad had  lived 35 
 years, he be came the fa ther of She lah. f 
13 And af ter he be came the fa ther of 
She lah, Ar phax ad  lived 403  years and 
had oth er sons and daugh ters. e

14 When She lah had  lived 30  years, 
he be came the fa ther of Eber. 15 And 
af ter he be came the fa ther of Eber, 
She lah  lived 403  years and had oth er 
sons and daugh ters.

16 When Eber had  lived 34  years, he 
be came the fa ther of Pe leg. 17 And af
ter he be came the fa ther of Pe leg, Eber 
 lived 430  years and had oth er sons and 
daugh ters.

18 When Pe leg had  lived 30  years, he 
be came the fa ther of Reu. 19 And af
ter he be came the fa ther of Reu, Pe leg 
 lived 209  years and had oth er sons and 
daugh ters.

20 When Reu had  lived 32  years, he 
be came the fa ther of Se rug. g 21 And af
ter he be came the fa ther of Se rug, Reu 
 lived 207  years and had oth er sons and 
daugh ters.

22 When Se rug had  lived 30  years, he 
be came the fa ther of Na hor. 23 And af
ter he be came the fa ther of Na hor, Se
rug  lived 200  years and had oth er sons 
and daugh ters.

24 When Na hor had  lived 29  years, 
he be came the fa ther of Te rah. h 25 And 
af ter he be came the fa ther of Te rah, 
Na hor  lived 119  years and had oth er 
sons and daugh ters.

26 Af ter Te rah had  lived 70  years, he 
be came the fa ther of  Abram, i Na hor j 
and Ha ran.

31 These are the sons of Shem by 
 their  clans and lan guag es, in  their ter
ri to ries and na tions.

32 These are the  clans of No ah’s 
sons, s ac cord ing to  their  lines of de
scent, with in  their na tions. From  these 
the na tions  spread out over the  earth t 
af ter the flood.

The Tower of Babel

11 Now the  whole  world had 
one lan guage and a com mon 

 speech. 2 As peo ple  moved east ward, a 
they  found a  plain in Shi nar b u and set
tled there.

3 They said to each oth er, “Come,  let’s 
make  bricks v and bake them thor ough
ly.” They used  brick in stead of  stone, 
and tar w for mor tar. 4 Then they said, 
“Come, let us  build our selves a city, 
with a tow er that reach es to the heav
ens, x so that we may make a name y for 
our selves; other wise we will be scat
tered over the face of the  whole earth.” z

5 But the Lord came down a to see 
the city and the tow er the peo ple were 
build ing. 6 The Lord said, “If as one 
peo ple speak ing the same lan guage 
they have be gun to do this, then noth
ing they plan to do will be im pos si ble 
for them. 7 Come, let us b go down and 
con fuse  their lan guage so they will not 
un der stand each oth er.” c

8 So the Lord scat tered them from 
 there over all the  earth, d and they 
 stopped build ing the city. 9 That is 
why it was  called Ba bel c e —  be cause 
 there the Lord con fused the lan guage 
of the  whole  world. From  there the 
Lord scat tered them over the face of 
the  whole earth.

From Shem to Abram
11:10-27pp —  Ge 10:21-31; 1Ch 1:17-27

10 This is the ac count of  Shem’s  
fam i ly line.

a 2 Or from the east ; or in the east    b 2 That is, Babylonia    c 9 That is, Babylon; Babel sounds like the Hebrew 
for confused.    d 10 Father may mean ancestor; also in verses 1125.    e 12,13 Hebrew; Septuagint (see also Luke 
3:35, 36 and note at Gen. 10:24) 35 years, he became the father of Cainan. 13And after he became the father of Cainan, 
Arphaxad lived 430 years and had other sons and daughters, and then he died. When Cainan had lived 130 years, he 
became the father of Shelah. And after he became the father of Shelah, Cainan lived 330 years and had other sons and 
daughters    
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6 Abram trav eled  through the land y 
as far as the site of the  great tree of Mo
reh z at She chem. At that time the Ca
naan ites a were in the land. 7 The Lord 
ap peared to  Abram b and said, “To 
your off spring c I will give this land.” c 
So he  built an al tar  there to the Lord, d 
who had ap peared to him.

8 From  there he went on to ward the 
 hills east of Beth el e and  pitched his 
tent, with Beth el on the west and Ai on 
the east.  There he  built an al tar to the 
Lord and  called on the name of the 
Lord.

9 Then  Abram set out and con tin ued 
to ward the Ne gev. f

Abram in Egypt
12:10-20Ref —  Ge 20:1-18; 26:1-11

10 Now  there was a fam ine in the 
land, and  Abram went down to  Egypt 
to live  there for a  while be cause the 
fam ine was se vere. 11 As he was  about 
to en ter  Egypt, he said to his wife Sa
rai, “I know what a beau ti ful wom an 
you are. 12 When the Egyp tians see 
you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.’ 
Then they will kill me but will let you 
live. 13 Say you are my sis ter, g so that I 
will be treat ed well for your sake and 
my life will be  spared be cause of you.”

14 When  Abram came to  Egypt, the 
Egyp tians saw that Sa rai was a very 
beau ti ful wom an. 15 And when Phar
aoh’s of fi cials saw her, they  praised 
her to Phar aoh, and she was tak en into 
his pal ace. 16 He treat ed  Abram well for 
her sake, and  Abram ac quired  sheep 
and cat tle, male and fe male don keys, 
male and fe male ser vants, and cam els.

17 But the Lord in flict ed se ri ous dis
eas es on Phar aoh and his house hold h 
be cause of  Abram’s wife Sa rai. 18 So 
Phar aoh sum moned  Abram. “What 
have you done to me?” i he said. “Why 
 didn’t you tell me she was your wife? 
19 Why did you say, ‘She is my sis ter,’ 
so that I took her to be my wife? Now 
then, here is your wife. Take her and 
go!” 20 Then Phar aoh gave or ders  about 

Abram’s Family
27 This is the ac count of Te rah’s fam

i ly line.

Te rah be came the fa ther of  Abram, 
Na hor and Ha ran. And Ha ran be came 
the fa ther of Lot. k 28 While his fa ther 
Te rah was  still  alive, Ha ran died in Ur 
of the Chal de ans, l in the land of his 
 birth. 29 Abram and Na hor both mar
ried. The name of  Abram’s wife was 
Sa rai, m and the name of Na hor’s wife 
was Mil kah; n she was the daugh ter of 
Ha ran, the fa ther of both Mil kah and 
Is kah. 30 Now Sa rai was child less be
cause she was not able to con ceive. o

31 Te rah took his son  Abram, his 
grand son Lot son of Ha ran, and his 
daugh terinlaw Sa rai, the wife of his 
son  Abram, and to geth er they set out 
from Ur of the Chal de ans p to go to Ca
naan. q But when they came to Har ran, 
they set tled there.

32 Te rah  lived 205  years, and he died 
in Har ran.

The Call of Abram

12 The Lord had said to  Abram, 
“Go from your coun try, your 

peo ple and your fa ther’s house hold to 
the land I will show you. r

 2 “I will make you into a great nation, s

  and I will bless you; t

  I will make your name great,
  and you will be a blessing. a

 3 I will bless those who bless you,
  and whoever curses you I will 

curse; u

  and all peoples on earth
  will be blessed through you. v” b

4 So  Abram went, as the Lord had 
told him; and Lot went with him. 
 Abram was sev en tyfive  years old 
when he set out from Har ran. w 5 He 
took his wife Sa rai, his neph ew Lot, all 
the pos ses sions they had ac cu mu lat ed 
and the peo ple x they had ac quired in 
Har ran, and they set out for the land of 
Ca naan, and they ar rived there.
a 2 Or be seen as blessed    b 3 Or earth / will use your name in blessings (see 48:20)    c 7 Or seed    



STORYLINE

The Power of Faith
Read God’s Story: Genesis 12:1–7, 15, 17, 22:1–19

Key Verse: “. . . all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”
 Genesis 12:3

■ ■ ■

The story of Abram reveals God’s desire to bless the world through a nation, and ultimately 
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 ow to the surrounding nations and, in 
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14 The Lord said to  Abram af ter Lot 
had part ed from him, “Look  around 
from  where you are, to the  north and 
 south, to the east and west. x 15 All the 
land that you see I will give to you and 
your off spring a for ev er. y 16 I will make 
your off spring like the dust of the 
 earth, so that if any one  could  count 
the dust, then your off spring  could 
be count ed. 17 Go, walk  through the 
 length and  breadth of the land, z for I 
am giv ing it to you.”

18 So  Abram went to live near the 
 great  trees of Mam re a at He bron, b 
 where he  pitched his  tents.  There he 
 built an al tar to the Lord. c

Abram Rescues Lot

14 At the time when Am ra phel 
was king of Shi nar, b d Ar i och 

king of El la sar, Ked or la o mer king of 
Elam and Ti dal king of Goy im, 2 these 
 kings went to war  against Bera king of 
Sod om, Bir sha king of Go mor rah, Shi
nab king of Ad mah, Shem e ber king of 
Ze boy im, e and the king of Bela (that 
is, Zoar). f 3 All  these lat ter  kings  joined 
forc es in the Val ley of Sid dim (that 
is, the Dead Sea Val ley g). 4 For  twelve 
 years they had been sub ject to Ked or
la o mer, but in the thir teenth year they 
re belled.

5 In the four teenth year, Ked or la
o mer and the  kings al lied with him 
went out and de feat ed the Reph a ites h 
in Ash te roth Kar na im, the Zu zites in 
Ham, the  Emites i in Sha veh Kir ia tha
im 6 and the Ho rites j in the hill coun
try of Seir, k as far as El Pa ran l near the 
des ert. 7 Then they  turned back and 
went to En Mish pat (that is, Ka desh), 
and they con quered the  whole ter ri
to ry of the Am a lek ites, as well as the 
Am o rites who were liv ing in Haz e zon 
Ta mar. m

8 Then the king of Sod om, the king 
of Go mor rah, n the king of Ad mah, the 
king of Ze boy im o and the king of Bela 
(that is, Zoar)  marched out and drew 
up  their bat tle  lines in the Val ley of 

 Abram to his men, and they sent him 
on his way, with his wife and ev ery
thing he had.

Abram and Lot Separate

13 So  Abram went up from  Egypt 
to the Ne gev, j with his wife 

and ev ery thing he had, and Lot went 
with him. 2 Abram had be come very 
 wealthy in live stock and in sil ver and 
gold.

3 From the Ne gev he went from  place 
to  place un til he came to Beth el, k to the 
 place be tween Beth el and Ai  where his 
tent had been ear li er 4 and  where he 
had  first  built an al tar. l  There  Abram 
 called on the name of the Lord.

5 Now Lot, who was mov ing  about 
with  Abram, also had  flocks and  herds 
and  tents. 6 But the land  could not sup
port them  while they  stayed to geth er, 
for  their pos ses sions were so  great 
that they were not able to stay to geth
er. m 7 And quar rel ing n  arose be tween 
 Abram’s herd ers and Lot’s. The Ca
naan ites and Per iz zites were also liv
ing in the land o at that time.

8 So  Abram said to Lot, “Let’s not 
have any quar rel ing be tween you and 
me, p or be tween your herd ers and 
mine, for we are  close rel a tives. q 9 Is 
not the  whole land be fore you?  Let’s 
part com pa ny. If you go to the left, I’ll 
go to the  right; if you go to the  right, I’ll 
go to the left.”

10 Lot  looked  around and saw that 
the  whole  plain of the Jor dan to ward 
Zoar r was well wa tered, like the gar
den of the Lord, s like the land of 
 Egypt. (This was be fore the Lord de
stroyed Sod om and Go mor rah.) t 11 So 
Lot  chose for him self the  whole  plain 
of the Jor dan and set out to ward the 
east. The two men part ed com pa ny: 
12 Abram  lived in the land of Ca naan, 
 while Lot  lived  among the cit ies of 
the  plain u and  pitched his  tents near 
Sod om. v 13 Now the peo ple of Sod om 
were wick ed and were sin ning great ly 
 against the Lord. w

a 15 Or seed ; also in verse 16    b 1 That is, Babylonia; also in verse 9    
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21 The king of Sod om said to  Abram, 
“Give me the peo ple and keep the 
 goods for your self.”

22 But  Abram said to the king of Sod
om, “With  raised hand a I have  sworn 
an oath to the Lord, God Most High, 
Cre a tor of heav en and  earth, b 23 that I 
will ac cept noth ing be long ing to you, c 
not even a  thread or the  strap of a san
dal, so that you will nev er be able to 
say, ‘I made  Abram rich.’ 24 I will ac
cept noth ing but what my men have 
eat en and the  share that be longs to 
the men who went with me —  to Aner, 
Esh kol and Mam re. Let them have 
 their share.”

The Lord’s Covenant With Abram

15 Af ter this, the word of the Lord 
came to  Abram d in a vi sion:

  “Do not be afraid, e Abram.
  I am your shield, b f

  your very great reward. c ”
2 But  Abram said, “Sov er eign Lord, 

what can you give me  since I re main 
child less g and the one who will in her
it d my es tate is El i e zer of Da mas cus?” 
3 And  Abram said, “You have giv en 
me no chil dren; so a ser vant h in my 
house hold will be my heir.”

4 Then the word of the Lord came to 
him: “This man will not be your heir, 
but a son who is your own flesh and 
blood will be your heir. i” 5 He took him 
out side and said, “Look up at the sky 
and  count the  stars j —  if in deed you 
can  count them.” Then he said to him, 
“So  shall your off spring e be.” k

6 Abram be lieved the Lord, and he 
cred it ed it to him as righ teous ness. l

7 He also said to him, “I am the 
Lord, who  brought you out of Ur of the 
Chal de ans to give you this land to take 
pos ses sion of it.”

8 But  Abram said, “Sov er eign Lord, 
how can I know m that I will gain pos
ses sion of it?”

Sid dim 9 against Ked or la o mer king of 
Elam, Ti dal king of Goy im, Am ra phel 
king of Shi nar and Ar i och king of El la
sar —  four  kings  against five. 10 Now the 
Val ley of Sid dim was full of tar pits, and 
when the  kings of Sod om and Go mor
rah fled, some of the men fell into them 
and the rest fled to the  hills. p 11 The four 
 kings  seized all the  goods of Sod om 
and Go mor rah and all  their food; then 
they went away. 12 They also car ried off 
 Abram’s neph ew Lot and his pos ses
sions,  since he was liv ing in Sod om.

13 A man who had es caped came 
and re port ed this to  Abram the He
brew. Now  Abram was liv ing near 
the  great  trees of Mam re q the Am o
rite, a broth er a of Esh kol and Aner, 
all of whom were al lied with  Abram. 
14 When  Abram  heard that his rel a
tive had been tak en cap tive, he  called 
out the 318  trained men born in his 
house hold r and went in pur suit as far 
as Dan. s 15 Dur ing the  night  Abram di
vid ed his men to at tack them and he 
rout ed them, pur su ing them as far as 
Ho bah,  north of Da mas cus. 16 He re
cov ered all the  goods and  brought 
back his rel a tive Lot and his pos ses
sions, to geth er with the wom en and 
the oth er peo ple.

17 Af ter  Abram re turned from de
feat ing Ked or la o mer and the  kings al
lied with him, the king of Sod om came 
out to meet him in the Val ley of Sha veh 
(that is, the  King’s Val ley). t

18 Then Mel chiz e dek u king of Sa
lem v  brought out  bread and wine. He 
was  priest of God Most High, 19 and he 
 blessed  Abram, w say ing,

  “Blessed be Abram by God  
Most High,

  Creator of heaven and earth. x

 20 And praise be to God Most High, y

  who delivered your enemies into 
your hand.”

Then  Abram gave him a  tenth of ev
ery thing. z

a 13 Or a relative; or an ally    b 1 Or sovereign    c 1 Or shield; / your reward will be very great    d 2 The meaning 
of the Hebrew for this phrase is uncertain.    e 5 Or seed    
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 Ca naan c ten  years, Sa rai his wife took 
her Egyp tian slave Ha gar and gave her 
to her hus band to be his wife. 4 He  slept 
with Ha gar, and she con ceived.

When she knew she was preg nant, 
she be gan to de spise her mis tress. 
5 Then Sa rai said to  Abram, “You are 
re spon si ble for the  wrong I am suf fer
ing. I put my slave in your arms, and 
now that she  knows she is preg nant, 
she de spis es me. May the Lord  judge 
be tween you and me.” d

6 “Your slave is in your  hands,” 
 Abram said. “Do with her what ev er 
you  think best.” Then Sa rai mis treat
ed Ha gar; so she fled from her.

7 The an gel of the Lord e  found Ha
gar near a  spring in the des ert; it was 
the  spring that is be side the road to 
Shur. f 8 And he said, “Ha gar, slave of 
Sa rai,  where have you come from, and 
 where are you go ing?”

“I’m run ning away from my mis
tress Sa rai,” she an swered.

9 Then the an gel of the Lord told her, 
“Go back to your mis tress and sub mit 
to her.” 10 The an gel add ed, “I will in
crease your de scen dants so much that 
they will be too nu mer ous to count.” g

11 The an gel of the Lord also said to 
her:

  “You are now pregnant
  and you will give birth to a son.
  You shall name him Ishmael, b

  for the Lord has heard of your 
misery. h

 12 He will be a wild donkey of a man;
  his hand will be against everyone
  and everyone’s hand against him,
  and he will live in hostility
  toward c all his brothers. i”

13 She gave this name to the Lord 
who  spoke to her: “You are the God 
who sees me,” for she said, “I have now 
seen d the One who sees me.” j 14 That is 
why the well was  called Beer La hai 
Roi e; it is  still  there, be tween Ka desh 
and Be red.

9 So the Lord said to him, “Bring me 
a heif er, a goat and a ram, each  three 
 years old,  along with a dove and a 
 young pi geon.”

10 Abram  brought all  these to him, 
cut them in two and ar ranged the 
 halves op po site each oth er; n the  birds, 
how ev er, he did not cut in half. o 11 Then 
 birds of prey came down on the car
cass es, but  Abram  drove them away.

12 As the sun was set ting,  Abram 
fell into a deep  sleep, p and a  thick and 
dread ful dark ness came over him. 
13 Then the Lord said to him, “Know 
for cer tain that for four hun dred  years q 
your de scen dants will be strang ers 
in a coun try not  their own and that 
they will be en slaved r and mis treat ed 
 there. 14 But I will pun ish the na tion 
they  serve as  slaves, and af ter ward 
they will come out s with  great pos ses
sions. t 15 You, how ev er, will go to your 
an ces tors in  peace and be bur ied at a 
good old age. u 16 In the  fourth gen er a
tion your de scen dants will come back 
here, for the sin of the Am o rites v has 
not yet  reached its full mea sure.”

17 When the sun had set and dark
ness had fall en, a smok ing fire pot with 
a blaz ing  torch ap peared and  passed 
be tween the piec es. w 18 On that day the 
Lord made a cov enant with  Abram 
and said, “To your de scen dants I give 
this land, x from the Wadi a of  Egypt y to 
the  great riv er, the Eu phra tes —   19 the 
land of the Ke nites, Ken iz zites, Kad
mon ites, 20 Hit tites, Per iz zites, Reph
a ites, 21 Am o rites, Ca naan ites, Gir ga
shites and Jeb u sites.”

Hagar and Ishmael

16 Now Sa rai,  Abram’s wife, had 
 borne him no chil dren. z But 

she had an Egyp tian slave a  named Ha
gar; 2 so she said to  Abram, “The Lord 
has kept me from hav ing chil dren. 
Go,  sleep with my slave; per haps I can 
 build a fam i ly  through her.” b

Abram  agreed to what Sa rai said. 
3 So af ter  Abram had been liv ing in 
a 18 Or river    b 11 Ishmael means God hears.    c 12 Or live to the east / of    d 13 Or seen the back of     
e 14 Beer Lahai Roi means well of the Living One who sees me.    
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born in your house hold or  bought with 
your mon ey, they must be cir cum
cised. My cov enant in your  flesh is to 
be an ever last ing cov enant. 14 Any un
cir cum cised male, who has not been 
cir cum cised in the  flesh, will be cut 
off from his peo ple; d he has bro ken my 
cov enant.”

15 God also said to Abra ham, “As for 
Sa rai your wife, you are no lon ger to 
call her Sa rai; her name will be Sar ah. 
16 I will  bless her and will sure ly give 
you a son by her. e I will  bless her so 
that she will be the moth er of na tions; f 
 kings of peo ples will come from her.”

17 Abra ham fell face down; he 
 laughed g and said to him self, “Will a 
son be born to a man a hun dred  years 
old? Will Sar ah bear a  child at the age 
of nine ty?” 18 And Abra ham said to 
God, “If only Ish ma el  might live un der 
your bless ing!”

19 Then God said, “Yes, but your 
wife Sar ah will bear you a son, h and 
you will call him  Isaac. d I will es tab
lish my cov enant with him i as an ever
last ing cov enant for his de scen dants 
af ter him. 20 And as for Ish ma el, I have 
 heard you: I will sure ly  bless him; I will 
make him fruit ful and will great ly in
crease his num bers. j He will be the fa
ther of  twelve rul ers, k and I will make 
him into a  great na tion. l 21 But my 
cov enant I will es tab lish with  Isaac, 
whom Sar ah will bear to you by this 
time next year.” m 22 When he had fin
ished speak ing with Abra ham, God 
went up from him.

23 On that very day Abra ham took 
his son Ish ma el and all  those born in 
his house hold or  bought with his mon
ey, ev ery male in his house hold, and 
cir cum cised them, as God told him. 
24 Abra ham was nine tynine  years 
old when he was cir cum cised, n 25 and 
his son Ish ma el was thir teen; 26 Abra
ham and his son Ish ma el were both 
cir cum cised on that very day. 27 And 
ev ery male in Abra ham’s house hold, 

15 So Ha gar bore  Abram a son, k and 
 Abram gave the name Ish ma el to 
the son she had  borne. 16 Abram was 
 eightysix  years old when Ha gar bore 
him Ish ma el.

The Covenant of Circumcision

17 When  Abram was nine tynine 
 years old, the Lord ap peared to 

him and said, “I am God Al mighty a; l 
walk be fore me faith ful ly and be 
blame less. m 2 Then I will make my cov
enant be tween me and you n and will 
great ly in crease your num bers.”

3 Abram fell face down, and God said 
to him, 4 “As for me, this is my cov
enant with you: o You will be the fa ther 
of many na tions. p 5 No lon ger will you 
be  called  Abram b; your name will be 
Abra ham, c q for I have made you a fa
ther of many na tions. r 6 I will make you 
very fruit ful; s I will make na tions of 
you, and  kings will come from you. t 7 I 
will es tab lish my cov enant as an ever
last ing cov enant be tween me and you 
and your de scen dants af ter you for the 
gen er a tions to come, to be your God u 
and the God of your de scen dants af
ter you. v 8 The  whole land of Ca naan, w 
 where you now re side as a for eign er, x I 
will give as an ever last ing pos ses sion 
to you and your de scen dants af ter 
you; y and I will be  their God.”

9 Then God said to Abra ham, “As for 
you, you must keep my cov enant, you 
and your de scen dants af ter you for 
the gen er a tions to come. 10 This is my 
cov enant with you and your de scen
dants af ter you, the cov enant you are 
to keep: Ev ery male  among you  shall 
be cir cum cised. z 11 You are to un der go 
cir cum ci sion, a and it will be the sign 
of the cov enant b be tween me and you. 
12 For the gen er a tions to come ev ery 
male  among you who is  eight days old 
must be cir cum cised, c in clud ing  those 
born in your house hold or  bought 
with mon ey from a for eign er —   those 
who are not your off spring. 13 Wheth er 
a 1 Hebrew El-Shaddai    b 5 Abram means exalted father.    c 5 Abraham probably means father of many.    
d 19 Isaac means he laughs.    
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“Af ter I am worn out and my lord x is 
old, will I now have this plea sure?”

13 Then the Lord said to Abra ham, 
“Why did Sar ah  laugh and say, ‘Will I 
real ly have a  child, now that I am old?’ 
14 Is any thing too hard for the Lord? y I 
will re turn to you at the ap point ed time 
next year, and Sar ah will have a son.”

15 Sar ah was  afraid, so she lied and 
said, “I did not laugh.”

But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.”

Abraham Pleads for Sodom
16 When the men got up to  leave, 

they  looked down to ward Sod om, and 
Abra ham  walked  along with them 
to see them on  their way. 17 Then the 
Lord said, “Shall I hide from Abra
ham z what I am  about to do? a 18 Abra
ham will sure ly be come a  great and 
pow er ful na tion, b and all na tions on 
 earth will be  blessed  through him. c 
19 For I have cho sen him, so that he will 
di rect his chil dren c and his house hold 
af ter him to keep the way of the Lord d 
by do ing what is  right and just, so that 
the Lord will  bring  about for Abra ham 
what he has prom ised him.”

20 Then the Lord said, “The out cry 
 against Sod om and Go mor rah is so 
 great and  their sin so griev ous 21 that 
I will go down e and see if what they 
have done is as bad as the out cry that 
has  reached me. If not, I will know.”

22 The men  turned away and went 
to ward Sod om, f but Abra ham re
mained stand ing be fore the Lord. d 
23 Then Abra ham ap proached him 
and said: “Will you  sweep away the 
righ teous with the wick ed? g 24 What if 
 there are fif ty righ teous peo ple in the 
city? Will you real ly  sweep it away and 
not  spare e the  place for the sake of the 
fif ty righ teous peo ple in it? h 25 Far be 
it from you to do such a  thing —  to kill 
the righ teous with the wick ed, treat ing 
the righ teous and the wick ed  alike. Far 
be it from you! Will not the  Judge of all 
the  earth do right?” i

 in clud ing  those born in his house hold 
or  bought from a for eign er, was cir
cum cised with him.

The Three Visitors

18 The Lord ap peared to Abra
ham near the  great  trees of 

Mam re o  while he was sit ting at the en
trance to his tent in the heat of the day. 
2 Abra ham  looked up and saw  three 
men p stand ing near by. When he saw 
them, he hur ried from the en trance of 
his tent to meet them and  bowed low 
to the ground.

3 He said, “If I have  found fa vor 
in your eyes, my lord, a do not pass 
your ser vant by. 4 Let a lit tle wa ter be 
 brought, and then you may all wash 
your feet q and rest un der this tree. 5 Let 
me get you some thing to eat, r so you 
can be re freshed and then go on your 
way —  now that you have come to your 
ser vant.”

“Very well,” they an swered, “do as 
you say.”

6 So Abra ham hur ried into the tent 
to Sar ah. “Quick,” he said, “get  three 
se ahs b of the fin est  flour and  knead it 
and bake some bread.”

7 Then he ran to the herd and se lect
ed a  choice, ten der calf and gave it to a 
ser vant, who hur ried to pre pare it. 8 He 
then  brought some  curds and milk 
and the calf that had been pre pared, 
and set  these be fore them. s  While they 
ate, he  stood near them un der a tree.

9 “Where is your wife Sar ah?” they 
 asked him.

“There, in the tent,” he said.
10 Then one of them said, “I will 

sure ly re turn to you  about this time 
next year, and Sar ah your wife will 
have a son.” t

Now Sar ah was lis ten ing at the en
trance to the tent,  which was be hind 
him. 11 Abra ham and Sar ah were al
ready very old, u and Sar ah was past 
the age of child bear ing. v 12 So Sar ah 
 laughed w to her self as she  thought, 
a 3 Or eyes, Lord    b 6 That is, probably about 36 pounds or about 16 kilograms    c 18 Or will use his name in 
blessings (see 48:20)    d 22 Masoretic Text; an ancient Hebrew scribal tradition but the Lord remained standing 
before Abraham    e 24 Or forgive; also in verse 26    
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3 But he in sist ed so strong ly that 
they did go with him and en tered his 
 house. He pre pared a meal for them, 
bak ing  bread with out  yeast, and they 
ate. q 4 Be fore they had gone to bed, all 
the men from ev ery part of the city of 
Sod om —  both  young and old —  sur
round ed the  house. 5 They  called to 
Lot, “Where are the men who came to 
you to night?  Bring them out to us so 
that we can have sex with them.” r

6 Lot went out side to meet them s and 
shut the door be hind him 7 and said, 
“No, my  friends.  Don’t do this wick
ed  thing. 8 Look, I have two daugh ters 
who have nev er  slept with a man. Let 
me  bring them out to you, and you can 
do what you like with them. But  don’t 
do any thing to  these men, for they 
have come un der the pro tec tion of my 
roof.” t

9 “Get out of our way,” they re plied. 
“This fel low came here as a for eign er, 
and now he  wants to play the  judge! u 
 We’ll  treat you  worse than them.” 
They kept bring ing pres sure on Lot 
and  moved for ward to  break down the 
door.

10 But the men in side  reached out 
and  pulled Lot back into the  house 
and shut the door. 11 Then they  struck 
the men who were at the door of the 
 house,  young and old, with blind ness v 
so that they  could not find the door.

12 The two men said to Lot, “Do you 
have any one else here —  sonsinlaw, 
sons or daugh ters, or any one else in 
the city who be longs to you? w Get 
them out of here, 13 be cause we are go
ing to de stroy this  place. The out cry to 
the Lord  against its peo ple is so  great 
that he has sent us to de stroy it.” x

14 So Lot went out and  spoke to his 
sonsinlaw, who were  pledged to mar
ry a his daugh ters. He said, “Hur ry and 
get out of this  place, be cause the Lord 
is  about to de stroy the city! y” But his 
sonsinlaw  thought he was jok ing. z

15 With the com ing of dawn, the an
gels  urged Lot, say ing, “Hur ry! Take 

26 The Lord said, “If I find fif ty righ
teous peo ple in the city of Sod om, I will 
 spare the  whole  place for  their sake. j”

27 Then Abra ham  spoke up  again: 
“Now that I have been so bold as to 
 speak to the Lord,  though I am noth
ing but dust and ash es, k 28 what if the 
num ber of the righ teous is five less 
than fif ty? Will you de stroy the  whole 
city for lack of five peo ple?”

“If I find for tyfive  there,” he said, “I 
will not de stroy it.”

29 Once  again he  spoke to him, 
“What if only for ty are  found there?”

He said, “For the sake of for ty, I will 
not do it.”

30 Then he said, “May the Lord not 
be an gry, but let me  speak. What if 
only thir ty can be  found there?”

He an swered, “I will not do it if I find 
thir ty there.”

31 Abra ham said, “Now that I have 
been so bold as to  speak to the Lord, 
what if only twen ty can be  found 
there?”

He said, “For the sake of twen ty, I 
will not de stroy it.”

32 Then he said, “May the Lord not 
be an gry, but let me  speak just once 
more. l What if only ten can be  found 
there?”

He an swered, “For the sake of ten, m 
I will not de stroy it.”

33 When the Lord had fin ished 
speak ing with Abra ham, he left, and 
Abra ham re turned home.

Sodom and Gomorrah Destroyed

19 The two an gels ar rived at Sod
om n in the eve ning, and Lot 

was sit ting in the gate way of the city. o 
When he saw them, he got up to meet 
them and  bowed down with his face 
to the  ground. 2 “My  lords,” he said, 
“please turn  aside to your ser vant’s 
 house. You can wash your feet p and 
 spend the  night and then go on your 
way ear ly in the morn ing.”

“No,” they an swered, “we will  spend 
the  night in the square.”

a 14 Or were married to    
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and he  brought Lot out of the ca tas tro
phe l that over threw the cit ies  where 
Lot had lived.

Lot and His Daughters
30 Lot and his two daugh ters left 

Zoar and set tled in the moun tains, m 
for he was  afraid to stay in Zoar. He 
and his two daugh ters  lived in a cave. 
31 One day the old er daugh ter said to 
the youn ger, “Our fa ther is old, and 
 there is no man  around here to give 
us chil dren —  as is the cus tom all 
over the  earth. 32 Let’s get our fa ther 
to  drink wine and then  sleep with him 
and pre serve our fam i ly line  through 
our fa ther.”

33 That  night they got  their fa ther to 
 drink wine, and the old er daugh ter 
went in and  slept with him. He was not 
 aware of it when she lay down or when 
she got up.

34 The next day the old er daugh ter 
said to the youn ger, “Last  night I  slept 
with my fa ther.  Let’s get him to  drink 
wine  again to night, and you go in and 
 sleep with him so we can pre serve our 
fam i ly line  through our fa ther.” 35 So 
they got  their fa ther to  drink wine that 
 night also, and the youn ger daugh ter 
went in and  slept with him.  Again he 
was not  aware of it when she lay down 
or when she got up.

36 So both of  Lot’s daugh ters be came 
preg nant by  their fa ther. 37 The old er 
daugh ter had a son, and she  named 
him Moab d; he is the fa ther of the Mo
ab ites n of to day. 38 The youn ger daugh
ter also had a son, and she  named him 
BenAmmi e; he is the fa ther of the Am
mon ites   f   o of to day.

Abraham and Abimelek
20:1-18Ref —  Ge 12:10-20; 26:1-11

20 Now Abra ham  moved on from 
 there p into the re gion of the 

Ne gev and  lived be tween Ka desh and 
Shur. For a  while he  stayed in Ge rar, q 
2 and  there Abra ham said of his wife 

your wife and your two daugh ters who 
are here, or you will be  swept away a 
when the city is pun ished. b”

16 When he hes i tat ed, the men 
 grasped his hand and the  hands of 
his wife and of his two daugh ters and 
led them safe ly out of the city, for the 
Lord was mer ci ful to them. 17 As soon 
as they had  brought them out, one of 
them said, “Flee for your  lives! c  Don’t 
look back, d and  don’t stop any where in 
the  plain! Flee to the moun tains or you 
will be  swept away!”

18 But Lot said to them, “No, my 
 lords, a  please! 19 Your b ser vant has 
 found fa vor in your b eyes, and you b 
have  shown  great kind ness to me in 
spar ing my life. But I  can’t flee to the 
moun tains; this di sas ter will over take 
me, and I’ll die. 20 Look, here is a town 
near  enough to run to, and it is  small. 
Let me flee to it —  it is very  small,  isn’t 
it? Then my life will be spared.”

21 He said to him, “Very well, I will 
 grant this re quest too; I will not over
throw the town you  speak of. 22 But 
flee  there quick ly, be cause I can not do 
any thing un til you  reach it.” (That is 
why the town was  called Zoar. c)

23 By the time Lot  reached Zoar, the 
sun had ris en over the land. 24 Then 
the Lord  rained down burn ing sul fur 
on Sod om and Go mor rah e —  from the 
Lord out of the heav ens. f 25 Thus he 
over threw  those cit ies and the en tire 
 plain, de stroy ing all  those liv ing in the 
cit ies —  and also the veg e ta tion in the 
land. g 26 But  Lot’s wife  looked back, h 
and she be came a pil lar of salt. i

27 Ear ly the next morn ing Abra
ham got up and re turned to the  place 
 where he had  stood be fore the Lord. j 
28 He  looked down to ward Sod om and 
Go mor rah, to ward all the land of the 
 plain, and he saw  dense  smoke ris ing 
from the land, like  smoke from a fur
nace. k

29 So when God de stroyed the cit ies 
of the  plain, he re mem bered Abra ham, 
a 18 Or No, Lord ; or No, my lord    b 19 The Hebrew is singular.    c 22 Zoar means small.    d 37 Moab sounds 
like the Hebrew for from father.    e 38 Ben-Ammi means son of my father’s people.    f 38 Hebrew Bene-Ammon    
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gave them to Abra ham, b and he re
turned Sar ah his wife to him. 15 And 
Abim e lek said, “My land is be fore you; 
live wher ev er you like.” c

16 To Sar ah he said, “I am giv ing your 
broth er a thou sand shek els a of sil ver. 
This is to cov er the of fense  against you 
be fore all who are with you; you are 
com plete ly vin di cat ed.”

17 Then Abra ham  prayed to God, d 
and God  healed Abim e lek, his wife 
and his fe male  slaves so they  could 
have chil dren  again, 18 for the Lord 
had kept all the wom en in Abim e lek’s 
house hold from con ceiv ing be cause of 
Abra ham’s wife Sar ah. e

The Birth of Isaac

21 Now the Lord was gra cious to 
Sar ah f as he had said, and the 

Lord did for Sar ah what he had prom
ised. g 2 Sar ah be came preg nant and 
bore a son h to Abra ham in his old age, i 
at the very time God had prom ised 
him. 3 Abra ham gave the name  Isaac b j 
to the son Sar ah bore him. 4 When his 
son  Isaac was  eight days old, Abra ham 
cir cum cised him, k as God com mand ed 
him. 5 Abra ham was a hun dred  years 
old when his son  Isaac was born to him.

6 Sar ah said, “God has  brought me 
laugh ter, l and ev ery one who  hears 
 about this will  laugh with me.” 7 And 
she add ed, “Who  would have said to 
Abra ham that Sar ah  would  nurse chil
dren? Yet I have  borne him a son in his 
old age.”

Hagar and Ishmael Sent Away
8 The  child grew and was  weaned, 

and on the day  Isaac was  weaned Abra
ham held a  great  feast. 9 But Sar ah saw 
that the son whom Ha gar the Egyp tian 
had  borne to Abra ham m was mock ing, n 
10 and she said to Abra ham, “Get rid of 
that  slave wom an and her son, for that 
wom an’s son will nev er  share in the in
her i tance with my son Isaac.” o

11 The mat ter dis tressed Abra ham 
great ly be cause it con cerned his son. p 

Sar ah, “She is my sis ter. r” Then Abim
e lek king of Ge rar sent for Sar ah and 
took her. s

3 But God came to Abim e lek in a 
 dream t one  night and said to him, 
“You are as good as dead be cause of 
the wom an you have tak en; she is a 
mar ried wom an.” u

4 Now Abim e lek had not gone near 
her, so he said, “Lord, will you de stroy 
an in no cent na tion? v 5 Did he not say 
to me, ‘She is my sis ter,’ and  didn’t 
she also say, ‘He is my broth er’? I have 
done this with a  clear con science and 
 clean hands.”

6 Then God said to him in the  dream, 
“Yes, I know you did this with a  clear 
con science, and so I have kept w you 
from sin ning  against me. That is why I 
did not let you  touch her. 7 Now re turn 
the  man’s wife, for he is a proph et, and 
he will pray for you x and you will live. 
But if you do not re turn her, you may 
be sure that you and all who be long to 
you will die.”

8 Ear ly the next morn ing Abim e lek 
sum moned all his of fi cials, and when 
he told them all that had hap pened, 
they were very much  afraid. 9 Then 
Abim e lek  called Abra ham in and said, 
“What have you done to us? How have 
I  wronged you that you have  brought 
such  great  guilt upon me and my king
dom? You have done  things to me that 
 should nev er be done. y” 10 And Abim
e lek  asked Abra ham, “What was your 
rea son for do ing this?”

11 Abra ham re plied, “I said to my
self, ‘There is sure ly no fear of God z 
in this  place, and they will kill me be
cause of my wife.’ a 12 Be sides, she real
ly is my sis ter, the daugh ter of my fa
ther  though not of my moth er; and she 
be came my wife. 13 And when God had 
me wan der from my fa ther’s house
hold, I said to her, ‘This is how you can 
show your love to me: Ev ery where we 
go, say of me, “He is my broth er.” ’ ”

14 Then Abim e lek  brought  sheep and 
cat tle and male and fe male  slaves and 

a 16 That is, about 25 pounds or about 12 kilograms    b 3 Isaac means he laughs.    
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Abim e lek’s ser vants had  seized. z 26 But 
Abim e lek said, “I  don’t know who has 
done this. You did not tell me, and I 
 heard  about it only to day.”

27 So Abra ham  brought  sheep and 
cat tle and gave them to Abim e lek, and 
the two men made a trea ty. a 28 Abra
ham set  apart sev en ewe  lambs from 
the  flock, 29 and Abim e lek  asked Abra
ham, “What is the mean ing of  these 
sev en ewe  lambs you have set  apart by 
them selves?”

30 He re plied, “Ac cept  these sev en 
 lambs from my hand as a wit ness b that 
I dug this well.”

31 So that  place was  called Be er she
ba, c c be cause the two men  swore an 
oath there.

32 Af ter the trea ty had been made at 
Be er she ba, Abim e lek and Phi col the 
com mand er of his forc es re turned to 
the land of the Phi lis tines. 33 Abra ham 
plant ed a tam a risk tree in Be er she ba, 
and  there he  called on the name of the 
Lord, d the Eter nal God. e 34 And Abra
ham  stayed in the land of the Phi lis
tines for a long time.

Abraham Tested

22 Some time lat er God test
ed f Abra ham. He said to him, 

“Abra ham!”
“Here I am,” he re plied.
2 Then God said, “Take your son g, 

your only son, whom you love —  
 Isaac —  and go to the re gion of Mo ri
ah. h Sac ri fice him  there as a  burnt of
fer ing on a moun tain I will show you.”

3 Ear ly the next morn ing Abra ham 
got up and load ed his don key. He took 
with him two of his ser vants and his 
son  Isaac. When he had cut  enough 
wood for the  burnt of fer ing, he set out 
for the  place God had told him  about. 
4 On the  third day Abra ham  looked up 
and saw the  place in the dis tance. 5 He 
said to his ser vants, “Stay here with 
the don key  while I and the boy go over 
 there. We will wor ship and then we 
will come back to you.”

12 But God said to him, “Do not be so 
dis tressed  about the boy and your slave 
wom an. Lis ten to what ev er Sar ah  tells 
you, be cause it is  through  Isaac that 
your off spring a will be reck oned. q 13 I 
will make the son of the slave into a na
tion r also, be cause he is your off spring.”

14 Ear ly the next morn ing Abra ham 
took some food and a skin of wa ter 
and gave them to Ha gar. He set them 
on her shoul ders and then sent her off 
with the boy. She went on her way and 
wan dered in the Des ert of Be er she ba. s

15 When the wa ter in the skin was 
gone, she put the boy un der one of the 
bush es. 16 Then she went off and sat 
down  about a bow shot away, for she 
 thought, “I can not  watch the boy die.” 
And as she sat  there, she b be gan to sob.

17 God  heard the boy cry ing, t and 
the an gel of God  called to Ha gar from 
heav en and said to her, “What is the 
mat ter, Ha gar? Do not be  afraid; God 
has  heard the boy cry ing as he lies 
 there. 18 Lift the boy up and take him 
by the hand, for I will make him into a 
 great na tion. u”

19 Then God  opened her eyes v and 
she saw a well of wa ter. So she went 
and  filled the skin with wa ter and gave 
the boy a drink.

20 God was with the boy w as he grew 
up. He  lived in the des ert and be came 
an ar cher. 21 While he was liv ing in the 
Des ert of Pa ran, his moth er got a wife 
for him x from Egypt.

The Treaty at Beersheba
22 At that time Abim e lek and Phi

col the com mand er of his forc es said 
to Abra ham, “God is with you in ev
ery thing you do. 23 Now  swear y to 
me here be fore God that you will not 
deal false ly with me or my chil dren 
or my de scen dants. Show to me and 
the coun try  where you now re side as 
a for eign er the same kind ness I have 
 shown to you.”

24 Abra ham said, “I  swear it.”
25 Then Abra ham com plained to 

Abim e lek  about a well of wa ter that 
a 12 Or seed    b 16 Hebrew; Septuagint the child    c 31 Beersheba can mean well of seven and well of the oath.    
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your off spring b all na tions on  earth 
will be  blessed, c u be cause you have 
 obeyed me.” v

19 Then Abra ham re turned to his 
ser vants, and they set off to geth er for 
Be er she ba. And Abra ham  stayed in 
Be er she ba.

Nahor’s Sons
20 Some time lat er Abra ham was 

told, “Mil kah is also a moth er; she has 
 borne sons to your broth er Na hor: w 
21 Uz the first born, Buz his broth er, 
Kem u el (the fa ther of Aram), 22 Ke sed, 
Hazo, Pil dash, Jid laph and Be thu el.” 
23 Be thu el be came the fa ther of Re bek
ah. x Mil kah bore  these  eight sons to 
Abra ham’s broth er Na hor. 24 His con
cu bine,  whose name was Reu mah, 
also had sons: Te bah, Ga ham, Ta hash 
and Ma a kah.

The Death of Sarah

23 Sar ah  lived to be a hun dred 
and twen tysev en  years old. 

2 She died at Kir i ath Arba y (that is, 
He bron) z in the land of Ca naan, and 
Abra ham went to  mourn for Sar ah and 
to weep over her.

3 Then Abra ham rose from be side 
his dead wife and  spoke to the Hit
tites. d He said, 4 “I am a for eign er and 
strang er a  among you. Sell me some 
prop er ty for a buri al site here so I can 
bury my dead.”

5 The Hit tites re plied to Abra ham, 
6 “Sir, lis ten to us. You are a  mighty 
 prince b  among us. Bury your dead in 
the choic est of our  tombs. None of us 
will refuse you his tomb for bury ing 
your dead.”

7 Then Abra ham rose and  bowed 
down be fore the peo ple of the land, the 
Hit tites. 8 He said to them, “If you are 
will ing to let me bury my dead, then 
lis ten to me and in ter cede with  Ephron 
son of Zo har c on my be half 9 so he will 
sell me the cave of Mach pe lah,  which 

6 Abra ham took the wood for the 
 burnt of fer ing and  placed it on his son 
 Isaac, i and he him self car ried the fire 
and the  knife. As the two of them went 
on to geth er, 7 Isaac  spoke up and said 
to his fa ther Abra ham, “Fa ther?”

“Yes, my son?” Abra ham re plied.
“The fire and wood are here,”  Isaac 

said, “but  where is the lamb j for the 
 burnt of fer ing?”

8 Abra ham an swered, “God him self 
will pro vide the lamb for the  burnt of
fer ing, my son.” And the two of them 
went on to geth er.

9 When they  reached the  place God 
had told him  about, Abra ham  built 
an al tar  there and ar ranged the wood 
on it. He  bound his son  Isaac and laid 
him on the al tar, k on top of the wood. 
10 Then he  reached out his hand and 
took the  knife to slay his son. 11 But the 
an gel of the Lord  called out to him 
from heav en, “Abra ham! Abra ham!”

“Here I am,” he re plied.
12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he 

said. “Do not do any thing to him. Now 
I know that you fear God, l be cause you 
have not with held from me your son, 
your only son. m”

13 Abra ham  looked up and  there in 
a thick et he saw a ram a  caught by its 
 horns. He went over and took the ram 
and sac ri ficed it as a  burnt of fer ing in
stead of his son. n 14 So Abra ham  called 
that  place The Lord Will Pro vide. And 
to this day it is said, “On the moun tain 
of the Lord it will be pro vid ed. o”

15 The an gel of the Lord  called to 
Abra ham from heav en a sec ond time 
16 and said, “I  swear by my self, p de
clares the Lord, that be cause you have 
done this and have not with held your 
son, your only son, 17 I will sure ly  bless 
you and make your de scen dants q as 
nu mer ous as the  stars in the sky r and 
as the sand on the sea shore. s Your de
scen dants will take pos ses sion of the 
cit ies of  their en e mies, t 18 and  through 
a 13 Many manuscripts of the Masoretic Text, Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint and Syriac; most manuscripts of 
the Masoretic Text a ram behind him    b 18 Or seed    c 18 Or and all nations on earth will use the name of your 
offspring in blessings (see 48:20)    d 3 Or the descendants of Heth; also in verses 5, 7, 10, 16, 18 and 20    
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hand un der my  thigh. l 3 I want you to 
 swear by the Lord, the God of heav
en and the God of  earth, m that you 
will not get a wife for my son n from the 
daugh ters of the Ca naan ites, o  among 
whom I am liv ing, 4 but will go to my 
coun try and my own rel a tives p and get 
a wife for my son Isaac.”

5 The ser vant  asked him, “What if 
the wom an is un will ing to come back 
with me to this land?  Shall I then take 
your son back to the coun try you came 
from?”

6 “Make sure that you do not take my 
son back  there,” Abra ham said. 7 “The 
Lord, the God of heav en, who  brought 
me out of my fa ther’s house hold and 
my na tive land and who  spoke to me 
and prom ised me on oath, say ing, ‘To 
your off spring c q I will give this land’ r —  
he will send his an gel be fore you s so 
that you can get a wife for my son from 
 there. 8 If the wom an is un will ing to 
come back with you, then you will be 
re leased from this oath of mine. Only 
do not take my son back  there.” 9 So the 
ser vant put his hand un der the  thigh t 
of his mas ter Abra ham and  swore an 
oath to him con cern ing this mat ter.

10 Then the ser vant left, tak ing with 
him ten of his mas ter’s cam els load
ed with all  kinds of good  things from 
his mas ter. He set out for Aram Na ha
ra im d and made his way to the town 
of Na hor. 11 He had the cam els  kneel 
down near the well u out side the town; 
it was to ward eve ning, the time the 
wom en go out to draw wa ter. v

12 Then he  prayed, “Lord, God of my 
mas ter Abra ham, w make me suc cess
ful to day, and show kind ness to my 
mas ter Abra ham. 13 See, I am stand ing 
be side this  spring, and the daugh ters 
of the towns peo ple are com ing out to 
draw wa ter. 14 May it be that when I say 
to a young wom an, ‘Please let down 
your jar that I may have a  drink,’ and 
she says, ‘Drink, and I’ll wa ter your 
cam els too’ —  let her be the one you 

be longs to him and is at the end of his 
 field. Ask him to sell it to me for the full 
 price as a buri al site  among you.”

10 Ephron the Hit tite was sit ting 
 among his peo ple and he re plied to 
Abra ham in the hear ing of all the Hit
tites who had come to the gate d of his 
city. 11 “No, my lord,” he said. “Lis ten 
to me; I give a e you the  field, and I give a 
you the cave that is in it. I give a it to 
you in the pres ence of my peo ple. Bury 
your dead.”

12 Again Abra ham  bowed down be
fore the peo ple of the land 13 and he 
said to  Ephron in  their hear ing, “Lis
ten to me, if you will. I will pay the 
 price of the  field. Ac cept it from me so 
I can bury my dead there.”

14 Ephron an swered Abra ham, 
15 “Lis ten to me, my lord; the land is 
 worth four hun dred shek els b of sil ver, f 
but what is that be tween you and me? 
Bury your dead.”

16 Abra ham  agreed to  Ephron’s 
 terms and  weighed out for him the 
 price he had  named in the hear ing of 
the Hit tites: four hun dred shek els of 
sil ver, g ac cord ing to the  weight cur
rent  among the mer chants.

17 So  Ephron’s  field in Mach pe lah 
near Mam re h —  both the  field and the 
cave in it, and all the  trees with in the 
bor ders of the  field —  was deed ed 18 to 
Abra ham as his prop er ty in the pres
ence of all the Hit tites who had come 
to the gate of the city. 19 Af ter ward 
Abra ham bur ied his wife Sar ah in the 
cave in the  field of Mach pe lah near 
Mam re (which is at He bron) in the 
land of Ca naan. 20 So the  field and the 
cave in it were deed ed i to Abra ham by 
the Hit tites as a buri al site.

Isaac and Rebekah

24 Abra ham was now very old, 
and the Lord had  blessed him 

in ev ery way. j 2 He said to the sen ior 
ser vant in his house hold, the one in 
 charge of all that he had, k “Put your 
a 11 Or sell    b 15 That is, about 10 pounds or about 4.6 kilograms    c 7 Or seed    d 10 That is, Northwest 
Mesopotamia    
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28 The young wom an ran and told 
her moth er’s house hold  about  these 
 things. 29 Now Re bek ah had a broth er 
 named La ban, n and he hur ried out to 
the man at the  spring. 30 As soon as he 
had seen the nose ring, and the brace
lets on his sis ter’s arms, and had  heard 
Re bek ah tell what the man said to her, 
he went out to the man and  found 
him stand ing by the cam els near the 
 spring. 31 “Come, you who are  blessed 
by the Lord,” o he said. “Why are you 
stand ing out here? I have pre pared the 
 house and a  place for the cam els.”

32 So the man went to the  house, and 
the cam els were un load ed.  Straw and 
fod der were  brought for the cam els, 
and wa ter for him and his men to wash 
 their feet. p 33 Then food was set be fore 
him, but he said, “I will not eat un til I 
have told you what I have to say.”

“Then tell us,” La ban said.
34 So he said, “I am Abra ham’s ser

vant. 35 The Lord has  blessed my mas
ter abun dant ly, q and he has be come 
 wealthy. He has giv en him  sheep and 
cat tle, sil ver and gold, male and fe male 
ser vants, and cam els and don keys. r 
36 My mas ter’s wife Sar ah has  borne 
him a son in her old age, s and he has 
giv en him ev ery thing he owns. t 37 And 
my mas ter made me  swear an oath, 
and said, ‘You must not get a wife for 
my son from the daugh ters of the Ca
naan ites, in  whose land I live, u 38 but 
go to my fa ther’s fam i ly and to my own 
clan, and get a wife for my son.’ v

39 “Then I  asked my mas ter, ‘What 
if the wom an will not come back 
with me?’ w

40 “He re plied, ‘The Lord, be fore 
whom I have  walked faith ful ly, will 
send his an gel with you x and make 
your jour ney a suc cess, so that you can 
get a wife for my son from my own clan 
and from my fa ther’s fam i ly. 41 You will 
be re leased from my oath if, when you 
go to my clan, they refuse to give her to 
you —  then you will be re leased from 
my oath.’ y

have cho sen for your ser vant  Isaac. By 
this I will know x that you have  shown 
kind ness to my mas ter.”

15 Be fore he had fin ished pray ing, y 
Re bek ah z came out with her jar on her 
shoul der. She was the daugh ter of Be
thu el son of Mil kah, a who was the wife 
of Abra ham’s broth er Na hor. b 16 The 
wom an was very beau ti ful, c a vir gin; 
no man had ever  slept with her. She 
went down to the  spring,  filled her jar 
and came up again.

17 The ser vant hur ried to meet her 
and said, “Please give me a lit tle wa ter 
from your jar.”

18 “Drink, d my lord,” she said, and 
quick ly low ered the jar to her  hands 
and gave him a drink.

19 Af ter she had giv en him a  drink, 
she said, “I’ll draw wa ter for your cam
els too, e un til they have had  enough to 
 drink.” 20 So she quick ly emp tied her 
jar into the  trough, ran back to the well 
to draw more wa ter, and drew  enough 
for all his cam els. 21 With out say ing 
a word, the man  watched her close ly 
to  learn wheth er or not the Lord had 
made his jour ney suc cess ful. f

22 When the cam els had fin ished 
drink ing, the man took out a gold 
nose ring g weigh ing a beka a and two 
gold brace lets weigh ing ten shek els. b 
23 Then he  asked, “Whose daugh ter 
are you?  Please tell me, is  there room 
in your fa ther’s  house for us to  spend 
the night?”

24 She an swered him, “I am the 
daugh ter of Be thu el, the son that Mil
kah bore to Na hor. h” 25 And she add ed, 
“We have plen ty of  straw and fod der, 
as well as room for you to  spend the 
night.”

26 Then the man  bowed down and 
wor shiped the Lord, i 27 say ing, “Praise 
be to the Lord, j the God of my mas ter 
Abra ham, who has not aban doned his 
kind ness and faith ful ness k to my mas
ter. As for me, the Lord has led me on 
the jour ney l to the  house of my mas
ter’s rel a tives.” m

a 22 That is, about 1/5 ounce or about 5.7 grams    b 22 That is, about 4 ounces or about 115 grams    



38 | Genesis 24:42 Genesis 24:67  | 38

24:42 z ver 12
24:43 a ver 13 
b ver 14
24:45 c 1Sa 1:13 
d ver 15 e ver 17
24:46 f ver 18-19
24:47 g ver 23 
h ver 24 
i Eze 16:11-12
24:48 j ver 26 
k ver 27
24:49 l Ge 47:29; 
Jos 2:14
24:50 m Ps 118:23 
n Ge 31:7, 24, 29, 42
24:52 o ver 26
24:53 p ver 10, 22

24:54 q ver 56, 59
24:59 r Ge 35:8
24:60 s Ge 17:16 
t Ge 22:17
24:62 u Ge 16:14; 
25:11 v Ge 20:1
24:63 w Ps 1:2;  
77:12; 119:15, 27,  
48, 97, 148; 143:5; 
145:5
24:67 x Ge 25:20 
y Ge 29:18, 20 
z Ge 23:1-2

moth er. 54 Then he and the men who 
were with him ate and  drank and 
 spent the  night there.

When they got up the next morn ing, 
he said, “Send me on my way q to my 
mas ter.”

55 But her broth er and her moth
er re plied, “Let the young wom an re
main with us ten days or so; then you a 
may go.”

56 But he said to them, “Do not de
tain me, now that the Lord has grant
ed suc cess to my jour ney. Send me on 
my way so I may go to my mas ter.”

57 Then they said, “Let’s call the 
young wom an and ask her  about it.” 
58 So they  called Re bek ah and  asked 
her, “Will you go with this man?”

“I will go,” she said.
59 So they sent  their sis ter Re bek ah 

on her way,  along with her  nurse r and 
Abra ham’s ser vant and his men. 60 And 
they  blessed Re bek ah and said to her,

  “Our sister, may you increase
  to thousands upon thousands; s

  may your offspring possess
  the cities of their enemies.” t

61 Then Re bek ah and her at ten dants 
got  ready and mount ed  the cam els 
and went back with the man. So the 
ser vant took Re bek ah and left.

62 Now  Isaac had come from Beer 
La hai Roi, u for he was liv ing in the 
Ne gev. v 63 He went out to the  field 
one eve ning to med i tate, b w and as he 
 looked up, he saw cam els ap proach
ing. 64 Re bek ah also  looked up and saw 
 Isaac. She got down from her cam el 
65 and  asked the ser vant, “Who is that 
man in the  field com ing to meet us?”

“He is my mas ter,” the ser vant an
swered. So she took her veil and cov
ered her self.

66 Then the ser vant told  Isaac all 
he had done. 67 Isaac  brought her into 
the tent of his moth er Sar ah, and he 
mar ried Re bek ah. x So she be came his 
wife, and he  loved her; y and  Isaac was 
com fort ed af ter his moth er’s death. z

42 “When I came to the  spring to
day, I said, ‘Lord, God of my mas ter 
Abra ham, if you will,  please  grant suc
cess z to the jour ney on  which I have 
come. 43 See, I am stand ing be side this 
 spring. a If a  young wom an  comes out 
to draw wa ter and I say to her, “Please 
let me  drink a lit tle wa ter from your 
jar,” b 44 and if she says to me, “Drink, 
and I’ll draw wa ter for your cam els 
too,” let her be the one the Lord has 
cho sen for my mas ter’s son.’

45 “Be fore I fin ished pray ing in my 
 heart, c Re bek ah came out, with her jar 
on her shoul der. d She went down to 
the  spring and drew wa ter, and I said 
to her, ‘Please give me a drink.’ e

46 “She quick ly low ered her jar from 
her shoul der and said, ‘Drink, and I’ll 
wa ter your cam els too.’ f So I  drank, 
and she wa tered the cam els also.

47 “I  asked her, ‘Whose daugh ter are 
you?’ g

“She said, ‘The daugh ter of Be thu
el son of Na hor, whom Mil kah bore to 
him.’ h

“Then I put the ring in her nose 
and the brace lets on her arms, i 48 and 
I  bowed down and wor shiped the 
Lord. j I  praised the Lord, the God 
of my mas ter Abra ham, who had led 
me on the  right road to get the grand
daugh ter of my mas ter’s broth er for his 
son. k 49 Now if you will show kind ness 
and faith ful ness l to my mas ter, tell 
me; and if not, tell me, so I may know 
 which way to turn.”

50 La ban and Be thu el an swered, 
“This is from the Lord; m we can say 
noth ing to you one way or the oth er. n 
51 Here is Re bek ah; take her and go, and 
let her be come the wife of your mas ter’s 
son, as the Lord has di rect ed.”

52 When Abra ham’s ser vant  heard 
what they said, he  bowed down to the 
 ground be fore the Lord. o 53 Then the 
ser vant  brought out gold and sil ver 
jew el ry and ar ti cles of cloth ing and 
gave them to Re bek ah; he also gave 
cost ly  gifts p to her broth er and to her 

a 55 Or she    b 63 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain.    
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 camps. 17 Ish ma el  lived a hun dred and 
thir tysev en  years. He  breathed his last 
and died, and he was gath ered to his 
peo ple. n 18 His de scen dants set tled in 
the area from Hav i lah to Shur, near the 
east ern bor der of  Egypt, as you go to
ward Ash ur. And they  lived in hos til i ty 
to ward b all the  tribes re lat ed to them. o

Jacob and Esau
19 This is the ac count of the fam i ly 

line of Abra ham’s son Isaac.

Abra ham be came the fa ther of  Isaac, 
20 and  Isaac was for ty  years old p when 
he mar ried Re bek ah q daugh ter of Be
thu el the Ar a me an from Pad dan Aram c 
and sis ter of La ban r the Ar a me an.

21 Isaac  prayed to the Lord on be half 
of his wife, be cause she was child less. 
The Lord an swered his  prayer, s and 
his wife Re bek ah be came preg nant. 
22 The ba bies jos tled each oth er with in 
her, and she said, “Why is this hap pen
ing to me?” So she went to in quire of 
the Lord. t

23 The Lord said to her,

  “Two nations u are in your womb,
  and two peoples from within you 

will be separated;
  one people will be stronger than 

the other,
  and the older will serve the 

younger. v”
24 When the time came for her to 

give  birth,  there were twin boys in her 
womb. 25 The  first to come out was red, 
and his  whole body was like a  hairy gar
ment; w so they  named him Esau. d 26 Af
ter this, his broth er came out, with his 
hand grasp ing  Esau’s heel; x so he was 
 named Ja cob. e y  Isaac was six ty  years 
old when Re bek ah gave  birth to them.

27 The boys grew up, and Esau be
came a skill ful hunt er, a man of the 
open coun try, z  while Ja cob was con
tent to stay at home  among the  tents. 
28 Isaac, who had a  taste for wild game, a 
 loved Esau, but Re bek ah  loved Ja cob. b

The Death of Abraham
25:1-4pp —  1Ch 1:32-33

25 Abra ham had tak en an oth er 
wife,  whose name was Ke tu

rah. 2 She bore him Zim ran, Jok shan, 
Me dan, Mid i an, Ish bak and Shu ah. a 
3 Jok shan was the fa ther of She ba and 
De dan; the de scen dants of De dan 
were the Ash ur ites, the Le tu shites and 
the Le um mites. 4 The sons of Mid i an 
were  Ephah,  Epher, Ha nok, Abi da and 
El da ah. All  these were de scen dants of 
Ke tu rah.

5 Abra ham left ev ery thing he  owned 
to  Isaac. b 6 But  while he was  still liv ing, 
he gave  gifts to the sons of his con cu
bines c and sent them away from his 
son  Isaac d to the land of the east.

7 Abra ham  lived a hun dred and 
sev en tyfive  years. 8 Then Abra ham 
 breathed his last and died at a good 
old age, e an old man and full of  years; 
and he was gath ered to his peo ple. f 
9 His sons  Isaac and Ish ma el bur ied 
him g in the cave of Mach pe lah near 
Mam re, in the  field of  Ephron son of 
Zo har the Hit tite, h 10 the  field Abra
ham had  bought from the Hit tites. a i 
 There Abra ham was bur ied with his 
wife Sar ah. 11 Af ter Abra ham’s  death, 
God  blessed his son  Isaac, who then 
 lived near Beer La hai Roi. j

Ishmael’s Sons
25:12-16pp —  1Ch 1:29-31

12 This is the ac count of the fam i ly 
line of Abra ham’s son Ish ma el, whom 
Sar ah’s slave, Ha gar k the Egyp tian, 
bore to Abra ham. l

13 These are the  names of the sons 
of Ish ma el, list ed in the or der of  their 
 birth: Ne ba ioth the first born of Ish ma
el, Ke dar, Ad be el, Mib sam, 14 Mish ma, 
Du mah, Mas sa, 15 Ha dad, Tema, Je
tur, Na phish and Ked e mah. 16 These 
were the sons of Ish ma el, and  these 
are the  names of the  twelve trib al rul
ers m ac cord ing to  their set tle ments and 
a 10 Or the descendants of Heth    b 18 Or lived to the east of    c 20 That is, Northwest Mesopotamia    d 25 Esau 
may mean hairy.    e 26 Jacob means he grasps the heel, a Hebrew idiom for he deceives.    
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8 When  Isaac had been  there a long 
time, Abim e lek king of the Phi lis tines 
 looked down from a win dow and saw 
 Isaac ca ress ing his wife Re bek ah. 9 So 
Abim e lek sum moned  Isaac and said, 
“She is real ly your wife! Why did you 
say, ‘She is my sis ter’?”

Isaac an swered him, “Be cause I 
 thought I  might lose my life on ac
count of her.”

10 Then Abim e lek said, “What is this 
you have done to us? o One of the men 
 might well have  slept with your wife, 
and you  would have  brought  guilt 
upon us.”

11 So Abim e lek gave or ders to all 
the peo ple: “Any one who  harms p this 
man or his wife  shall sure ly be put to 
death.”

12 Isaac plant ed  crops in that land 
and the same year  reaped a hun
dred fold, be cause the Lord  blessed 
him. q 13 The man be came rich, and 
his  wealth con tin ued to grow un til 
he be came very  wealthy. r 14 He had so 
many  flocks and  herds and ser vants s 
that the Phi lis tines en vied him. t 15 So 
all the  wells u that his fa ther’s ser vants 
had dug in the time of his fa ther Abra
ham, the Phi lis tines  stopped up, v fill
ing them with earth.

16 Then Abim e lek said to  Isaac, 
“Move away from us; you have be come 
too pow er ful for us. w”

17 So  Isaac  moved away from  there 
and en camped in the Val ley of Ge rar, 
 where he set tled. 18 Isaac re opened 
the  wells x that had been dug in the 
time of his fa ther Abra ham,  which 
the Phi lis tines had  stopped up af
ter Abra ham died, and he gave them 
the same  names his fa ther had giv en 
them.

19 Isaac’s ser vants dug in the val ley 
and dis cov ered a well of  fresh wa ter 
 there. 20 But the herd ers of Ge rar quar
reled with  those of  Isaac and said, 
“The wa ter is ours!” y So he  named the 
well Esek, d be cause they dis put ed with 

29 Once when Ja cob was cook ing 
some stew, Esau came in from the 
open coun try, fam ished. 30 He said to 
Ja cob, “Quick, let me have some of that 
red stew! I’m fam ished!” (That is why 
he was also  called Edom. a )

31 Ja cob re plied, “First sell me your 
birth right.”

32 “Look, I am  about to die,” Esau 
said. “What good is the birth right 
to me?”

33 But Ja cob said, “Swear to me  first.” 
So he  swore an oath to him, sell ing his 
birth right c to Ja cob.

34 Then Ja cob gave Esau some  bread 
and some len til stew. He ate and 
 drank, and then got up and left.

So Esau de spised his birth right.

Isaac and Abimelek
26:1-11Ref —  Ge 12:10-20; 20:1-18

26 Now  there was a fam ine in 
the land d —  be sides the pre vi

ous fam ine in Abra ham’s time —  and 
 Isaac went to Abim e lek king of the 
Phi lis tines in Ge rar. e 2 The Lord ap
peared f to  Isaac and said, “Do not go 
down to  Egypt; live in the land  where I 
tell you to live. g 3 Stay in this land for a 
 while, h and I will be with you and will 
 bless you. i For to you and your de scen
dants I will give all  these  lands j and 
will con firm the oath I  swore to your 
fa ther Abra ham. 4 I will make your de
scen dants as nu mer ous as the  stars in 
the sky k and will give them all  these 
 lands, and  through your off spring b all 
na tions on  earth will be  blessed, c l 5 be
cause Abra ham  obeyed me m and did 
ev ery thing I re quired of him, keep ing 
my com mands, my de crees and my in
struc tions.” 6 So  Isaac  stayed in Ge rar.

7 When the men of that  place  asked 
him  about his wife, he said, “She is 
my sis ter, n” be cause he was  afraid 
to say, “She is my wife.” He  thought, 
“The men of this  place  might kill me 
on ac count of Re bek ah, be cause she is 
beau ti ful.”
a 30 Edom means red.    b 4 Or seed    c 4 Or and all nations on earth will use the name of your offspring in 
blessings (see 48:20)    d 20 Esek means dispute.    
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Jacob Takes Esau’s Blessing
34 When Esau was for ty  years old, m 

he mar ried Ju dith daugh ter of Be e ri 
the Hit tite, and also Bas e math daugh
ter of Elon the Hit tite. n 35 They were a 
 source of  grief to  Isaac and Re bek ah. o

27 When  Isaac was old and his 
eyes were so weak that he  could 

no lon ger see, p he  called for Esau his 
old er son q and said to him, “My son.”

“Here I am,” he an swered.
2 Isaac said, “I am now an old man 

and  don’t know the day of my  death. r 
3 Now then, get your equip ment —  
your quiv er and bow —  and go out to 
the open coun try s to hunt some wild 
game for me. 4 Pre pare me the kind of 
 tasty food I like and  bring it to me to 
eat, so that I may give you my bless ing t 
be fore I die.”

5 Now Re bek ah was lis ten ing as 
 Isaac  spoke to his son Esau. When 
Esau left for the open coun try to hunt 
game and  bring it back, 6 Re bek ah said 
to her son Ja cob, u “Look, I over heard 
your fa ther say to your broth er Esau, 
7 ‘Bring me some game and pre pare 
me some  tasty food to eat, so that I may 
give you my bless ing in the pres ence of 
the Lord be fore I die.’ 8 Now, my son, 
lis ten care ful ly and do what I tell you: v 
9 Go out to the  flock and  bring me two 
 choice  young  goats, so I can pre pare 
some  tasty food for your fa ther, just the 
way he  likes it. 10 Then take it to your 
fa ther to eat, so that he may give you 
his bless ing be fore he dies.”

11 Ja cob said to Re bek ah his moth er, 
“But my broth er Esau is a  hairy man w 
 while I have  smooth skin. 12 What if my 
fa ther touch es me? x I  would ap pear 
to be trick ing him and  would  bring 
down a  curse on my self rath er than a 
 bless ing.”

13 His moth er said to him, “My son, 
let the  curse fall on me. y Just do what I 
say; z go and get them for me.”

14 So he went and got them and 
 brought them to his moth er, and she 

him. 21 Then they dug an oth er well,  
but they quar reled over that one also; 
so he  named it Sit nah. a 22 He  moved on 
from  there and dug an oth er well, and 
no one quar reled over it. He  named it 
Re ho both, b say ing, “Now the Lord has 
giv en us room and we will flour ish z in 
the land.”

23 From  there he went up to Be er she
ba. 24 That  night the Lord ap peared to 
him and said, “I am the God of your 
fa ther Abra ham. a Do not be  afraid, b 
for I am with you; I will  bless you and 
will in crease the num ber of your de
scen dants c for the sake of my ser vant 
Abra ham.” d

25 Isaac  built an al tar e  there and 
 called on the name of the Lord.  There 
he  pitched his tent, and  there his ser
vants dug a well.

26 Mean while, Abim e lek had come 
to him from Ge rar, with Ahuz zath his 
per son al ad vis er and Phi col the com
mand er of his forc es. f 27 Isaac  asked 
them, “Why have you come to me, 
 since you were hos tile to me and sent 
me away? g”

28 They an swered, “We saw clear
ly that the Lord was with you; h so 
we said, ‘There  ought to be a  sworn 
agree ment be tween us’ —  be tween us 
and you. Let us make a trea ty with you 
29 that you will do us no harm, just as 
we did not harm you but al ways treat
ed you well and sent you away peace
ful ly. And now you are  blessed by the 
Lord.” i

30 Isaac then made a  feast j for them, 
and they ate and  drank. 31 Ear ly the 
next morn ing the men  swore an oath k 
to each oth er. Then  Isaac sent them on 
 their way, and they went away peace
ful ly.

32 That day  Isaac’s ser vants came 
and told him  about the well they had 
dug. They said, “We’ve  found wa ter!” 
33 He  called it Shi bah, c and to this day 
the name of the town has been Be er
she ba. d l

a 21 Sitnah means opposition.    b 22 Rehoboth means room.    c 33 Shibah can mean oath or seven.    
d 33 Beersheba can mean well of the oath and well of seven.    
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 28 May God give you heaven’s dew j

  and earth’s richness k —  
  an abundance of grain and  

new wine. l

 29 May nations serve you
  and peoples bow down to you. m

  Be lord over your brothers,
  and may the sons of your mother 

bow down to you. n

  May those who curse you be cursed
  and those who bless you be 

blessed. o”
30 Af ter  Isaac fin ished bless ing him, 

and Ja cob had scarce ly left his fa ther’s 
pres ence, his broth er Esau came in 
from hunt ing. 31 He too pre pared some 
 tasty food and  brought it to his fa ther. 
Then he said to him, “My fa ther,  please 
sit up and eat some of my game, so that 
you may give me your bless ing.” p

32 His fa ther  Isaac  asked him, “Who 
are you?” q

“I am your son,” he an swered, “your 
first born, Esau.”

33 Isaac trem bled vi o lent ly and said, 
“Who was it, then, that hunt ed game 
and  brought it to me? I ate it just be fore 
you came and I  blessed him —  and in
deed he will be blessed! r”

34 When Esau  heard his fa ther’s 
 words, he  burst out with a loud and 
bit ter cry s and said to his fa ther, “Bless 
me —  me too, my fa ther!”

35 But he said, “Your broth er came 
de ceit ful ly t and took your bless ing.”

36 Esau said, “Isn’t he right ly  named 
Ja cob a ? u This is the sec ond time he 
has tak en ad van tage of me: He took 
my birth right, v and now he’s tak en my 
bless ing!” Then he  asked, “Haven’t you 
re served any bless ing for me?”

37 Isaac an swered Esau, “I have 
made him lord over you and have 
made all his rel a tives his ser vants, and 
I have sus tained him with  grain and 
new wine. w So what can I pos si bly do 
for you, my son?”

38 Esau said to his fa ther, “Do you 
have only one bless ing, my fa ther? 

pre pared some  tasty food, just the way 
his fa ther  liked it. 15 Then Re bek ah 
took the best  clothes a of Esau her old er 
son,  which she had in the  house, and 
put them on her youn ger son Ja cob. 
16 She also cov ered his  hands and the 
 smooth part of his neck with the goat
skins. 17 Then she hand ed to her son 
Ja cob the  tasty food and the  bread she 
had made.

18 He went to his fa ther and said, 
“My fa ther.”

“Yes, my son,” he an swered. “Who 
is it?”

19 Ja cob said to his fa ther, “I am Esau 
your first born. I have done as you told 
me.  Please sit up and eat some of my 
game, so that you may give me your 
bless ing.” b

20 Isaac  asked his son, “How did you 
find it so quick ly, my son?”

“The Lord your God gave me suc
cess, c” he re plied.

21 Then  Isaac said to Ja cob, “Come 
near so I can  touch you, d my son, to 
know wheth er you real ly are my son 
Esau or not.”

22 Ja cob went  close to his fa ther 
 Isaac, who  touched him and said, 
“The  voice is the  voice of Ja cob, but the 
 hands are the  hands of Esau.” 23 He did 
not rec og nize him, for his  hands were 
 hairy like  those of his broth er Esau; e so 
he pro ceed ed to  bless him. 24 “Are you 
real ly my son Esau?” he asked.

“I am,” he re plied.
25 Then he said, “My son,  bring me 

some of your game to eat, so that I may 
give you my bless ing.” f

Ja cob  brought it to him and he ate; 
and he  brought some wine and he 
 drank. 26 Then his fa ther  Isaac said to 
him, “Come here, my son, and kiss me.”

27 So he went to him and  kissed 
him g. When  Isaac  caught the  smell of 
his  clothes, h he  blessed him and said,

  “Ah, the smell of my son
  is like the smell of a field
  that the Lord has blessed. i

a 36 Jacob means he grasps the heel, a Hebrew idiom for he takes advantage of or he deceives.    
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come a com mu ni ty of peo ples. 4 May 
he give you and your de scen dants the 
bless ing giv en to Abra ham, q so that 
you may take pos ses sion of the land 
 where you now re side as a for eign er, r 
the land God gave to Abra ham.” 5 Then 
 Isaac sent Ja cob on his way, and he 
went to Pad dan Aram, s to La ban son 
of Be thu el the Ar a me an, the broth er of 
Re bek ah, t who was the moth er of Ja
cob and Esau.

6 Now Esau  learned that  Isaac had 
 blessed Ja cob and had sent him to Pad
dan Aram to take a wife from  there, 
and that when he  blessed him he com
mand ed him, “Do not mar ry a Ca
naan ite wom an,” u 7 and that Ja cob had 
 obeyed his fa ther and moth er and had 
gone to Pad dan Aram. 8 Esau then re
al ized how dis pleas ing the Ca naan ite 
wom en v were to his fa ther  Isaac; w 9 so 
he went to Ish ma el and mar ried Ma ha
lath, the sis ter of Ne ba ioth x and daugh
ter of Ish ma el son of Abra ham, in ad di
tion to the  wives he al ready had. y

Jacob’s Dream at Bethel
10 Ja cob left Be er she ba and set out 

for Har ran. z 11 When he  reached a cer
tain  place, he  stopped for the  night 
be cause the sun had set. Tak ing one 
of the  stones  there, he put it un der his 
head and lay down to  sleep. 12 He had 
a  dream a in  which he saw a stair way 
rest ing on the  earth, with its top reach
ing to heav en, and the an gels of God 
were as cend ing and de scend ing on 
it. b 13 There  above it c  stood the Lord, c 
and he said: “I am the Lord, the God 
of your fa ther Abra ham and the God of 
 Isaac. d I will give you and your de scen
dants the land e on  which you are ly
ing. 14 Your de scen dants will be like the 
dust of the  earth, and you f will  spread 
out to the west and to the east, to the 
 north and to the  south. g All peo ples on 
 earth will be  blessed  through you and 
your off spring. d h 15 I am with you i and 
will  watch over you j wher ev er you go, 

 Bless me too, my fa ther!” Then Esau 
wept aloud. x

39 His fa ther  Isaac an swered him,

  “Your dwelling will be
  away from the earth’s richness,
  away from the dew y of heaven 

above.
 40 You will live by the sword
  and you will serve z your brother. a

  But when you grow restless,
  you will throw his yoke
  from off your neck. b”

41 Esau held a  grudge c  against Ja cob d 
be cause of the bless ing his fa ther had 
giv en him. He said to him self, “The 
days of mourn ing e for my fa ther are 
near; then I will kill my broth er Ja cob.” f

42 When Re bek ah was told what 
her old er son Esau had said, she sent 
for her youn ger son Ja cob and said to 
him, “Your broth er Esau is plan ning to 
 avenge him self by kill ing you. 43 Now 
then, my son, do what I say: g Flee at 
once to my broth er La ban h in Har ran. i 
44 Stay with him for a  while j un til your 
broth er’s fury sub sides. 45 When your 
broth er is no lon ger an gry with you 
and for gets what you did to him, k I’ll 
send word for you to come back from 
 there. Why  should I lose both of you in 
one day?”

46 Then Re bek ah said to  Isaac, “I’m 
dis gust ed with liv ing be cause of  these 
Hit tite wom en. If Ja cob  takes a wife 
from  among the wom en of this land, 
from Hit tite wom en like  these, my life 
will not be  worth liv ing.” l

28 So  Isaac  called for Ja cob and 
 blessed him. Then he com

mand ed him: “Do not mar ry a Ca
naan ite wom an. m 2 Go at once to 
Pad dan Aram, a to the  house of your 
moth er’s fa ther Be thu el. n Take a wife 
for your self  there, from  among the 
daugh ters of La ban, your moth er’s 
broth er. 3 May God Al mighty b o  bless 
you and make you fruit ful p and in
crease your num bers un til you be
a 2 That is, Northwest Mesopotamia; also in verses 5, 6 and 7    b 3 Hebrew El-Shaddai    c 13 Or There beside him    
d 14 Or will use your name and the name of your offspring in blessings (see 48:20)    
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“Yes, he is,” they said, “and here 
 comes his daugh ter Ra chel with the 
sheep.”

7 “Look,” he said, “the sun is  still 
high; it is not time for the  flocks to be 
gath ered. Wa ter the  sheep and take 
them back to pas ture.”

8 “We  can’t,” they re plied, “un til all 
the  flocks are gath ered and the  stone 
has been  rolled away from the  mouth 
of the well. Then we will wa ter the 
sheep.”

9 While he was  still talk ing with 
them, Ra chel came with her fa ther’s 
 sheep, y for she was a shep herd. 10 When 
Ja cob saw Ra chel daugh ter of his uncle 
La ban, and La ban’s  sheep, he went 
over and  rolled the  stone away from 
the  mouth of the well and wa tered his 
un cle’s  sheep. z 11 Then Ja cob  kissed Ra
chel and be gan to weep  aloud. a 12 He 
had told Ra chel that he was a rel a tive b 
of her fa ther and a son of Re bek ah. So 
she ran and told her fa ther. c

13 As soon as La ban d  heard the news 
 about Ja cob, his sis ter’s son, he hur
ried to meet him. He em braced him 
and  kissed him and  brought him to 
his home, and  there Ja cob told him all 
 these  things. 14 Then La ban said to him, 
“You are my own  flesh and blood.” e

Jacob Marries Leah and Rachel
Af ter Ja cob had  stayed with him 

for a  whole  month, 15 La ban said to 
him, “Just be cause you are a rel a tive 
of mine,  should you work for me for 
noth ing? Tell me what your wag es 
 should be.”

16 Now La ban had two daugh ters; 
the name of the old er was Leah, and 
the name of the youn ger was Ra chel. 
17 Leah had weak d eyes, but Ra chel had 
a love ly fig ure and was beau ti ful. 18 Ja
cob was in love with Ra chel and said, 
“I’ll work for you sev en  years in re turn 
for your youn ger daugh ter Ra chel.” f

19 La ban said, “It’s bet ter that I give 
her to you than to some oth er man. 

and I will  bring you back to this land. 
I will not  leave you k un til I have done 
what I have prom ised you.” l

16 When Ja cob  awoke from his  sleep, 
he  thought, “Sure ly the Lord is in this 
 place, and I was not  aware of it.” 17 He 
was  afraid and said, “How awe some 
is this  place! m This is none oth er than 
the  house of God; this is the gate of 
heav en.”

18 Ear ly the next morn ing Ja cob took 
the  stone he had  placed un der his head 
and set it up as a pil lar n and  poured 
oil on top of it. o 19 He  called that  place 
Beth el, a  though the city used to be 
 called Luz. p

20 Then Ja cob made a vow, q say
ing, “If God will be with me and will 
 watch over me r on this jour ney I am 
tak ing and will give me food to eat 
and  clothes to wear 21 so that I re turn 
safe ly s to my fa ther’s house hold, then 
the Lord b will be my God t 22 and c this 
 stone that I have set up as a pil lar will 
be  God’s  house, u and of all that you 
give me I will give you a tenth. v”

Jacob Arrives in Paddan Aram

29 Then Ja cob con tin ued on his 
jour ney and came to the land 

of the east ern peo ples. w 2 There he saw 
a well in the open coun try, with  three 
 flocks of  sheep ly ing near it be cause 
the  flocks were wa tered from that well. 
The  stone over the  mouth of the well 
was  large. 3 When all the  flocks were 
gath ered  there, the shep herds  would 
roll the  stone away from the  well’s 
 mouth and wa ter the  sheep. Then they 
 would re turn the  stone to its  place over 
the  mouth of the well.

4 Ja cob  asked the shep herds, “My 
broth ers,  where are you from?”

“We’re from Har ran, x” they re plied.
5 He said to them, “Do you know La

ban, Na hor’s grand son?”
“Yes, we know him,” they an swered.
6 Then Ja cob  asked them, “Is he 

well?”
a 19 Bethel means house of God.    b 20,21 Or Since God . . . father’s household, the Lord    c 21,22 Or household, 
and the Lord will be my God, 22then    d 17 Or delicate    
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 loved, he gave me this one too.” So she 
 named him Sim e on. b t

34 Again she con ceived, and when 
she gave  birth to a son she said, “Now at 
last my hus band will be come at tached 
to me, u be cause I have  borne him  three 
sons.” So he was  named Levi. c v

35 She con ceived  again, and when 
she gave  birth to a son she said, 
“This time I will  praise the Lord.” So 
she  named him Ju dah. d w Then she 
 stopped hav ing chil dren.

30 When Ra chel saw that she was 
not bear ing Ja cob any chil

dren, x she be came jeal ous of her sis
ter. y So she said to Ja cob, “Give me 
chil dren, or I’ll die!”

2 Ja cob be came an gry with her and 
said, “Am  I in the  place of God, who 
has kept you from hav ing chil dren?” z

3 Then she said, “Here is Bil hah, my 
ser vant.  Sleep with her so that she can 
bear chil dren for me and I too can 
 build a fam i ly  through her.” a

4 So she gave him her ser vant Bil hah 
as a wife. b Ja cob  slept with her, c 5 and 
she be came preg nant and bore him a 
son. 6 Then Ra chel said, “God has vin
di cat ed me; d he has lis tened to my plea 
and giv en me a son.” Be cause of this 
she  named him Dan. e e

7 Ra chel’s ser vant Bil hah con ceived 
 again and bore Ja cob a sec ond son. 
8 Then Ra chel said, “I have had a  great 
strug gle with my sis ter, and I have 
won.” f So she  named him Naph ta li. f g

9 When Leah saw that she had 
 stopped hav ing chil dren, she took her 
ser vant Zil pah and gave her to Ja cob 
as a wife. h 10 Le ah’s ser vant Zil pah 
bore Ja cob a son. 11 Then Leah said, 
“What good for tune!” g So she  named 
him Gad. h i

12 Le ah’s ser vant Zil pah bore Ja cob 
a sec ond son. 13 Then Leah said, “How 
hap py I am! The wom en will call me j 
hap py.” k So she  named him Ash er. i l

Stay here with me.” 20 So Ja cob  served 
sev en  years to get Ra chel, but they 
 seemed like only a few days to him be
cause of his love for her. g

21 Then Ja cob said to La ban, “Give 
me my wife. My time is com plet ed, 
and I want to make love to her. h”

22 So La ban  brought to geth er all the 
peo ple of the  place and gave a  feast. i 
23 But when eve ning came, he took his 
daugh ter Leah and  brought her to Ja
cob, and Ja cob made love to her. 24 And 
La ban gave his ser vant Zil pah to his 
daugh ter as her at ten dant.

25 When morn ing came,  there was 
Leah! So Ja cob said to La ban, “What 
is this you have done to me? j I  served 
you for Ra chel,  didn’t I? Why have you 
de ceived me? k”

26 La ban re plied, “It is not our cus tom 
here to give the youn ger daugh ter in 
mar riage be fore the old er one. 27 Fin ish 
this daugh ter’s brid al week; l then we 
will give you the youn ger one also, in 
re turn for an oth er sev en  years of work.”

28 And Ja cob did so. He fin ished the 
week with Leah, and then La ban gave 
him his daugh ter Ra chel to be his wife. 
29 La ban gave his ser vant Bil hah m to 
his daugh ter Ra chel as her at ten dant. n 
30 Ja cob made love to Ra chel also, and 
his love for Ra chel was great er than his 
love for Leah. o And he  worked for La
ban an oth er sev en years. p

Jacob’s Children
31 When the Lord saw that Leah was 

not  loved, q he en abled her to con ceive, r 
but Ra chel re mained child less. 32 Leah 
be came preg nant and gave  birth to a 
son. She  named him Reu ben, a for she 
said, “It is be cause the Lord has seen 
my mis ery. s Sure ly my hus band will 
love me now.”

33 She con ceived  again, and when 
she gave  birth to a son she said, “Be
cause the Lord  heard that I am not 
a 32 Reuben sounds like the Hebrew for he has seen my misery; the name means see, a son.    b 33 Simeon 
probably means one who hears.    c 34 Levi sounds like and may be derived from the Hebrew for attached.    
d 35 Judah sounds like and may be derived from the Hebrew for praise.    e 6 Dan here means he has vindicated.    
f 8 Naphtali means my struggle.    g 11 Or “A troop is coming!”    h 11 Gad can mean good fortune or a troop.    
i 13 Asher means happy.    
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27 But La ban said to him, “If I have 
 found fa vor in your eyes,  please stay. 
I have  learned by div i na tion that the 
Lord has  blessed me be cause of you.” z 
28 He add ed, “Name your wag es, a and I 
will pay them.”

29 Ja cob said to him, “You know how 
I have  worked for you b and how your 
live stock has  fared un der my care. c 
30 The lit tle you had be fore I came has 
in creased great ly, and the Lord has 
 blessed you wher ev er I have been. But 
now, when may I do some thing for my 
own house hold? d”

31 “What  shall I give you?” he asked.
“Don’t give me any thing,” Ja cob re

plied. “But if you will do this one  thing 
for me, I will go on tend ing your  flocks 
and watch ing over them: 32 Let me go 
 through all your  flocks to day and re
move from them ev ery speck led or 
spot ted  sheep, ev ery darkcol ored 
lamb and ev ery spot ted or speck led 
goat. e They will be my wag es. 33 And 
my hon es ty will tes ti fy for me in the 
fu ture, when ev er you  check on the 
wag es you have paid me. Any goat in 
my pos ses sion that is not speck led or 
spot ted, or any lamb that is not dark
col ored, will be con sid ered sto len.”

34 “Agreed,” said La ban. “Let it be 
as you have said.” 35 That same day he 
re moved all the male  goats that were 
 streaked or spot ted, and all the speck
led or spot ted fe male  goats (all that 
had  white on them) and all the dark
col ored  lambs, and he  placed them in 
the care of his sons. f 36 Then he put a 
 threeday jour ney be tween him self 
and Ja cob,  while Ja cob con tin ued to 
tend the rest of La ban’s flocks.

37 Ja cob, how ev er, took  freshcut 
branch es from pop lar, al mond and 
 plane  trees and made  white  stripes 
on them by peel ing the bark and ex
pos ing the  white in ner wood of the 
branch es. 38 Then he  placed the  peeled 
branch es in all the wa ter ing  troughs, 
so that they  would be di rect ly in  front 

14 Dur ing  wheat har vest, Reu ben 
went out into the  fields and  found 
some man drake  plants, m  which he 
 brought to his moth er Leah. Ra chel 
said to Leah, “Please give me some of 
your  son’s man drakes.”

15 But she said to her, “Wasn’t it 
 enough n that you took away my hus
band? Will you take my  son’s man
drakes too?”

“Very well,” Ra chel said, “he can 
 sleep with you to night in re turn for 
your  son’s man drakes.”

16 So when Ja cob came in from the 
 fields that eve ning, Leah went out to 
meet him. “You must  sleep with me,” 
she said. “I have  hired you with my 
 son’s man drakes.” So he  slept with her 
that night.

17 God lis tened to Leah, o and she 
be came preg nant and bore Ja cob a 
 fifth son. 18 Then Leah said, “God has 
re ward ed me for giv ing my ser vant 
to my hus band.” So she  named him  
Is sa char. a p

19 Leah con ceived  again and bore 
Ja cob a  sixth son. 20 Then Leah said, 
“God has pre sent ed me with a pre
cious gift. This time my hus band will 
 treat me with hon or, be cause I have 
 borne him six sons.” So she  named 
him Zeb u lun. b q

21 Some time lat er she gave  birth to a 
daugh ter and  named her Di nah.

22 Then God re mem bered Ra chel; r 
he lis tened to her and en abled her to 
con ceive. s 23 She be came preg nant 
and gave  birth to a son t and said, “God 
has tak en away my dis grace.” u 24 She 
 named him Jo seph, c v and said, “May 
the Lord add to me an oth er son.” w

Jacob’s Flocks Increase
25 Af ter Ra chel gave  birth to Jo seph, 

Ja cob said to La ban, “Send me on 
my way x so I can go back to my own 
home land. 26 Give me my  wives and 
chil dren, for whom I have  served you, y 
and I will be on my way. You know how 
much work I’ve done for you.”
a 18 Issachar sounds like the Hebrew for reward.    b 20 Zebulun probably means honor.    c 24 Joseph means may 
he add.    
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 f locks bore  streaked  young. 9 So God 
has tak en away your fa ther’s live stock 
and has giv en them to me. o

10 “In breed ing sea son I once had a 
 dream in  which I  looked up and saw 
that the male  goats mat ing with the 
 flock were  streaked, speck led or spot
ted. 11 The an gel of God p said to me in 
the  dream, ‘Ja cob.’ I an swered, ‘Here I 
am.’ 12 And he said, ‘Look up and see 
that all the male  goats mat ing with the 
 flock are  streaked, speck led or spot
ted, for I have seen all that La ban has 
been do ing to you. q 13 I am the God of 
Beth el, r  where you anoint ed a pil lar 
and  where you made a vow to me. Now 
 leave this land at once and go back to 
your na tive land. s’ ”

14 Then Ra chel and Leah re plied, 
“Do we  still have any  share in the in
her i tance of our fa ther’s es tate? 15 Does 
he not re gard us as for eign ers? Not 
only has he sold us, but he has used up 
what was paid for us. t 16 Sure ly all the 
 wealth that God took away from our 
fa ther be longs to us and our chil dren. 
So do what ev er God has told you.”

17 Then Ja cob put his chil dren and 
his  wives on cam els, 18 and he  drove 
all his live stock  ahead of him,  along 
with all the  goods he had ac cu mu lat
ed in Pad dan Aram, a to go to his fa ther 
 Isaac u in the land of Ca naan. v

19 When La ban had gone to  shear 
his  sheep, Ra chel  stole her fa ther’s 
house hold gods. w 20 More over, Ja cob 
de ceived x La ban the Ar a me an by not 
tell ing him he was run ning away. y 
21 So he fled with all he had,  crossed 
the Eu phra tes Riv er, and head ed for 
the hill coun try of Gil e ad. z

Laban Pursues Jacob
22 On the  third day La ban was told 

that Ja cob had fled. 23 Tak ing his rel
a tives with him, he pur sued Ja cob for 
sev en days and  caught up with him 
in the hill coun try of Gil e ad. 24 Then 
God came to La ban the Ar a me an in 
a  dream at  night and said to him, a  

of the  flocks when they came to  drink. 
When the  f locks were in heat and 
came to  drink, 39 they mat ed in  front 
of the branch es. And they bore  young 
that were  streaked or speck led or spot
ted. 40 Ja cob set  apart the  young of the 
 flock by them selves, but made the rest 
face the  streaked and darkcol ored 
an i mals that be longed to La ban. Thus 
he made sep a rate  f locks for him self 
and did not put them with La ban’s 
an i mals. 41 When ev er the stron ger fe
males were in heat, Ja cob  would  place 
the branch es in the  troughs in  front of 
the an i mals so they  would mate near 
the branch es, 42 but if the an i mals 
were weak, he  would not  place them 
 there. So the weak an i mals went to 
La ban and the  strong ones to Ja cob. 
43 In this way the man grew ex ceed ing
ly pros per ous and came to own  large 
 flocks, and fe male and male ser vants, 
and cam els and don keys. g

Jacob Flees From Laban

31 Ja cob  heard that La ban’s sons 
were say ing, “Ja cob has tak en 

ev ery thing our fa ther  owned and has 
 gained all this  wealth from what be
longed to our fa ther.” 2 And Ja cob no
ticed that La ban’s at ti tude to ward him 
was not what it had been.

3 Then the Lord said to Ja cob, “Go 
back h to the land of your fa thers and to 
your rel a tives, and I will be with you.” i

4 So Ja cob sent word to Ra chel and 
Leah to come out to the  fields  where 
his  flocks were. 5 He said to them, “I see 
that your fa ther’s at ti tude to ward me 
is not what it was be fore, but the God 
of my fa ther has been with me. j 6 You 
know that I’ve  worked for your fa ther 
with all my  strength, k 7 yet your fa ther 
has cheat ed me by chang ing my wag
es ten  times. l How ev er, God has not 
al lowed him to harm me. m 8 If he said, 
‘The speck led ones will be your wag es,’ 
then all the  flocks gave  birth to speck
led  young; and if he said, ‘The  streaked 
ones will be your wag es,’ n then all the 

a 18 That is, Northwest Mesopotamia    
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La ban. “How have I  wronged you that 
you hunt me down? 37 Now that you 
have  searched  through all my  goods, 
what have you  found that be longs to 
your house hold? Put it here in  front of 
your rel a tives n and mine, and let them 
 judge be tween the two of us.

38 “I have been with you for twen ty 
 years now. Your  sheep and  goats have 
not mis car ried, nor have I eat en rams 
from your  flocks. 39 I did not  bring you 
an i mals torn by wild  beasts; I bore the 
loss my self. And you de mand ed pay
ment from me for what ev er was sto len 
by day or  night. o 40 This was my sit u
a tion: The heat con sumed me in the 
day time and the cold at  night, and 
 sleep fled from my eyes. 41 It was like 
this for the twen ty  years I was in your 
house hold. I  worked for you four teen 
 years for your two daugh ters p and six 
 years for your  flocks, and you  changed 
my wag es ten  times. q 42 If the God of 
my fa ther, r the God of Abra ham and 
the Fear of  Isaac, s had not been with 
me, t you  would sure ly have sent me 
away emp tyhand ed. But God has seen 
my hard ship and the toil of my  hands, u 
and last  night he re buked you.”

43 La ban an swered Ja cob, “The 
wom en are my daugh ters, the chil dren 
are my chil dren, and the  flocks are my 
 flocks. All you see is mine. Yet what 
can I do to day  about  these daugh ters 
of mine, or  about the chil dren they 
have  borne? 44 Come now,  let’s make a 
cov enant, v you and I, and let it  serve as 
a wit ness be tween us.” w

45 So Ja cob took a  stone and set it up 
as a pil lar. x 46 He said to his rel a tives, 
“Gath er some  stones.” So they took 
 stones and  piled them in a heap, and 
they ate  there by the heap. 47 La ban 
 called it Je gar Sa ha du tha, and Ja cob 
 called it Gal e ed. a

48 La ban said, “This heap is a wit
ness be tween you and me to day.” That 
is why it was  called Gal e ed. 49 It was 
also  called Miz pah, b y be cause he said,  

“Be care ful not to say any thing to Ja
cob, ei ther good or bad.” b

25 Ja cob had  pitched his tent in the 
hill coun try of Gil e ad when La ban 
over took him, and La ban and his rel a
tives  camped  there too. 26 Then La ban 
said to Ja cob, “What have you done? 
 You’ve de ceived me, c and  you’ve car
ried off my daugh ters like cap tives in 
war. d 27 Why did you run off se cret ly 
and de ceive me? Why  didn’t you tell 
me, so I  could send you away with joy 
and sing ing to the mu sic of tim brels e 
and  harps? f 28 You  didn’t even let me 
kiss my grand chil dren and my daugh
ters goodbye. g You have done a fool
ish  thing. 29 I have the pow er to harm 
you; h but last  night the God of your fa
ther i said to me, ‘Be care ful not to say 
any thing to Ja cob, ei ther good or bad.’ 
30 Now you have gone off be cause you 
 longed to re turn to your fa ther’s house
hold. But why did you  steal my gods? j”

31 Ja cob an swered La ban, “I was 
 afraid, be cause I  thought you  would 
take your daugh ters away from me by 
 force. 32 But if you find any one who has 
your gods, that per son  shall not live. k 
In the pres ence of our rel a tives, see for 
your self wheth er  there is any thing of 
 yours here with me; and if so, take it.” 
Now Ja cob did not know that Ra chel 
had sto len the gods.

33 So La ban went into Ja cob’s tent 
and into Le ah’s tent and into the tent of 
the two fe male ser vants, but he  found 
noth ing. Af ter he came out of Le ah’s 
tent, he en tered Ra chel’s tent. 34 Now 
Ra chel had tak en the house hold gods 
and put them in side her cam el’s sad
dle and was sit ting on them. La ban 
 searched l  through ev ery thing in the 
tent but  found noth ing.

35 Ra chel said to her fa ther, “Don’t be 
an gry, my lord, that I can not  stand up 
in your pres ence; m I’m hav ing my pe ri
od.” So he  searched but  could not find 
the house hold gods.

36 Ja cob was an gry and took La ban 
to task. “What is my  crime?” he  asked 
a 47 The Aramaic Jegar Sahadutha and the Hebrew Galeed both mean witness heap.    b 49 Mizpah means 
watchtower.    
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meet you, and four hun dred men are 
with him.” q

7 In  great fear r and dis tress Ja cob di
vid ed the peo ple who were with him 
into two  groups, d and the  flocks and 
 herds and cam els as well. 8 He  thought, 
“If Esau  comes and at tacks one  group, e 
the  group e that is left may es cape.”

9 Then Ja cob  prayed, “O God of my 
fa ther Abra ham, God of my fa ther 
 Isaac, s Lord, you who said to me, ‘Go 
back to your coun try and your rel a
tives, and I will make you pros per,’ t 
10 I am un wor thy of all the kind ness 
and faith ful ness u you have  shown 
your ser vant. I had only my  staff when 
I  crossed this Jor dan, but now I have 
be come two  camps. 11 Save me, I pray, 
from the hand of my broth er Esau, for I 
am  afraid he will come and at tack me, v 
and also the moth ers with  their chil
dren. w 12 But you have said, ‘I will sure
ly make you pros per and will make 
your de scen dants like the sand x of the 
sea,  which can not be count ed. y’ ”

13 He  spent the  night  there, and from 
what he had with him he se lect ed a 
gift z for his broth er Esau: 14 two hun
dred fe male  goats and twen ty male 
 goats, two hun dred ewes and twen
ty rams, 15 thir ty fe male cam els with 
 their  young, for ty cows and ten  bulls, 
and twen ty fe male don keys and ten 
male don keys. 16 He put them in the 
care of his ser vants, each herd by it self, 
and said to his ser vants, “Go  ahead of 
me, and keep some  space be tween the 
herds.”

17 He in struct ed the one in the lead: 
“When my broth er Esau  meets you 
and asks, ‘Who do you be long to, and 
 where are you go ing, and who owns all 
 these an i mals in  front of you?’ 18 then 
you are to say, ‘They be long to your 
ser vant a Ja cob. They are a gift sent to 
my lord Esau, and he is com ing be
hind us.’ ”

19 He also in struct ed the sec ond, the 
 third and all the oth ers who fol lowed 

“May the Lord keep  watch be tween 
you and me when we are away from 
each oth er. 50 If you mis treat my daugh
ters or if you take any  wives be sides my 
daugh ters, even  though no one is with 
us, re mem ber that God is a wit ness z 
be tween you and me.”

51 La ban also said to Ja cob, “Here 
is this heap, and here is this pil lar a 
I have set up be tween you and me. 
52 This heap is a wit ness, and this pil
lar is a wit ness, b that I will not go past 
this heap to your side to harm you and 
that you will not go past this heap and 
pil lar to my side to harm me. c 53 May 
the God of Abra ham d and the God of 
Na hor, the God of  their fa ther,  judge 
be tween us.” e

So Ja cob took an oath f in the name 
of the Fear of his fa ther  Isaac. g 54 He of
fered a sac ri fice  there in the hill coun
try and in vit ed his rel a tives to a meal. 
Af ter they had eat en, they  spent the 
 night there.

55 Ear ly the next morn ing La ban 
 kissed his grand chil dren and his 
daugh ters h and  blessed them. Then 
he left and re turned home. a i

Jacob Prepares to Meet Esau

32b Ja cob also went on his way, 
and the an gels of God j met 

him. 2 When Ja cob saw them, he said, 
“This is the camp of God!” k So he 
 named that  place Ma ha na im. c l

3 Ja cob sent mes sen gers  ahead of 
him to his broth er Esau m in the land 
of Seir, the coun try of Edom. n 4 He in
struct ed them: “This is what you are to 
say to my lord Esau: ‘Your ser vant Ja
cob says, I have been stay ing with La
ban and have re mained  there till now. 
5 I have cat tle and don keys,  sheep and 
 goats, male and fe male ser vants. o Now 
I am send ing this mes sage to my lord, 
that I may find fa vor in your eyes. p’ ”

6 When the mes sen gers re turned 
to Ja cob, they said, “We went to your 
broth er Esau, and now he is com ing to 
a 55 In Hebrew texts this verse (31:55) is numbered 32:1.    b In Hebrew texts 32:132 is numbered 32:233.    
c 2 Mahanaim means two camps.    d 7 Or camps    e 8 Or camp    
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Jacob Meets Esau

33 Ja cob  looked up and  there was 
Esau, com ing with his four 

hun dred men; l so he di vid ed the chil
dren  among Leah, Ra chel and the two 
fe male ser vants. 2 He put the fe male 
ser vants and  their chil dren in  front, 
Leah and her chil dren next, and Ra
chel and Jo seph in the rear. 3 He him
self went on  ahead and  bowed down 
to the  ground m sev en  times as he ap
proached his broth er.

4 But Esau ran to meet Ja cob and em
braced him; he  threw his arms  around 
his neck and  kissed him. And they 
wept. n 5 Then Esau  looked up and saw 
the wom en and chil dren. “Who are 
 these with you?” he asked.

Ja cob an swered, “They are the chil
dren God has gra cious ly giv en your 
ser vant. o”

6 Then the fe male ser vants and 
 their chil dren ap proached and  bowed 
down. 7 Next, Leah and her chil dren 
came and  bowed down. Last of all 
came Jo seph and Ra chel, and they too 
 bowed down.

8 Esau  asked, “What’s the meaning 
of all  these  flocks and  herds I met?” p

“To find fa vor in your eyes, my 
lord,” q he said.

9 But Esau said, “I al ready have plen
ty, my broth er. Keep what you have for 
your self.”

10 “No,  please!” said Ja cob. “If I have 
 found fa vor in your eyes, ac cept this 
gift from me. For to see your face is like 
see ing the face of God, r now that you 
have re ceived me fa vor ably. s 11 Please 
ac cept the pres ent t that was  brought to 
you, for God has been gra cious to me u 
and I have all I need.” And be cause Ja
cob in sist ed, Esau ac cept ed it.

12 Then Esau said, “Let us be on our 
way; I’ll ac com pa ny you.”

13 But Ja cob said to him, “My lord 
 knows that the chil dren are ten der 
and that I must care for the ewes and 
cows that are nurs ing  their  young.  

the  herds: “You are to say the same 
 thing to Esau when you meet him. 
20 And be sure to say, ‘Your ser vant 
Ja cob is com ing be hind us.’ ” For he 
 thought, “I will pac i fy him with  these 
 gifts I am send ing on  ahead; lat er, 
when I see him, per haps he will re ceive 
me.” b 21 So Ja cob’s  gifts went on  ahead 
of him, but he him self  spent the  night 
in the camp.

Jacob Wrestles With God
22 That  night Ja cob got up and took 

his two  wives, his two fe male ser vants 
and his elev en sons and  crossed the 
ford of the Jab bok. c 23 Af ter he had sent 
them  across the  stream, he sent over 
all his pos ses sions. 24 So Ja cob was left 
 alone, and a man d wres tled with him 
till day break. 25 When the man saw 
that he  could not over pow er him, he 
 touched the sock et of Ja cob’s hip e so 
that his hip was  wrenched as he wres
tled with the man. 26 Then the man 
said, “Let me go, for it is day break.”

But Ja cob re plied, “I will not let you 
go un less you  bless me.” f

27 The man  asked him, “What is your 
name?”

“Ja cob,” he an swered.
28 Then the man said, “Your name 

will no lon ger be Ja cob, but Is ra el, a g 
be cause you have strug gled with God 
and with hu mans and have over
come.”

29 Ja cob said, “Please tell me your 
name.” h

But he re plied, “Why do you ask my 
name?” i Then he  blessed j him there.

30 So Ja cob  called the  place Pe ni el, b 
say ing, “It is be cause I saw God face to 
face, k and yet my life was spared.”

31 The sun rose  above him as he 
 passed Pe ni el, c and he was limp ing 
be cause of his hip. 32 There fore to this 
day the Is ra el ites do not eat the ten
don at tached to the sock et of the hip, 
be cause the sock et of Ja cob’s hip was 
 touched near the ten don.
a 28 Israel probably means he struggles with God.    b 30 Peniel means face of God.    c 31 Hebrew Penuel, a 
variant of Peniel    
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had hap pened. They were  shocked 
and fu ri ous, be cause She chem had 
done an out ra geous  thing in e Is ra el e 
by sleep ing with Ja cob’s daugh ter —  a 
 thing that  should not be done. f

8 But Ha mor said to them, “My son 
She chem has his  heart set on your 
daugh ter.  Please give her to him as his 
wife. 9 In ter mar ry with us; give us your 
daugh ters and take our daugh ters for 
your selves. 10 You can set tle  among 
us; g the land is open to you. h Live in it, 
 trade f in it, i and ac quire prop er ty in it.”

11 Then She chem said to Di nah’s fa
ther and broth ers, “Let me find fa vor in 
your eyes, and I will give you what ev er 
you ask. 12 Make the  price for the  bride j 
and the gift I am to  bring as  great as 
you like, and I’ll pay what ev er you ask 
me. Only give me the  young wom an as 
my wife.”

13 Be cause  their sis ter Di nah had 
been de filed, Ja cob’s sons re plied de
ceit ful ly as they  spoke to She chem and 
his fa ther Ha mor. 14 They said to them, 
“We  can’t do such a  thing; we  can’t give 
our sis ter to a man who is not cir cum
cised. k That  would be a dis grace to us. 
15 We will en ter into an agree ment with 
you on one con di tion only: that you be
come like us by cir cum cis ing all your 
 males. l 16 Then we will give you our 
daugh ters and take your daugh ters for 
our selves.  We’ll set tle  among you and 
be come one peo ple with you. 17 But if 
you will not  agree to be cir cum cised, 
 we’ll take our sis ter and go.”

18 Their pro pos al  seemed good to 
Ha mor and his son She chem. 19 The 
 young man, who was the most hon
ored of all his fa ther’s fam i ly, lost no 
time in do ing what they said, be cause 
he was de light ed with Ja cob’s daugh
ter. m 20 So Ha mor and his son She chem 
went to the gate of  their city n to  speak 
to the men of  their city. 21 “These men 
are friend ly to ward us,” they said. “Let 
them live in our land and  trade in it; 

If they are driv en hard just one day, 
all the an i mals will die. 14 So let my 
lord go on  ahead of his ser vant,  while 
I move  along slow ly at the pace of the 
 f locks and  herds be fore me and the 
pace of the chil dren, un til I come to 
my lord in Seir. v”

15 Esau said, “Then let me  leave 
some of my men with you.”

“But why do that?” Ja cob  asked. 
“Just let me find fa vor in the eyes of my 
lord.” w

16 So that day Esau start ed on his 
way back to Seir. 17 Ja cob, how ev er, 
went to Suk koth, x  where he  built a 
 place for him self and made shel ters 
for his live stock. That is why the  place 
is  called Suk koth. a

18 Af ter Ja cob came from Pad dan 
Aram, b y he ar rived safe ly at the city 
of She chem z in Ca naan and  camped 
with in  sight of the city. 19 For a hun
dred piec es of sil ver, c he  bought from 
the sons of Ha mor, the fa ther of She
chem, a the plot of  ground b  where he 
 pitched his tent. 20 There he set up an 
al tar and  called it El Elo he Is ra el. d

Dinah and the Shechemites

34 Now Di nah, c the daugh ter Leah 
had  borne to Ja cob, went out 

to vis it the wom en of the land. 2 When 
She chem son of Ha mor the Hi vite, the 
rul er of that area, saw her, he took her 
and  raped her. 3 His  heart was  drawn 
to Di nah daugh ter of Ja cob; he  loved 
the  young wom an and  spoke ten der ly 
to her. 4 And She chem said to his fa ther 
Ha mor, “Get me this girl as my wife.”

5 When Ja cob  heard that his daugh
ter Di nah had been de filed, his sons 
were in the  fields with his live stock; 
so he did noth ing  about it un til they 
came home.

6 Then She chem’s fa ther Ha mor 
went out to talk with Ja cob. d 7 Mean
while, Ja cob’s sons had come in from 
the  fields as soon as they  heard what 
a 17 Sukkoth means shelters.    b 18 That is, Northwest Mesopotamia    c 19 Hebrew hundred kesitahs; a kesitah 
was a unit of money of unknown weight and value.    d 20 El Elohe Israel can mean El is the God of Israel or mighty 
is the God of Israel.    e 7 Or against    f 10 Or move about freely; also in verse 21    
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2 So Ja cob said to his house hold w 
and to all who were with him, “Get 
rid of the for eign gods x you have with 
you, and pu ri fy your selves and  change 
your  clothes. y 3 Then come, let us go up 
to Beth el,  where I will  build an al tar to 
God, who an swered me in the day of 
my dis tress z and who has been with 
me wher ev er I have gone. a” 4 So they 
gave Ja cob all the for eign gods they 
had and the  rings in  their ears, and Ja
cob bur ied them un der the oak at She
chem. b 5 Then they set out, and the ter
ror of God c fell on the  towns all  around 
them so that no one pur sued them.

6 Ja cob and all the peo ple with him 
came to Luz d (that is, Beth el) in the 
land of Ca naan. 7 There he  built an al
tar, and he  called the  place El Beth el, b 
be cause it was  there that God re vealed 
him self to him e when he was flee ing 
from his broth er.

8 Now Deb o rah, Re bek ah’s  nurse, f 
died and was bur ied un der the oak 
out side Beth el. So it was  named Al lon 
Bak uth. c

9 Af ter Ja cob re turned from Pad dan 
Aram, d God ap peared to him  again 
and  blessed him. g 10 God said to him, 
“Your name is Ja cob, e but you will no 
lon ger be  called Ja cob; your name will 
be Is ra el. f ” h So he  named him Is ra el.

11 And God said to him, “I am God 
Al mighty g; i be fruit ful and in crease in 
num ber. A na tion j and a com mu ni ty of 
na tions will come from you, and  kings 
will be  among your de scen dants. k 
12 The land I gave to Abra ham and  Isaac 
I also give to you, and I will give this 
land to your de scen dants af ter you. l” m 
13 Then God went up from him n at the 
 place  where he had  talked with him.

14 Ja cob set up a  stone pil lar at the 
 place  where God had  talked with him, 
and he  poured out a  drink of fer ing on 
it; he also  poured oil on it. o 15 Ja cob 
 called the  place  where God had  talked 
with him Beth el. h p

the land has plen ty of room for them. 
We can mar ry  their daugh ters and 
they can mar ry ours. 22 But the men 
will  agree to live with us as one peo ple 
only on the con di tion that our  males 
be cir cum cised, as they them selves 
are. 23 Won’t  their live stock,  their 
prop er ty and all  their oth er an i mals 
be come ours? So let us  agree to  their 
 terms, and they will set tle  among us.”

24 All the men who went out of the 
city gate o  agreed with Ha mor and his 
son She chem, and ev ery male in the 
city was cir cum cised.

25 Three days lat er,  while all of them 
were  still in pain, two of Ja cob’s sons, 
Sim e on and Levi, Di nah’s broth
ers, took  their  swords p and at tacked 
the un sus pect ing city, kill ing ev ery 
male. q 26 They put Ha mor and his son 
She chem to the  sword and took Di nah 
from She chem’s  house and left. 27 The 
sons of Ja cob came upon the dead 
bod ies and loot ed the city  where a  their 
sis ter had been de filed. 28 They  seized 
 their  f locks and  herds and don keys 
and ev ery thing else of  theirs in the 
city and out in the  fields. 29 They car
ried off all  their  wealth and all  their 
wom en and chil dren, tak ing as plun
der ev ery thing in the hous es.

30 Then Ja cob said to Sim e on and 
Levi, “You have  brought trou ble on 
me by mak ing me ob nox ious r to the 
Ca naan ites and Per iz zites, the peo ple 
liv ing in this land. s We are few in num
ber, t and if they join forc es  against me 
and at tack me, I and my house hold 
will be de stroyed.”

31 But they re plied, “Should he have 
treat ed our sis ter like a pros ti tute?”

Jacob Returns to Bethel

35 Then God said to Ja cob, “Go up 
to Beth el u and set tle  there, and 

 build an al tar  there to God, who ap
peared to you when you were flee ing 
from your broth er Esau.” v

a 27 Or because    b 7 El Bethel means God of Bethel.    c 8 Allon Bakuth means oak of weeping.    d 9 That is, 
Northwest Mesopotamia; also in verse 26    e 10 Jacob means he grasps the heel, a Hebrew idiom for he deceives.    
f 10 Israel probably means he struggles with God.    g 11 Hebrew El-Shaddai    h 15 Bethel means house of God.    
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Esau’s Descendants
36:10-14pp —  1Ch 1:35-37
36:20-28pp —  1Ch 1:38-42

36 This is the ac count of the fam
i ly line of Esau (that is, Edom). j

2 Esau took his  wives from the 
wom en of Ca naan: k Adah daugh
ter of Elon the Hit tite, l and Ohol
i ba mah daugh ter of Anah m and 
grand daugh ter of Zib e on the Hi
vite —   3 also Bas e math daugh ter 
of Ish ma el and sis ter of Ne ba ioth.

4 Adah bore El i phaz to Esau, 
Bas e math bore Reu el, n 5 and 
Ohol i ba mah bore Je ush, Ja lam 
and Ko rah.  These were the sons 
of Esau, who were born to him in 
Ca naan.

6 Esau took his  wives and sons 
and daugh ters and all the mem
bers of his house hold, as well as 
his live stock and all his oth er an
i mals and all the  goods he had 
ac quired in Ca naan, o and  moved 
to a land some dis tance from his 
broth er Ja cob. 7 Their pos ses sions 
were too  great for them to re main 
to geth er; the land  where they 
were stay ing  could not sup port 
them both be cause of  their live
stock. p 8 So Esau q (that is, Edom) 
set tled in the hill coun try of Seir. r

9 This is the ac count of the fam i ly 
line of Esau the fa ther of the Edom ites 
in the hill coun try of Seir.

 10 These are the  names of  Esau’s 
sons:

  El i phaz, the son of  Esau’s wife 
Adah, and Reu el, the son of 
 Esau’s wife Bas e math.

 11 The sons of El i phaz: s

  Te man, t Omar, Ze pho, Ga tam 
and Ke naz.

 12 Esau’s son El i phaz also had 
a con cu bine  named Tim na, 
who bore him Am a lek. u  These 
were grand sons of  Esau’s wife 
Adah. v

The Deaths of Rachel and Isaac
35:23-26pp —  1Ch 2:1-2

16 Then they  moved on from Beth el. 
 While they were  still some dis tance 
from Eph rath, Ra chel be gan to give 
 birth and had  great dif fi cul ty. 17 And 
as she was hav ing  great dif fi cul ty in 
child birth, the mid wife said to her, 
“Don’t de spair, for you have an oth er 
son.” q 18 As she  breathed her last —  for 
she was dy ing —  she  named her son 
BenOni. a But his fa ther  named him 
Ben ja min. b

19 So Ra chel died and was bur ied 
on the way to Eph rath (that is, Beth le
hem r). 20 Over her tomb Ja cob set up a 
pil lar, and to this day that pil lar  marks 
Ra chel’s tomb. s

21 Is ra el  moved on  again and  pitched 
his tent be yond Mig dal Eder. 22 While 
Is ra el was liv ing in that re gion, Reu
ben went in and  slept with his fa ther’s 
con cu bine t Bil hah, u and Is ra el  heard 
of it.

Ja cob had  twelve sons:
 23 The sons of Leah:
  Reu ben the first born v of Ja cob,
  Sim e on, Levi, Ju dah, w Is sa char 

and Zeb u lun. x

 24 The sons of Ra chel:
  Jo seph y and Ben ja min. z

 25 The sons of Ra chel’s ser vant  
Bil hah:

  Dan and Naph ta li. a

 26 The sons of Le ah’s ser vant Zil pah:
  Gad b and Ash er. c

These were the sons of Ja cob, who 
were born to him in Pad dan Aram.

27 Ja cob came home to his fa ther 
 Isaac in Mam re, d near Kir i ath Arba e 
(that is, He bron),  where Abra ham 
and  Isaac had  stayed. 28 Isaac  lived a 
hun dred and  eighty  years. f 29 Then 
he  breathed his last and died and was 
gath ered to his peo ple, g old and full of 
 years. h And his sons Esau and Ja cob 
bur ied him. i

a 18 Ben-Oni means son of my trouble.    b 18 Benjamin means son of my right hand.    
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 springs c in the des ert  while he 
was graz ing the don keys of his 
fa ther Zib e on.

 25 The chil dren of Anah:
  Di shon and Ohol  i ba mah 

daugh ter of Anah.
 26 The sons of Di shon d:
  Hem dan, Esh ban, Ith ran and 

Ke ran.
 27 The sons of Ezer:
  Bil han, Za a van and Akan.
 28 The sons of Di shan:
  Uz and Aran.
 29 These were the Ho rite chiefs:
  Lo tan, Sho bal, Zib e on, Anah, 

30 Di shon, Ezer and Di shan. 
 These were the Ho rite  chiefs, 
ac cord ing to  their di vi sions, in 
the land of Seir.

The Rulers of Edom
36:31-43pp —  1Ch 1:43-54

31 These were the  kings who  reigned 
in Edom be fore any Is ra el ite king c 
reigned:
 32 Bela son of Beor be came king of 

Edom. His city was  named Din
ha bah.

 33 When Bela died, Jo bab son of Ze
rah from Boz rah d suc ceed ed 
him as king.

 34 When Jo bab died, Hu sham from 
the land of the Te man ites e suc
ceed ed him as king.

 35 When Hu sham died, Ha dad son 
of Be dad, who de feat ed Mid i an 
in the coun try of Moab, f suc
ceed ed him as king. His city 
was  named Avith.

 36 When Ha dad died, Sam lah from 
Mas re kah suc ceed ed him as 
king.

 37 When Sam lah died, Sha ul from 
Re ho both on the riv er suc ceed
ed him as king.

 38 When Sha ul died, BaalHa nan 
son of Ak bor suc ceed ed him as 
king.

 13 The sons of Reu el:
  Na hath, Ze rah, Sham mah and 

Miz zah.  These were grand sons 
of  Esau’s wife Bas e math.

 14 The sons of  Esau’s wife Ohol i
ba mah daugh ter of Anah and 
grand daugh ter of Zib e on, whom 
she bore to Esau:

  Je ush, Ja lam and Ko rah.
15 These were the  chiefs w  among 

 Esau’s de scen dants:
  The sons of El i phaz the first born 

of Esau:
  Chiefs Te man, x Omar, Ze pho, 

Ke naz, 16 Ko rah, a Ga tam and 
Am a lek.  These were the  chiefs 
de scend ed from El i phaz in 
Edom; they were grand sons of 
Adah. y

 17 The sons of  Esau’s son Reu el: z

  Chiefs Na hath, Ze rah, Sham
mah and Miz zah.  These were 
the  chiefs de scend ed from Reu
el in Edom; they were grand
sons of  Esau’s wife Bas e math.

 18 The sons of  Esau’s wife Ohol i ba
mah:

  Chiefs Je ush, Ja lam and Ko rah. 
 These were the  chiefs de scend
ed from  Esau’s wife Ohol i ba
mah daugh ter of Anah.

19 These were the sons of Esau (that 
is, Edom), a and  these were  their chiefs.

20 These were the sons of Seir the 
Ho rite, b who were liv ing in the re gion:
  Lo tan, Sho bal, Zib e on, Anah, 

21 Di shon, Ezer and Di shan. 
 These sons of Seir in Edom 
were Ho rite chiefs.

 22 The sons of Lo tan:
  Hori and Ho mam. b Tim na was 

Lo tan’s sis ter.
 23 The sons of Sho bal:
  Al van, Man a hath, Ebal, She

pho and Onam.
 24 The sons of Zib e on:
  Aiah and Anah. This is the 

Anah who dis cov ered the hot 
a 16 Masoretic Text; Samaritan Pentateuch (also verse 11 and 1 Chron. 1:36) does not have Korah.    b 22 Hebrew 
Hemam, a variant of Homam (see 1 Chron. 1:39)    c 24 Vulgate; Syriac discovered water; the meaning of the 
Hebrew for this word is uncertain.    d 26 Hebrew Dishan, a variant of Dishon    
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8 His broth ers said to him, “Do you 
in tend to  reign over us? Will you ac
tu al ly rule us?” s And they hat ed him 
all the more be cause of his  dream and 
what he had said.

9 Then he had an oth er  dream, and 
he told it to his broth ers. “Lis ten,” he 
said, “I had an oth er  dream, and this 
time the sun and moon and elev en 
 stars were bow ing down to me.”

10 When he told his fa ther as well as 
his broth ers, t his fa ther re buked him 
and said, “What is this  dream you 
had? Will your moth er and I and your 
broth ers ac tu al ly come and bow down 
to the  ground be fore you?” u 11 His 
broth ers were jeal ous of him, v but his 
fa ther kept the mat ter in mind. w

Joseph Sold by His Brothers
12 Now his broth ers had gone to 

 graze  their fa ther’s  f locks near She
chem, 13 and Is ra el said to Jo seph, “As 
you know, your broth ers are graz ing 
the  flocks near She chem. Come, I am 
go ing to send you to them.”

“Very well,” he re plied.
14 So he said to him, “Go and see if 

all is well with your broth ers and with 
the  flocks, and  bring word back to me.” 
Then he sent him off from the Val ley of 
He bron. x

When Jo seph ar rived at She chem, 
15 a man  found him wan der ing  around 
in the  fields and  asked him, “What are 
you look ing for?”

16 He re plied, “I’m look ing for my 
broth ers. Can you tell me  where they 
are graz ing  their flocks?”

17 “They have  moved on from here,” 
the man an swered. “I  heard them say, 
‘Let’s go to Do than. y’ ”

So Jo seph went af ter his broth ers 
and  found them near Do than. 18 But 
they saw him in the dis tance, and be
fore he  reached them, they plot ted to 
kill him. z

19 “Here  comes that dream er!” they 
said to each oth er. 20 “Come now,  let’s 

 39 When BaalHa nan son of Ak bor 
died, Ha dad a suc ceed ed him 
as king. His city was  named 
Pau, and his  wife’s name was 
Me het a bel daugh ter of Ma tred, 
the daugh ter of MeZa hab.

40 These were the  chiefs de scend ed 
from Esau, by name, ac cord ing to  their 
 clans and re gions:
  Tim na, Al vah, Je theth, 41 Ohol

i ba mah, Elah, Pi non, 42 Ke naz, 
Te man, Mib zar, 43 Mag di el and 
Iram.  These were the  chiefs of 
Edom, ac cord ing to  their set
tle ments in the land they oc cu
pied.

This is the family line of Esau, the 
fa ther of the Edom ites.

Joseph’s Dreams

37 Ja cob  lived in the land  where 
his fa ther had  stayed, g the land 

of Ca naan. h

2 This is the ac count of Ja cob’s fam
i ly line.

Jo seph, a  young man of sev en teen, 
was tend ing the  flocks i with his broth
ers, the sons of Bil hah j and the sons 
of Zil pah, k his fa ther’s  wives, and 
he  brought  their fa ther a bad re port l 
 about them.

3 Now Is ra el  loved Jo seph more than 
any of his oth er sons, m be cause he had 
been born to him in his old age; n and 
he made an or nate b robe o for him. 
4 When his broth ers saw that  their fa
ther  loved him more than any of them, 
they hat ed him p and  could not  speak a 
kind word to him.

5 Jo seph had a  dream, q and when he 
told it to his broth ers, they hat ed him 
all the more. 6 He said to them, “Lis ten 
to this  dream I had: 7 We were bind ing 
 sheaves of  grain out in the  field when 
sud den ly my  sheaf rose and  stood up
right,  while your  sheaves gath ered 
 around mine and  bowed down to it.” r

a 39 Many manuscripts of the Masoretic Text, Samaritan Pentateuch and Syriac (see also 1 Chron. 1:50); most 
manuscripts of the Masoretic Text Hadar    b 3 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain; also in 
verses 23 and 32.    



Genesis 38:11  | 5656 | Genesis 37:21 

37:20 a Jer 38:6, 9 
b Ge 50:20
37:21 c Ge 42:22
37:24 d Jer 41:7
37:25 e Ge 43:11 
f ver 28
37:26 g ver 20; 
Ge 4:10
37:27 h Ge 42:21
37:28 i Ge 25:2; 
Jdg 6:1-3 j Ge 45:4-
5; Ps 105:17; Ac 7:9
37:29 k ver 34; 
Ge 44:13; Job 1:20
37:30 l ver 22; 
Ge 42:13, 36
37:31 m ver 3, 23
37:33 n ver 20 

37:33 o Ge 44:20, 28
37:34 p ver 29 
q 2Sa 3:31 
r Ge 50:3, 10, 11
37:35 s Ge 42:38; 
44:22, 29, 31
37:36 t Ge 39:1
38:2 u 1Ch 2:3
38:3 v ver 6; 
Ge 46:12; Nu 26:19
38:7 w ver 10; 
Ge 46:12; 1Ch 2:3
38:8 x Dt 25:5-6; 
Mt 22:24-28
38:10 y Ge 46:12; 
Dt 25:7-10
38:11 z Ru 1:13

has de voured him. Jo seph has sure ly 
been torn to piec es.” o

34 Then Ja cob tore his  clothes, p put 
on sack cloth q and  mourned for his son 
many days. r 35 All his sons and daugh
ters came to com fort him, but he re
fused to be com fort ed. “No,” he said, “I 
will con tin ue to mourn un til I join my 
son in the  grave. s” So his fa ther wept 
for him.

36 Mean while, the Mid i an ites b sold 
Jo seph in  Egypt to Pot i phar, one of 
Phar aoh’s of fi cials, the cap tain of the 
guard. t

Judah and Tamar

38 At that time, Ju dah left his 
broth ers and went down to 

stay with a man of Adul lam  named 
Hi rah. 2 There Ju dah met the daugh
ter of a Ca naan ite man  named Shua. u 
He mar ried her and made love to her; 
3 she be came preg nant and gave  birth 
to a son, who was  named Er. v 4 She 
con ceived  again and gave  birth to a 
son and  named him Onan. 5 She gave 
 birth to  still an oth er son and  named 
him She lah. It was at Ke zib that she 
gave  birth to him.

6 Ju dah got a wife for Er, his first
born, and her name was Ta mar. 7 But 
Er, Ju dah’s first born, was wick ed in the 
Lord’s  sight; so the Lord put him to 
death. w

8 Then Ju dah said to Onan, “Sleep 
with your broth er’s wife and ful fill 
your duty to her as a broth erinlaw to 
 raise up off spring for your broth er.” x 
9 But Onan knew that the  child  would 
not be his; so when ev er he  slept with 
his broth er’s wife, he  spilled his se men 
on the  ground to keep from pro vid ing 
off spring for his broth er. 10 What he did 
was wick ed in the Lord’s  sight; so the 
Lord put him to  death also. y

11 Ju dah then said to his daugh ter
inlaw Ta mar, “Live as a wid ow in your 
fa ther’s house hold un til my son She lah 
 grows up.” z For he  thought, “He may 

kill him and  throw him into one of 
 these cis terns a and say that a fe ro cious 
an i mal de voured him. Then  we’ll see 
what  comes of his dreams.” b

21 When Reu ben  heard this, he  tried 
to res cue him from  their  hands. “Let’s 
not take his life,” he said. c 22 “Don’t 
shed any  blood.  Throw him into this 
cis tern here in the wil der ness, but 
 don’t lay a hand on him.” Reu ben said 
this to res cue him from them and take 
him back to his fa ther.

23 So when Jo seph came to his broth
ers, they  stripped him of his robe —  the 
or nate robe he was wear ing —   24 and 
they took him and  threw him into the 
cis tern. d The cis tern was emp ty;  there 
was no wa ter in it.

25 As they sat down to eat  their meal, 
they  looked up and saw a car a van 
of Ish ma el ites com ing from Gil e ad. 
 Their cam els were load ed with spic es, 
balm and  myrrh, e and they were on 
 their way to take them down to Egypt. f

26 Ju dah said to his broth ers, “What 
will we gain if we kill our broth er and 
cov er up his  blood? g 27 Come,  let’s sell 
him to the Ish ma el ites and not lay 
our  hands on him; af ter all, he is our 
broth er, h our own  flesh and  blood.” 
His broth ers agreed.

28 So when the Mid i an ite i mer chants 
came by, his broth ers  pulled Jo seph 
up out of the cis tern and sold him for 
twen ty shek els a of sil ver to the Ish ma
el ites, who took him to Egypt. j

29 When Reu ben re turned to the 
cis tern and saw that Jo seph was not 
 there, he tore his  clothes. k 30 He went 
back to his broth ers and said, “The boy 
 isn’t  there!  Where can I turn now?” l

31 Then they got Jo seph’s robe, m 
slaugh tered a goat and  dipped the 
robe in the  blood. 32 They took the 
or nate robe back to  their fa ther and 
said, “We  found this. Ex am ine it to see 
wheth er it is your  son’s robe.”

33 He rec og nized it and said, “It is 
my  son’s robe! Some fe ro cious an i mal n 
a 28 That is, about 8 ounces or about 230 grams    b 36 Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint, Vulgate and Syriac (see 
also verse 28); Masoretic Text Medanites    
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who  lived  there said, ‘There  hasn’t 
been any  shrine pros ti tute here.’ ”

23 Then Ju dah said, “Let her keep 
what she has, or we will be come a 
laugh ing stock. Af ter all, I did send her 
this  young goat, but you  didn’t find her.”

24 About  three  months lat er Ju dah 
was told, “Your daugh terinlaw Ta mar 
is  guilty of pros ti tu tion, and as a re sult 
she is now preg nant.”

Ju dah said, “Bring her out and have 
her  burned to death!” i

25 As she was be ing  brought out, she 
sent a mes sage to her fa therinlaw. “I 
am preg nant by the man who owns 
 these,” she said. And she add ed, “See 
if you rec og nize  whose seal and cord 
and  staff  these are.” j

26 Ju dah rec og nized them and said, 
“She is more righ teous than I, k  since I 
 wouldn’t give her to my son She lah. l” 
And he did not  sleep with her again.

27 When the time came for her to 
give  birth,  there were twin boys in her 
womb. m 28 As she was giv ing  birth, one 
of them put out his hand; so the mid
wife took a scar let  thread and tied it 
on his  wrist and said, “This one came 
out  first.” 29 But when he drew back 
his hand, his broth er came out, and 
she said, “So this is how you have bro
ken out!” And he was  named Pe rez. a n 
30 Then his broth er, who had the scar
let  thread on his  wrist, came out. And 
he was named Ze rah. b o

Joseph and Potiphar’s Wife

39 Now Jo seph had been tak en 
down to  Egypt. Pot i phar, an 

Egyp tian who was one of Phar aoh’s 
of fi cials, the cap tain of the  guard, p 
 bought him from the Ish ma el ites who 
had tak en him there. q

2 The Lord was with Jo seph r so 
that he pros pered, and he  lived in the 
 house of his Egyp tian mas ter. 3 When 
his mas ter saw that the Lord was with 
him s and that the Lord gave him suc
cess in ev ery thing he did, t 4 Jo seph 
 found fa vor in his eyes and be came his  

die too, just like his broth ers.” So Ta mar 
went to live in her fa ther’s house hold.

12 Af ter a long time Ju dah’s wife, the 
daugh ter of Shua, died. When Ju dah 
had re cov ered from his  grief, he went 
up to Tim nah, a to the men who were 
shear ing his  sheep, and his  friend Hi
rah the Adul lam ite went with him.

13 When Ta mar was told, “Your fa
therinlaw is on his way to Tim nah 
to  shear his  sheep,” 14 she took off her 
wid ow’s  clothes, cov ered her self with 
a veil to dis guise her self, and then sat 
down at the en trance to Ena im,  which 
is on the road to Tim nah. For she saw 
that,  though She lah b had now  grown 
up, she had not been giv en to him as 
his wife.

15 When Ju dah saw her, he  thought 
she was a pros ti tute, for she had cov
ered her face. 16 Not re al iz ing that she 
was his daugh terinlaw, c he went over 
to her by the road side and said, “Come 
now, let me  sleep with you.”

“And what will you give me to  sleep 
with you?” she asked.

17 “I’ll send you a  young goat d from 
my  flock,” he said.

“Will you give me some thing as a 
 pledge e un til you send it?” she asked.

18 He said, “What  pledge  should I 
give you?”

“Your seal f and its cord, and the 
 staff in your hand,” she an swered. So 
he gave them to her and  slept with 
her, and she be came preg nant by 
him. 19 Af ter she left, she took off her 
veil and put on her wid ow’s  clothes g 
again.

20 Mean while Ju dah sent the  young 
goat by his  friend the Adul lam ite 
in or der to get his  pledge back from 
the wom an, but he did not find her. 
21 He  asked the men who  lived  there, 
“Where is the  shrine pros ti tute h who 
was be side the road at Ena im?”

“There  hasn’t been any  shrine pros
ti tute here,” they said.

22 So he went back to Ju dah and said, 
“I  didn’t find her. Be sides, the men 

a 29 Perez means breaking out.    b 30 Zerah can mean scarlet or brightness.    
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 screamed for help, he left his  cloak be
side me and ran out of the house.”

19 When his mas ter  heard the sto ry 
his wife told him, say ing, “This is how 
your  slave treat ed me,” he  burned with 
an ger. e 20 Jo seph’s mas ter took him and 
put him in pris on, f the  place  where the 
 king’s pris on ers were con fined.

But  while Jo seph was  there in the 
pris on, 21 the Lord was with him; he 
 showed him kind ness and grant ed 
him fa vor in the eyes of the pris on 
war den. g 22 So the war den put Jo seph 
in  charge of all  those held in the pris
on, and he was made re spon si ble for 
all that was done  there. h 23 The war den 
paid no at ten tion to any thing un der 
Jo seph’s care, be cause the Lord was 
with Jo seph and gave him suc cess in 
what ev er he did. i

The Cupbearer and the Baker

40 Some time lat er, the cup bear
er j and the bak er of the king of 

 Egypt of fend ed  their mas ter, the king 
of  Egypt. 2 Phar aoh was an gry k with 
his two of fi cials, the  chief cup bear er 
and the  chief bak er, 3 and put them in 
cus to dy in the  house of the cap tain of 
the  guard, l in the same pris on  where 
Jo seph was con fined. 4 The cap tain of 
the  guard as signed them to Jo seph, m 
and he at tend ed them.

Af ter they had been in cus to dy for 
some time, 5 each of the two men —  the 
cup bear er and the bak er of the king 
of  Egypt, who were be ing held in pris
on —  had a  dream the same  night, and 
each  dream had a mean ing of its own. n

6 When Jo seph came to them the 
next morn ing, he saw that they were 
de ject ed. 7 So he  asked Phar aoh’s of fi
cials who were in cus to dy with him in 
his mas ter’s  house, “Why do you look 
so sad to day?” o

8 “We both had  dreams,” they an
swered, “but  there is no one to in ter
pret them.” p

Then Jo seph said to them, “Do not 
in ter pre ta tions be long to God? q Tell 
me your dreams.”

at ten dant. Pot i phar put him in  charge 
of his house hold, and he en trust ed to 
his care ev ery thing he  owned. u 5 From 
the time he put him in  charge of his 
house hold and of all that he  owned, 
the Lord  blessed the house hold of 
the Egyp tian be cause of Jo seph. v The 
bless ing of the Lord was on ev ery thing 
Pot i phar had, both in the  house and in 
the  field. 6 So Pot i phar left ev ery thing 
he had in Jo seph’s care; with Jo seph 
in  charge, he did not con cern him self 
with any thing ex cept the food he ate.

Now Jo seph was well built and 
hand some, w 7 and af ter a  while his 
mas ter’s wife took no tice of Jo seph and 
said, “Come to bed with me!” x

8 But he re fused. y “With me in 
 charge,” he told her, “my mas ter does 
not con cern him self with any thing in 
the  house; ev ery thing he owns he has 
en trust ed to my care. 9 No one is great er 
in this  house than I am. z My mas ter has 
with held noth ing from me ex cept you, 
be cause you are his wife. How then 
 could I do such a wick ed  thing and sin 
 against God?” a 10 And  though she  spoke 
to Jo seph day af ter day, he re fused to go 
to bed with her or even be with her.

11 One day he went into the  house to 
at tend to his du ties, and none of the 
house hold ser vants was in side. 12 She 
 caught him by his  cloak b and said, 
“Come to bed with me!” But he left his 
 cloak in her hand and ran out of the 
house.

13 When she saw that he had left his 
 cloak in her hand and had run out of 
the  house, 14 she  called her house hold 
ser vants. “Look,” she said to them, 
“this He brew has been  brought to us 
to make  sport of us! He came in here 
to  sleep with me, but I  screamed. c 
15 When he  heard me  scream for help, 
he left his  cloak be side me and ran out 
of the house.”

16 She kept his  cloak be side her un
til his mas ter came home. 17 Then she 
told him this sto ry: d “That He brew 
 slave you  brought us came to me to 
make  sport of me. 18 But as soon as I 
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Pharaoh’s Dreams

41 When two full  years had 
 passed, Phar aoh had a  dream: d 

He was stand ing by the Nile, 2 when 
out of the riv er  there came up sev en 
cows,  sleek and fat, e and they  grazed 
 among the  reeds. f 3 Af ter them, sev en 
oth er cows, ugly and  gaunt, came up 
out of the Nile and  stood be side  those 
on the riv er bank. 4 And the cows that 
were ugly and  gaunt ate up the sev en 
 sleek, fat cows. Then Phar aoh woke up.

5 He fell  asleep  again and had a 
sec ond  dream: Sev en  heads of  grain, 
 healthy and good, were grow ing on a 
sin gle  stalk. 6 Af ter them, sev en oth
er  heads of  grain sprout ed —  thin and 
 scorched by the east wind. 7 The thin 
 heads of  grain swal lowed up the sev
en  healthy, full  heads. Then Phar aoh 
woke up; it had been a dream.

8 In the morn ing his mind was trou
bled, g so he sent for all the ma gi cians h 
and wise men of  Egypt. Phar aoh told 
them his  dreams, but no one  could in
ter pret them for him.

9 Then the  chief cup bear er said to 
Phar aoh, “To day I am re mind ed of my 
short com ings. 10 Phar aoh was once 
an gry with his ser vants, i and he im
pris oned me and the  chief bak er in 
the  house of the cap tain of the  guard. j 
11 Each of us had a  dream the same 
 night, and each  dream had a mean
ing of its own. k 12 Now a  young He brew 
was  there with us, a ser vant of the 
cap tain of the  guard. We told him our 
 dreams, and he in ter pret ed them for 
us, giv ing each man the in ter pre ta tion 
of his  dream. l 13 And  things  turned out 
ex act ly as he in ter pret ed them to us: I 
was re stored to my po si tion, and the 
oth er man was im paled. m”

14 So Phar aoh sent for Jo seph, and 
he was quick ly  brought from the 
dun geon. n When he had  shaved and 
 changed his  clothes, he came be fore 
Phar aoh.

15 Phar aoh said to Jo seph, “I had a 
 dream, and no one can in ter pret it. 

9 So the  chief cup bear er told Jo
seph his  dream. He said to him, “In 
my  dream I saw a vine in  front of me, 
10 and on the vine were  three branch
es. As soon as it bud ded, it blos somed, 
and its clus ters rip ened into  grapes. 
11 Phar aoh’s cup was in my hand, and 
I took the  grapes,  squeezed them into 
Phar aoh’s cup and put the cup in his 
hand.”

12 “This is what it  means, r” Jo seph 
said to him. “The  three branch es are 
 three days. 13 With in  three days Phar
aoh will lift up your head and re store 
you to your po si tion, and you will put 
Phar aoh’s cup in his hand, just as you 
used to do when you were his cup bear
er. 14 But when all goes well with you, 
re mem ber me s and show me kind ness; t 
men tion me to Phar aoh and get me out 
of this pris on. 15 I was forc ibly car ried 
off from the land of the He brews, u and 
even here I have done noth ing to de
serve be ing put in a dun geon.”

16 When the  chief bak er saw that Jo
seph had giv en a fa vor able in ter pre
ta tion, he said to Jo seph, “I too had a 
 dream: On my head were  three bas
kets of  bread. a 17 In the top bas ket were 
all  kinds of  baked  goods for Phar aoh, 
but the  birds were eat ing them out of 
the bas ket on my head.”

18 “This is what it  means,” Jo seph 
said. “The  three bas kets are  three 
days. v 19 With in  three days Phar aoh 
will lift off your head w and im pale 
your body on a pole. And the  birds will 
eat away your flesh.”

20 Now the  third day was Phar aoh’s 
birth day, x and he gave a  feast for all his 
of fi cials. y He lift ed up the  heads of the 
 chief cup bear er and the  chief bak er in 
the pres ence of his of fi cials: 21 He re
stored the  chief cup bear er to his po si
tion, so that he once  again put the cup 
into Phar aoh’s hand z —   22 but he im
paled the  chief bak er, a just as Jo seph 
had said to them in his in ter pre ta tion. b

23 The  chief cup bear er, how ev er, did 
not re mem ber Jo seph; he for got him. c

a 16 Or three wicker baskets    
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be re mem bered, be cause the fam ine 
that fol lows it will be so se vere. 32 The 
rea son the  dream was giv en to Phar
aoh in two  forms is that the mat ter has 
been firm ly de cid ed x by God, and God 
will do it soon.

33 “And now let Phar aoh look for a 
dis cern ing and wise man y and put 
him in  charge of the land of  Egypt. 
34 Let Phar aoh ap point com mis sion ers 
over the land to take a  fifth z of the har
vest of  Egypt dur ing the sev en  years of 
abun dance. a 35 They  should col lect all 
the food of  these good  years that are 
com ing and  store up the  grain un der 
the au thor i ty of Phar aoh, to be kept in 
the cit ies for food. b 36 This food  should 
be held in re serve for the coun try, to 
be used dur ing the sev en  years of fam
ine that will come upon  Egypt, c so that 
the coun try may not be ru ined by the 
fam ine.”

37 The plan  seemed good to Phar aoh 
and to all his of fi cials. d 38 So Phar aoh 
 asked them, “Can we find any one like 
this man, one in whom is the spir it of 
God a ?” e

39 Then Phar aoh said to Jo seph, 
“Since God has made all this  known to 
you,  there is no one so dis cern ing and 
wise as you. 40 You  shall be in  charge 
of my pal ace, and all my peo ple are to 
sub mit to your or ders. f Only with re
spect to the  throne will I be great er 
than you.”

Joseph in Charge of Egypt
41 So Phar aoh said to Jo seph, “I here

by put you in  charge of the  whole land 
of  Egypt.” g 42 Then Phar aoh took his 
sig net ring h from his fin ger and put it 
on Jo seph’s fin ger. He  dressed him in 
 robes of fine lin en and put a gold  chain 
 around his neck. i 43 He had him ride in 
a char i ot as his sec ondincom mand, b 
and peo ple shout ed be fore him, “Make 
way c !” j Thus he put him in  charge of 
the  whole land of Egypt.

44 Then Phar aoh said to Jo seph, “I 
am Phar aoh, but with out your word no 

But I have  heard it said of you that 
when you hear a  dream you can in ter
pret it.” o

16 “I can not do it,” Jo seph re plied to 
Phar aoh, “but God will give Phar aoh 
the an swer he de sires.” p

17 Then Phar aoh said to Jo seph, 
“In my  dream I was stand ing on the 
bank of the Nile, 18 when out of the 
riv er  there came up sev en cows, fat 
and  sleek, and they  grazed  among the 
 reeds. 19 Af ter them, sev en oth er cows 
came up —  scraw ny and very ugly and 
lean. I had nev er seen such ugly cows 
in all the land of  Egypt. 20 The lean, 
ugly cows ate up the sev en fat cows 
that came up  first. 21 But even af ter 
they ate them, no one  could tell that 
they had done so; they  looked just as 
ugly as be fore. Then I woke up.

22 “In my  dream I saw sev en  heads 
of  grain, full and good, grow ing on a 
sin gle  stalk. 23 Af ter them, sev en oth er 
 heads sprout ed —  with ered and thin 
and  scorched by the east wind. 24 The 
thin  heads of  grain swal lowed up the 
sev en good  heads. I told this to the 
ma gi cians, but none of them  could ex
plain it to me. q”

25 Then Jo seph said to Phar aoh, “The 
 dreams of Phar aoh are one and the 
same. God has re vealed to Phar aoh 
what he is  about to do. r 26 The sev en 
good cows s are sev en  years, and the 
sev en good  heads of  grain are sev en 
 years; it is one and the same  dream. 
27 The sev en lean, ugly cows that came 
up af ter ward are sev en  years, and so 
are the sev en worth less  heads of  grain 
 scorched by the east wind: They are 
sev en  years of fam ine. t

28 “It is just as I said to Phar aoh: God 
has  shown Phar aoh what he is  about 
to do. 29 Sev en  years of  great abun
dance u are com ing through out the 
land of  Egypt, 30 but sev en  years of 
fam ine v will fol low them. Then all the 
abun dance in  Egypt will be for got ten, 
and the fam ine will rav age the land. w 
31 The abun dance in the land will not 

a 38 Or of the gods    b 43 Or in the chariot of his second-in-command ; or in his second chariot    c 43 Or Bow down    
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Joseph’s Brothers Go to Egypt

42 When Ja cob  learned that  there 
was  grain in  Egypt, x he said to 

his sons, “Why do you just keep look
ing at each oth er?” 2 He con tin ued, “I 
have  heard that  there is  grain in  Egypt. 
Go down  there and buy some for us, so 
that we may live and not die.” y

3 Then ten of Jo seph’s broth ers 
went down to buy  grain from  Egypt. 
4 But Ja cob did not send Ben ja min, 
Jo seph’s broth er, with the oth ers, be
cause he was  afraid that harm  might 
come to him. z 5 So Is ra el’s sons were 
 among  those who went to buy  grain, a 
for there was fam ine in the land of Ca
naan also. b

6 Now Jo seph was the gov er nor of the 
land, c the per son who sold  grain to all 
its peo ple. So when Jo seph’s broth ers 
ar rived, they  bowed down to him with 
 their fac es to the  ground. d 7 As soon 
as Jo seph saw his broth ers, he rec og
nized them, but he pre tend ed to be a 
strang er and  spoke harsh ly to them. e 
“Where do you come from?” he asked.

“From the land of Ca naan,” they re
plied, “to buy food.”

8 Al though Jo seph rec og nized his 
broth ers, they did not rec og nize him. f 
9 Then he re mem bered his  dreams g 
 about them and said to them, “You are 
 spies! You have come to see  where our 
land is un pro tect ed.”

10 “No, my lord,” they an swered. 
“Your ser vants have come to buy food. 
11 We are all the sons of one man. Your 
ser vants are hon est men, not spies.”

12 “No!” he said to them. “You have 
come to see  where our land is un pro
tect ed.”

13 But they re plied, “Your ser vants 
were  twelve broth ers, the sons of one 
man, who  lives in the land of Ca naan. 
The youn gest is now with our fa ther, 
and one is no more.” h

14 Jo seph said to them, “It is just as I 
told you: You are  spies! 15 And this is how 
you will be test ed: As sure ly as Phar aoh 

one will lift hand or foot in all  Egypt.” k 
45 Phar aoh gave Jo seph the name 
Zaph e nathPa ne ah and gave him As
e nath daugh ter of Po tiph era,  priest of 
On, a to be his wife. l And Jo seph went 
through out the land of Egypt.

46 Jo seph was thir ty  years old m when 
he en tered the ser vice n of Phar aoh 
king of  Egypt. And Jo seph went out 
from Phar aoh’s pres ence and trav eled 
through out  Egypt. 47 Dur ing the sev en 
 years of abun dance the land pro duced 
plen ti ful ly. 48 Jo seph col lect ed all the 
food pro duced in  those sev en  years of 
abun dance in  Egypt and  stored it in 
the cit ies. In each city he put the food 
 grown in the  fields sur round ing it. 
49 Jo seph  stored up huge quan ti ties of 
 grain, like the sand of the sea; it was so 
much that he  stopped keep ing rec ords 
be cause it was be yond mea sure.

50 Be fore the  years of fam ine came, 
two sons were born to Jo seph by As
e nath daugh ter of Po tiph era,  priest of 
On. o 51 Jo seph  named his first born p 
Ma nas seh b and said, “It is be cause 
God has made me for get all my trou ble 
and all my fa ther’s house hold.” 52 The 
sec ond son he  named Ephra im c q and 
said, “It is be cause God has made me 
fruit ful r in the land of my suf fer ing.”

53 The sev en  years of abun dance in 
 Egypt came to an end, 54 and the sev
en  years of fam ine be gan, s just as Jo
seph had said.  There was fam ine in all 
the oth er  lands, but in the  whole land 
of  Egypt  there was food. 55 When all 
 Egypt be gan to feel the fam ine, t the 
peo ple  cried to Phar aoh for food. Then 
Phar aoh told all the Egyp tians, “Go to 
Jo seph and do what he  tells you.” u

56 When the fam ine had  spread over 
the  whole coun try, Jo seph  opened all 
the store hous es and sold  grain to the 
Egyp tians, for the fam ine v was se vere 
through out  Egypt. 57 And all the  world 
came to  Egypt to buy  grain from Jo
seph, w be cause the fam ine was se vere 
ev ery where.
a 45 That is, Heliopolis; also in verse 50    b 51 Manasseh sounds like and may be derived from the Hebrew for 
forget.    c 52 Ephraim sounds like the Hebrew for twice fruitful.    
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Their  hearts sank and they  turned to 
each oth er trem bling and said, “What 
is this that God has done to us?” x

29 When they came to  their fa ther 
Ja cob in the land of Ca naan, they told 
him all that had hap pened to them. 
They said, 30 “The man who is lord 
over the land  spoke harsh ly to us y 
and treat ed us as  though we were spy
ing on the land. 31 But we said to him, 
‘We are hon est men; we are not  spies. z 
32 We were  twelve broth ers, sons of one 
fa ther. One is no more, and the youn
gest is now with our fa ther in Ca naan.’

33 “Then the man who is lord over 
the land said to us, ‘This is how I will 
know wheth er you are hon est men: 
 Leave one of your broth ers here with 
me, and take food for your starv ing 
house holds and go. a 34 But  bring your 
youn gest broth er to me so I will know 
that you are not  spies but hon est men. 
Then I will give your broth er back to 
you, and you can  trade a in the land. b’ ”

35 As they were emp ty ing  their 
 sacks,  there in each  man’s sack was his 
 pouch of sil ver! When they and  their 
fa ther saw the mon ey pouch es, they 
were fright ened. c 36 Their fa ther Ja
cob said to them, “You have de prived 
me of my chil dren. Jo seph is no more 
and Sim e on is no more, and now you 
want to take Ben ja min. d Ev ery thing is 
 against me!”

37 Then Reu ben said to his fa ther, 
“You may put both of my sons to  death 
if I do not  bring him back to you. En
trust him to my care, and I will  bring 
him back.”

38 But Ja cob said, “My son will not 
go down  there with you; his broth er 
is dead e and he is the only one left. If 
harm  comes to him f on the jour ney 
you are tak ing, you will  bring my gray 
head down to the  grave g in sor row. h”

The Second Journey to Egypt

43 Now the fam ine was  still se
vere in the land. i 2 So when 

they had eat en all the  grain they had 

 lives, i you will not  leave this  place un
less your youn gest broth er  comes here. 
16 Send one of your num ber to get your 
broth er; the rest of you will be kept in 
pris on, so that your  words may be test
ed to see if you are tell ing the  truth. j If 
you are not, then as sure ly as Phar aoh 
 lives, you are  spies!” 17 And he put them 
all in cus to dy k for  three days.

18 On the  third day, Jo seph said to 
them, “Do this and you will live, for I 
fear God: l 19 If you are hon est men, let 
one of your broth ers stay here in pris
on,  while the rest of you go and take 
 grain back for your starv ing house
holds. 20 But you must  bring your youn
gest broth er to me, m so that your  words 
may be ver i fied and that you may not 
die.” This they pro ceed ed to do.

21 They said to one an oth er, “Sure ly 
we are be ing pun ished be cause of our 
broth er. n We saw how dis tressed he 
was when he plead ed with us for his 
life, but we  would not lis ten;  that’s why 
this dis tress o has come on us.”

22 Reu ben re plied, “Didn’t I tell you 
not to sin  against the boy? p But you 
 wouldn’t lis ten! Now we must give an 
ac count ing q for his  blood.” r 23 They 
did not re al ize that Jo seph  could un
der stand them,  since he was us ing an 
in ter pret er.

24 He  turned away from them and 
be gan to weep, but then came back 
and  spoke to them  again. He had Sim
e on tak en from them and  bound be
fore  their eyes. s

25 Jo seph gave or ders to fill  their 
bags with  grain, t to put each  man’s sil
ver back in his sack, u and to give them 
pro vi sions for  their jour ney. v Af ter this 
was done for them, 26 they load ed  their 
 grain on  their don keys and left.

27 At the  place  where they  stopped 
for the  night one of them  opened 
his sack to get feed for his don key, 
and he saw his sil ver in the  mouth of 
his sack. w 28 “My sil ver has been re
turned,” he said to his broth ers. “Here 
it is in my sack.”

a 34 Or move about freely    
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back with you. u As for me, if I am be
reaved, I am be reaved.” v

15 So the men took the  gifts and dou
ble the  amount of sil ver, and Ben ja min 
also. They hur ried w down to  Egypt 
and pre sent ed them selves x to Jo seph. 
16 When Jo seph saw Ben ja min with 
them, he said to the stew ard of his 
 house, y “Take  these men to my  house, 
slaugh ter an an i mal and pre pare a 
meal; z they are to eat with me at noon.”

17 The man did as Jo seph told him 
and took the men to Jo seph’s  house. 
18 Now the men were fright ened a when 
they were tak en to his  house. They 
 thought, “We were  brought here be
cause of the sil ver that was put back 
into our  sacks the  first time. He  wants 
to at tack us and over pow er us and  seize 
us as  slaves and take our don keys.”

19 So they went up to Jo seph’s stew
ard and  spoke to him at the en trance 
to the  house. 20 “We beg your par don, 
our lord,” they said, “we came down 
here the  first time to buy food. b 21 But 
at the  place  where we  stopped for 
the  night we  opened our  sacks and 
each of us  found his sil ver —  the ex
act  weight —  in the  mouth of his sack. 
So we have  brought it back with us. c 
22 We have also  brought ad di tion al sil
ver with us to buy food. We  don’t know 
who put our sil ver in our sacks.”

23 “It’s all  right,” he said. “Don’t be 
 afraid. Your God, the God of your fa
ther, has giv en you trea sure in your 
 sacks; d I re ceived your sil ver.” Then he 
 brought Sim e on out to them. e

24 The stew ard took the men into 
Jo seph’s  house, f gave them wa ter to 
wash  their feet g and pro vid ed fod der 
for  their don keys. 25 They pre pared 
 their  gifts for Jo seph’s ar riv al at noon, 
be cause they had  heard that they were 
to eat there.

26 When Jo seph came home, they 
pre sent ed to him the  gifts h they 
had  brought into the  house, and 
they  bowed down be fore him to the 
 ground. i 27 He  asked them how they 

 brought from  Egypt,  their fa ther said 
to them, “Go back and buy us a lit tle 
more food.”

3 But Ju dah said to him, “The man 
 warned us sol emn ly, ‘You will not see 
my face  again un less your broth er is 
with you.’ j 4 If you will send our broth
er  along with us, we will go down and 
buy food for you. 5 But if you will not 
send him, we will not go down, be
cause the man said to us, ‘You will not 
see my face  again un less your broth er 
is with you. k’ ”

6 Is ra el  asked, “Why did you  bring 
this trou ble on me by tell ing the man 
you had an oth er broth er?”

7 They re plied, “The man ques tioned 
us close ly  about our selves and our 
fam i ly. ‘Is your fa ther  still liv ing?’ l he 
 asked us. ‘Do you have an oth er broth
er?’ m We sim ply an swered his ques
tions. How were we to know he  would 
say, ‘Bring your broth er down here’?”

8 Then Ju dah said to Is ra el his fa ther, 
“Send the boy  along with me and we 
will go at once, so that we and you and 
our chil dren may live and not die. n 9 I 
my self will guar an tee his safe ty; you 
can hold me per son al ly re spon si ble for 
him. If I do not  bring him back to you 
and set him here be fore you, I will bear 
the  blame be fore you all my life. o 10 As 
it is, if we had not de layed, we  could 
have gone and re turned twice.”

11 Then  their fa ther Is ra el said to 
them, “If it must be, then do this: Put 
some of the best prod ucts of the land 
in your bags and take them down to 
the man as a gift p —  a lit tle balm q and 
a lit tle hon ey, some spic es r and  myrrh, 
some pis ta chio nuts and al monds. 
12 Take dou ble the  amount of sil ver 
with you, for you must re turn the sil
ver that was put back into the  mouths 
of your  sacks. s Per haps it was a mis
take. 13 Take your broth er also and go 
back to the man at once. 14 And may 
God Al mighty a t  grant you mer cy be
fore the man so that he will let your 
oth er broth er and Ben ja min come 

a 14 Hebrew El-Shaddai    
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this the cup my mas ter  drinks from 
and also uses for div i na tion? v This is a 
wick ed  thing you have done.’ ”

6 When he  caught up with them, he 
re peat ed  these  words to them. 7 But 
they said to him, “Why does my lord 
say such  things? Far be it from your 
ser vants to do any thing like that! 8 We 
even  brought back to you from the 
land of Ca naan the sil ver we  found in
side the  mouths of our  sacks. w So why 
 would we  steal sil ver or gold from your 
mas ter’s  house? 9 If any of your ser vants 
is  found to have it, he will die; x and the 
rest of us will be come my  lord’s slaves.”

10 “Very well, then,” he said, “let it be 
as you say. Who ev er is  found to have it 
will be come my  slave; the rest of you 
will be free from blame.”

11 Each of them quick ly low ered 
his sack to the  ground and  opened 
it. 12 Then the stew ard pro ceed ed to 
 search, be gin ning with the old est and 
end ing with the youn gest. And the cup 
was  found in Ben ja min’s sack. y 13 At 
this, they tore  their  clothes. z Then they 
all load ed  their don keys and re turned 
to the city.

14 Jo seph was  still in the  house when 
Ju dah and his broth ers came in, and 
they  threw them selves to the  ground 
be fore him. a 15 Jo seph said to them, 
“What is this you have done?  Don’t 
you know that a man like me can find 
 things out by div i na tion? b”

16 “What can we say to my lord?” Ju
dah re plied. “What can we say? How 
can we  prove our in no cence? God has 
un cov ered your ser vants’  guilt. We are 
now my  lord’s  slaves c —  we our selves 
and the one who was  found to have 
the cup. d”

17 But Jo seph said, “Far be it from me 
to do such a  thing! Only the man who 
was  found to have the cup will be come 
my  slave. The rest of you, go back to 
your fa ther in peace.”

18 Then Ju dah went up to him and 
said: “Par don your ser vant, my lord, let 
me  speak a word to my lord. Do not be 
an gry e with your ser vant,  though you 

were, and then he said, “How is your 
aged fa ther you told me  about? Is he 
 still liv ing?” j

28 They re plied, “Your ser vant our 
fa ther is  still  alive and well.” And they 
 bowed down, pros trat ing them selves 
be fore him. k

29 As he  looked  about and saw his 
broth er Ben ja min, his own moth er’s 
son, he  asked, “Is this your youn gest 
broth er, the one you told me  about?” l 
And he said, “God be gra cious to you, m 
my son.” 30 Deep ly  moved n at the  sight 
of his broth er, Jo seph hur ried out and 
 looked for a  place to weep. He went 
into his pri vate room and wept o there.

31 Af ter he had  washed his face, he 
came out and, con trol ling him self, p 
said, “Serve the food.”

32 They  served him by him self, the 
broth ers by them selves, and the Egyp
tians who ate with him by them selves, 
be cause Egyp tians  could not eat with 
He brews, q for that is de test able to 
Egyp tians. r 33 The men had been seat
ed be fore him in the or der of  their ages, 
from the first born to the youn gest; and 
they  looked at each oth er in as ton ish
ment. 34 When por tions were  served to 
them from Jo seph’s ta ble, Ben ja min’s 
por tion was five  times as much as any
one  else’s. s So they feast ed and  drank 
free ly with him.

A Silver Cup in a Sack

44 Now Jo seph gave  these in
struc tions to the stew ard of 

his  house: “Fill the  men’s  sacks with 
as much food as they can car ry, and 
put each  man’s sil ver in the  mouth of 
his sack. t 2 Then put my cup, the sil
ver one, in the  mouth of the youn gest 
 one’s sack,  along with the sil ver for his 
 grain.” And he did as Jo seph said.

3 As morn ing  dawned, the men were 
sent on  their way with  their don keys. 
4 They had not gone far from the city 
when Jo seph said to his stew ard, “Go 
af ter  those men at once, and when you 
 catch up with them, say to them, ‘Why 
have you re paid good with evil? u 5 Isn’t 
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to my fa ther if the boy is not with me? 
No! Do not let me see the mis ery that 
 would come on my fa ther.” u

Joseph Makes Himself Known

45 Then Jo seph  could no lon ger 
con trol him self v be fore all his 

at ten dants, and he  cried out, “Have 
ev ery one  leave my pres ence!” So  there 
was no one with Jo seph when he made 
him self  known to his broth ers. 2 And 
he wept w so loud ly that the Egyp tians 
 heard him, and Phar aoh’s house hold 
 heard  about it. x

3 Jo seph said to his broth ers, “I am 
Jo seph! Is my fa ther  still liv ing?” y But 
his broth ers were not able to an swer 
him, z be cause they were ter ri fied at 
his pres ence.

4 Then Jo seph said to his broth ers, 
“Come  close to me.” When they had 
done so, he said, “I am your broth er 
Jo seph, the one you sold into  Egypt! a 
5 And now, do not be dis tressed b and 
do not be an gry with your selves for 
sell ing me here, c be cause it was to save 
 lives that God sent me  ahead of you. d 
6 For two  years now  there has been 
fam ine in the land, and for the next 
five  years  there will be no plow ing and 
reap ing. 7 But God sent me  ahead of 
you to pre serve for you a rem nant e on 
 earth and to save your  lives by a  great 
de liv er ance. a f

8 “So then, it was not you who sent 
me here, but God. He made me fa ther g 
to Phar aoh, lord of his en tire house
hold and rul er of all  Egypt. h 9 Now hur
ry back to my fa ther and say to him, 
‘This is what your son Jo seph says: 
God has made me lord of all  Egypt. 
Come down to me;  don’t de lay. i 10 You 
 shall live in the re gion of Go shen j and 
be near me —  you, your chil dren and 
grand chil dren, your  flocks and  herds, 
and all you have. 11 I will pro vide for 
you  there, k be cause five  years of fam
ine are  still to come. Oth er wise you 
and your house hold and all who be
long to you will be come des ti tute.’

are  equal to Phar aoh him self. 19 My 
lord  asked his ser vants, ‘Do you have 
a fa ther or a broth er?’ f 20 And we an
swered, ‘We have an aged fa ther, and 
 there is a  young son born to him in his 
old age. g His broth er is dead, h and he 
is the only one of his moth er’s sons left, 
and his fa ther  loves him.’ i

21 “Then you said to your ser vants, 
‘Bring him down to me so I can see 
him for my self.’ j 22 And we said to my 
lord, ‘The boy can not  leave his fa ther; 
if he  leaves him, his fa ther will die.’ k 
23 But you told your ser vants, ‘Un less 
your youn gest broth er  comes down 
with you, you will not see my face 
 again.’ l 24 When we went back to your 
ser vant my fa ther, we told him what 
my lord had said.

25 “Then our fa ther said, ‘Go back 
and buy a lit tle more food.’ m 26 But we 
said, ‘We can not go down. Only if our 
youn gest broth er is with us will we go. 
We can not see the  man’s face un less 
our youn gest broth er is with us.’

27 “Your ser vant my fa ther said to us, 
‘You know that my wife bore me two 
sons. n 28 One of them went away from 
me, and I said, “He has sure ly been 
torn to piec es.” o And I have not seen 
him  since. 29 If you take this one from 
me too and harm  comes to him, you 
will  bring my gray head down to the 
 grave in mis ery.’ p

30 “So now, if the boy is not with us 
when I go back to your ser vant my fa
ther, and if my fa ther,  whose life is 
close ly  bound up with the  boy’s life, q 
31 sees that the boy  isn’t  there, he will 
die. Your ser vants will  bring the gray 
head of our fa ther down to the  grave 
in sor row. 32 Your ser vant guar an teed 
the  boy’s safe ty to my fa ther. I said, ‘If 
I do not  bring him back to you, I will 
bear the  blame be fore you, my fa ther, 
all my life!’ r

33 “Now then,  please let your ser
vant re main here as my  lord’s  slave s in 
 place of the boy, t and let the boy re turn 
with his broth ers. 34 How can I go back 

a 7 Or save you as a great band of survivors    
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not be lieve them. v 27 But when they 
told him ev ery thing Jo seph had said 
to them, and when he saw the  carts w 
Jo seph had sent to car ry him back, 
the spir it of  their fa ther Ja cob re vived. 
28 And Is ra el said, “I’m con vinced! My 
son Jo seph is  still  alive. I will go and 
see him be fore I die.”

Jacob Goes to Egypt

46 So Is ra el set out with all that 
was his, and when he  reached 

Be er she ba, x he of fered sac ri fic es to the 
God of his fa ther Isaac. y

2 And God  spoke to Is ra el in a vi sion 
at  night z and said, “Ja cob! Ja cob!”

“Here I am,” a he re plied.
3 “I am God, the God of your fa ther,” b 

he said. “Do not be  afraid to go down 
to  Egypt, for I will make you into a 
 great na tion c  there. d 4 I will go down to 
 Egypt with you, and I will sure ly  bring 
you back  again. e And Jo seph’s own 
hand will  close your eyes. f”

5 Then Ja cob left Be er she ba, and 
Is ra el’s sons took  their fa ther Ja cob 
and  their chil dren and  their  wives in 
the  carts g that Phar aoh had sent to 
trans port him. 6 So Ja cob and all his 
off spring went to  Egypt, h tak ing with 
them  their live stock and the pos ses
sions they had ac quired in Ca naan. 
7 Ja cob  brought with him to  Egypt his 
sons and grand sons and his daugh
ters and grand daugh ters —  all his off
spring. i

8 These are the  names of the sons 
of Is ra el j (Ja cob and his de scen dants) 
who went to Egypt:

  Reu ben the first born of Ja cob.
 9 The sons of Reu ben: k

  Ha nok, Pal lu, Hez ron and  
Kar mi.

 10 The sons of Sim e on: l

  Je mu el, m Ja min, Ohad, Ja kin, 
Zo har and Sha ul the son of a 
Ca naan ite wom an.

 11 The sons of Levi: n

  Ger shon, Ko hath and Me ra ri.

12 “You can see for your selves, and 
so can my broth er Ben ja min, that it is 
real ly I who am speak ing to you. 13 Tell 
my fa ther  about all the hon or ac cord ed 
me in  Egypt and  about ev ery thing you 
have seen. And  bring my fa ther down 
here quick ly. l”

14 Then he  threw his arms  around 
his broth er Ben ja min and wept, and 
Ben ja min em braced him, weep ing. 
15 And he  kissed m all his broth ers and 
wept over them. Af ter ward his broth
ers  talked with him. n

16 When the news  reached Phar
aoh’s pal ace that Jo seph’s broth ers 
had come, o Phar aoh and all his of fi
cials were  pleased. 17 Phar aoh said to 
Jo seph, “Tell your broth ers, ‘Do this: 
Load your an i mals and re turn to the 
land of Ca naan, 18 and  bring your fa
ther and your fam i lies back to me. 
I will give you the best of the land of 
 Egypt p and you can en joy the fat of the 
land.’ q

19 “You are also di rect ed to tell them, 
‘Do this: Take some  carts r from  Egypt 
for your chil dren and your  wives, and 
get your fa ther and come. 20 Nev er 
mind  about your be long ings, be cause 
the best of all  Egypt will be yours.’ ”

21 So the sons of Is ra el did this. Jo
seph gave them  carts, as Phar aoh had 
com mand ed, and he also gave them 
pro vi sions for  their jour ney. s 22 To 
each of them he gave new cloth ing, 
but to Ben ja min he gave  three hun
dred shek els a of sil ver and five sets of 
 clothes. t 23 And this is what he sent to 
his fa ther: ten don keys load ed with the 
best  things of  Egypt, and ten fe male 
don keys load ed with  grain and  bread 
and oth er pro vi sions for his jour ney. 
24 Then he sent his broth ers away, and 
as they were leav ing he said to them, 
“Don’t quar rel on the way!” u

25 So they went up out of  Egypt and 
came to  their fa ther Ja cob in the land 
of Ca naan. 26 They told him, “Jo seph 
is  still  alive! In fact, he is rul er of all 
 Egypt.” Ja cob was  stunned; he did 

a 22 That is, about 7 1/2 pounds or about 3.5 kilograms    
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by Bil hah, c whom La ban had giv en to 
his daugh ter Ra chel d —  sev en in all.

26 All  those who went to  Egypt with 
Ja cob —   those who were his di rect 
de scen dants, not count ing his sons’ 
 wives —  num bered six tysix per sons. e 
27 With the two sons f who had been 
born to Jo seph in  Egypt, the mem bers 
of Ja cob’s fam i ly,  which went to  Egypt, 
were sev en ty g in all. f

28 Now Ja cob sent Ju dah  ahead of 
him to Jo seph to get di rec tions to Go
shen. g When they ar rived in the re gion 
of Go shen, 29 Jo seph had his char i ot 
made  ready and went to Go shen to 
meet his fa ther Is ra el. As soon as Jo
seph ap peared be fore him, he  threw 
his arms  around his fa ther h and wept 
for a long time. h

30 Is ra el said to Jo seph, “Now I am 
 ready to die,  since I have seen for my
self that you are  still alive.”

31 Then Jo seph said to his broth ers 
and to his fa ther’s house hold, “I will 
go up and  speak to Phar aoh and will 
say to him, ‘My broth ers and my fa
ther’s house hold, who were liv ing in 
the land of Ca naan, have come to me. i 
32 The men are shep herds; they tend 
live stock, and they have  brought  along 
 their  flocks and  herds and ev ery thing 
they own.’ 33 When Phar aoh  calls you 
in and asks, ‘What is your oc cu pa tion?’ j 
34 you  should an swer, ‘Your ser vants 
have tend ed live stock from our boy
hood on, just as our fa thers did.’ Then 
you will be al lowed to set tle in the re
gion of Go shen, k for all shep herds are 
de test able to the Egyp tians. l”

47 Jo seph went and told Phar aoh, 
“My fa ther and broth ers, with 

 their  flocks and  herds and ev ery thing 
they own, have come from the land of 
Ca naan and are now in Go shen.” m 2 He 
 chose five of his broth ers and pre sent
ed them be fore Phar aoh.

 12 The sons of Ju dah: o

  Er, Onan, She lah, Pe rez and Ze
rah (but Er and Onan had died 
in the land of Ca naan).

  The sons of Pe rez: p

    Hez ron and Ha mul.
 13 The sons of Is sa char: q

  Tola, Puah, a r Ja shub b and 
Shim ron.

 14 The sons of Zeb u lun: s

  Se red, Elon and Jah le el.
15 These were the sons Leah bore 

to Ja cob in Pad dan Aram, c be sides 
his daugh ter Di nah.  These sons and 
daugh ters of his were thir ty three in 
all.

 16 The sons of Gad: t

  Ze phon, d u Hag gi, Shu ni,  
Ez bon, Eri, Ar o di and Are li.

 17 The sons of Ash er: v

  Im nah, Ish vah, Ish vi and  
Be ri ah.

  Their sis ter was Se rah.
  The sons of Be ri ah:
    He ber and Mal ki el.

18 These were the chil dren born to 
Ja cob by Zil pah, w whom La ban had 
giv en to his daugh ter Leah x —  six teen 
in all.

 19 The sons of Ja cob’s wife Ra chel:
  Jo seph and Ben ja min. y 20 In 

 Egypt, Ma nas seh z and Ephra
im a were born to Jo seph by As
e nath daugh ter of Po tiph era, 
 priest of On. e

 21 The sons of Ben ja min: b

  Bela, Be ker, Ash bel, Gera, Na a
man, Ehi, Rosh, Mup pim, Hup
pim and Ard.

22 These were the sons of Ra chel who 
were born to Ja cob —  four teen in all.

 23 The son of Dan:
  Hu shim.
 24 The sons of Naph ta li:
  Jah zi el, Guni, Je zer and Shil lem.

25 These were the sons born to Ja cob 
a 13 Samaritan Pentateuch and Syriac (see also 1 Chron. 7:1); Masoretic Text Puvah    b 13 Samaritan Pentateuch 
and some Septuagint manuscripts (see also Num. 26:24 and 1 Chron. 7:1); Masoretic Text Iob    c 15 That is, 
Northwest Mesopotamia    d 16 Samaritan Pentateuch and Septuagint (see also Num. 26:15); Masoretic Text 
Ziphion    e 20 That is, Heliopolis    f 27 Hebrew; Septuagint the nine children    g 27 Hebrew (see also Exodus 
1:5 and note); Septuagint (see also Acts 7:14) seventy-five    h 29 Hebrew around him    
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15 When the mon ey of the peo ple of 
 Egypt and Ca naan was gone, all  Egypt 
came to Jo seph and said, “Give us food. 
Why  should we die be fore your eyes? c 
Our mon ey is all gone.”

16 “Then  bring your live stock,” said 
Jo seph. “I will sell you food in ex
change for your live stock,  since your 
mon ey is gone.” 17 So they  brought 
 their live stock to Jo seph, and he gave 
them food in ex change for  their hors
es, d  their  sheep and  goats,  their cat tle 
and don keys. And he  brought them 
 through that year with food in ex
change for all  their live stock.

18 When that year was over, they 
came to him the fol low ing year and 
said, “We can not hide from our lord 
the fact that  since our mon ey is gone 
and our live stock be longs to you,  there 
is noth ing left for our lord ex cept our 
bod ies and our land. 19 Why  should we 
per ish be fore your eyes —  we and our 
land as well? Buy us and our land in 
ex change for food, and we with our 
land will be in bond age to Phar aoh. 
Give us seed so that we may live and 
not die, and that the land may not be
come des o late.”

20 So Jo seph  bought all the land in 
 Egypt for Phar aoh. The Egyp tians, 
one and all, sold  their  fields, be cause 
the fam ine was too se vere for them. 
The land be came Phar aoh’s, 21 and Jo
seph re duced the peo ple to ser vi tude, c 
from one end of  Egypt to the oth er. 
22 How ev er, he did not buy the land of 
the  priests, be cause they re ceived a 
reg u lar al lot ment from Phar aoh and 
had food  enough from the al lot ment e 
Phar aoh gave them. That is why they 
did not sell  their land.

23 Jo seph said to the peo ple, “Now 
that I have  bought you and your land 
to day for Phar aoh, here is seed for you 
so you can  plant the  ground. 24 But 
when the crop  comes in, give a  fifth f 
of it to Phar aoh. The oth er four fifths 
you may keep as seed for the  fields and 

3 Phar aoh  asked the broth ers, “What 
is your oc cu pa tion?” n

“Your ser vants are shep herds,” they 
re plied to Phar aoh, “just as our fa thers 
were.” 4 They also said to him, “We 
have come to live here for a  while, o be
cause the fam ine is se vere in Ca naan p 
and your ser vants’  flocks have no pas
ture. So now,  please let your ser vants 
set tle in Go shen.” q

5 Phar aoh said to Jo seph, “Your fa
ther and your broth ers have come to 
you, 6 and the land of  Egypt is be fore 
you; set tle your fa ther and your broth
ers in the best part of the land. r Let 
them live in Go shen. And if you know 
of any  among them with spe cial abil
i ty, s put them in  charge of my own  
live stock.”

7 Then Jo seph  brought his fa ther 
Ja cob in and pre sent ed him be fore 
Phar aoh. Af ter Ja cob  blessed a Phar
aoh, t 8 Phar aoh  asked him, “How old 
are you?”

9 And Ja cob said to Phar aoh, “The 
 years of my pil grim age are a hun dred 
and thir ty. u My  years have been few 
and dif fi cult, v and they do not  equal 
the  years of the pil grim age of my fa
thers. w” 10 Then Ja cob  blessed b Phar
aoh x and went out from his pres ence.

11 So Jo seph set tled his fa ther and 
his broth ers in  Egypt and gave them 
prop er ty in the best part of the land, 
the dis trict of Ram e ses, y as Phar aoh 
di rect ed. 12 Jo seph also pro vid ed his 
fa ther and his broth ers and all his fa
ther’s house hold with food, ac cord ing 
to the num ber of  their chil dren. z

Joseph and the Famine
13 There was no food, how ev er, in the 

 whole re gion be cause the fam ine was 
se vere; both  Egypt and Ca naan wast ed 
away be cause of the fam ine. a 14 Jo seph 
col lect ed all the mon ey that was to be 
 found in  Egypt and Ca naan in pay
ment for the  grain they were buy ing, 
and he  brought it to Phar aoh’s pal ace. b 
a 7 Or greeted    b 10 Or said farewell to    c 21 Samaritan Pentateuch and Septuagint (see also Vulgate); Masoretic 
Text and he moved the people into the cities    
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land as an ever last ing pos ses sion to 
your de scen dants af ter you.’

5 “Now then, your two sons born 
to you in  Egypt v be fore I came to you 
here will be reck oned as mine; Ephra
im and Ma nas seh will be mine, w just 
as Reu ben and Sim e on are mine. 6 Any 
chil dren born to you af ter them will be 
 yours; in the ter ri to ry they in her it they 
will be reck oned un der the  names of 
 their broth ers. 7 As I was re turn ing from 
Pad dan, c to my sor row Ra chel died in 
the land of Ca naan  while we were  still 
on the way, a lit tle dis tance from Eph
rath. So I bur ied her  there be side the 
road to Eph rath” (that is, Beth le hem). x

8 When Is ra el saw the sons of Jo seph, 
he  asked, “Who are these?”

9 “They are the sons God has giv en 
me here,” y Jo seph said to his fa ther.

Then Is ra el said, “Bring them to me 
so I may  bless z them.”

10 Now Is ra el’s eyes were fail ing be
cause of old age, and he  could hard ly 
see. a So Jo seph  brought his sons  close 
to him, and his fa ther  kissed them b 
and em braced them.

11 Is ra el said to Jo seph, “I nev er ex
pect ed to see your face  again, and now 
God has al lowed me to see your chil
dren too.” c

12 Then Jo seph re moved them from 
Is ra el’s  knees and  bowed down with 
his face to the  ground. 13 And Jo seph 
took both of them, Ephra im on his 
 right to ward Is ra el’s left hand and Ma
nas seh on his left to ward Is ra el’s  right 
hand, d and  brought them  close to him. 
14 But Is ra el  reached out his  right hand 
and put it on Ephra im’s head,  though 
he was the youn ger, and cross ing his 
arms, he put his left hand on Ma nas
seh’s head, even  though Ma nas seh 
was the first born. e

15 Then he  blessed f Jo seph and said,

  “May the God before whom  
my fathers

  Abraham and Isaac walked 
faithfully,

as food for your selves and your house
holds and your chil dren.”

25 “You have  saved our  lives,” they 
said. “May we find fa vor in the eyes 
of our lord; g we will be in bond age to 
Phar aoh.”

26 So Jo seph es tab lished it as a law 
con cern ing land in  Egypt —   still in 
 force to day —  that a  fifth of the pro
duce be longs to Phar aoh. It was only 
the land of the  priests that did not be
come Phar aoh’s. h

27 Now the Is ra el ites set tled in  Egypt 
in the re gion of Go shen. They ac quired 
prop er ty  there and were fruit ful and 
in creased great ly in num ber. i

28 Ja cob  lived in  Egypt j sev en teen 
 years, and the  years of his life were 
a hun dred and for tysev en. 29 When 
the time drew near for Is ra el to die, k 
he  called for his son Jo seph and said 
to him, “If I have  found fa vor in your 
eyes, put your hand un der my  thigh l 
and prom ise that you will show me 
kind ness and faith ful ness. m Do not 
bury me in  Egypt, 30 but when I rest 
with my fa thers, car ry me out of  Egypt 
and bury me  where they are bur ied.” n

“I will do as you say,” he said.
31 “Swear to me,” o he said. Then Jo

seph  swore to him, p and Is ra el wor
shiped as he  leaned on the top of his 
staff. a q

Manasseh and Ephraim

48 Some time lat er Jo seph was 
told, “Your fa ther is ill.” So 

he took his two sons Ma nas seh and 
Ephra im r  along with him. 2 When 
Ja cob was told, “Your son Jo seph 
has come to you,” Is ra el ral lied his 
 strength and sat up on the bed.

3 Ja cob said to Jo seph, “God Al
mighty b ap peared to me at Luz s in the 
land of Ca naan, and  there he  blessed 
me t 4 and said to me, ‘I am go ing to 
make you fruit ful and in crease your 
num bers. u I will make you a com mu
ni ty of peo ples, and I will give this 

a 31 Or Israel bowed down at the head of his bed    b 3 Hebrew El-Shaddai    c 7 That is, Northwest Mesopotamia    
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 2 “Assemble and listen, sons of Jacob;
  listen to your father Israel. t

 3 “Reuben, you are my firstborn, u

  my might, the first sign of my 
strength, v

  excelling in honor, excelling in 
power.

 4 Turbulent as the waters, w you will 
no longer excel,

  for you went up onto your father’s 
bed,

  onto my couch and defiled it. x

 5 “Simeon and Levi are brothers —  
  their swords d are weapons of 

violence. y

 6 Let me not enter their council,
  let me not join their assembly, z

  for they have killed men in their 
anger a

  and hamstrung oxen as they 
pleased.

 7 Cursed be their anger, so fierce,
  and their fury, so cruel!
  I will scatter them in Jacob
  and disperse them in Israel. b

 8 “Judah, e your brothers will praise 
you;

  your hand will be on the neck of 
your enemies;

  your father’s sons will bow down 
to you. c

 9 You are a lion’s d cub, Judah; e

  you return from the prey, my son.
  Like a lion he crouches and lies 

down,
  like a lioness —  who dares to 

rouse him?
 10 The scepter will not depart from 

Judah, f

  nor the ruler’s staff from between 
his feet, f

  until he to whom it belongs g shall 
come

  and the obedience of the nations 
shall be his. g

 11 He will tether his donkey to a vine,
  his colt to the choicest branch;

  the God who has been my 
shepherd g

  all my life to this day,
 16 the Angel who has delivered me 

from all harm
   —  may he bless these boys. h

  May they be called by my name
  and the names of my fathers 

Abraham and Isaac, i

  and may they increase greatly
  on the earth.”

17 When Jo seph saw his fa ther plac
ing his  right hand on Ephra im’s head j 
he was dis pleased; so he took hold 
of his fa ther’s hand to move it from 
Ephra im’s head to Ma nas seh’s head. 
18 Jo seph said to him, “No, my fa ther, 
this one is the first born; put your  right 
hand on his head.”

19 But his fa ther re fused and said, 
“I know, my son, I know. He too will 
be come a peo ple, and he too will be
come  great. k Nev er the less, his youn
ger broth er will be great er than he, l 
and his de scen dants will be come a 
 group of na tions.” 20 He  blessed them 
that day and said,

  “In your a name will Israel 
pronounce this blessing:

  ‘May God make you like 
Ephraim m and Manasseh. n’ ”

So he put Ephra im  ahead of Ma nas seh.
21 Then Is ra el said to Jo seph, “I am 

 about to die, but God will be with 
you b o and take you b back to the land 
of your b fa thers. p 22 And to you I give 
one more  ridge of land c q than to your 
broth ers, r the  ridge I took from the 
Am o rites with my  sword and my bow.”

Jacob Blesses His Sons
49:1-28Ref —  Dt 33:1-29

49 Then Ja cob  called for his sons 
and said: “Gath er  around so I 

can tell you what will hap pen to you in 
days to come. s

a 20 The Hebrew is singular.    b 21 The Hebrew is plural.    c 22 The Hebrew for ridge of land is identical with the 
place name Shechem.    d 5 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain.    e 8 Judah sounds like and 
may be derived from the Hebrew for praise.    f 10 Or from his descendants    g 10 Or to whom tribute belongs; the 
meaning of the Hebrew for this phrase is uncertain.    
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 24 But his bow remained steady,
  his strong arms r stayed h limber,
  because of the hand of the Mighty 

One of Jacob, s

  because of the Shepherd, the 
Rock of Israel, t

 25 because of your father’s God, u who 
helps you,

  because of the Almighty, i who 
blesses you

  with blessings of the skies above,
  blessings of the deep springs 

below, v

  blessings of the breast and 
womb.

 26 Your father’s blessings are greater
  than the blessings of the ancient 

mountains,
  than j the bounty of the ageold 

hills.
  Let all these rest on the head of 

Joseph,
  on the brow of the prince among k 

his brothers. w

 27 “Benjamin x is a ravenous wolf;
  in the morning he devours  

the prey,
  in the evening he divides the 

plunder.”
28 All  these are the  twelve  tribes of 

Is ra el, and this is what  their fa ther said 
to them when he  blessed them, giv ing 
each the bless ing ap pro pri ate to him.

The Death of Jacob
29 Then he gave them  these in struc

tions: y “I am  about to be gath ered to 
my peo ple. z Bury me with my fa thers a 
in the cave in the  field of  Ephron the 
Hit tite, 30 the cave in the  field of Mach
pe lah, b near Mam re in Ca naan,  which 
Abra ham  bought  along with the  field c 
as a buri al  place from  Ephron the Hit
tite. 31 There Abra ham d and his wife 
Sar ah e were bur ied,  there  Isaac and his 
wife Re bek ah f were bur ied, and  there I 

  he will wash his garments in wine,
  his robes in the blood of grapes.
 12 His eyes will be darker than wine,
  his teeth whiter than milk. a

 13 “Zebulun h will live by the seashore
  and become a haven for ships;
  his border will extend toward 

Sidon.

 14 “Issachar i is a rawboned b donkey
  lying down among the sheep 

pens. c

 15 When he sees how good is his 
resting place

  and how pleasant is his land,
  he will bend his shoulder to the 

burden
  and submit to forced labor.

 16 “Dan d j will provide justice for his 
people

  as one of the tribes of Israel.
 17 Dan k will be a snake by the 

roadside,
  a viper along the path,
  that bites the horse’s heels
  so that its rider tumbles 

backward.

 18 “I look for your deliverance, Lord. l

 19 “Gad e m will be attacked by a band 
of raiders,

  but he will attack them at their 
heels.

 20 “Asher’s n food will be rich;
  he will provide delicacies fit for  

a king.

 21 “Naphtali o is a doe set free
  that bears beautiful fawns. f

 22 “Joseph p is a fruitful vine,
  a fruitful vine near a spring,
  whose branches climb over  

a wall. g

 23 With bitterness archers attacked 
him;

  they shot at him with hostility. q

a 12 Or will be dull from wine, / his teeth white from milk    b 14 Or strong    c 14 Or the campfires; or the saddlebags    
d 16 Dan here means he provides justice.    e 19 Gad sounds like the Hebrew for attack and also for band of raiders.    
f 21 Or free; / he utters beautiful words    g 22 Or Joseph is a wild colt, / a wild colt near a spring, / a wild donkey on 
a terraced hill    h 23,24 Or archers will attack . . . will shoot . . . will remain . . . will stay    i 25 Hebrew Shaddai    
j 26 Or of my progenitors, / as great as    k 26 Or of the one separated from    
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12 So Ja cob’s sons did as he had com
mand ed them: 13 They car ried him to 
the land of Ca naan and bur ied him 
in the cave in the  field of Mach pe lah, 
near Mam re,  which Abra ham had 
 bought  along with the  field p as a buri al 
 place from  Ephron the Hit tite. 14 Af ter 
bury ing his fa ther, Jo seph re turned to 
 Egypt, to geth er with his broth ers and 
all the oth ers who had gone with him 
to bury his fa ther.

Joseph Reassures His Brothers
15 When Jo seph’s broth ers saw that 

 their fa ther was dead, they said, “What 
if Jo seph  holds a  grudge  against us and 
pays us back for all the  wrongs we did 
to him?” q 16 So they sent word to Jo
seph, say ing, “Your fa ther left  these 
in struc tions be fore he died: 17 ‘This is 
what you are to say to Jo seph: I ask you 
to for give your broth ers the sins and 
the  wrongs they com mit ted in treat ing 
you so bad ly.’ Now  please for give the 
sins of the ser vants of the God of your 
fa ther.” When  their mes sage came to 
him, Jo seph wept.

18 His broth ers then came and  threw 
them selves down be fore him. r “We are 
your  slaves,” s they said.

19 But Jo seph said to them, “Don’t 
be  afraid. Am I in the  place of God? t 
20 You in tend ed to harm me, u but God 
in tend ed v it for good w to ac com plish 
what is now be ing done, the sav ing of 
many  lives. x 21 So then,  don’t be  afraid. 
I will pro vide for you and your chil
dren. y” And he re as sured them and 
 spoke kind ly to them.

The Death of Joseph
22 Jo seph  stayed in  Egypt,  along 

with all his fa ther’s fam i ly. He  lived a 
hun dred and ten  years z 23 and saw the 
 third gen er a tion a of Ephra im’s chil
dren. Also the chil dren of Ma kir b son 
of Ma nas seh were  placed at  birth on 
Jo seph’s knees. d

24 Then Jo seph said to his broth ers, 

bur ied Leah. 32 The  field and the cave 
in it were  bought from the Hit tites. a ”

33 When Ja cob had fin ished giv ing 
in struc tions to his sons, he drew his 
feet up into the bed,  breathed his last 
and was gath ered to his peo ple. g

50 Jo seph  threw him self on his 
fa ther and wept over him and 

 kissed him. h 2 Then Jo seph di rect ed 
the phy si cians in his ser vice to em
balm his fa ther Is ra el. So the phy si
cians em balmed him, i 3 tak ing a full 
for ty days, for that was the time re
quired for em balm ing. And the Egyp
tians  mourned for him sev en ty days. j

4 When the days of mourn ing had 
 passed, Jo seph said to Phar aoh’s  court, 
“If I have  found fa vor in your eyes, 
 speak to Phar aoh for me. Tell him, 
5 ‘My fa ther made me  swear an oath k 
and said, “I am  about to die; bury me in 
the tomb I dug for my self   l in the land of 
Ca naan.” m Now let me go up and bury 
my fa ther; then I will re turn.’ ”

6 Phar aoh said, “Go up and bury 
your fa ther, as he made you  swear 
to do.”

7 So Jo seph went up to bury his fa
ther. All Phar aoh’s of fi cials ac com pa
nied him —  the dig ni tar ies of his  court 
and all the dig ni tar ies of  Egypt —   
8 be sides all the mem bers of Jo seph’s 
house hold and his broth ers and  those 
be long ing to his fa ther’s house hold. 
Only  their chil dren and  their  f locks 
and  herds were left in Go shen. 9 Char
i ots and horse men b also went up with 
him. It was a very  large com pa ny.

10 When they  reached the thresh ing 
 floor of Atad, near the Jor dan, they la
ment ed loud ly and bit ter ly; n and  there 
Jo seph ob served a sev enday pe ri od o 
of mourn ing for his fa ther. 11 When 
the Ca naan ites who  lived  there saw 
the mourn ing at the thresh ing  f loor 
of Atad, they said, “The Egyp tians are 
hold ing a sol emn cer e mo ny of mourn
ing.” That is why that  place near the 
Jor dan is  called Abel Miz ra im. c

a 32 Or the descendants of Heth    b 9 Or charioteers    c 11 Abel Mizraim means mourning of the Egyptians.    
d 23 That is, were counted as his   
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to your aid, and then you must car ry my 
 bones up from this place.” g

26 So Jo seph died at the age of a 
hun dred and ten. And af ter they em
balmed him, h he was  placed in a cof fin 
in Egypt.

“I am  about to die. c But God will sure ly 
come to your aid d and take you up out 
of this land to the land e he prom ised 
on oath to Abra ham,  Isaac and Ja cob.” f 
25 And Jo seph made the Is ra el ites  swear 
an oath and said, “God will sure ly come 



■  ■  ■

Introduction to

MATTHEW

T
he early church fathers identify Matthew, one of the twelve apostles, as the author 
of this book. In Scripture he is identi� ed in Matthew 9:9–13, 10:3 and Acts 1:13. 
It is possible that Matthew originally wrote in Aramaic for the Jewish people and 
later provided a Greek edition, which became widely known and gained extensive 

circulation.
Although the Gospel of Matthew has much in common with Mark and Luke, certain 

distinctive characteristics emerge that are unique to his account. Ful� lled prophecy is a 
recurring theme: 1:23; 2:6,15,18,23; 3:3; 4:15,16; 8:17; 12:18–21; 13:35; 21:5; 26:56. 
By showing how Jesus ful� lled the Old Testament Scriptures, Matthew con� rms for his 
Jewish- Christian readers that Jesus is their Messiah.

� e Judaic background is also re� ected in Matthew’s use of the phrase “kingdom of 
heaven,” which occurs 33 times. He particularly emphasizes the ethical and spiritual prin-
ciples of the Messianic kingdom, indicating that the kingdom has a present existence as 
well as a future manifestation. At the same time there is a marked concern for the Gentiles.

Special emphasis is given to the teaching ministry of Jesus, which is particularly appar-
ent in � ve great discourses: 5:3—7:27; 10:5–42; 13:3–52; 18:3–35; 24:4—25:46.

Since Matthew was writing to a predominately Jewish audience, the manner in which 
he formulates a proper Christology re� ects his interpretation of the term Messiah, which 
means “anointed one.” Jesus teaches his followers about God and his kingdom. His teach-
ings focus on ethics, as seen in the Sermon on the Mount, and spirituality, as seen in the 
Lord’s Prayer. Matthew’s Gospel concludes with Jesus commissioning his disciples for 
mission. And the baptismal formula mentioned in the Great Commission (28:16–20) is 
the � rst explicit reference, in one passage, to all three persons of the Trinity in the New 
Testament (v. 19).

� e key theological themes in Matthew that we can apply to our work are exile and 
common grace. Scripture tells us that God pours out his grace on all creation, even on 
those who do not recognize him as Creator and Redeemer, because he loves them. We, 
therefore, can engage the world in con� dence, even when we feel outnumbered by those 
who oppose our worldview, knowing that God is working in it and even thorough those 
who do not believe to establish his purposes and build his kingdom. ■
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 9 Uz zi ah the fa ther of Jo tham,
  Jo tham the fa ther of Ahaz,
  Ahaz the fa ther of Hez e ki ah,
 10 Hez e ki ah the fa ther of Ma nas

seh, i

  Ma nas seh the fa ther of Amon,
  Amon the fa ther of Jo si ah,
 11 and Jo si ah the fa ther of Jec o

ni ah c and his broth ers at the 
time of the ex ile to Bab ylon. j

 12 Af ter the ex ile to Bab ylon:
  Jec o ni ah was the fa ther of She

al ti el, k

  She al ti el the fa ther of Ze rub ba
bel, l

 13 Ze rub ba bel the fa ther of Abi
hud,

  Abi hud the fa ther of Eli a kim,
  Eli a kim the fa ther of Azor,
 14 Azor the fa ther of Za dok,
  Za dok the fa ther of Akim,
  Akim the fa ther of Eli hud,
 15 Eli hud the fa ther of El e a zar,
  El e a zar the fa ther of Mat than,
  Mat than the fa ther of Ja cob,
 16 and Ja cob the fa ther of Jo seph, 

the hus band of Mary, m and 
Mary was the moth er of  Jesus 
who is  called the Mes si ah. n

17 Thus  there were four teen gen er
a tions in all from Abra ham to Da vid, 
four teen from Da vid to the ex ile to 
Bab ylon, and four teen from the ex ile 
to the Mes si ah.

Joseph Accepts Jesus as His Son
18 This is how the  birth of  Jesus the 

Mes si ah came  about d: His moth er 

The Genealogy of Jesus the Messiah
1:1-17pp —  Lk 3:23-38
1:3-6pp —  Ru 4:18-22
1:7-11pp —  1Ch 3:10-17

1 This is the ge ne al o gy a of  Jesus the 
Mes si ah b the son of Da vid, a the 

son of Abra ham: b

 2 Abra ham was the fa ther of Isaac, c

  Isaac the fa ther of Ja cob, d

  Ja cob the fa ther of Ju dah and 
his broth ers, e

 3 Ju dah the fa ther of Pe rez and 
Ze rah,  whose moth er was 
Ta mar, f

  Pe rez the fa ther of Hez ron,
  Hez ron the fa ther of Ram,
 4 Ram the fa ther of Am min a dab,
  Am min a dab the fa ther of Nah

shon,
  Nah shon the fa ther of Sal mon,
 5 Sal mon the fa ther of Boaz, 

 whose moth er was Ra hab,
  Boaz the fa ther of Obed,  whose 

moth er was Ruth,
  Obed the fa ther of Jes se,
 6 and Jes se the fa ther of King Da

vid. g

  Da vid was the fa ther of Sol o mon, 
 whose moth er had been Uri
ah’s wife, h

 7 Sol o mon the fa ther of Re ho bo
am,

  Re ho bo am the fa ther of Abi jah,
  Abi jah the fa ther of Asa,
 8 Asa the fa ther of Je hosh a phat,
  Je hosh a phat the fa ther of Je ho

ram,
  Je ho ram the fa ther of Uz zi ah,
a 1 Or is an account of the origin    b 1 Or Jesus Christ. Messiah (Hebrew) and Christ (Greek) both mean Anointed One; 
also in verse 18.    c 11 That is, Jehoiachin; also in verse 12    d 18 Or The origin of Jesus the Messiah was like this    
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  are by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah;

  for out of you will come a ruler
  who will shepherd my people 

Israel.’ e ” z

7 Then Her od  called the Magi se cret
ly and  found out from them the ex act 
time the star had ap peared. 8 He sent 
them to Beth le hem and said, “Go and 
 search care ful ly for the  child. As soon 
as you find him, re port to me, so that I 
too may go and wor ship him.”

9 Af ter they had  heard the king, they 
went on  their way, and the star they 
had seen when it rose went  ahead of 
them un til it  stopped over the  place 
 where the  child was. 10 When they saw 
the star, they were over joyed. 11 On 
com ing to the  house, they saw the 
 child with his moth er Mary, and they 
 bowed down and wor shiped him. a 
Then they  opened  their trea sures 
and pre sent ed him with  gifts b of gold, 
frank in cense and  myrrh. 12 And hav
ing been  warned c in a  dream d not to go 
back to Her od, they re turned to  their 
coun try by an oth er route.

The Escape to Egypt
13 When they had gone, an an gel e 

of the Lord ap peared to Jo seph in a 
 dream. f “Get up,” he said, “take the 
 child and his moth er and es cape to 
 Egypt. Stay  there un til I tell you, for 
Her od is go ing to  search for the  child 
to kill him.”

14 So he got up, took the  child and 
his moth er dur ing the  night and left 
for  Egypt, 15 where he  stayed un til the 
 death of Her od. And so was ful filled 
what the Lord had said  through the 
proph et: “Out of  Egypt I  called my 
son.” f g

16 When Her od re al ized that he had 
been out wit ted by the Magi, he was fu
ri ous, and he gave or ders to kill all the 
boys in Beth le hem and its vi cin i ty who 
were two  years old and un der, in ac
cor dance with the time he had  learned 

Mary was  pledged to be mar ried to Jo
seph, but be fore they came to geth er, 
she was  found to be preg nant  through 
the Holy Spir it. o 19 Be cause Jo seph 
her hus band was faith ful to the law, 
and yet a did not want to ex pose her to 
pub lic dis grace, he had in mind to di
vorce p her qui et ly.

20 But af ter he had con sid ered this, 
an an gel of the Lord ap peared to him 
in a  dream and said, “Jo seph son of 
Da vid, do not be  afraid to take Mary 
home as your wife, be cause what is 
con ceived in her is from the Holy Spir
it. 21 She will give  birth to a son, and 
you are to give him the name  Jesus, b q 
be cause he will save his peo ple from 
 their sins.” r

22 All this took  place to ful fill what 
the Lord had said  through the proph
et: 23 “The vir gin will con ceive and 
give  birth to a son, and they will call 
him Im man u el” c s (which  means “God 
with us”).

24 When Jo seph woke up, he did 
what the an gel of the Lord had com
mand ed him and took Mary home as 
his wife. 25 But he did not con sum mate 
their mar riage un til she gave  birth to a 
son. And he gave him the name  Jesus. t

The Magi Visit the Messiah

2 Af ter  Jesus was born in Beth le hem 
in Ju dea, u dur ing the time of King 

Her od, v Magi d from the east came to 
Je ru sa lem 2 and  asked, “Where is the 
one who has been born king of the 
Jews? w We saw his star x when it rose 
and have come to wor ship him.”

3 When King Her od  heard this he 
was dis turbed, and all Je ru sa lem with 
him. 4 When he had  called to geth er all 
the peo ple’s  chief  priests and teach ers 
of the law, he  asked them  where the 
Mes si ah was to be born. 5 “In Beth le
hem y in Ju dea,” they re plied, “for this 
is what the proph et has writ ten:

 6 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land 
of Judah,

a 19 Or was a righteous man and    b 21 Jesus is the Greek form of Joshua, which means the Lord saves.    
c 23 Isaiah 7:14    d 1 Traditionally wise men    e 6 Micah 5:2,4    f 15 Hosea 11:1    
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23:33 u Ro 1:18; 
1Th 1:10
3:8 v Ac 26:20
3:10 w Mt 7:19; 
Lk 13:6-9; Jn 15:2, 6
3:11 x Mk 1:8 
y Isa 4:4; Ac 2:3, 4
3:12 z Mt 13:30
3:13 a Mk 1:4
3:16 b Isa 11:2; 42:1
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2Pe 1:17, 18 
e Isa 42:1; Mt 12:18; 
17:5; Mk 1:11; 9:7; 
Lk 9:35

7 But when he saw many of the Phar
i sees and Sad du cees com ing to  where 
he was bap tiz ing, he said to them: 
“You  brood of vi pers! t Who  warned 
you to flee from the com ing  wrath? u 
8 Pro duce  fruit in keep ing with re pen
tance. v 9 And do not  think you can say 
to your selves, ‘We have Abra ham as 
our fa ther.’ I tell you that out of  these 
 stones God can  raise up chil dren for 
Abra ham. 10 The ax is al ready at the 
root of the  trees, and ev ery tree that 
does not pro duce good  fruit will be cut 
down and  thrown into the fire. w

11 “I bap tize you with c wa ter for re
pen tance. But af ter me  comes one 
who is more pow er ful than I,  whose 
san dals I am not wor thy to car ry. He 
will bap tize you with c the Holy Spir it x 
and fire. y 12 His win now ing fork is in 
his hand, and he will  clear his thresh
ing  floor, gath er ing his  wheat into the 
barn and burn ing up the  chaff with 
un quench able fire.” z

The Baptism of Jesus
3:13-17pp —  Mk 1:9-11; Lk 3:21,22; 

Jn 1:31-34
13 Then  Jesus came from Gal i lee to 

the Jor dan to be bap tized by John. a 
14 But John  tried to de ter him, say ing, 
“I need to be bap tized by you, and do 
you come to me?”

15 Jesus re plied, “Let it be so now; it 
is prop er for us to do this to ful fill all 
righ teous ness.” Then John con sent ed.

16 As soon as  Jesus was bap tized, he 
went up out of the wa ter. At that mo
ment heav en was  opened, and he saw 
the Spir it of God b de scend ing like a 
dove and alight ing on him. 17 And a 
 voice from heav en c said, “This is my 
Son, d whom I love; with him I am well 
pleased.” e

Jesus Is Tested in the Wilderness
4:1-11pp —  Mk 1:12,13; Lk 4:1-13

4 Then  Jesus was led by the Spir it 
into the wil der ness to be tempt ed d 

by the dev il. 2 Af ter fast ing for ty days 

from the Magi. 17 Then what was said 
 through the proph et Jer e mi ah was ful
filled:

 18 “A voice is heard in Ramah,
  weeping and great mourning,
  Rachel weeping for her children
  and refusing to be comforted,
  because they are no more.” a h

The Return to Nazareth
19 Af ter Her od died, an an gel of the 

Lord ap peared in a  dream i to Jo seph 
in  Egypt 20 and said, “Get up, take the 
 child and his moth er and go to the 
land of Is ra el, for  those who were try
ing to take the  child’s life are dead.”

21 So he got up, took the  child and 
his moth er and went to the land of Is
ra el. 22 But when he  heard that Ar che
la us was reign ing in Ju dea in  place 
of his fa ther Her od, he was  afraid to 
go  there. Hav ing been  warned in a 
 dream, j he with drew to the dis trict 
of Gal i lee, k 23 and he went and  lived 
in a town  called Naz a reth. l So was 
ful filled m what was said  through the 
proph ets, that he would be  called a 
Naz a rene. n

John the Baptist Prepares the Way
3:1-12pp —  Mk 1:3-8; Lk 3:2-17

3 In  those days John the Bap tist o 
came, preach ing in the wil der ness 

of Ju dea 2 and say ing, “Re pent, for the 
king dom of heav en p has come near.” 
3 This is he who was spo ken of  through 
the proph et Isa iah:

  “A voice of one calling in the 
wilderness,

  ‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
  make straight paths for him.’ ” b q

4 John’s  clothes were made of cam el’s 
hair, and he had a leath er belt  around 
his  waist. r His food was lo custs s and 
wild hon ey. 5 Peo ple went out to him 
from Je ru sa lem and all Ju dea and the 
 whole re gion of the Jor dan. 6 Con fess
ing  their sins, they were bap tized by 
him in the Jor dan Riv er.

a 18 Jer. 31:15    b 3 Isaiah 40:3    c 11 Or in    d 1 The Greek for tempted can also mean tested.    
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  on those living in the land of the 
shadow of death

  a light has dawned.” e s

17 From that time on  Jesus be gan to 
 preach, “Re pent, for the king dom of 
heav en t has come near.”

Jesus Calls His First Disciples
4:18-22pp —  Mk 1:16-20; Lk 5:2-11; 

Jn 1:35-42
18 As  Jesus was walk ing be side the 

Sea of Gal i lee, u he saw two broth ers, 
Si mon  called Pe ter v and his broth
er An drew. They were cast ing a net 
into the lake, for they were fish er men. 
19 “Come, fol low me,” w  Jesus said, “and 
I will send you out to fish for peo ple.” 
20 At once they left  their nets and fol
lowed him.

21 Go ing on from  there, he saw two 
oth er broth ers,  James son of Zeb e dee 
and his broth er John. x They were in a 
boat with  their fa ther Zeb e dee, pre
par ing  their nets.  Jesus  called them, 
22 and im me di ate ly they left the boat 
and  their fa ther and fol lowed him.

Jesus Heals the Sick
23 Jesus went through out Gal i lee, y 

teach ing in  their syn a gogues, z pro
claim ing the good news a of the king
dom, b and heal ing ev ery dis ease and 
sick ness  among the peo ple. c 24 News 
 about him  spread all over Syr ia, d and 
peo ple  brought to him all who were ill 
with var i ous dis eas es,  those suf fer ing 
se vere pain, the de monpos sessed, e 
 those hav ing sei zures, f and the par a
lyzed; g and he  healed them. 25 Large 
 crowds from Gal i lee, the De cap o lis, f 
Je ru sa lem, Ju dea and the re gion  across 
the Jor dan fol lowed him. h

Introduction to the Sermon  
on the Mount

5 Now when  Jesus saw the  crowds, 
he went up on a moun tain side 

and sat down. His dis ci ples came to 
him, 2 and he be gan to  teach them.

and for ty  nights, f he was hun gry. 3 The 
tempt er g came to him and said, “If you 
are the Son of God, h tell  these  stones to 
be come bread.”

4 Jesus an swered, “It is writ ten: ‘Man 
shall not live on  bread  alone, but on 
ev ery word that  comes from the  mouth 
of God.’ a ” i

5 Then the dev il took him to the holy 
city j and had him  stand on the high
est  point of the tem ple. 6 “If you are the 
Son of God,” he said, “throw your self 
down. For it is writ ten:

  “ ‘He will command his angels 
concerning you,

  and they will lift you up in their 
hands,

  so that you will not strike your 
foot against a stone.’ b ” k

7 Jesus an swered him, “It is also 
writ ten: ‘Do not put the Lord your God 
to the test.’ c ” l

8 Again, the dev il took him to a very 
high moun tain and  showed him all the 
king doms of the  world and  their splen
dor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, 
“if you will bow down and wor ship me.”

10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, 
Sa tan! m For it is writ ten: ‘Wor ship the 
Lord your God, and  serve him only.’ d ” n

11 Then the dev il left him, and an gels 
came and at tend ed him. o

Jesus Begins to Preach
12 When  Jesus  heard that John had 

been put in pris on, p he with drew to 
Gal i lee. q 13 Leav ing Naz a reth, he went 
and  lived in Ca per na um, r  which was 
by the lake in the area of Zeb u lun and 
Naph ta li —   14 to ful fill what was said 
 through the proph et Isa iah:

 15 “Land of Zebulun and land of 
Naphtali,

  the Way of the Sea, beyond the 
Jordan,

  Galilee of the Gentiles —  
 16 the people living in darkness
  have seen a great light;
a 4 Deut. 8:3    b 6 Psalm 91:11,12    c 7 Deut. 6:16    d 10 Deut. 6:13    e 16 Isaiah 9:1,2    f 25 That is, the  
Ten Cities    
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STORYLINE
26 OF 31

Jesus: True Teacher of the Law
Read God’s Story: Matthew 5, 13:1–52; Mark 1:21– 45

Key Verse: “Jesus replied, ‘Let us go somewhere else— to the nearby villages— so 
I can preach there also. � at is why I have come.’ ” Mark 1:38

■ ■ ■

In the key verse above, Jesus emphasized the importance of his teaching ministry. His preaching 
was a critical part of his mission, and he taught primarily about the kingdom of God during his 

three years of public ministry. In his Sermon on the Mount (see Mt 5–7), Jesus explained what life 
in God’s kingdom looks like, which often contrasted with what the world imagined it to be. Like-
wise, Jesus’ parables often spoke about God’s dynamic reign and power and his work to renew indi-
viduals, communities and, ultimately, the whole earth. Israel had long awaited the coming of God’s 
kingdom, and through his teaching, Christ— God in the � esh— proclaimed that these prophecies 
were being ful� lled, even as the crowds listened. ■

� e Story continues: Matthew 27, p. 1201. 
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The Fulfillment of the Law
17 “Do not  think that I have come 

to abol ish the Law or the Proph ets; I 
have not come to abol ish them but to 
ful fill them. x 18 For tru ly I tell you, un
til heav en and  earth dis ap pear, not the 
small est let ter, not the  least  stroke of a 
pen, will by any  means dis ap pear from 
the Law un til ev ery thing is ac com
plished. y 19 There fore any one who sets 
 aside one of the  least of  these com
mands z and teach es oth ers ac cord
ing ly will be  called  least in the king
dom of heav en, but who ev er prac tic es 
and teach es  these com mands will be 
 called  great in the king dom of heav en. 
20 For I tell you that un less your righ
teous ness sur pass es that of the Phar
i sees and the teach ers of the law, you 
will cer tain ly not en ter the king dom of 
heav en.

Murder
5:25,26pp —  Lk 12:58,59

21 “You have  heard that it was said 
to the peo ple long ago, ‘You  shall not 
mur der, a a and any one who mur ders 
will be sub ject to judg ment.’ 22 But I 
tell you that any one who is an gry with 
a broth er or sis ter b , c will be sub ject to 
judg ment. b  Again, any one who says to 
a broth er or sis ter, ‘Raca,’ d is an swer
able to the court. c And any one who 
says, ‘You fool!’ will be in dan ger of the 
fire of hell. d

23 “There fore, if you are of fer ing your 
gift at the al tar and  there re mem ber 
that your broth er or sis ter has some
thing  against you, 24 leave your gift 
 there in  front of the al tar.  First go and 
be rec on ciled to them; then come and 
of fer your gift.

25 “Set tle mat ters quick ly with your 
ad ver sary who is tak ing you to  court. 
Do it  while you are  still to geth er on the 
way, or your ad ver sary may hand you 
over to the  judge, and the  judge may 
hand you over to the of fi cer, and you 

The Beatitudes
5:3-12pp —  Lk 6:20-23

He said:

 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
  for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. i

 4 Blessed are those who mourn,
  for they will be comforted. j

 5 Blessed are the meek,
  for they will inherit the earth. k

 6 Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness,

  for they will be filled. l

 7 Blessed are the merciful,
  for they will be shown mercy.
 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, m

  for they will see God. n

 9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
  for they will be called children of 

God. o

 10 Blessed are those who are 
persecuted because of 
righteousness, p

  for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when peo ple in
sult you, q per se cute you and false ly 
say all  kinds of evil  against you be
cause of me. 12 Re joice and be glad, r 
be cause  great is your re ward in heav
en, for in the same way they per se cut
ed the proph ets who were be fore you. s

Salt and Light
13 “You are the salt of the  earth. But if 

the salt los es its salt i ness, how can it be 
made  salty  again? It is no lon ger good 
for any thing, ex cept to be  thrown out 
and tram pled un der foot. t

14 “You are the  light of the  world. u A 
town built on a hill can not be hid den. 
15 Nei ther do peo ple  light a lamp and 
put it un der a bowl. In stead they put it 
on its  stand, and it  gives  light to ev ery
one in the  house. v 16 In the same way, 
let your  light  shine be fore oth ers, that 
they may see your good  deeds and glo
ri fy w your Fa ther in heav en.
a 21 Exodus 20:13    b 22 The Greek word for brother or sister (adelphos) refers here to a fellow disciple, whether 
man or woman; also in verse 23.    c 22 Some manuscripts brother or sister without cause    d 22 An Aramaic term 
of contempt    
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 right  cheek, turn to them the oth er 
 cheek also. r 40 And if any one  wants to 
sue you and take your  shirt, hand over 
your coat as well. 41 If any one forc es 
you to go one mile, go with them two 
 miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, 
and do not turn away from the one 
who  wants to bor row from you. s

Love for Enemies
43 “You have  heard that it was said, 

‘Love your neigh bor e t and hate your 
en e my.’ u 44 But I tell you, love your en e
mies and pray for  those who per se cute 
you, v 45 that you may be chil dren w of 
your Fa ther in heav en. He caus es his 
sun to rise on the evil and the good, 
and  sends rain on the righ teous and 
the un righ teous. x 46 If you love  those 
who love you, what re ward will you 
get? y Are not even the tax col lec tors 
do ing that? 47 And if you  greet only 
your own peo ple, what are you do ing 
more than oth ers? Do not even pa gans 
do that? 48 Be per fect, there fore, as 
your heav en ly Fa ther is per fect. z

Giving to the Needy

6 “Be care ful not to prac tice your 
righ teous ness in  front of oth ers to 

be seen by them. a If you do, you will 
have no re ward from your Fa ther in 
heav en.

2 “So when you give to the  needy, do 
not an nounce it with trum pets, as the 
hyp o crites do in the syn a gogues and 
on the  streets, to be hon ored by oth
ers. Tru ly I tell you, they have re ceived 
 their re ward in full. 3 But when you 
give to the  needy, do not let your left 
hand know what your  right hand is do
ing, 4 so that your giv ing may be in se
cret. Then your Fa ther, who sees what 
is done in se cret, will re ward you. b

Prayer
6:9-13pp —  Lk 11:2-4

5 “And when you pray, do not be like 
the hyp o crites, for they love to pray 
stand ing c in the syn a gogues and on 

may be  thrown into pris on. 26 Tru ly I 
tell you, you will not get out un til you 
have paid the last pen ny.

Adultery
27 “You have  heard that it was said, 

‘You  shall not com mit adul tery.’ a e 
28 But I tell you that any one who  looks 
at a wom an lust ful ly has al ready com
mit ted adul tery with her in his  heart. f 
29 If your  right eye caus es you to stum
ble, g  gouge it out and  throw it away. It 
is bet ter for you to lose one part of your 
body than for your  whole body to be 
 thrown into hell. 30 And if your  right 
hand caus es you to stum ble, cut it off 
and  throw it away. It is bet ter for you 
to lose one part of your body than for 
your  whole body to go into hell.

Divorce
31 “It has been said, ‘Any one who di

vorc es his wife must give her a cer tif
i cate of di vorce.’ b h 32 But I tell you that 
any one who di vorc es his wife, ex cept 
for sex u al im mo ral i ty, makes her the 
vic tim of adul tery, and any one who 
mar ries a di vorced wom an com mits 
adul tery. i

Oaths
33 “Again, you have  heard that it was 

said to the peo ple long ago, ‘Do not 
 break your oath, j but ful fill to the Lord 
the vows you have made.’ k 34 But I tell 
you, do not  swear an oath at all: l ei ther 
by heav en, for it is  God’s  throne; m 35 or 
by the  earth, for it is his foot stool; or 
by Je ru sa lem, for it is the city of the 
 Great King. n 36 And do not  swear by 
your head, for you can not make even 
one hair  white or  black. 37 All you need 
to say is sim ply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; o any thing 
be yond this  comes from the evil one. c p

Eye for Eye
38 “You have  heard that it was said, 

‘Eye for eye, and  tooth for  tooth.’ d q 
39 But I tell you, do not re sist an evil 
per son. If any one  slaps you on the 
a 27 Exodus 20:14    b 31 Deut. 24:1    c 37 Or from evil    d 38 Exodus 21:24; Lev. 24:20; Deut. 19:21    
e 43 Lev. 19:18    
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DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH

COMMON GRACE (MATTHEW 5:45)

F
rom Matthew 5:45 theologians have developed a doctrine known as com-
mon grace, which teaches that God gives grace, in some form or another, 
to all people. Whether we are good or evil, Christian or not, God providen-
tially cares for us and his whole creation (see Mt 5:45; 6:26–34) and  sustains 

our very existence (see Ac 17:28; Heb 1:2–3).
� is grace, mediated by God’s Spirit, highlights not just God’s sovereignty over our broken 

world, but also his love and grace, which work to bless both those who have faith in Christ as well 
as those who do not. � is common grace is distinct from special or saving grace, which refers to 
God’s saving of sinners by the regenerating work of his Spirit.

DEEPER IN 

TRUTH
Human rebellion has a� ected every part of creation. Without common grace, the world would 
quickly fall into disastrous ruin. � us God, in his grace and through the power of his Spirit, pre-
vents our world from succumbing to pure chaos. He restrains evil not only within individuals— 
keeping us from becoming the worst people we possibly could be— but also in society.

Yet common grace does more than simply restrain evil. According to theologian Abraham Kuyper, 
it also provides a “commonness” that allows believers and unbelievers to engage meaningfully to-
gether as God prepares this world for the return of Christ. Kuyper believed that “common grace has 
been incorporated in this grand restoration plan” and that it functions “to maintain the connection 
of God’s people with the world. . . . It upheld in that world the honor of God’s creational work.”1 
Commenting on Kuyper, Richard Mouw explained,

Common grace is a means by which God prepares. Common grace aims at that 
which is yet to come. To acknowledge, for Kuyper, that God cares about art, athletics, 
education, business, politics, and entertainment is to acknowledge also that God will 
not ever give up on these areas of human cultural achievement.2

� e doctrine of common grace reminds us that God deeply loves his creation and is constantly 
working in and through us, by the power of his Spirit, not only to preserve our world, but also to 
direct it toward its intended goal. 

Connecting
Often times when we approach our work, we forget how God’s grace operates in the people around 
us. God’s Spirit does not work only in the lives of professing Christians. His power is at work to 
bring forth positive activity from all people, even from those from whom we would least expect it.

Common grace, then, helps us see the importance of working together toward a common goal. 
Even if our coworkers don’t share our ultimate values, worldview or deepest faith commitments, we 
can work with them, knowing that God is at work to gather them to himself. God can work in the 
strangest and most unexpected places, and in so doing bring about unexpected beauty and blessing.
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DEEPER AT 

WORK
MOTIVATION

Photographer
Several years ago, I transitioned to full- time freelance photography. I didn’t grow up thinking I 
would be a photographer. My � rst photo shoot— if you could even call it that— was when I was in 
my early twenties. I had no better equipment than a basic Kodak camera, and at sunrise I went to 
a graveyard near my apartment.

A graveyard might seem like an unlikely place to � nd beauty, but I found some incredible visual 
depth and interest there: the sun; the shadows; the varying states of the gravestones, some of which 
were standing tall, some of which were crumbling. As I took photos, I wondered, “Who were these 
people? What were their stories?”

� ere are a host of narrative trails each of us could follow when looking at a photograph, and I 
believe that these interpretive possibilities speak to God’s 
presence and common grace in the world. He is living 
and active, and “in him we live and move and have our 
being” (Ac 17:28). But his divine reality isn’t immediately 
obvious to our senses. We can’t see God with our eyes. We 
can only notice the e� ects of his presence.

In my work, I can’t capture God’s image, but I can help 
people— whether or not they trust in God— see his ef-
fects. Sometimes I try to do this by highlighting obvi-
ous objects of marvel, such as a sunset or a snow- capped 
mountain. Mostly, though, I enjoy capturing shots of ordinary, weathered and even ugly things. 
And I love � nding hidden, unexpected beauty.

Several years ago, I took a picture of a gnarled, naked tree. It had su� ered damage from a violent 
wind, and its branches were tangled and scarred. I took a picture of the tree, but I didn’t totally 
understand why I did so. It was only later, upon reviewing the various shapes and forms that the 
tree presented, that I recognized how there can be hidden beauty in objects that seem so broken.

My camera captures what is visibly seen, but what I appreciate as a photographer is that more hap-
pens beneath the surface. God’s grace is at work in my world in ways I cannot understand. Yet some-
how I can feel the e� ects of his Spirit in the beauty I experience, even in the most unlikely places.

Common grace gives me hope that God is at work even in places and in people in whom I would 
least expect him to be working. If he can bring life out of death, surely he can bring good from 
broken and perverse things. God is far more active than I could ever imagine. ■

Common grace does more than 
simply restrain evil  .  .  . “[C]
ommon grace has been incor-
porated in [God’s] grand resto-
ration plan” and . . . functions 
“to maintain the connection of 
God’s people with the world.”
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ver min de stroy, s and  where  thieves 
 break in and  steal. 20 But  store up for 
your selves trea sures in heav en, t  where 
moths and ver min do not de stroy, and 
 where  thieves do not  break in and 
 steal. u 21 For  where your trea sure is, 
 there your  heart will be also. v

22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. 
If your eyes are  healthy, c your  whole 
body will be full of  light. 23 But if your 
eyes are un healthy, d your  whole body 
will be full of dark ness. If then the 
 light with in you is dark ness, how  great 
is that dark ness!

24 “No one can  serve two mas ters. 
Ei ther you will hate the one and love 
the oth er, or you will be de vot ed to the 
one and de spise the oth er. You can not 
 serve both God and mon ey. w

Do Not Worry
6:25-33pp —  Lk 12:22-31

25 “There fore I tell you, do not wor
ry x  about your life, what you will eat or 
 drink; or  about your body, what you will 
wear. Is not life more than food, and the 
body more than  clothes? 26 Look at the 
 birds of the air; they do not sow or reap 
or  store away in  barns, and yet your 
heav en ly Fa ther  feeds them. y Are you 
not much more valu able than they? z 
27 Can any one of you by wor ry ing add 
a sin gle hour to your life e ? a

28 “And why do you wor ry  about 
 clothes? See how the flow ers of the 
 field grow. They do not la bor or spin. 
29 Yet I tell you that not even Sol o mon in 
all his splen dor b was  dressed like one 
of  these. 30 If that is how God  clothes 
the  grass of the  field,  which is here to
day and to mor row is  thrown into the 
fire, will he not much more  clothe 
you —  you of lit tle  faith? c 31 So do not 
wor ry, say ing, ‘What  shall we eat?’ or 
‘What  shall we  drink?’ or ‘What  shall 
we wear?’ 32 For the pa gans run af ter 
all  these  things, and your heav en ly 
Fa ther  knows that you need them. d  

the  street cor ners to be seen by oth ers. 
Tru ly I tell you, they have re ceived  their 
re ward in full. 6 But when you pray, go 
into your room,  close the door and pray 
to your Fa ther, d who is un seen. Then 
your Fa ther, who sees what is done in 
se cret, will re ward you. 7 And when you 
pray, do not keep on bab bling e like pa
gans, for they  think they will be  heard 
be cause of  their many  words. f 8 Do not 
be like them, for your Fa ther  knows 
what you need g be fore you ask him.

9 “This, then, is how you  should pray:

  “ ‘Our Father in heaven,
  hallowed be your name,
 10 your kingdom h come,
  your will be done, i

  on earth as it is in heaven.
 11 Give us today our daily bread. j

 12 And forgive us our debts,
  as we also have forgiven our 

debtors. k

 13 And lead us not into temptation, a l

  but deliver us from the evil 
one. b ’ m

14 For if you for give oth er peo ple when 
they sin  against you, your heav en ly Fa
ther will also for give you. n 15 But if you 
do not for give oth ers  their sins, your 
Fa ther will not for give your sins. o

Fasting
16 “When you fast, do not look som

ber p as the hyp o crites do, for they dis
fig ure  their fac es to show oth ers they 
are fast ing. Tru ly I tell you, they have 
re ceived  their re ward in full. 17 But 
when you fast, put oil on your head 
and wash your face, 18 so that it will not 
be ob vi ous to oth ers that you are fast
ing, but only to your Fa ther, who is un
seen; and your Fa ther, who sees what 
is done in se cret, will re ward you. q

Treasures in Heaven
6:22,23pp —  Lk 11:34-36

19 “Do not  store up for your selves 
trea sures on  earth, r  where moths and 
a 13 The Greek for temptation can also mean testing.    b 13 Or from evil ; some late manuscripts one, / for yours 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.    c 22 The Greek for healthy here implies generous.    
d 23 The Greek for unhealthy here implies stingy.    e 27 Or single cubit to your height    
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road that  leads to de struc tion, and 
many en ter  through it. 14 But  small 
is the gate and nar row the road that 
 leads to life, and only a few find it.

True and False Prophets
15 “Watch out for  false proph ets. m 

They come to you in  sheep’s cloth
ing, but in ward ly they are fe ro cious 
 wolves. n 16 By  their  fruit you will rec
og nize them. o Do peo ple pick  grapes 
from thorn bush es, or figs from this
tles? p 17 Like wise, ev ery good tree 
 bears good  fruit, but a bad tree  bears 
bad  fruit. 18 A good tree can not bear 
bad  fruit, and a bad tree can not bear 
good  fruit. 19 Ev ery tree that does 
not bear good  fruit is cut down and 
 thrown into the fire. q 20 Thus, by  their 
 fruit you will rec og nize them.

True and False Disciples
21 “Not ev ery one who says to me, 

‘Lord, Lord,’ r will en ter the king dom 
of heav en, but only the one who does 
the will of my Fa ther who is in heav
en. s 22 Many will say to me on that 
day, t ‘Lord, Lord, did we not proph e sy 
in your name and in your name  drive 
out de mons and in your name per form 
many mir a cles?’ u 23 Then I will tell 
them plain ly, ‘I nev er knew you. Away 
from me, you evil do ers!’ v

The Wise and Foolish Builders
7:24-27pp —  Lk 6:47-49

24 “There fore ev ery one who  hears 
 these  words of mine and puts them 
into prac tice w is like a wise man who 
 built his  house on the rock. 25 The rain 
came down, the  streams rose, and 
the  winds blew and beat  against that 
 house; yet it did not fall, be cause it had 
its foun da tion on the rock. 26 But ev
ery one who  hears  these  words of mine 
and does not put them into prac tice is 
like a fool ish man who  built his  house 
on sand. 27 The rain came down, the 
 streams rose, and the  winds blew and 
beat  against that  house, and it fell with 
a  great crash.”

33 But seek  first his king dom and his 
righ teous ness, and all  these  things 
will be giv en to you as well. e 34 There
fore do not wor ry  about to mor row, for 
to mor row will wor ry  about it self. Each 
day has  enough trou ble of its own.

Judging Others
7:3-5pp —  Lk 6:41,42

7 “Do not  judge, or you too will be 
 judged. f 2 For in the same way you 

 judge oth ers, you will be  judged, and 
with the mea sure you use, it will be 
mea sured to you. g

3 “Why do you look at the  speck of 
saw dust in your broth er’s eye and pay 
no at ten tion to the  plank in your own 
eye? 4 How can you say to your broth
er, ‘Let me take the  speck out of your 
eye,’ when all the time  there is a  plank 
in your own eye? 5 You hyp o crite,  first 
take the  plank out of your own eye, 
and then you will see clear ly to re move 
the  speck from your broth er’s eye.

6 “Do not give dogs what is sa cred; 
do not  throw your  pearls to pigs. If you 
do, they may tram ple them un der  their 
feet, and turn and tear you to piec es.

Ask, Seek, Knock
7:7-11pp —  Lk 11:9-13

7 “Ask and it will be giv en to you; h 
seek and you will find;  knock and the 
door will be  opened to you. 8 For ev
ery one who asks re ceives; the one 
who seeks finds; i and to the one who 
 knocks, the door will be opened.

9 “Which of you, if your son asks for 
 bread, will give him a  stone? 10 Or if he 
asks for a fish, will give him a  snake? 
11 If you, then,  though you are evil, 
know how to give good  gifts to your 
chil dren, how much more will your Fa
ther in heav en give good  gifts to  those 
who ask him! 12 So in ev ery thing, do to 
oth ers what you  would have them do 
to you, j for this sums up the Law and 
the Proph ets. k

The Narrow and Wide Gates
13 “En ter  through the nar row gate. l 

For wide is the gate and  broad is the 
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heav en. g 12 But the sub jects of the king
dom h will be  thrown out side, into the 
dark ness,  where  there will be weep ing 
and gnash ing of teeth.” i

13 Then  Jesus said to the cen tu ri on, 
“Go! Let it be done just as you be lieved 
it  would.” j And his ser vant was  healed 
at that mo ment.

Jesus Heals Many
8:14-16pp —  Mk 1:29-34; Lk 4:38-41

14 When  Jesus came into Pe ter’s 
 house, he saw Pe ter’s moth erinlaw 
ly ing in bed with a fe ver. 15 He  touched 
her hand and the fe ver left her, and she 
got up and be gan to wait on him.

16 When eve ning came, many who 
were de monpos sessed were  brought 
to him, and he  drove out the spir its 
with a word and  healed all the sick. k 
17 This was to ful fill l what was spo ken 
 through the proph et Isa iah:

  “He took up our infirmities
  and bore our diseases.” b m

The Cost of Following Jesus
8:19-22pp —  Lk 9:57-60

18 When  Jesus saw the  crowd  around 
him, he gave or ders to  cross to the oth
er side of the lake. n 19 Then a teach er of 
the law came to him and said, “Teach
er, I will fol low you wher ev er you go.”

20 Jesus re plied, “Fox es have  dens 
and  birds have  nests, but the Son of 
Man o has no  place to lay his head.”

21 An oth er dis ci ple said to him, 
“Lord,  first let me go and bury my fa
ther.”

22 But  Jesus told him, “Fol low me, p 
and let the dead bury  their own dead.”

Jesus Calms the Storm
8:23-27pp —  Mk 4:36-41; Lk 8:22-25
8:23-27Ref —  Mt 14:22-33

23 Then he got into the boat and his 
dis ci ples fol lowed him. 24 Sud den ly 
a fu ri ous  storm came up on the lake, 
so that the  waves  swept over the boat. 

28 When  Jesus had fin ished say
ing  these  things, x the  crowds were 
 amazed at his teach ing, y 29 be cause he 
 taught as one who had au thor i ty, and 
not as  their teach ers of the law.

Jesus Heals a Man With Leprosy
8:2-4pp —  Mk 1:40-44; Lk 5:12-14

8 When  Jesus came down from the 
moun tain side,  large  crowds fol

lowed him. 2 A man with lep ro sy a z 
came and  knelt be fore him a and said, 
“Lord, if you are will ing, you can make 
me clean.”

3 Jesus  reached out his hand and 
 touched the man. “I am will ing,” he 
said. “Be  clean!” Im me di ate ly he was 
 cleansed of his lep ro sy. 4 Then  Jesus 
said to him, “See that you  don’t tell 
any one. b But go, show your self to the 
 priest and of fer the gift Mo ses com
mand ed, c as a tes ti mo ny to them.”

The Faith of the Centurion
8:5-13pp —  Lk 7:1-10

5 When  Jesus had en tered Ca per na
um, a cen tu ri on came to him, ask ing 
for help. 6 “Lord,” he said, “my ser vant 
lies at home par a lyzed, suf fer ing ter
ri bly.”

7 Jesus said to him, “Shall I come 
and heal him?”

8 The cen tu ri on re plied, “Lord, I do 
not de serve to have you come un der 
my roof. But just say the word, and my 
ser vant will be  healed. d 9 For I my self 
am a man un der au thor i ty, with sol
diers un der me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ 
and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ 
and he  comes. I say to my ser vant, ‘Do 
this,’ and he does it.”

10 When  Jesus  heard this, he was 
 amazed and said to  those fol low ing 
him, “Tru ly I tell you, I have not  found 
any one in Is ra el with such  great  faith. e 
11 I say to you that many will come from 
the east and the west, f and will take 
 their plac es at the  feast with Abra ham, 
 Isaac and Ja cob in the king dom of 
a 2 The Greek word traditionally translated leprosy was used for various diseases affecting the skin.    
b 17 Isaiah 53:4 (see Septuagint)    
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law said to them selves, “This fel low is 
blas phem ing!” b

4 Know ing  their  thoughts, c  Jesus 
said, “Why do you en ter tain evil 
 thoughts in your  hearts? 5 Which is 
eas i er: to say, ‘Your sins are for giv en,’ 
or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 6 But I want 
you to know that the Son of Man d has 
au thor i ty on  earth to for give sins.” So 
he said to the par a lyzed man, “Get up, 
take your mat and go home.” 7 Then the 
man got up and went home. 8 When the 
 crowd saw this, they were  filled with 
awe; and they  praised God, e who had 
giv en such au thor i ty to man.

The Calling of Matthew
9:9-13pp —  Mk 2:14-17; Lk 5:27-32

9 As  Jesus went on from  there, he saw 
a man  named Mat thew sit ting at the 
tax col lec tor’s  booth. “Fol low me,” he 
told him, and Mat thew got up and fol
lowed him.

10 While  Jesus was hav ing din ner at 
Mat thew’s  house, many tax col lec tors 
and sin ners came and ate with him 
and his dis ci ples. 11 When the Phar i
sees saw this, they  asked his dis ci ples, 
“Why does your teach er eat with tax 
col lec tors and sin ners?” f

12 On hear ing this,  Jesus said, “It is 
not the  healthy who need a doc tor, 
but the sick. 13 But go and  learn what 
this  means: ‘I de sire mer cy, not sac ri
fice.’ b g For I have not come to call the 
righ teous, but sin ners.” h

Jesus Questioned About Fasting
9:14-17pp —  Mk 2:18-22; Lk 5:33-39

14 Then  John’s dis ci ples came and 
 asked him, “How is it that we and the 
Phar i sees fast of ten, i but your dis ci ples 
do not fast?”

15 Jesus an swered, “How can the 
 guests of the bride groom  mourn  while 
he is with them? j The time will come 
when the bride groom will be tak en 
from them; then they will fast. k

16 “No one sews a  patch of un shrunk 
 cloth on an old gar ment, for the  patch 

But  Jesus was sleep ing. 25 The dis ci ples 
went and woke him, say ing, “Lord, 
save us!  We’re go ing to drown!”

26 He re plied, “You of lit tle  faith, q 
why are you so  afraid?” Then he got up 
and re buked the  winds and the  waves, 
and it was com plete ly calm. r

27 The men were  amazed and  asked, 
“What kind of man is this? Even the 
 winds and the  waves obey him!”

Jesus Restores Two Demon-
Possessed Men
8:28-34pp —  Mk 5:1-17; Lk 8:26-37

28 When he ar rived at the oth er side 
in the re gion of the Gad a renes, a two 
de monpos sessed s men com ing from 
the  tombs met him. They were so vi
o lent that no one  could pass that way. 
29 “What do you want with us, t Son of 
God?” they shout ed. “Have you come 
here to tor ture us be fore the ap point ed 
time?” u

30 Some dis tance from them a  large 
herd of pigs was feed ing. 31 The de
mons  begged  Jesus, “If you  drive us 
out, send us into the herd of pigs.”

32 He said to them, “Go!” So they 
came out and went into the pigs, and 
the  whole herd  rushed down the  steep 
bank into the lake and died in the wa
ter. 33 Those tend ing the pigs ran off, 
went into the town and re port ed all 
this, in clud ing what had hap pened 
to the de monpos sessed men. 34 Then 
the  whole town went out to meet  Jesus. 
And when they saw him, they plead ed 
with him to  leave  their re gion. v

Jesus Forgives and Heals a 
Paralyzed Man
9:2-8pp —  Mk 2:3-12; Lk 5:18-26

9 Jesus  stepped into a boat,  crossed 
over and came to his own town. w 

2 Some men  brought to him a par a
lyzed man, x ly ing on a mat. When 
 Jesus saw  their  faith, y he said to the 
man, “Take  heart, z son; your sins are 
for giv en.” a

3 At this, some of the teach ers of the 
a 28 Some manuscripts Gergesenes; other manuscripts Gerasenes    b 13 Hosea 6:6    
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re stored.  Jesus  warned them stern ly, 
“See that no one  knows  about this.” w 
31 But they went out and  spread the 
news  about him all over that re gion. x

32 While they were go ing out, a man 
who was de monpos sessed y and  could 
not talk z was  brought to  Jesus. 33 And 
when the de mon was driv en out, the 
man who had been mute  spoke. The 
 crowd was  amazed and said, “Noth ing 
like this has ever been seen in Is ra el.” a

34 But the Phar i sees said, “It is by the 
 prince of de mons that he  drives out 
de mons.” b

The Workers Are Few
35 Jesus went  through all the  towns 

and vil lag es, teach ing in  their syn a
gogues, pro claim ing the good news 
of the king dom and heal ing ev ery dis
ease and sick ness. c 36 When he saw the 
 crowds, he had com pas sion on them, d 
be cause they were ha rassed and help
less, like  sheep with out a shep herd. e 
37 Then he said to his dis ci ples, “The 
har vest f is plen ti ful but the work ers 
are few. g 38 Ask the Lord of the har vest, 
there fore, to send out work ers into his 
har vest field.”

Jesus Sends Out the Twelve
10:2-4pp —  Mk 3:16-19; Lk 6:14-16; 

Ac 1:13
10:9-15pp —  Mk 6:8-11; Lk 9:3-5; 10:4-12
10:19-22pp —  Mk 13:11-13; Lk 21:12-17
10:26-33pp —  Lk 12:2-9
10:34,35pp —  Lk 12:51-53

10 Jesus  called his  twelve dis ci
ples to him and gave them au

thor i ty to  drive out im pure spir its h and 
to heal ev ery dis ease and sick ness.

2 These are the  names of the  twelve 
apos tles:  first, Si mon (who is  called 
Pe ter) and his broth er An drew;  James 
son of Zeb e dee, and his broth er John; 
3 Phil ip and Bar thol o mew; Thom as 
and Mat thew the tax col lec tor;  James 
son of Al phae us, and Thad dae us; 4 Si
mon the Zeal ot and Ju das Is car i ot, 
who be trayed him. i

5 These  twelve  Jesus sent out with 
the fol low ing in struc tions: “Do not go 

will pull away from the gar ment, mak
ing the tear  worse. 17 Nei ther do peo ple 
pour new wine into old wine skins. If 
they do, the  skins will  burst; the wine 
will run out and the wine skins will 
be ru ined. No, they pour new wine 
into new wine skins, and both are pre
served.”

Jesus Raises a Dead Girl and Heals 
a Sick Woman
9:18-26pp —  Mk 5:22-43; Lk 8:41-56

18 While he was say ing this, a syn
a gogue lead er came and  knelt be fore 
him l and said, “My daugh ter has just 
died. But come and put your hand on 
her, m and she will live.” 19 Jesus got 
up and went with him, and so did his  
dis ci ples.

20 Just then a wom an who had been 
sub ject to bleed ing for  twelve  years 
came up be hind him and  touched the 
edge of his  cloak. n 21 She said to her
self, “If I only  touch his  cloak, I will be 
healed.”

22 Jesus  turned and saw her. “Take 
 heart, daugh ter,” he said, “your  faith 
has  healed you.” o And the wom an was 
 healed at that mo ment. p

23 When  Jesus en tered the syn a
gogue lead er’s  house and saw the  noisy 
 crowd and peo ple play ing  pipes, q 24 he 
said, “Go away. The girl is not dead r 
but  asleep.” s But they  laughed at him. 
25 Af ter the  crowd had been put out
side, he went in and took the girl by the 
hand, and she got up. 26 News of this 
 spread  through all that re gion. t

Jesus Heals the Blind and the Mute
27 As  Jesus went on from  there, two 

 blind men fol lowed him, call ing out, 
“Have mer cy on us, Son of Da vid!” u

28 When he had gone in doors, the 
 blind men came to him, and he  asked 
them, “Do you be lieve that I am able 
to do this?”

“Yes, Lord,” they re plied.
29 Then he  touched  their eyes and 

said, “Ac cord ing to your  faith let it be 
done to you”; v 30 and  their  sight was 
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you, you will not fin ish go ing  through 
the  towns of Is ra el be fore the Son of 
Man comes.

24 “The stu dent is not  above  the 
teach er, nor a ser vant  above his mas
ter. c 25 It is  enough for stu dents to be 
like  their teach ers, and ser vants like 
 their mas ters. If the head of the  house 
has been  called Be el ze bul, d how much 
more the mem bers of his house hold!

26 “So do not be  afraid of them, for 
there is noth ing con cealed that will 
not be dis closed, or hid den that will 
not be made  known. e 27 What I tell you 
in the dark,  speak in the day light; what 
is whis pered in your ear, pro claim 
from the  roofs. 28 Do not be  afraid of 
 those who kill the body but can not 
kill the soul. Rath er, be  afraid of the 
One f who can de stroy both soul and 
body in hell. 29 Are not two spar rows 
sold for a pen ny? Yet not one of them 
will fall to the  ground out side your Fa
ther’s care. b 30 And even the very  hairs 
of your head are all num bered. g 31 So 
 don’t be  afraid; you are  worth more 
than many spar rows. h

32 “Who ev er ac knowl edg es me be
fore others, i I will also ac knowl edge 
be fore my Fa ther in heav en. 33 But 
who ev er dis owns me be fore others, I 
will dis own be fore my Fa ther in heav
en. j

34 “Do not sup pose that I have come 
to  bring  peace to the  earth. I did not 
come to  bring  peace, but a  sword. 
35 For I have come to turn

  “ ‘a man against his father,
  a daughter against her mother,
  a daughterinlaw against her 

motherinlaw k —  
 36 a man’s enemies will be the 

members of his own 
household.’ c l

37 “Any one who  loves  their fa ther or 
moth er more than me is not wor thy 
of me; any one who  loves their son or 
daugh ter more than me is not wor thy 

 among the Gen tiles or en ter any town 
of the Sa mar i tans. j 6 Go rath er to the 
lost  sheep of Is ra el. k 7 As you go, pro
claim this mes sage: ‘The king dom of 
heav en l has come near.’ 8 Heal the sick, 
 raise the dead,  cleanse  those who have 
lep ro sy, a  drive out de mons. Free ly you 
have re ceived; free ly give.

9 “Do not get any gold or sil ver 
or cop per to take with you in your 
 belts m —   10 no bag for the jour ney or 
ex tra  shirt or san dals or a  staff, for the 
work er is  worth his keep. n 11 What ev
er town or vil lage you en ter,  search 
there for some wor thy per son and 
stay at their  house un til you  leave. 
12 As you en ter the home, give it your 
greet ing. o 13 If the home is de serv ing, 
let your  peace rest on it; if it is not, let 
your  peace re turn to you. 14 If any one 
will not wel come you or lis ten to your 
 words,  leave that home or town and 
 shake the dust off your feet. p 15 Tru ly 
I tell you, it will be more bear able for 
Sod om and Go mor rah q on the day of 
judg ment r than for that town. s

16 “I am send ing you out like  sheep 
 among  wolves. t There fore be as 
 shrewd as  snakes and as in no cent as 
doves. u 17 Be on your  guard; you will 
be hand ed over to the lo cal coun cils v 
and be  f logged in the syn a gogues. w 
18 On my ac count you will be  brought 
be fore gov er nors and  kings x as wit
ness es to them and to the Gen tiles. 
19 But when they ar rest you, do not 
wor ry  about what to say or how to say 
it. y At that time you will be giv en what 
to say, 20 for it will not be you speak ing, 
but the Spir it of your Fa ther z speak ing 
 through you.

21 “Broth er will be tray broth er to 
 death, and a fa ther his  child; chil dren 
will re bel  against  their par ents a and 
have them put to  death. 22 You will be 
 hated by ev ery one be cause of me, but 
the one who  stands firm to the end will 
be  saved. b 23 When you are per se cut ed 
in one  place, flee to an oth er. Tru ly I tell 
a 8 The Greek word traditionally translated leprosy was used for various diseases affecting the skin.    b 29 Or will; 
or knowledge    c 36 Micah 7:6    
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  “ ‘I will send my messenger ahead 
of you,

  who will prepare your way before 
you.’ c z

11 Tru ly I tell you,  among  those born 
of wom en  there has not ris en any one 
great er than John the Bap tist; yet who
ev er is  least in the king dom of heav en 
is great er than he. 12 From the days of 
John the Bap tist un til now, the king
dom of heav en has been sub ject ed 
to vi o lence, d and vi o lent peo ple have 
been raid ing it. 13 For all the Proph ets 
and the Law proph e sied un til John. 
14 And if you are will ing to ac cept it, he 
is the Eli jah who was to come. a 15 Who
ev er has ears, let them hear. b

16 “To what can I com pare this gen
er a tion? They are like chil dren sit ting 
in the mar ket plac es and call ing out to 
oth ers:

 17 “ ‘We played the pipe for you,
  and you did not dance;
  we sang a dirge,
  and you did not mourn.’
18 For John came nei ther eat ing c nor 
drink ing, d and they say, ‘He has a de
mon.’ 19 The Son of Man came eat ing 
and drink ing, and they say, ‘Here is a 
glut ton and a drunk ard, a  friend of tax 
col lec tors and sin ners.’ e But wis dom is 
 proved  right by her deeds.”

Woe on Unrepentant Towns
11:21-23pp —  Lk 10:13-15

20 Then  Jesus be gan to de nounce the 
 towns in  which most of his mir a cles 
had been per formed, be cause they did 
not re pent. 21 “Woe to you, Cho ra zin! 
Woe to you, Beth sa i da! f For if the mir
a cles that were per formed in you had 
been per formed in Tyre and Si don, g 
they  would have re pent ed long ago in 
sack cloth and ash es. h 22 But I tell you, 
it will be more bear able for Tyre and 
Si don on the day of judg ment than for 
you. i 23 And you, Ca per na um, j will you 
be lift ed to the  heavens? No, you will 

of me. m 38 Who ev er does not take up 
 their  cross and fol low me is not wor
thy of me. n 39 Who ev er  finds  their life 
will lose it, and who ev er los es  their life 
for my sake will find it. o

40 “Any one who wel comes you wel
comes me, p and any one who wel comes 
me wel comes the one who sent me. q 
41 Who ev er wel comes a proph et as a 
proph et will re ceive a proph et’s re
ward, and who ev er wel comes a righ
teous per son as a righ teous per son will 
re ceive a righ teous per son’s re ward. 
42 And if any one  gives even a cup of cold 
wa ter to one of  these lit tle ones who is 
my dis ci ple, tru ly I tell you, that per son 
will cer tain ly not lose their re ward.” r

Jesus and John the Baptist
11:2-19pp —  Lk 7:18-35

11 Af ter  Jesus had fin ished in
struct ing his  twelve dis ci ples, s 

he went on from  there to  teach and 
 preach in the  towns of Gal i lee. a

2 When John, who was in pris on, t 
heard about the deeds of the Mes si ah, 
he sent his dis ci ples 3 to ask him, “Are 
you the one who is to come, u or  should 
we ex pect some one else?”

4 Jesus re plied, “Go back and re port 
to John what you hear and see: 5 The 
 blind re ceive  sight, the lame walk, 
 those who have lep ro sy b are  cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are  raised, and 
the good news is pro claimed to the 
poor. v 6 Blessed is any one who does 
not stum ble on ac count of me.” w

7 As  John’s x dis ci ples were leav ing, 
 Jesus be gan to  speak to the  crowd 
 about John: “What did you go out into 
the wil der ness to see? A reed  swayed 
by the wind? 8 If not, what did you 
go out to see? A man  dressed in fine 
 clothes? No,  those who wear fine 
 clothes are in  kings’ pal ac es. 9 Then 
what did you go out to see? A proph et? y 
Yes, I tell you, and more than a proph
et. 10 This is the one  about whom it is 
writ ten:
a 1 Greek in their towns    b 5 The Greek word traditionally translated leprosy was used for various diseases 
affecting the skin.    c 10 Mal. 3:1    d 12 Or been forcefully advancing    
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the Sab bath z and yet are in no cent? 6 I 
tell you that some thing great er than 
the tem ple is here. a 7 If you had  known 
what  these  words mean, ‘I de sire mer
cy, not sac ri fice,’ b b you  would not have 
con demned the in no cent. 8 For the 
Son of Man c is Lord of the Sab bath.”

9 Go ing on from that  place, he went 
into  their syn a gogue, 10 and a man 
with a shriv eled hand was  there. 
Look ing for a rea son to bring charges 
 against  Jesus, they  asked him, “Is it 
law ful to heal on the Sab bath?” d

11 He said to them, “If any of you has 
a  sheep and it  falls into a pit on the Sab
bath, will you not take hold of it and lift 
it out? e 12 How much more valu able is 
a per son than a  sheep! f There fore it is 
law ful to do good on the Sab bath.”

13 Then he said to the man, “Stretch 
out your hand.” So he  stretched it out 
and it was com plete ly re stored, just as 
 sound as the oth er. 14 But the Phar i sees 
went out and plot ted how they  might 
kill  Jesus. g

God’s Chosen Servant
15 Aware of this,  Jesus with drew 

from that  place. A  large  crowd fol
lowed him, and he  healed all who 
were ill. h 16 He  warned them not to tell 
oth ers  about him. i 17 This was to ful fill 
what was spo ken  through the proph et 
Isa iah:

 18 “Here is my servant whom I have 
chosen,

  the one I love, in whom I delight; j

  I will put my Spirit on him,
  and he will proclaim justice to 

the nations.
 19 He will not quarrel or cry out;
  no one will hear his voice in the 

streets.
 20 A bruised reed he will not break,
  and a smoldering wick he will 

not snuff out,
  till he has brought justice through 

to victory.
 21 In his name the nations will put 

their hope.” c k

go down to  Hades. a k For if the mir a cles 
that were per formed in you had been 
per formed in Sod om, it  would have re
mained to this day. 24 But I tell you that 
it will be more bear able for Sod om on 
the day of judg ment than for you.” l

The Father Revealed in the Son
11:25-27pp —  Lk 10:21,22

25 At that time  Jesus said, “I  praise 
you, Fa ther, m Lord of heav en and 
 earth, be cause you have hid den  these 
 things from the wise and  learned, 
and re vealed them to lit tle chil dren. n 
26 Yes, Fa ther, for this is what you were 
 pleased to do.

27 “All  things have been com mit ted 
to me o by my Fa ther. p No one  knows 
the Son ex cept the Fa ther, and no one 
 knows the Fa ther ex cept the Son and 
 those to whom the Son choos es to re
veal him. q

28 “Come to me, r all you who are 
wea ry and bur dened, and I will give 
you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and 
 learn from me, s for I am gen tle and 
hum ble in  heart, and you will find rest 
for your  souls. t 30 For my yoke is easy 
and my bur den is light.” u

Jesus Is Lord of the Sabbath
12:1-8pp —  Mk 2:23-28; Lk 6:1-5
12:9-14pp —  Mk 3:1-6; Lk 6:6-11

12 At that time  Jesus went  through 
the grain fields on the Sab bath. 

His dis ci ples were hun gry and be gan 
to pick some  heads of  grain v and eat 
them. 2 When the Phar i sees saw this, 
they said to him, “Look! Your dis ci ples 
are do ing what is un law ful on the Sab
bath.” w

3 He an swered, “Haven’t you read 
what Da vid did when he and his com
pan ions were hun gry? x 4 He en tered 
the  house of God, and he and his com
pan ions ate the con se crat ed  bread —  
 which was not law ful for them to do, 
but only for the  priests. y 5 Or  haven’t 
you read in the Law that the  priests on 
Sab bath duty in the tem ple des e crate 
a 23 That is, the realm of the dead    b 7 Hosea 6:6    c 21 Isaiah 42:14    
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up in him. 36 But I tell you that every
one will have to give ac count on the 
day of judg ment for ev ery emp ty word 
they have spo ken. 37 For by your  words 
you will be ac quit ted, and by your 
 words you will be con demned.”

The Sign of Jonah
12:39-42pp —  Lk 11:29-32
12:43-45pp —  Lk 11:24-26

38 Then some of the Phar i sees and 
teach ers of the law said to him, “Teach
er, we want to see a sign from you.” z

39 He an swered, “A wick ed and adul
ter ous gen er a tion asks for a sign! But 
none will be giv en it ex cept the sign of 
the proph et Jo nah. a 40 For as Jo nah was 
 three days and  three  nights in the bel ly 
of a huge fish, b so the Son of Man c will 
be  three days and  three  nights in the 
 heart of the  earth. d 41 The men of Nin
e veh e will  stand up at the judg ment 
with this gen er a tion and con demn it; 
for they re pent ed at the preach ing of 
Jo nah, f and now some thing great er 
than Jo nah is here. 42 The  Queen of the 
 South will rise at the judg ment with 
this gen er a tion and con demn it; for 
she came g from the ends of the  earth 
to lis ten to Sol o mon’s wis dom, and 
now some thing great er than Sol o mon 
is here.

43 “When an im pure spir it  comes 
out of a per son, it goes  through arid 
plac es seek ing rest and does not find 
it. 44 Then it says, ‘I will re turn to the 
 house I left.’ When it ar rives, it  finds 
the  house un oc cu pied,  swept  clean 
and put in or der. 45 Then it goes and 
 takes with it sev en oth er spir its more 
wick ed than it self, and they go in and 
live  there. And the fi nal con di tion of 
that per son is  worse than the  first. h 
That is how it will be with this wick ed 
gen er a tion.”

Jesus’ Mother and Brothers
12:46-50pp —  Mk 3:31-35; Lk 8:19-21

46 While  Jesus was  still talk ing to the 
 crowd, his moth er i and broth ers j  stood 
out side, want ing to  speak to him. 

Jesus and Beelzebul
12:25-29pp —  Mk 3:23-27; Lk 11:17-22

22 Then they  brought him a de mon
pos sessed man who was  blind and 
mute, and  Jesus  healed him, so that he 
 could both talk and see. l 23 All the peo
ple were as ton ished and said, “Could 
this be the Son of Da vid?” m

24 But when the Phar i sees  heard 
this, they said, “It is only by Be el ze
bul, n the  prince of de mons, that this 
fel low  drives out de mons.” o

25 Jesus knew  their  thoughts p and 
said to them, “Ev ery king dom di vid ed 
 against it self will be ru ined, and ev
ery city or house hold di vid ed  against 
it self will not  stand. 26 If Sa tan q  drives 
out Sa tan, he is di vid ed  against him
self. How then can his king dom  stand? 
27 And if I  drive out de mons by Be el ze
bul, by whom do your peo ple r  drive 
them out? So then, they will be your 
judg es. 28 But if it is by the Spir it of God 
that I  drive out de mons, then the king
dom of God has come upon you.

29 “Or  again, how can any one en ter 
a  strong  man’s  house and car ry off his 
pos ses sions un less he  first ties up the 
 strong man? Then he can plun der his 
 house.

30 “Who ev er is not with me is  against 
me, and who ev er does not gath er with 
me scat ters. s 31 And so I tell you, ev
ery kind of sin and slander can be 
for giv en, but blas phe my  against the 
Spir it will not be for giv en. t 32 Any one 
who  speaks a word  against the Son of 
Man will be for giv en, but any one who 
 speaks  against the Holy Spir it will not 
be for giv en, ei ther in this age u or in the 
age to come. v

33 “Make a tree good and its  fruit 
will be good, or make a tree bad and 
its  fruit will be bad, for a tree is rec
og nized by its  fruit. w 34 You  brood of 
vi pers, x how can you who are evil say 
any thing good? For the  mouth  speaks y 
what the heart is full of. 35 A good man 
 brings good  things out of the good 
 stored up in him, and an evil man 
 brings evil  things out of the evil  stored 
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14 In them is ful filled the proph e cy of 
Isa iah:

  “ ‘You will be ever hearing but 
never understanding;

  you will be ever seeing but never 
perceiving.

 15 For this people’s heart has become 
calloused;

  they hardly hear with their ears,
  and they have closed their eyes.
  Otherwise they might see with 

their eyes,
  hear with their ears,
  understand with their hearts
  and turn, and I would heal them.’ a s

16 But  blessed are your eyes be cause 
they see, and your ears be cause they 
hear. t 17 For tru ly I tell you, many proph
ets and righ teous peo ple  longed to see 
what you see u but did not see it, and to 
hear what you hear but did not hear it.

18 “Lis ten then to what the par a ble 
of the sow er  means: 19 When any one 
hears the mes sage  about the king dom v 
and does not un der stand it, the evil 
one w  comes and snatch es away what 
was sown in  their  heart. This is the 
seed sown  along the path. 20 The seed 
fall ing on  rocky  ground re fers to some
one who hears the word and at once re
ceives it with joy. 21 But  since they have 
no root, they last only a  short time. 
When trou ble or per se cu tion  comes 
be cause of the word, they quick ly fall 
away. x 22 The seed fall ing  among the 
 thorns re fers to some one who hears 
the word, but the wor ries of this life 
and the de ceit ful ness of  wealth y  choke 
the word, mak ing it un fruit ful. 23 But 
the seed fall ing on good soil re fers to 
some one who hears the word and un
der stands it. This is the one who pro
duces a crop, yield ing a hun dred, six ty 
or thir ty  times what was sown.” z

The Parable of the Weeds
24 Jesus told them an oth er par a

ble: “The king dom of heav en is like a a 
man who  sowed good seed in his  field. 

47 Some one told him, “Your moth
er and broth ers are stand ing out side, 
want ing to  speak to you.”

48 He re plied to him, “Who is my 
moth er, and who are my broth ers?” 
49 Point ing to his dis ci ples, he said, 
“Here are my moth er and my broth
ers. 50 For who ev er does the will of my 
Fa ther in heav en k is my broth er and 
sis ter and moth er.”

The Parable of the Sower
13:1-15pp —  Mk 4:1-12; Lk 8:4-10
13:16,17pp —  Lk 10:23,24
13:18-23pp —  Mk 4:13-20; Lk 8:11-15

13 That same day  Jesus went out of 
the  house l and sat by the lake. 

2 Such  large  crowds gath ered  around 
him that he got into a boat m and sat 
in it,  while all the peo ple  stood on the 
 shore. 3 Then he told them many  things 
in par a bles, say ing: “A farm er went out 
to sow his seed. 4 As he was scat ter ing 
the seed, some fell  along the path, and 
the  birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell 
on  rocky plac es,  where it did not have 
much soil. It  sprang up quick ly, be cause 
the soil was shal low. 6 But when the sun 
came up, the  plants were  scorched, 
and they with ered be cause they had 
no root. 7 Oth er seed fell  among  thorns, 
 which grew up and  choked the  plants. 
8 Still oth er seed fell on good soil,  where 
it pro duced a crop —  a hun dred, n six ty 
or thir ty  times what was sown. 9 Who
ev er has ears, let them hear.” o

10 The dis ci ples came to him and 
 asked, “Why do you  speak to the peo
ple in par a bles?”

11 He re plied, “Be cause the knowl
edge of the se crets of the king dom of 
heav en has been giv en to you, p but not 
to them. 12 Who ever has will be giv en 
more, and they will have an abun dance. 
Who ever does not have, even what they 
have will be tak en from them. q 13 This is 
why I  speak to them in par a bles:

  “Though seeing, they do not see;
  though hearing, they do not hear 

or understand. r

a 15 Isaiah 6:9,10 (see Septuagint)    
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into the  house. His dis ci ples came to 
him and said, “Ex plain to us the par a
ble k of the  weeds in the field.”

37 He an swered, “The one who 
 sowed the good seed is the Son of 
Man. l 38 The  field is the  world, and the 
good seed  stands for the peo ple of the 
king dom. The  weeds are the peo ple of 
the evil one, m 39 and the en e my who 
sows them is the dev il. The har vest n is 
the end of the age, o and the har vest ers 
are an gels. p

40 “As the  weeds are  pulled up and 
 burned in the fire, so it will be at the 
end of the age. 41 The Son of Man q will 
send out his an gels, r and they will 
weed out of his king dom ev ery thing 
that caus es sin and all who do evil. 
42 They will  throw them into the blaz
ing fur nace,  where  there will be weep
ing and gnash ing of  teeth. s 43 Then the 
righ teous will  shine like the sun t in the 
king dom of  their Fa ther. Who ev er has 
ears, let them hear. u

The Parables of the Hidden 
Treasure and the Pearl

44 “The king dom of heav en is like v 
trea sure hid den in a  field. When a 
man  found it, he hid it  again, and then 
in his joy went and sold all he had and 
 bought that field. w

45 “Again, the king dom of heav en 
is like x a mer chant look ing for fine 
 pearls. 46 When he  found one of  great 
val ue, he went away and sold ev ery
thing he had and  bought it.

The Parable of the Net
47 “Once  again, the king dom of 

heav en is like y a net that was let down 
into the lake and  caught all  kinds z of 
fish. 48 When it was full, the fish er men 
 pulled it up on the  shore. Then they 
sat down and col lect ed the good fish 
in bas kets, but  threw the bad away. 
49 This is how it will be at the end of 
the age. The an gels will come and sep
a rate the wick ed from the righ teous a 
50 and  throw them into the blaz ing  

25 But  while ev ery one was sleep ing, his 
en e my came and  sowed  weeds  among 
the  wheat, and went away. 26 When the 
 wheat sprout ed and  formed  heads, 
then the  weeds also ap peared.

27 “The own er’s ser vants came to 
him and said, ‘Sir,  didn’t you sow good 
seed in your  field?  Where then did the 
 weeds come from?’

28 “ ‘An en e my did this,’ he re plied.
“The ser vants  asked him, ‘Do you 

want us to go and pull them up?’
29 “ ‘No,’ he an swered, ‘be cause 

 while you are pull ing the  weeds, you 
may up root the  wheat with them. 30 Let 
both grow to geth er un til the har vest. 
At that time I will tell the har vest ers: 
 First col lect the  weeds and tie them in 
bun dles to be  burned; then gath er the 
 wheat and  bring it into my barn.’ ” b

The Parables of the Mustard Seed 
and the Yeast
13:31,32pp —  Mk 4:30-32
13:31-33pp —  Lk 13:18-21

31 He told them an oth er par a ble: 
“The king dom of heav en is like c a 
mus tard seed, d  which a man took and 
plant ed in his  field. 32 Though it is the 
small est of all  seeds, yet when it  grows, 
it is the larg est of gar den  plants and 
be comes a tree, so that the  birds come 
and  perch in its branch es.” e

33 He told them  still an oth er par a ble: 
“The king dom of heav en is like f  yeast 
that a wom an took and  mixed into 
 about six ty  pounds a of  flour g un til it 
 worked all  through the dough.” h

34 Jesus  spoke all  these  things to the 
 crowd in par a bles; he did not say any
thing to them with out us ing a par a ble. i 
35 So was ful filled what was spo ken 
 through the proph et:

  “I will open my mouth in parables,
  I will utter things hidden since 

the creation of the world.” b j

The Parable of the Weeds Explained
36 Then he left the  crowd and went 

a 33 Or about 27 kilograms    b 35 Psalm 78:2    
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ter of He ro di as  danced for the guests 
and  pleased Her od so much 7 that he 
prom ised with an oath to give her 
what ev er she  asked. 8 Prompt ed by her 
moth er, she said, “Give me here on a 
plat ter the head of John the Bap tist.” 
9 The king was dis tressed, but be cause 
of his  oaths and his din ner  guests, 
he or dered that her re quest be grant
ed 10 and had John be head ed q in the 
pris on. 11 His head was  brought in on 
a plat ter and giv en to the girl, who car
ried it to her moth er. 12 John’s dis ci ples 
came and took his body and bur ied it. r 
Then they went and told  Jesus.

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
14:13-21pp —  Mk 6:32-44; Lk 9:10-17; 

Jn 6:1-13
14:13-21Ref —  Mt 15:32-38

13 When  Jesus  heard what had hap
pened, he with drew by boat pri vate ly 
to a sol i tary  place. Hear ing of this, the 
 crowds fol lowed him on foot from the 
 towns. 14 When  Jesus land ed and saw 
a  large  crowd, he had com pas sion on 
them s and  healed  their sick. t

15 As eve ning ap proached, the dis ci
ples came to him and said, “This is a 
re mote  place, and it’s al ready get ting 
late. Send the  crowds away, so they 
can go to the vil lag es and buy them
selves some food.”

16 Jesus re plied, “They do not need 
to go away. You give them some thing 
to eat.”

17 “We have here only five  loaves u of 
 bread and two fish,” they an swered.

18 “Bring them here to me,” he said. 
19 And he di rect ed the peo ple to sit 
down on the  grass. Tak ing the five 
 loaves and the two fish and look ing up 
to heav en, he gave  thanks and  broke 
the  loaves. v Then he gave them to the 
dis ci ples, and the dis ci ples gave them 
to the peo ple. 20 They all ate and were 
sat is fied, and the dis ci ples  picked up 
 twelve bas ket fuls of bro ken piec es that 
were left over. 21 The num ber of  those 
who ate was  about five thou sand men, 
be sides wom en and chil dren.

fur nace,  where  there will be weep ing 
and gnash ing of teeth. b

51 “Have you un der stood all  these 
 things?”  Jesus asked.

“Yes,” they re plied.
52 He said to them, “There fore ev ery 

teach er of the law who has be come a 
dis ci ple in the king dom of heav en is 
like the own er of a  house who  brings 
out of his store room new trea sures as 
well as old.”

A Prophet Without Honor
13:54-58pp —  Mk 6:1-6

53 When  Jesus had fin ished  these 
par a bles, c he  moved on from  there. 
54 Com ing to his home town, he be
gan teach ing the peo ple in  their syn
a gogue, d and they were  amazed. e 
“Where did this man get this wis dom 
and  these mi rac u lous pow ers?” they 
 asked. 55 “Isn’t this the car pen ter’s 
son? f  Isn’t his moth er’s g name Mary, 
and  aren’t his broth ers  James, Jo seph, 
Si mon and Ju das? 56 Aren’t all his sis
ters with us?  Where then did this man 
get all  these  things?” 57 And they took 
of fense h at him.

But  Jesus said to them, “A proph et is 
not with out hon or except in his own 
 town and in his own  home.” i

58 And he did not do many mir a cles 
 there be cause of  their lack of faith.

John the Baptist Beheaded
14:1-12pp —  Mk 6:14-29

14 At that time Her od j the te trarch 
 heard the re ports  about  Jesus, k 

2 and he said to his at ten dants, “This is 
John the Bap tist; l he has ris en from the 
dead! That is why mi rac u lous pow ers 
are at work in him.”

3 Now Her od had ar rest ed John and 
 bound him and put him in pris on m 
be cause of He ro di as, his broth er Phil
ip’s wife, n 4 for John had been say ing 
to him: “It is not law ful for you to have 
her.” o 5 Her od want ed to kill John, but 
he was  afraid of the peo ple, be cause 
they con sid ered John a proph et. p

6 On Her od’s birth day the daugh
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2 “Why do your dis ci ples  break the tra
di tion of the el ders? They  don’t wash 
 their  hands be fore they eat!” d

3 Jesus re plied, “And why do you 
 break the com mand of God for the 
sake of your tra di tion? 4 For God said, 
‘Hon or your fa ther and moth er’ a e and 
‘Any one who curs es  their fa ther or 
moth er is to be put to  death.’ b f 5 But 
you say that if any one de clares that 
what  might have been used to help 
 their fa ther or moth er is ‘de vot ed to 
God,’ 6 they are not to ‘hon or  their fa
ther or moth er’ with it. Thus you nul li
fy the word of God for the sake of your 
tra di tion. 7 You hyp o crites! Isa iah was 
 right when he proph e sied  about you:

 8 “ ‘These people honor me with their 
lips,

  but their hearts are far from me.
 9 They worship me in vain;
  their teachings are merely 

human rules. g’ c h”
10 Jesus  called the  crowd to him 

and said, “Lis ten and un der stand. 
11 What goes into some one’s  mouth 
does not de file them, i but what  comes 
out of their  mouth, that is what de files 
them.” j

12 Then the dis ci ples came to him 
and  asked, “Do you know that the 
Phar i sees were of fend ed when they 
 heard this?”

13 He re plied, “Ev ery  plant that my 
heav en ly Fa ther has not plant ed k will 
be  pulled up by the  roots. 14 Leave 
them; they are  blind  guides. d l If the 
 blind lead the  blind, both will fall into 
a pit.” m

15 Pe ter said, “Ex plain the par a ble 
to us.” n

16 “Are you  still so dull?” o  Jesus  asked 
them. 17 “Don’t you see that what ev er 
en ters the  mouth goes into the stom
ach and then out of the body? 18 But 
the  things that come out of a per son’s 
 mouth come from the  heart, p and 
 these de file them. 19 For out of the  heart 
come evil  thoughts —  mur der, adul

Jesus Walks on the Water
14:22-33pp —  Mk 6:45-51; Jn 6:16-21
14:34-36pp —  Mk 6:53-56

22 Im me di ate ly  Jesus made the dis ci
ples get into the boat and go on  ahead 
of him to the oth er side,  while he dis
missed the  crowd. 23 Af ter he had dis
missed them, he went up on a moun
tain side by him self to pray. w Later that 
night, he was  there  alone, 24 and the 
boat was al ready a con sid er able dis
tance from land, buf fet ed by the  waves 
be cause the wind was  against it.

25 Short ly be fore dawn  Jesus went out 
to them, walk ing on the lake. 26 When 
the dis ci ples saw him walk ing on the 
lake, they were ter ri fied. “It’s a  ghost,” x 
they said, and  cried out in fear.

27 But  Jesus im me di ate ly said to 
them: “Take cour age! y It is I.  Don’t be 
afraid.” z

28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Pe ter re plied, 
“tell me to come to you on the wa ter.”

29 “Come,” he said.
Then Pe ter got down out of the boat, 

 walked on the wa ter and came to ward 
 Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, 
he was  afraid and, be gin ning to sink, 
 cried out, “Lord, save me!”

31 Im me di ate ly  Jesus  reached out 
his hand and  caught him. “You of lit tle 
 faith,” a he said, “why did you doubt?”

32 And when they  climbed into the 
boat, the wind died down. 33 Then  those 
who were in the boat wor shiped him, 
say ing, “Tru ly you are the Son of God.” b

34 When they had  crossed over, they 
land ed at Gen nes a ret. 35 And when the 
men of that  place rec og nized  Jesus, 
they sent word to all the sur round ing 
coun try. Peo ple  brought all  their sick 
to him 36 and  begged him to let the sick 
just  touch the edge of his  cloak, c and 
all who  touched it were healed.

That Which Defiles
15:1-20pp —  Mk 7:1-23

15 Then some Phar i sees and 
teach ers of the law came to 

 Jesus from Je ru sa lem and  asked, 
a 4 Exodus 20:12; Deut. 5:16    b 4 Exodus 21:17; Lev. 20:9    c 9 Isaiah 29:13    d 14 Some manuscripts blind 
guides of the blind    
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peo ple; a they have al ready been with 
me  three days and have noth ing to eat. 
I do not want to send them away hun
gry, or they may col lapse on the way.”

33 His dis ci ples an swered, “Where 
 could we get  enough  bread in this re
mote  place to feed such a crowd?”

34 “How many  loaves do you have?” 
 Jesus asked.

“Sev en,” they re plied, “and a few 
 small fish.”

35 He told the  crowd to sit down on 
the  ground. 36 Then he took the sev
en  loaves and the fish, and when he 
had giv en  thanks, he  broke them b and 
gave them to the dis ci ples, and they in 
turn to the peo ple. 37 They all ate and 
were sat is fied. Af ter ward the dis ci ples 
 picked up sev en bas ket fuls of bro ken 
piec es that were left over. c 38 The num
ber of  those who ate was four thou
sand men, be sides wom en and chil
dren. 39 Af ter  Jesus had sent the  crowd 
away, he got into the boat and went to 
the vi cin i ty of Mag a dan.

The Demand for a Sign
16:1-12pp —  Mk 8:11-21

16 The Phar i sees and Sad du cees d 
came to  Jesus and test ed him 

by ask ing him to show them a sign 
from heav en. e

2 He re plied, “When eve ning  comes, 
you say, ‘It will be fair weath er, for the 
sky is red,’ 3 and in the morn ing, ‘To day 
it will be  stormy, for the sky is red and 
over cast.’ You know how to in ter pret 
the ap pear ance of the sky, but you can
not in ter pret the  signs of the  times. a f 
4 A wick ed and adul ter ous gen er a tion 
 looks for a sign, but none will be giv en 
it ex cept the sign of Jo nah.” g  Jesus then 
left them and went away.

The Yeast of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees

5 When they went  across the lake, 
the dis ci ples for got to take  bread. 
6 “Be care ful,”  Jesus said to them. “Be 
on your  guard  against the  yeast of the 
Phar i sees and Sad du cees.” h

tery, sex u al im mo ral i ty,  theft,  false 
tes ti mo ny, slan der. q 20 These are what 
de file a per son; r but eat ing with un
washed  hands does not de file them.”

The Faith of a Canaanite Woman
15:21-28pp —  Mk 7:24-30

21 Leav ing that  place,  Jesus with
drew to the re gion of Tyre and Si don. s 
22 A Ca naan ite wom an from that vi
cin i ty came to him, cry ing out, “Lord, 
Son of Da vid, t have mer cy on me! My 
daugh ter is de monpos sessed and suf
fer ing ter ri bly.” u

23 Jesus did not an swer a word. So 
his dis ci ples came to him and  urged 
him, “Send her away, for she  keeps 
cry ing out af ter us.”

24 He an swered, “I was sent only to 
the lost  sheep of Is ra el.” v

25 The wom an came and  knelt be
fore him. w “Lord, help me!” she said.

26 He re plied, “It is not  right to take 
the chil dren’s  bread and toss it to the 
dogs.”

27 “Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even 
the dogs eat the  crumbs that fall from 
 their mas ter’s ta ble.”

28 Then  Jesus said to her, “Wom an, 
you have  great  faith! x Your re quest 
is grant ed.” And her daugh ter was 
 healed at that moment.

Jesus Feeds the Four Thousand
15:29-31pp —  Mk 7:31-37
15:32-39pp —  Mk 8:1-10
15:32-39Ref —  Mt 14:13-21

29 Jesus left  there and went  along the 
Sea of Gal i lee. Then he went up on a 
moun tain side and sat down. 30 Great 
 crowds came to him, bring ing the 
lame, the  blind, the crip pled, the mute 
and many oth ers, and laid them at his 
feet; and he  healed them. y 31 The peo ple 
were  amazed when they saw the mute 
speak ing, the crip pled made well, the 
lame walk ing and the  blind see ing. 
And they  praised the God of Is ra el. z

32 Jesus  called his dis ci ples to him 
and said, “I have com pas sion for  these 

a 2,3 Some early manuscripts do not have When evening comes . . . of the times.    
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 loosed in heav en.” t 20 Then he or dered 
his dis ci ples not to tell any one u that he 
was the Mes si ah.

Jesus Predicts His Death
16:21-28pp —  Mk 8:31 –  9:1; Lk 9:22-27

21 From that time on  Jesus be gan to 
ex plain to his dis ci ples that he must go 
to Je ru sa lem and suf fer many  things v 
at the  hands of the el ders, the  chief 
 priests and the teach ers of the law, and 
that he must be  killed and on the  third 
day w be  raised to life. x

22 Pe ter took him  aside and be gan 
to re buke him. “Nev er, Lord!” he said. 
“This  shall nev er hap pen to you!”

23 Jesus  turned and said to Pe ter, 
“Get be hind me, Sa tan! y You are a 
stum bling  block to me; you do not 
have in mind the con cerns of God, but 
mere ly hu man con cerns.”

24 Then  Jesus said to his dis ci ples, 
“Who ever  wants to be my dis ci ple 
must deny them selves and take up 
 their  cross and fol low me. z 25 For who
ev er  wants to save  their life d will lose 
it, but who ev er los es  their life for me 
will find it. a 26 What good will it be for 
some one to gain the  whole  world, yet 
for feit their soul? Or what can any one 
give in ex change for their soul? 27 For 
the Son of Man b is go ing to come c in 
his Fa ther’s glo ry with his an gels, and 
then he will re ward each per son ac
cord ing to what they have done. d

28 “Tru ly I tell you, some who are 
stand ing here will not  taste  death be
fore they see the Son of Man com ing in 
his king dom.”

The Transfiguration
17:1-8pp —  Lk 9:28-36
17:1-13pp —  Mk 9:2-13

17 Af ter six days  Jesus took with 
him Pe ter,  James and John the 

broth er of  James, and led them up a 
high moun tain by them selves. 2 There 
he was trans fig ured be fore them. His 
face  shone like the sun, and his  clothes 

7 They dis cussed this  among them
selves and said, “It is be cause we  didn’t 
 bring any bread.”

8 Aware of  their dis cus sion,  Jesus 
 asked, “You of lit tle  faith, i why are you 
talk ing  among your selves  about hav
ing no  bread? 9 Do you  still not un der
stand?  Don’t you re mem ber the five 
 loaves for the five thou sand, and how 
many bas ket fuls you gath ered? j 10 Or 
the sev en  loaves for the four thou
sand, and how many bas ket fuls you 
gath ered? k 11 How is it you  don’t un
der stand that I was not talk ing to you 
 about  bread? But be on your  guard 
 against the  yeast of the Phar i sees and 
Sad du cees.” 12 Then they un der stood 
that he was not tell ing them to  guard 
 against the  yeast used in  bread, but 
 against the teach ing of the Phar i sees 
and Sad du cees. l

Peter Declares That Jesus Is the 
Messiah
16:13-16pp —  Mk 8:27-29; Lk 9:18-20

13 When  Jesus came to the re gion of 
Caes a rea Phi lip pi, he  asked his dis ci
ples, “Who do peo ple say the Son of 
Man is?”

14 They re plied, “Some say John the 
Bap tist; m oth ers say Eli jah; and  still 
oth ers, Jer e mi ah or one of the proph
ets.” n

15 “But what  about you?” he  asked. 
“Who do you say I am?”

16 Si mon Pe ter an swered, “You are 
the Mes si ah, the Son of the liv ing 
God.” o

17 Jesus re plied, “Blessed are you, Si
mon son of Jo nah, for this was not re
vealed to you by  flesh and  blood, p but 
by my Fa ther in heav en. 18 And I tell 
you that you are Pe ter, a q and on this 
rock I will  build my  church, r and the 
 gates of  Hades b will not over come it. 
19 I will give you the keys s of the king
dom of heav en; what ev er you bind on 
 earth will be c  bound in heav en, and 
what ev er you  loose on  earth will be c 
a 18 The Greek word for Peter means rock.    b 18 That is, the realm of the dead    c 19 Or will have been    
d 25 The Greek word means either life or soul ; also in verse 26.    
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to me.” 18 Jesus re buked the de mon, 
and it came out of the boy, and he was 
 healed at that mo ment.

19 Then the dis ci ples came to  Jesus 
in pri vate and  asked, “Why  couldn’t 
we  drive it out?”

20 He re plied, “Be cause you have so 
lit tle  faith. Tru ly I tell you, if you have 
 faith p as  small as a mus tard seed, q you 
can say to this moun tain, ‘Move from 
here to  there,’ and it will move. r Noth
ing will be im pos si ble for you.” [21] a

Jesus Predicts His Death a Second 
Time

22 When they came to geth er in Gal i
lee, he said to them, “The Son of Man s 
is go ing to be de liv ered in to the  hands 
of men. 23 They will kill him, t and on 
the  third day u he will be  raised to life.” v 
And the dis ci ples were  filled with grief.

The Temple Tax
24 Af ter  Jesus and his dis ci ples ar

rived in Ca per na um, the col lec tors of 
the twodrach ma tem ple tax w came to 
Pe ter and  asked, “Doesn’t your teach er 
pay the tem ple tax?”

25 “Yes, he does,” he re plied.
When Pe ter came into the  house, 

 Jesus was the  first to  speak. “What do 
you  think, Si mon?” he  asked. “From 
whom do the  kings of the  earth col lect 
duty and tax es x —  from  their own chil
dren or from oth ers?”

26 “From oth ers,” Pe ter an swered.
“Then the chil dren are ex empt,” 

 Jesus said to him. 27 “But so that we may 
not  cause of fense, y go to the lake and 
 throw out your line. Take the  first fish 
you  catch; open its  mouth and you will 
find a fourdrach ma coin. Take it and 
give it to them for my tax and yours.”

The Greatest in the Kingdom 
of Heaven
18:1-5pp —  Mk 9:33-37; Lk 9:46-48

18 At that time the dis ci ples came 
to  Jesus and  asked, “Who, then,  

is the great est in the king dom of  
heav en?”

be came as  white as the  light. 3 Just 
then  there ap peared be fore them Mo
ses and Eli jah, talk ing with  Jesus.

4 Pe ter said to  Jesus, “Lord, it is good 
for us to be here. If you wish, I will put 
up  three shel ters —  one for you, one for 
Mo ses and one for Eli jah.”

5 While he was  still speak ing, a 
 bright  cloud cov ered them, and a 
 voice from the  cloud said, “This is my 
Son, whom I love; with him I am well 
 pleased. e Lis ten to him!” f

6 When the dis ci ples  heard this, they 
fell face down to the  ground, ter ri fied. 
7 But  Jesus came and  touched them. 
“Get up,” he said. “Don’t be  afraid.” g 
8 When they  looked up, they saw no 
one ex cept  Jesus.

9 As they were com ing down the 
moun tain,  Jesus in struct ed them, 
“Don’t tell any one h what you have 
seen, un til the Son of Man i has been 
 raised from the dead.” j

10 The dis ci ples  asked him, “Why 
then do the teach ers of the law say that 
Eli jah must come first?”

11 Jesus re plied, “To be sure, Eli jah 
 comes and will re store all  things. k 12 But 
I tell you, Eli jah has al ready come, l and 
they did not rec og nize him, but have 
done to him ev ery thing they  wished. m 
In the same way the Son of Man is go
ing to suf fer n at  their  hands.” 13 Then 
the dis ci ples un der stood that he was 
talk ing to them  about John the Bap tist.

Jesus Heals a Demon-Possessed Boy
17:14-19pp —  Mk 9:14-28; Lk 9:37-42

14 When they came to the  crowd, a 
man ap proached  Jesus and  knelt be
fore him. 15 “Lord, have mer cy on my 
son,” he said. “He has sei zures o and 
is suf fer ing great ly. He of ten  falls into 
the fire or into the wa ter. 16 I  brought 
him to your dis ci ples, but they  could 
not heal him.”

17 “You un be liev ing and per verse 
gen er a tion,”  Jesus re plied, “how long 
 shall I stay with you? How long  shall 
I put up with you?  Bring the boy here 

a 21 Some manuscripts include here words similar to Mark 9:29.    
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wan der off. 14 In the same way your Fa
ther in heav en is not will ing that any of 
 these lit tle ones  should per ish.

Dealing With Sin in the Church
15 “If your broth er or sis ter b sins, c 

go and  point out their  fault, j just be
tween the two of you. If they lis ten to 
you, you have won them over. 16 But 
if they will not lis ten, take one or two 
oth ers  along, so that ‘ev ery mat ter may 
be es tab lished by the tes ti mo ny of two 
or  three wit ness es.’ d k 17 If they  still 
refuse to lis ten, tell it to the  church; l 
and if they refuse to lis ten even to the 
 church,  treat them as you  would a pa
gan or a tax col lec tor. m

18 “Tru ly I tell you, what ev er you 
bind on  earth will be e  bound in heav
en, and what ev er you  loose on  earth 
will be e  loosed in heav en. n

19 “Again, tru ly I tell you that if two 
of you on  earth  agree  about any thing 
they ask for, it will be done for them o 
by my Fa ther in heav en. 20 For  where 
two or  three gath er in my name,  there 
am I with them.”

The Parable of the Unmerciful 
Servant

21 Then Pe ter came to  Jesus and 
 asked, “Lord, how many  times  shall I 
for give my broth er or sis ter who sins 
 against me? p Up to sev en times?” q

22 Jesus an swered, “I tell you, not sev
en  times, but sev en tysev en times. f r

23 “There fore, the king dom of heav
en is like s a king who want ed to set
tle ac counts t with his ser vants. 24 As 
he be gan the set tle ment, a man who 
owed him ten thou sand bags of gold g 
was  brought to him. 25 Since he was 
not able to pay, u the mas ter or dered 
that he and his wife and his chil dren 
and all that he had be sold v to re pay 
the debt.

26 “At this the ser vant fell on his 
 knees be fore him. w ‘Be pa tient with 

2 He  called a lit tle  child to him, and 
 placed the  child  among them. 3 And 
he said: “Tru ly I tell you, un less you 
 change and be come like lit tle chil
dren, z you will nev er en ter the king
dom of heav en. a 4 There fore, who ev er 
 takes the low ly po si tion of this  child is 
the great est in the king dom of heav
en. b 5 And who ev er wel comes one such 
 child in my name wel comes me. c

Causing to Stumble
6 “If any one caus es one of  these lit

tle ones —   those who be lieve in me —  
to stum ble, it  would be bet ter for them 
to have a  large mill stone hung  around 
 their neck and to be  drowned in the 
 depths of the sea. d 7 Woe to the  world 
be cause of the  things that  cause peo
ple to stum ble! Such  things must 
come, but woe to the per son  through 
whom they come! e 8 If your hand or 
your foot caus es you to stum ble, f cut 
it off and  throw it away. It is bet ter for 
you to en ter life  maimed or crip pled 
than to have two  hands or two feet 
and be  thrown into eter nal fire. 9 And 
if your eye caus es you to stum ble, g 
 gouge it out and  throw it away. It is 
bet ter for you to en ter life with one eye 
than to have two eyes and be  thrown 
into the fire of hell. h

The Parable of the Wandering 
Sheep
18:12-14pp —  Lk 15:4-7

10 “See that you do not de spise one 
of  these lit tle ones. For I tell you that 
 their an gels i in heav en al ways see the 
face of my Fa ther in heav en. [11] a

12 “What do you  think? If a man 
owns a hun dred  sheep, and one of 
them wan ders away, will he not  leave 
the nine tynine on the  hills and go to 
look for the one that wan dered off ? 
13 And if he  finds it, tru ly I tell you, he 
is hap pi er  about that one  sheep than 
 about the nine tynine that did not 
a 11 Some manuscripts include here the words of Luke 19:10.    b 15 The Greek word for brother or sister (adelphos) 
refers here to a fellow disciple, whether man or woman; also in verses 21 and 35.    c 15 Some manuscripts sins 
against you    d 16 Deut. 19:15    e 18 Or will have been    f 22 Or seventy times seven    g 24 Greek ten thousand 
talents; a talent was worth about 20 years of a day laborer’s wages.    
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said, ‘For this rea son a man will  leave 
his fa ther and moth er and be unit ed to 
his wife, and the two will be come one 
 flesh’ c ? c 6 So they are no lon ger two, 
but one  flesh. There fore what God has 
 joined to geth er, let no one sep a rate.”

7 “Why then,” they  asked, “did Mo
ses com mand that a man give his wife 
a cer tif i cate of di vorce and send her 
away?” d

8 Jesus re plied, “Mo ses per mit ted 
you to di vorce your  wives be cause your 
 hearts were hard. But it was not this 
way from the be gin ning. 9 I tell you that 
any one who di vorc es his wife, ex cept 
for sex u al im mo ral i ty, and mar ries an
oth er wom an com mits adul tery.” e

10 The dis ci ples said to him, “If this 
is the sit u a tion be tween a hus band 
and wife, it is bet ter not to mar ry.”

11 Jesus re plied, “Not ev ery one can 
ac cept this word, but only  those to 
whom it has been giv en. f 12 For there 
are eu nuchs who were born that way, 
and there are eu nuchs who have been 
made eu nuchs by others —  and there 
are those who choose to live like eu
nuchs for the sake of the king dom of 
heav en. The one who can ac cept this 
 should ac cept it.”

The Little Children and Jesus
19:13-15pp —  Mk 10:13-16; Lk 18:15-17

13 Then peo ple  brought lit tle chil
dren to  Jesus for him to  place his 
 hands on them g and pray for them. But 
the dis ci ples re buked them.

14 Jesus said, “Let the lit tle chil dren 
come to me, and do not hin der them, 
for the king dom of heav en be longs h to 
such as  these.” i 15 When he had  placed 
his  hands on them, he went on from 
there.

The Rich and the Kingdom of God
19:16-29pp —  Mk 10:17-30; Lk 18:18-30

16 Just then a man came up to  Jesus 
and  asked, “Teach er, what good  thing 
must I do to get eter nal life j?” k

me,’ he  begged, ‘and I will pay back ev
ery thing.’ 27 The ser vant’s mas ter took 
pity on him, can celed the debt and let 
him go.

28 “But when that ser vant went 
out, he  found one of his fel low ser
vants who owed him a hun dred sil ver 
 coins. a He  grabbed him and be gan to 
 choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe 
me!’ he de mand ed.

29 “His fel low ser vant fell to his  knees 
and  begged him, ‘Be pa tient with me, 
and I will pay it back.’

30 “But he re fused. In stead, he went 
off and had the man  thrown into pris
on un til he  could pay the debt. 31 When 
the oth er ser vants saw what had hap
pened, they were out raged and went 
and told  their mas ter ev ery thing that 
had hap pened.

32 “Then the mas ter  called the ser
vant in. ‘You wick ed ser vant,’ he said, 
‘I can celed all that debt of  yours be
cause you  begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t 
you have had mer cy on your fel low 
ser vant just as I had on you?’ 34 In an
ger his mas ter hand ed him over to the 
jail ers to be tor tured, un til he  should 
pay back all he owed.

35 “This is how my heav en ly Fa ther 
will  treat each of you un less you for
give your broth er or sis ter from your 
heart.” x

Divorce
19:1-9pp —  Mk 10:1-12

19 When  Jesus had fin ished say
ing  these  things, y he left Gal i

lee and went into the re gion of Ju dea 
to the oth er side of the Jor dan. 2 Large 
 crowds fol lowed him, and he  healed 
them z there.

3 Some Phar i sees came to him to test 
him. They  asked, “Is it law ful for a man 
to di vorce his wife a for any and ev ery 
rea son?”

4 “Haven’t you read,” he re plied, 
“that at the be gin ning the Cre a tor 
‘made them male and fe male,’ b b 5 and 
a 28 Greek a hundred denarii; a denarius was the usual daily wage of a day laborer (see 20:2).    b 4 Gen. 1:27    
c 5 Gen. 2:24    
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The Parable of the Workers 
in the Vineyard

20 “For the king dom of heav en 
is like z a land own er who went 

out ear ly in the morn ing to hire work
ers for his vine yard. a 2 He  agreed to pay 
them a de nar i us d for the day and sent 
them into his vine yard.

3 “About nine in the morn ing he 
went out and saw oth ers stand ing in 
the mar ket place do ing noth ing. 4 He 
told them, ‘You also go and work in my 
vine yard, and I will pay you what ev er 
is  right.’ 5 So they went.

“He went out  again  about noon and 
 about  three in the af ter noon and did 
the same  thing. 6 About five in the af
ter noon he went out and  found  still 
oth ers stand ing  around. He  asked 
them, ‘Why have you been stand ing 
here all day long do ing noth ing?’

7 “ ‘Be cause no one has  hired us,’ 
they an swered.

“He said to them, ‘You also go and 
work in my vine yard.’

8 “When eve ning came, b the own er 
of the vine yard said to his fore man, 
‘Call the work ers and pay them  their 
wag es, be gin ning with the last ones 
 hired and go ing on to the first.’

9 “The work ers who were  hired 
 about five in the af ter noon came and 
each re ceived a de nar i us. 10 So when 
 those came who were  hired  first, they 
ex pect ed to re ceive more. But each 
one of them also re ceived a de nar i us. 
11 When they re ceived it, they be gan 
to grum ble c  against the land own er. 
12 ‘These who were  hired last  worked 
only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you 
have made them  equal to us who have 
 borne the bur den of the work and the 
heat d of the day.’

13 “But he an swered one of them, ‘I 
am not be ing un fair to you, friend. e 
 Didn’t you  agree to work for a de nar
i us? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to 
give the one who was  hired last the 
same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the 

17 “Why do you ask me  about what 
is good?”  Jesus re plied. “There is only 
One who is good. If you want to en ter 
life, keep the com mand ments.” l

18 “Which ones?” he in quired.
Jesus re plied, “ ‘You  shall not mur

der, you  shall not com mit adul tery, m 
you  shall not  steal, you  shall not give 
 false tes ti mo ny, 19 hon or your fa ther 
and moth er,’ a n and ‘love your neigh
bor as your self.’ b ” o

20 “All  these I have kept,” the  young 
man said. “What do I  still lack?”

21 Jesus an swered, “If you want to be 
per fect, p go, sell your pos ses sions and 
give to the poor, q and you will have 
trea sure in heav en. r Then come, fol
low me.”

22 When the  young man  heard this, 
he went away sad, be cause he had 
 great wealth.

23 Then  Jesus said to his dis ci ples, 
“Tru ly I tell you, it is hard for some one 
who is rich s to en ter the king dom of 
heav en. 24 Again I tell you, it is eas i er 
for a cam el to go  through the eye of a 
nee dle than for some one who is rich to 
en ter the king dom of God.”

25 When the dis ci ples  heard this, 
they were great ly as ton ished and 
 asked, “Who then can be saved?”

26 Jesus  looked at them and said, 
“With man this is im pos si ble, but with 
God all  things are pos si ble.” t

27 Pe ter an swered him, “We have left 
ev ery thing to fol low you! u What then 
will  there be for us?”

28 Jesus said to them, “Tru ly I tell 
you, at the re new al of all  things, when 
the Son of Man sits on his glo ri ous 
 throne, v you who have fol lowed me 
will also sit on  twelve  thrones, judg ing 
the  twelve  tribes of Is ra el. w 29 And ev
ery one who has left hous es or broth ers 
or sis ters or fa ther or moth er or wife c 
or chil dren or  fields for my sake will 
re ceive a hun dred  times as much and 
will in her it eter nal life. x 30 But many 
who are  first will be last, and many 
who are last will be first. y

a 19 Exodus 20:1216; Deut. 5:1620    b 19 Lev. 19:18    c 29 Some manuscripts do not have or wife.    d 2 A denarius 
was the usual daily wage of a day laborer.    
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27 and who ev er  wants to be  first must 
be your  slave —   28 just as the Son of 
Man v did not come to be  served, but 
to  serve, w and to give his life as a ran
som x for many.”

Two Blind Men Receive Sight
20:29-34pp —  Mk 10:46-52; Lk 18:35-43

29 As  Jesus and his dis ci ples were 
leav ing Jer i cho, a  large  crowd fol lowed 
him. 30 Two  blind men were sit ting by 
the road side, and when they  heard 
that  Jesus was go ing by, they shout
ed, “Lord, Son of Da vid, y have mer cy 
on us!”

31 The  crowd re buked them and told 
them to be qui et, but they shout ed all 
the loud er, “Lord, Son of Da vid, have 
mer cy on us!”

32 Jesus  stopped and  called them. 
“What do you want me to do for you?” 
he asked.

33 “Lord,” they an swered, “we want 
our sight.”

34 Jesus had com pas sion on them 
and  touched  their eyes. Im me di ate ly 
they re ceived  their  sight and fol lowed 
him.

Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King
21:1-9pp —  Mk 11:1-10; Lk 19:29-38
21:4-9pp —  Jn 12:12-15

21 As they ap proached Je ru sa lem 
and came to Beth pha ge on the 

 Mount of Ol ives, z  Jesus sent two dis ci
ples, 2 say ing to them, “Go to the vil
lage  ahead of you, and at once you will 
find a don key tied  there, with her colt 
by her. Un tie them and  bring them to 
me. 3 If any one says any thing to you, 
say that the Lord  needs them, and he 
will send them  right away.”

4 This took  place to ful fill what was 
spo ken  through the proph et:

 5 “Say to Daughter Zion,
  ‘See, your king comes to you,
  gentle and riding on a donkey,
  and on a colt, the foal of a 

donkey.’ ” a a

 right to do what I want with my own 
mon ey? Or are you en vi ous be cause I 
am gen er ous?’ f

16 “So the last will be  first, and the 
 first will be last.” g

Jesus Predicts His Death  
a Third Time
20:17-19pp —  Mk 10:32-34; Lk 18:31-33

17 Now  Jesus was go ing up to Je ru
sa lem. On the way, he took the  Twelve 
 aside and said to them, 18 “We are go
ing up to Je ru sa lem, h and the Son 
of Man i will be de liv ered over to the 
 chief  priests and the teach ers of the 
law. j They will con demn him to  death 
19 and will hand him over to the Gen
tiles to be  mocked and  flogged k and 
cru ci fied. l On the  third day m he will 
be  raised to life!” n

A Mother’s Request
20:20-28pp —  Mk 10:35-45

20 Then the moth er of Zeb e dee’s 
sons o came to  Jesus with her sons and, 
kneel ing down, p  asked a fa vor of him.

21 “What is it you want?” he asked.
She said, “Grant that one of  these 

two sons of mine may sit at your  right 
and the oth er at your left in your king
dom.” q

22 “You  don’t know what you are 
ask ing,”  Jesus said to them. “Can you 
 drink the cup r I am go ing to drink?”

“We can,” they an swered.
23 Jesus said to them, “You will in

deed  drink from my cup, s but to sit at 
my  right or left is not for me to  grant. 
 These plac es be long to  those for whom 
they have been pre pared by my Fa
ther.”

24 When the ten  heard  about this, 
they were in dig nant t with the two 
broth ers. 25 Jesus  called them to geth
er and said, “You know that the rul ers 
of the Gen tiles lord it over them, and 
 their high of fi cials ex er cise au thor i
ty over them. 26 Not so with you. In
stead, who ev er  wants to be come  great 
 among you must be your ser vant, u 

a 5 Zech. 9:9    
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17 And he left them and went out of 
the city to Beth a ny, p  where he  spent 
the night.

Jesus Curses a Fig Tree
21:18-22pp —  Mk 11:12-14,20-24

18 Ear ly in the morn ing, as  Jesus was 
on his way back to the city, he was 
hun gry. 19 See ing a fig tree by the road, 
he went up to it but  found noth ing on it 
ex cept  leaves. Then he said to it, “May 
you nev er bear  fruit  again!” Im me di
ate ly the tree with ered. q

20 When the dis ci ples saw this, they 
were  amazed. “How did the fig tree 
with er so quick ly?” they asked.

21 Jesus re plied, “Tru ly I tell you, if 
you have  faith and do not  doubt, r not 
only can you do what was done to the 
fig tree, but also you can say to this 
moun tain, ‘Go,  throw your self into 
the sea,’ and it will be done. 22 If you 
be lieve, you will re ceive what ev er you 
ask for s in prayer.”

The Authority of Jesus Questioned
21:23-27pp —  Mk 11:27-33; Lk 20:1-8

23 Jesus en tered the tem ple  courts, 
and,  while he was teach ing, the  chief 
 priests and the el ders of the peo ple 
came to him. “By what au thor i ty t are 
you do ing  these  things?” they  asked. 
“And who gave you this au thor i ty?”

24 Jesus re plied, “I will also ask you 
one ques tion. If you an swer me, I will 
tell you by what au thor i ty I am do
ing  these  things. 25 John’s bap tism —  
 where did it come from? Was it from 
heav en, or of hu man or i gin?”

They dis cussed it  among them selves 
and said, “If we say, ‘From heav en,’ he 
will ask, ‘Then why  didn’t you be lieve 
him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of hu man or i
gin’ —  we are  afraid of the peo ple, for 
they all hold that John was a proph et.” u

27 So they an swered  Jesus, “We  don’t 
know.”

Then he said, “Nei ther will I tell you 
by what au thor i ty I am do ing  these 
things.

6 The dis ci ples went and did as  Jesus 
had in struct ed them. 7 They  brought 
the don key and the colt and  placed 
 their  cloaks on them for  Jesus to sit 
on. 8 A very  large  crowd  spread  their 
 cloaks b on the road,  while oth ers cut 
branch es from the  trees and  spread 
them on the road. 9 The  crowds that 
went  ahead of him and  those that fol
lowed shout ed,

  “Hosanna a to the Son of David!” c

  “Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord!” b d

  “Hosanna a in the highest heaven!” e

10 When  Jesus en tered Je ru sa lem, 
the  whole city was  stirred and  asked, 
“Who is this?”

11 The  crowds an swered, “This is 
 Jesus, the proph et f from Naz a reth in 
Gal i lee.”

Jesus at the Temple
21:12-16pp —  Mk 11:15-18; Lk 19:45-47

12 Jesus en tered the tem ple  courts 
and  drove out all who were buy ing g 
and sell ing  there. He over turned the 
ta bles of the mon ey chang ers h and the 
bench es of  those sell ing  doves. i 13 “It is 
writ ten,” he said to them, “ ‘My  house 
will be  called a  house of  prayer,’ c j but 
you are mak ing it ‘a den of rob bers.’ d ” k

14 The  blind and the lame came 
to him at the tem ple, and he  healed 
them. l 15 But when the  chief  priests 
and the teach ers of the law saw the 
won der ful  things he did and the chil
dren shout ing in the tem ple  courts, 
“Ho san na to the Son of Da vid,” m they 
were in dig nant. n

16 “Do you hear what  these chil dren 
are say ing?” they  asked him.

“Yes,” re plied  Jesus, “have you nev
er read,

  “ ‘From the lips of children and 
infants

  you, Lord, have called forth your 
praise’ e ?” o

a 9 A Hebrew expression meaning “Save!” which became an exclamation of praise; also in verse 15    
b 9 Psalm 118:25,26    c 13 Isaiah 56:7    d 13 Jer. 7:11    e 16 Psalm 8:2 (see Septuagint)    
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41 “He will  bring  those wretch es to 
a wretch ed end,” l they re plied, “and 
he will rent the vine yard to oth er ten
ants, m who will give him his  share of 
the crop at har vest time.”

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you nev
er read in the Scrip tures:

  “ ‘The stone the builders rejected
  has become the cornerstone;
  the Lord has done this,
  and it is marvelous in our 

eyes’ a ? n

43 “There fore I tell you that the king
dom of God will be tak en away from 
you o and giv en to a peo ple who will 
pro duce its  fruit. 44 Any one who  falls 
on this  stone will be bro ken to piec
es; any one on whom it  falls will be 
crushed.” b p

45 When the  chief  priests and the 
Phar i sees  heard  Jesus’ par a bles, they 
knew he was talk ing  about them. 
46 They  looked for a way to ar rest him, 
but they were  afraid of the  crowd be
cause the peo ple held that he was a 
proph et. q

The Parable of the Wedding 
Banquet
22:2-14Ref —  Lk 14:16-24

22 Jesus  spoke to them  again in 
par a bles, say ing: 2 “The king

dom of heav en is like r a king who pre
pared a wed ding ban quet for his son. 
3 He sent his ser vants s to  those who 
had been in vit ed to the ban quet to 
tell them to come, but they re fused to 
come.

4 “Then he sent some more ser vants t 
and said, ‘Tell  those who have been in
vit ed that I have pre pared my din ner: 
My oxen and fat tened cat tle have been 
butch ered, and ev ery thing is  ready. 
Come to the wed ding ban quet.’

5 “But they paid no at ten tion and 
went off —  one to his  field, an oth er 
to his busi ness. 6 The rest  seized his 
ser vants, mis treat ed them and  killed 
them. 7 The king was en raged. He sent 

The Parable of the Two Sons
28 “What do you  think?  There was a 

man who had two sons. He went to the 
 first and said, ‘Son, go and work to day 
in the vine yard.’ v

29 “ ‘I will not,’ he an swered, but lat er 
he  changed his mind and went.

30 “Then the fa ther went to the oth er 
son and said the same  thing. He an
swered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go.

31 “Which of the two did what his fa
ther want ed?”

“The  first,” they an swered.
Jesus said to them, “Tru ly I tell 

you, the tax col lec tors w and the pros
ti tutes x are en ter ing the king dom of 
God  ahead of you. 32 For John came to 
you to show you the way of righ teous
ness, y and you did not be lieve him, but 
the tax col lec tors z and the pros ti tutes a 
did. And even af ter you saw this, you 
did not re pent b and be lieve him.

The Parable of the Tenants
21:33-46pp —  Mk 12:1-12; Lk 20:9-19

33 “Lis ten to an oth er par a ble:  There 
was a land own er who plant ed c a vine
yard. He put a wall  around it, dug a 
wine press in it and  built a watch tow
er. d Then he rent ed the vine yard to 
some farm ers and  moved to an oth er 
 place. e 34 When the har vest time ap
proached, he sent his ser vants f to the 
ten ants to col lect his fruit.

35 “The ten ants  seized his ser vants; 
they beat one,  killed an oth er, and 
 stoned a  third. g 36 Then he sent oth er 
ser vants h to them, more than the  first 
time, and the ten ants treat ed them the 
same way. 37 Last of all, he sent his son 
to them. ‘They will re spect my son,’ he 
said.

38 “But when the ten ants saw the son, 
they said to each oth er, ‘This is the heir. i 
Come,  let’s kill him j and take his in her
i tance.’ k 39 So they took him and  threw 
him out of the vine yard and  killed him.

40 “There fore, when the own er of 
the vine yard  comes, what will he do to 
 those ten ants?”

a 42 Psalm 118:22,23    b 44 Some manuscripts do not have verse 44.    
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22 When they  heard this, they were 
 amazed. So they left him and went 
away. d

Marriage at the Resurrection
22:23-33pp —  Mk 12:18-27; Lk 20:27-40

23 That same day the Sad du cees, e 
who say  there is no res ur rec tion, f came 
to him with a ques tion. 24 “Teach
er,” they said, “Mo ses told us that if a 
man dies with out hav ing chil dren, his 
broth er must mar ry the wid ow and 
 raise up off spring for him. g 25 Now 
 there were sev en broth ers  among us. 
The  first one mar ried and died, and 
 since he had no chil dren, he left his 
wife to his broth er. 26 The same  thing 
hap pened to the sec ond and  third 
broth er,  right on down to the sev enth. 
27 Fi nal ly, the wom an died. 28 Now 
then, at the res ur rec tion,  whose wife 
will she be of the sev en,  since all of 
them were mar ried to her?”

29 Jesus re plied, “You are in er ror be
cause you do not know the Scrip tures h 
or the pow er of God. 30 At the res ur rec
tion peo ple will nei ther mar ry nor be 
giv en in mar riage; i they will be like the 
an gels in heav en. 31 But  about the res
ur rec tion of the dead —  have you not 
read what God said to you, 32 ‘I am the 
God of Abra ham, the God of  Isaac, and 
the God of Ja cob’ b ? j He is not the God 
of the dead but of the liv ing.”

33 When the  crowds  heard this, they 
were as ton ished at his teach ing. k

The Greatest Commandment
22:34-40pp —  Mk 12:28-31

34 Hear ing that  Jesus had si lenced 
the Sad du cees, l the Phar i sees got to
geth er. 35 One of them, an ex pert in the 
law, m test ed him with this ques tion: 
36 “Teach er,  which is the great est com
mand ment in the Law?”

37 Jesus re plied: “ ‘Love the Lord 
your God with all your  heart and 
with all your soul and with all your 
mind.’ c n 38 This is the  first and great est  

his army and de stroyed  those mur der
ers u and  burned  their city.

8 “Then he said to his ser vants, ‘The 
wed ding ban quet is  ready, but  those I 
in vit ed did not de serve to come. 9 So 
go to the  street cor ners v and in vite to 
the ban quet any one you find.’ 10 So the 
ser vants went out into the  streets and 
gath ered all the peo ple they  could find, 
the bad as well as the good, w and the 
wed ding hall was  filled with guests.

11 “But when the king came in to see 
the  guests, he no ticed a man  there 
who was not wear ing wed ding  clothes. 
12 He  asked, ‘How did you get in here 
with out wed ding  clothes, friend x?’ The 
man was speech less.

13 “Then the king told the at ten
dants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and 
 throw him out side, into the dark
ness,  where  there will be weep ing and 
gnash ing of teeth.’ y

14 “For many are in vit ed, but few are 
cho sen.” z

Paying the Imperial Tax to Caesar
22:15-22pp —  Mk 12:13-17; Lk 20:20-26

15 Then the Phar i sees went out and 
laid  plans to trap him in his  words. 
16 They sent  their dis ci ples to him 
 along with the He ro di ans. a “Teach
er,” they said, “we know that you are 
a man of in teg ri ty and that you  teach 
the way of God in ac cor dance with the 
 truth. You  aren’t  swayed by oth ers, be
cause you pay no at ten tion to who they 
are. 17 Tell us then, what is your opin
ion? Is it  right to pay the im pe ri al tax a b 
to Cae sar or not?”

18 But  Jesus, know ing  their evil in
tent, said, “You hyp o crites, why are 
you try ing to trap me? 19 Show me the 
coin used for pay ing the tax.” They 
 brought him a de nar i us, 20 and he 
 asked them, “Whose im age is this? 
And  whose in scrip tion?”

21 “Cae sar’s,” they re plied.
Then he said to them, “So give back 

to Cae sar what is Cae sar’s, c and to God 
what is God’s.”

a 17 A special tax levied on subject peoples, not on Roman citizens    b 32 Exodus 3:6    c 37 Deut. 6:5    
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8 “But you are not to be  called ‘Rab
bi,’ for you have one  Teach er, and you 
are all broth ers. 9 And do not call any
one on  earth ‘fa ther,’ for you have one 
Fa ther, a and he is in heav en. 10 Nor 
are you to be  called in struc tors, for 
you have one In struc tor, the Mes si ah. 
11 The great est  among you will be your 
ser vant. b 12 For  those who ex alt them
selves will be hum bled, and  those who 
hum ble them selves will be ex alt ed. c

Seven Woes on the Teachers of the 
Law and the Pharisees

13 “Woe to you, teach ers of the law 
and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! d You 
shut the door of the king dom of heav
en in peo ple’s fac es. You your selves do 
not en ter, nor will you let  those en ter 
who are try ing to. e [14] d

15 “Woe to you, teach ers of the law 
and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! You 
trav el over land and sea to win a sin
gle con vert, f and when you have suc
ceed ed, you make them  twice as much 
a  child of hell g as you are.

16 “Woe to you,  blind  guides! h You 
say, ‘If any one  swears by the tem ple, 
it  means noth ing; but any one who 
 swears by the gold of the tem ple is 
 bound by that oath.’ i 17 You  blind  fools! 
 Which is great er: the gold, or the tem
ple that  makes the gold sa cred? j 18 You 
also say, ‘If any one  swears by the al
tar, it  means noth ing; but any one 
who  swears by the gift on the al tar is 
 bound by that oath.’ 19 You  blind men! 
 Which is great er: the gift, or the al tar 
that  makes the gift sa cred? k 20 There
fore, any one who  swears by the al tar 
 swears by it and by ev ery thing on it. 
21 And any one who  swears by the tem
ple  swears by it and by the one who 
 dwells l in it. 22 And any one who  swears 
by heav en  swears by  God’s  throne and 
by the one who sits on it. m

23 “Woe to you, teach ers of the law 
and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! You 
give a  tenth n of your spic es —  mint, 

com mand ment. 39 And the sec ond is 
like it: ‘Love your neigh bor as your
self.’ a o 40 All the Law and the Proph ets 
hang on  these two com mand ments.” p

Whose Son Is the Messiah?
22:41-46pp —  Mk 12:35-37; Lk 20:41-44

41 While the Phar i sees were gath
ered to geth er,  Jesus  asked them, 
42 “What do you  think  about the Mes
si ah?  Whose son is he?”

“The son of Da vid,” q they re plied.
43 He said to them, “How is it then 

that Da vid, speak ing by the Spir it, 
 calls him ‘Lord’? For he says,

 44 “ ‘The Lord said to my Lord:
  “Sit at my right hand
  until I put your enemies
  under your feet.” ’ b r

45 If then Da vid  calls him ‘Lord,’ how 
can he be his son?” 46 No one  could 
say a word in re ply, and from that day 
on no one  dared to ask him any more 
ques tions. s

A Warning Against Hypocrisy
23:1-7pp —  Mk 12:38,39; Lk 20:45,46
23:37-39pp —  Lk 13:34,35

23 Then  Jesus said to the  crowds 
and to his dis ci ples: 2 “The 

teach ers of the law t and the Phar i sees 
sit in Mo ses’ seat. 3 So you must be 
care ful to do ev ery thing they tell you. 
But do not do what they do, for they do 
not prac tice what they  preach. 4 They 
tie up  heavy, cum ber some  loads and 
put them on oth er peo ple’s shoul ders, 
but they them selves are not will ing to 
lift a fin ger to move them. u

5 “Ev ery thing they do is done for 
peo ple to see: v They make  their phy
lac ter ies c w wide and the tas sels on 
 their gar ments x long; 6 they love the 
 place of hon or at ban quets and the 
most im por tant  seats in the syn a
gogues; y 7 they love to be greet ed with 
re spect in the mar ket plac es and to be 
called ‘Rab bi’ by others. z

a 39 Lev. 19:18    b 44 Psalm 110:1    c 5 That is, boxes containing Scripture verses, worn on forehead and arm    
d 14 Some manuscripts include here words similar to Mark 12:40 and Luke 20:47.    
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37 “Je ru sa lem, Je ru sa lem, you who 
kill the proph ets and  stone  those sent 
to you, f how of ten I have  longed to 
gath er your chil dren to geth er, as a hen 
gath ers her  chicks un der her  wings, 
and you were not will ing. 38 Look, your 
 house is left to you des o late. g 39 For I 
tell you, you will not see me  again un
til you say, ‘Blessed is he who  comes in 
the name of the Lord.’ a ” h

The Destruction of the Temple and 
Signs of the End Times
24:1-51pp —  Mk 13:1-37; Lk 21:5-36

24 Jesus left the tem ple and was 
walk ing away when his dis ci

ples came up to him to call his at ten
tion to its build ings. 2 “Do you see all 
 these  things?” he  asked. “Tru ly I tell 
you, not one  stone here will be left on 
an oth er; i ev ery one will be  thrown 
down.”

3 As  Jesus was sit ting on the  Mount 
of Ol ives, j the dis ci ples came to him 
pri vate ly. “Tell us,” they said, “when 
will this hap pen, and what will be the 
sign of your com ing and of the end of 
the age?”

4 Jesus an swered: “Watch out that no 
one de ceives you. 5 For many will come 
in my name, claim ing, ‘I am the Mes
si ah,’ and will de ceive many. k 6 You 
will hear of wars and ru mors of wars, 
but see to it that you are not  alarmed. 
Such  things must hap pen, but the 
end is  still to come. 7 Na tion will rise 
 against na tion, and king dom  against 
king dom. l  There will be fam ines m and 
earth quakes in var i ous plac es. 8 All 
 these are the be gin ning of  birth pains.

9 “Then you will be hand ed over to 
be per se cut ed n and put to  death, o and 
you will be hat ed by all na tions be
cause of me. 10 At that time many will 
turn away from the  faith and will be
tray and hate each oth er, 11 and many 
 false proph ets p will ap pear and de
ceive many peo ple. 12 Be cause of the 
in crease of wick ed ness, the love of 
most will grow cold, 13 but the one who 

dill and cum in. But you have ne glect
ed the more im por tant mat ters of the 
law —  jus tice, mer cy and faith ful ness. o 
You  should have prac ticed the lat ter, 
with out ne glect ing the for mer. 24 You 
 blind  guides! p You  strain out a gnat but 
swal low a cam el.

25 “Woe to you, teach ers of the law 
and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! You 
 clean the out side of the cup and dish, q 
but in side they are full of  greed and 
selfin dul gence. r 26 Blind Phar i see! 
 First  clean the in side of the cup and 
dish, and then the out side also will be 
clean.

27 “Woe to you, teach ers of the law 
and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! You are 
like white washed  tombs, s  which look 
beau ti ful on the out side but on the in
side are full of the  bones of the dead 
and ev ery thing un clean. 28 In the same 
way, on the out side you ap pear to peo
ple as righ teous but on the in side you 
are full of hy poc ri sy and wick ed ness.

29 “Woe to you, teach ers of the law 
and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! You 
 build  tombs for the proph ets t and dec
o rate the  graves of the righ teous. 30 And 
you say, ‘If we had  lived in the days of 
our an ces tors, we  would not have tak
en part with them in shed ding the 
 blood of the proph ets.’ 31 So you tes ti fy 
 against your selves that you are the de
scen dants of  those who mur dered the 
proph ets. u 32 Go ahead, then, and com
plete v what your an ces tors started!

33 “You  snakes! You  brood of vi pers! w 
How will you es cape be ing con demned 
to hell? x 34 There fore I am send ing you 
proph ets and  sages and teach ers. Some 
of them you will kill and cru ci fy; y oth
ers you will flog in your syn a gogues z 
and pur sue from town to town. a 35 And 
so upon you will come all the righ teous 
 blood that has been shed on  earth, 
from the  blood of righ teous Abel b to 
the  blood of Zech a ri ah son of Ber e ki
ah, c whom you mur dered be tween the 
tem ple and the al tar. d 36 Tru ly I tell you, 
all this will come on this gen er a tion. e

a 39 Psalm 118:26    
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30 “Then will ap pear the sign of the 
Son of Man in heav en. And then all 
the peo ples of the  earth c will  mourn 
when they see the Son of Man com ing 
on the  clouds of heav en, f with pow er 
and  great glo ry. d 31 And he will send 
his an gels g with a loud trum pet call, h 
and they will gath er his  elect from the 
four  winds, from one end of the heav
ens to the oth er.

32 “Now  learn this les son from the 
fig tree: As soon as its  twigs get ten der 
and its  leaves come out, you know that 
sum mer is near. 33 Even so, when you 
see all  these  things, you know that it e 
is near,  right at the door. i 34 Tru ly I tell 
you, this gen er a tion will cer tain ly not 
pass away un til all  these  things have 
hap pened. j 35 Heav en and  earth will 
pass away, but my  words will nev er 
pass away. k

The Day and Hour Unknown
24:37-39pp —  Lk 17:26,27
24:45-51pp —  Lk 12:42-46

36 “But  about that day or hour no one 
 knows, not even the an gels in heav en, 
nor the Son, f but only the Fa ther. l 37 As 
it was in the days of Noah, m so it will be 
at the com ing of the Son of Man. 38 For 
in the days be fore the  f lood, peo ple 
were eat ing and drink ing, mar ry ing 
and giv ing in mar riage, n up to the day 
Noah en tered the ark; 39 and they knew 
noth ing  about what  would hap pen un
til the  flood came and took them all 
away. That is how it will be at the com
ing of the Son of Man. 40 Two men will 
be in the  field; one will be tak en and 
the oth er left. o 41 Two wom en will be 
grind ing with a hand mill; one will be 
tak en and the oth er left. p

42 “There fore keep  watch, be
cause you do not know on what day 
your Lord will come. q 43 But un der
stand this: If the own er of the  house 
had  known at what time of  night the 
 thief was com ing, r he  would have 
kept  watch and  would not have let his 

 stands firm to the end will be  saved. q 
14 And this gos pel of the king dom r will 
be  preached in the  whole  world s as a 
tes ti mo ny to all na tions, and then the 
end will come.

15 “So when you see stand ing in 
the holy  place t ‘the abom i na tion 
that caus es des o la tion,’ a u spo ken of 
 through the proph et Dan iel —  let the 
read er un der stand —   16 then let  those 
who are in Ju dea flee to the moun
tains. 17 Let no one on the house top v 
go down to take any thing out of the 
 house. 18 Let no one in the  field go 
back to get  their  cloak. 19 How dread
ful it will be in  those days for preg nant 
wom en and nurs ing moth ers! w 20 Pray 
that your  flight will not take  place in 
win ter or on the Sab bath. 21 For then 
 there will be  great dis tress, un equaled 
from the be gin ning of the  world un til 
now —  and nev er to be  equaled  again. x

22 “If  those days had not been cut 
 short, no one  would sur vive, but for 
the sake of the  elect y  those days will 
be short ened. 23 At that time if any one 
says to you, ‘Look, here is the Mes si
ah!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not be lieve it. z 
24 For  false mes si ahs and  false proph
ets will ap pear and per form  great 
 signs and won ders a to de ceive, if pos
si ble, even the  elect. 25 See, I have told 
you  ahead of time.

26 “So if any one  tells you, ‘There he 
is, out in the wil der ness,’ do not go out; 
or, ‘Here he is, in the in ner  rooms,’ do 
not be lieve it. 27 For as light ning b that 
 comes from the east is vis i ble even in 
the west, so will be the com ing of the 
Son of Man. c 28 Wher ev er  there is a car
cass,  there the vul tures will gath er. d

29 “Im me di ate ly af ter the dis tress of 
 those days

  “ ‘the sun will be darkened,
  and the moon will not give its 

light;
  the stars will fall from the sky,
  and the heavenly bodies will be 

shaken.’ b e

a 15 Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11    b 29 Isaiah 13:10; 34:4    c 30 Or the tribes of the land    d 30 See Daniel 7:1314.    
e 33 Or he    f 36 Some manuscripts do not have nor the Son.    
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The vir gins who were  ready went in 
with him to the wed ding ban quet. e 
And the door was shut.

11 “Lat er the oth ers also came. ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’

12 “But he re plied, ‘Tru ly I tell you, I 
 don’t know you.’

13 “There fore keep  watch, be cause 
you do not know the day or the hour. f

The Parable of the Bags of Gold
25:14-30Ref —  Lk 19:12-27

14 “Again, it will be like a man go ing 
on a jour ney, g who  called his ser vants 
and en trust ed his  wealth to them. 15 To 
one he gave five bags of gold, to an oth
er two bags, and to an oth er one bag, a 
each ac cord ing to his abil i ty. h Then he 
went on his jour ney. 16 The man who 
had re ceived five bags of gold went at 
once and put his mon ey to work and 
 gained five bags more. 17 So also, the 
one with two bags of gold  gained two 
more. 18 But the man who had re ceived 
one bag went off, dug a hole in the 
 ground and hid his mas ter’s mon ey.

19 “Af ter a long time the mas ter of 
 those ser vants re turned and set tled 
ac counts with them. i 20 The man who 
had re ceived five bags of gold  brought 
the oth er five. ‘Mas ter,’ he said, ‘you 
en trust ed me with five bags of gold. 
See, I have  gained five more.’

21 “His mas ter re plied, ‘Well done, 
good and faith ful ser vant! You have 
been faith ful with a few  things; I will 
put you in  charge of many  things. j 
Come and  share your mas ter’s hap pi
ness!’

22 “The man with two bags of gold 
also came. ‘Mas ter,’ he said, ‘you en
trust ed me with two bags of gold; see, 
I have  gained two more.’

23 “His mas ter re plied, ‘Well done, 
good and faith ful ser vant! You have 
been faith ful with a few  things; I will 
put you in  charge of many  things. k 
Come and  share your mas ter’s hap pi
ness!’

 house be bro ken into. 44 So you also 
must be  ready, s be cause the Son of 
Man will come at an hour when you 
do not ex pect him.

45 “Who then is the faith ful and wise 
ser vant, t whom the mas ter has put in 
 charge of the ser vants in his house
hold to give them  their food at the 
prop er time? 46 It will be good for that 
ser vant  whose mas ter  finds him do ing 
so when he re turns. u 47 Tru ly I tell you, 
he will put him in  charge of all his pos
ses sions. v 48 But sup pose that ser vant is 
wick ed and says to him self, ‘My mas ter 
is stay ing away a long time,’ 49 and he 
then be gins to beat his fel low ser vants 
and to eat and  drink with drunk ards. w 
50 The mas ter of that ser vant will come 
on a day when he does not ex pect him 
and at an hour he is not  aware of. 51 He 
will cut him to piec es and as sign him a 
 place with the hyp o crites,  where  there 
will be weep ing and gnash ing of teeth. x

The Parable of the Ten Virgins

25 “At that time the king dom of 
heav en will be like y ten vir gins 

who took  their  lamps z and went out to 
meet the bride groom. a 2 Five of them 
were fool ish and five were wise. b 3 The 
fool ish ones took  their  lamps but did 
not take any oil with them. 4 The wise 
ones, how ev er, took oil in jars  along 
with  their  lamps. 5 The bride groom 
was a long time in com ing, and they 
all be came  drowsy and fell asleep. c

6 “At mid night the cry rang out: 
‘Here’s the bride groom! Come out to 
meet him!’

7 “Then all the vir gins woke up and 
 trimmed  their  lamps. 8 The fool ish 
ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of 
your oil; our  lamps are go ing out.’ d

9 “ ‘No,’ they re plied, ‘there may not 
be  enough for both us and you. In
stead, go to  those who sell oil and buy 
some for your selves.’

10 “But  while they were on  their way 
to buy the oil, the bride groom ar rived. 
a 15 Greek five talents . . . two talents . . . one talent; also throughout this parable; a talent was worth about 20 years of 
a day laborer’s wage.    
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we see you a strang er and in vite you 
in, or need ing  clothes and  clothe you? 
39 When did we see you sick or in pris
on and go to vis it you?’

40 “The King will re ply, ‘Tru ly I tell 
you, what ev er you did for one of the 
 least of  these broth ers and sis ters of 
mine, you did for me.’ x

41 “Then he will say to  those on his 
left, ‘De part from me, y you who are 
 cursed, into the eter nal fire z pre pared 
for the dev il and his an gels. a 42 For I was 
hun gry and you gave me noth ing to eat, 
I was  thirsty and you gave me noth ing 
to  drink, 43 I was a strang er and you did 
not in vite me in, I need ed  clothes and 
you did not  clothe me, I was sick and in 
pris on and you did not look af ter me.’

44 “They also will an swer, ‘Lord, 
when did we see you hun gry or  thirsty 
or a strang er or need ing  clothes or sick 
or in pris on, and did not help you?’

45 “He will re ply, ‘Tru ly I tell you, 
what ev er you did not do for one of the 
 least of  these, you did not do for me.’ b

46 “Then they will go away to eter nal 
pun ish ment, but the righ teous to eter
nal life. c” d

The Plot Against Jesus
26:2-5pp —  Mk 14:1,2; Lk 22:1,2

26 When  Jesus had fin ished say
ing all  these  things, e he said to 

his dis ci ples, 2 “As you know, the Pass
over f is two days away —  and the Son 
of Man will be hand ed over to be cru
ci fied.”

3 Then the  chief  priests and the el ders 
of the peo ple as sem bled g in the pal ace 
of the high  priest,  whose name was Ca
ia phas, h 4 and they  schemed to ar rest 
 Jesus se cret ly and kill him. i 5 “But not 
dur ing the fes ti val,” they said, “or  there 
may be a riot j  among the peo ple.”

Jesus Anointed at Bethany
26:6-13pp —  Mk 14:3-9
26:6-13Ref —  Lk 7:37,38; Jn 12:1-8

6 While  Jesus was in Beth a ny k in the 
home of Si mon the Lep er, 7 a wom an 
came to him with an al a bas ter jar of 

24 “Then the man who had re ceived 
one bag of gold came. ‘Mas ter,’ he said, 
‘I knew that you are a hard man, har
vest ing  where you have not sown and 
gath er ing  where you have not scat
tered seed. 25 So I was  afraid and went 
out and hid your gold in the  ground. 
See, here is what be longs to you.’

26 “His mas ter re plied, ‘You wick ed, 
lazy ser vant! So you knew that I har
vest  where I have not sown and gath
er  where I have not scat tered seed? 
27 Well then, you  should have put my 
mon ey on de pos it with the bank ers, 
so that when I re turned I  would have 
re ceived it back with in ter est.

28 “ ‘So take the bag of gold from him 
and give it to the one who has ten bags. 
29 For who ever has will be giv en more, 
and they will have an abun dance. 
Who ever does not have, even what they 
have will be tak en from them. l 30 And 
 throw that worth less ser vant out side, 
into the dark ness,  where  there will be 
weep ing and gnash ing of teeth.’ m

The Sheep and the Goats
31 “When the Son of Man  comes n in 

his glo ry, and all the an gels with him, 
he will sit on his glo ri ous  throne. o 32 All 
the na tions will be gath ered be fore 
him, and he will sep a rate p the peo ple 
one from an oth er as a shep herd sep a
rates the  sheep from the  goats. q 33 He 
will put the  sheep on his  right and the 
 goats on his left.

34 “Then the King will say to  those 
on his  right, ‘Come, you who are 
 blessed by my Fa ther; take your in her
i tance, the king dom r pre pared for you 
 since the cre a tion of the  world. s 35 For 
I was hun gry and you gave me some
thing to eat, I was  thirsty and you gave 
me some thing to  drink, I was a strang
er and you in vit ed me in, t 36 I need ed 
 clothes and you  clothed me, u I was sick 
and you  looked af ter me, v I was in pris
on and you came to vis it me.’ w

37 “Then the righ teous will an swer 
him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hun
gry and feed you, or  thirsty and give 
you some thing to  drink? 38 When did 
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21 And  while they were eat ing, he said, 
“Tru ly I tell you, one of you will be
tray me.” r

22 They were very sad and be gan to 
say to him one af ter the oth er, “Sure ly 
you don’t mean me, Lord?”

23 Jesus re plied, “The one who has 
 dipped his hand into the bowl with me 
will be tray me. s 24 The Son of Man will 
go just as it is writ ten  about him. t But 
woe to that man who be trays the Son 
of Man! It  would be bet ter for him if he 
had not been born.”

25 Then Ju das, the one who  would 
be tray him, said, “Sure ly you don’t 
mean me, Rab bi?” u

Jesus an swered, “You have said so.”
26 While they were eat ing,  Jesus took 

 bread, and when he had giv en  thanks, 
he  broke it v and gave it to his dis ci ples, 
say ing, “Take and eat; this is my body.”

27 Then he took a cup, and when he 
had giv en  thanks, he gave it to them, 
say ing, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 This 
is my  blood of the b cov enant, w  which 
is  poured out for many for the for give
ness of sins. x 29 I tell you, I will not  drink 
from this  fruit of the vine from now on 
un til that day when I  drink it new with 
you y in my Fa ther’s king dom.”

30 When they had sung a hymn, they 
went out to the  Mount of Ol ives. z

Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial
26:31-35pp —  Mk 14:27-31; Lk 22:31-34

31 Then  Jesus told them, “This very 
 night you will all fall away on ac count 
of me, a for it is writ ten:

  “ ‘I will strike the shepherd,
  and the sheep of the flock will be 

scattered.’ c b

32 But af ter I have ris en, I will go  ahead 
of you into Gal i lee.” c

33 Pe ter re plied, “Even if all fall away 
on ac count of you, I nev er will.”

34 “Tru ly I tell you,”  Jesus an swered, 
“this very  night, be fore the roost
er  crows, you will dis own me  three 
times.” d

very ex pen sive per fume,  which she 
 poured on his head as he was re clin
ing at the ta ble.

8 When the dis ci ples saw this, they 
were in dig nant. “Why this  waste?” 
they  asked. 9 “This per fume  could 
have been sold at a high  price and the 
mon ey giv en to the poor.”

10 Aware of this,  Jesus said to them, 
“Why are you both er ing this wom an? 
She has done a beau ti ful  thing to me. 
11 The poor you will al ways have with 
you, a l but you will not al ways have 
me. 12 When she  poured this per fume 
on my body, she did it to pre pare me 
for buri al. m 13 Tru ly I tell you, wher ev er 
this gos pel is  preached through out the 
 world, what she has done will also be 
told, in mem o ry of her.”

Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus
26:14-16pp —  Mk 14:10,11; Lk 22:3-6

14 Then one of the  Twelve —  the one 
 called Ju das Is car i ot n —  went to the 
 chief  priests 15 and  asked, “What are 
you will ing to give me if I de liv er him 
over to you?” So they count ed out for 
him thir ty piec es of sil ver. o 16 From 
then on Ju das  watched for an op por
tu ni ty to hand him over.

The Last Supper
26:17-19pp —  Mk 14:12-16; Lk 22:7-13
26:20-24pp —  Mk 14:17-21
26:26-29pp —  Mk 14:22-25; Lk 22:17-20; 

1Co 11:23-25
17 On the  first day of the Fes ti val 

of Un leav ened  Bread, p the dis ci ples 
came to  Jesus and  asked, “Where do 
you want us to make prep a ra tions for 
you to eat the Pass over?”

18 He re plied, “Go into the city to a 
cer tain man and tell him, ‘The Teach
er says: My ap point ed time q is near. 
I am go ing to cel e brate the Pass over 
with my dis ci ples at your  house.’ ” 19 So 
the dis ci ples did as  Jesus had di rect ed 
them and pre pared the Pass over.

20 When eve ning came,  Jesus was 
re clin ing at the ta ble with the  Twelve. 

a 11 See Deut. 15:11.    b 28 Some manuscripts the new    c 31 Zech. 13:7    
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and  clubs, sent from the  chief  priests 
and the el ders of the peo ple. 48 Now the 
be tray er had ar ranged a sig nal with 
them: “The one I kiss is the man; ar rest 
him.” 49 Go ing at once to  Jesus, Ju das 
said, “Greet ings, Rab bi!” n and  kissed 
him.

50 Jesus re plied, “Do what you came 
for, friend.” a o

Then the men  stepped for ward, 
 seized  Jesus and ar rest ed him. 51 With 
that, one of  Jesus’ com pan ions  reached 
for his  sword, p drew it out and  struck 
the ser vant of the high  priest, cut ting 
off his ear. q

52 “Put your  sword back in its  place,” 
 Jesus said to him, “for all who draw 
the  sword will die by the  sword. r 53 Do 
you  think I can not call on my Fa ther, 
and he will at once put at my dis pos al 
more than  twelve le gions of an gels? s 
54 But how then  would the Scrip tures 
be ful filled t that say it must hap pen in 
this way?”

55 In that hour  Jesus said to the 
 crowd, “Am I lead ing a re bel lion, that 
you have come out with  swords and 
 clubs to cap ture me? Ev ery day I sat 
in the tem ple  courts teach ing, u and 
you did not ar rest me. 56 But this has 
all tak en  place that the writ ings of the 
proph ets  might be ful filled.” v Then all 
the dis ci ples de sert ed him and fled.

Jesus Before the Sanhedrin
26:57-68pp —  Mk 14:53-65; 

Jn 18:12,13,19-24
57 Those who had ar rest ed  Jesus 

took him to Cai a phas w the high  priest, 
 where the teach ers of the law and the 
el ders had as sem bled. 58 But Pe ter fol
lowed him at a dis tance,  right up to the 
court yard of the high  priest. x He en
tered and sat down with the  guards y 
to see the out come.

59 The  chief  priests and the  whole 
San he drin z were look ing for  false ev
i dence  against  Jesus so that they  could 
put him to  death. 60 But they did not 
find any,  though many  false wit ness
es a came for ward.

35 But Pe ter de clared, “Even if I have 
to die with you, e I will nev er dis own 
you.” And all the oth er dis ci ples said 
the same.

Gethsemane
26:36-46pp —  Mk 14:32-42; Lk 22:40-46

36 Then  Jesus went with his dis ci ples 
to a  place  called Geth sem a ne, and he 
said to them, “Sit here  while I go over 
 there and pray.” 37 He took Pe ter and 
the two sons of Zeb e dee f  along with 
him, and he be gan to be sor row ful and 
trou bled. 38 Then he said to them, “My 
soul is over whelmed with sor row g to 
the  point of  death. Stay here and keep 
 watch with me.” h

39 Go ing a lit tle far ther, he fell with 
his face to the  ground and  prayed, “My 
Fa ther, if it is pos si ble, may this cup i be 
tak en from me. Yet not as I will, but as 
you will.” j

40 Then he re turned to his dis ci ples 
and  found them sleep ing. “Couldn’t 
you men keep  watch with me k for 
one hour?” he  asked Pe ter. 41 “Watch 
and pray so that you will not fall into 
temp ta tion. l The spir it is will ing, but 
the  flesh is weak.”

42 He went away a sec ond time and 
 prayed, “My Fa ther, if it is not pos si ble 
for this cup to be tak en away un less I 
 drink it, may your will be done.”

43 When he came back, he  again 
 found them sleep ing, be cause  their 
eyes were  heavy. 44 So he left them and 
went away once more and  prayed the 
 third time, say ing the same thing.

45 Then he re turned to the dis ci ples 
and said to them, “Are you  still sleep
ing and rest ing? Look, the hour m has 
come, and the Son of Man is de liv ered 
into the  hands of sin ners. 46 Rise! Let 
us go! Here  comes my be tray er!”

Jesus Arrested
26:47-56pp —  Mk 14:43-50; Lk 22:47-53

47 While he was  still speak ing, Ju das, 
one of the  Twelve, ar rived. With him 
was a  large  crowd  armed with  swords 
a 50 Or “Why have you come, friend?”    
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74 Then he be gan to call down curs
es, and he  swore to them, “I  don’t know 
the man!”

Im me di ate ly a roost er  crowed. 
75 Then Pe ter re mem bered the word 
 Jesus had spo ken: “Be fore the roost
er  crows, you will dis own me  three 
 times.” m And he went out side and 
wept bit ter ly.

Judas Hangs Himself

27 Ear ly in the morn ing, all the 
 chief  priests and the el ders of 

the peo ple made their plans how to 
have  Jesus ex e cuted. n 2 So they  bound 
him, led him away and hand ed him 
over o to Pi late the gov er nor. p

3 When Ju das, who had be trayed 
him, q saw that  Jesus was con demned, 
he was  seized with re morse and re
turned the thir ty piec es of sil ver r to the 
 chief  priests and the el ders. 4 “I have 
 sinned,” he said, “for I have be trayed 
in no cent blood.”

“What is that to us?” they re plied. 
“That’s your re spon si bil i ty.” s

5 So Ju das  threw the mon ey into the 
tem ple t and left. Then he went away 
and  hanged him self. u

6 The  chief  priests  picked up the 
 coins and said, “It is  against the law 
to put this into the trea sury,  since it 
is  blood mon ey.” 7 So they de cid ed to 
use the mon ey to buy the pot ter’s  field 
as a buri al  place for for eign ers. 8 That 
is why it has been  called the  Field of 
 Blood v to this day. 9 Then what was 
spo ken by Jer e mi ah the proph et was 
ful filled: w “They took the thir ty piec
es of sil ver, the  price set on him by the 
peo ple of Is ra el, 10 and they used them 
to buy the pot ter’s  field, as the Lord 
com mand ed me.” b x

Jesus Before Pilate
27:11-26pp —  Mk 15:2-15; Lk 23:2,3,18-25;  

Jn 18:29-19:16
11 Mean while  Jesus  stood be fore the 

gov er nor, and the gov er nor  asked him, 
“Are you the king of the Jews?” y

Fi nal ly two b came for ward 61 and 
de clared, “This fel low said, ‘I am able 
to de stroy the tem ple of God and re
build it in  three days.’ ” c

62 Then the high  priest  stood up and 
said to  Jesus, “Are you not go ing to 
an swer? What is this tes ti mo ny that 
 these men are bring ing  against you?” 
63 But  Jesus re mained si lent. d

The high  priest said to him, “I 
 charge you un der oath e by the liv ing 
God: f Tell us if you are the Mes si ah, 
the Son of God.”

64 “You have said so,”  Jesus re plied. 
“But I say to all of you: From now on 
you will see the Son of Man sit ting at 
the  right hand of the  Mighty One g and 
com ing on the  clouds of heav en.” a h

65 Then the high  priest tore his 
 clothes i and said, “He has spo ken blas
phe my! Why do we need any more wit
ness es? Look, now you have  heard the 
blas phe my. 66 What do you think?”

“He is wor thy of  death,” j they an
swered.

67 Then they spit in his face and 
 struck him with  their  fists. k Oth ers 
 slapped him 68 and said, “Proph e sy to 
us, Mes si ah. Who hit you?” l

Peter Disowns Jesus
26:69-75pp —  Mk 14:66-72; Lk 22:55-62; 

Jn 18:16-18,25-27
69 Now Pe ter was sit ting out in the 

court yard, and a ser vant girl came to 
him. “You also were with  Jesus of Gal
i lee,” she said.

70 But he de nied it be fore them all. “I 
 don’t know what  you’re talk ing  about,” 
he said.

71 Then he went out to the gate way, 
 where an oth er ser vant girl saw him 
and said to the peo ple  there, “This fel
low was with  Jesus of Naz a reth.”

72 He de nied it  again, with an oath: 
“I  don’t know the man!”

73 Af ter a lit tle  while,  those stand ing 
 there went up to Pe ter and said, “Sure
ly you are one of them; your ac cent 
 gives you away.”
a 64 See Psalm 110:1; Daniel 7:13.    b 10 See Zech. 11:12,13; Jer. 19:113; 32:69.    
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The Soldiers Mock Jesus
27:27-31pp —  Mk 15:16-20

27 Then the gov er nor’s sol diers took 
 Jesus into the Prae to ri um p and gath
ered the  whole com pa ny of sol diers 
 around him. 28 They  stripped him and 
put a scar let robe on him, q 29 and then 
twist ed to geth er a  crown of  thorns and 
set it on his head. They put a  staff in his 
 right hand. Then they  knelt in  front of 
him and  mocked him. “Hail, king of the 
Jews!” they said. r 30 They spit on him, 
and took the  staff and  struck him on 
the head  again and  again. s 31 Af ter they 
had  mocked him, they took off the robe 
and put his own  clothes on him. Then 
they led him away to cru ci fy him. t

The Crucifixion of Jesus
27:33-44pp —  Mk 15:22-32; Lk 23:33-43; 

Jn 19:17-24
32 As they were go ing out, u they 

met a man from Cy re ne, v  named Si
mon, and they  forced him to car ry the 
 cross. w 33 They came to a  place  called 
Gol go tha (which  means “the  place of 
the  skull”). x 34 There they of fered  Jesus 
wine to  drink,  mixed with gall; y but 
af ter tast ing it, he re fused to  drink it. 
35 When they had cru ci fied him, they 
di vid ed up his  clothes by cast ing lots. z 
36 And sit ting down, they kept  watch a 
over him  there. 37 Above his head they 
 placed the writ ten  charge  against him: 
this is  jesus, the king of the jews.

38 Two reb els were cru ci fied with 
him, b one on his  right and one on his 
left. 39 Those who  passed by  hurled 
in sults at him, shak ing  their  heads c 
40 and say ing, “You who are go ing 
to de stroy the tem ple and  build it in 
 three days, d save your self ! e Come 
down from the  cross, if you are the Son 
of God!” f 41 In the same way the  chief 
 priests, the teach ers of the law and the 
el ders  mocked him. 42 “He  saved oth
ers,” they said, “but he  can’t save him
self ! He’s the king of Is ra el! g Let him 
come down now from the  cross, and 
we will be lieve h in him. 43 He  trusts 

“You have said so,”  Jesus re plied.
12 When he was ac cused by the  chief 

 priests and the el ders, he gave no an
swer. z 13 Then Pi late  asked him, “Don’t 
you hear the tes ti mo ny they are bring
ing  against you?” a 14 But  Jesus made no 
re ply, b not even to a sin gle  charge —  to 
the  great amaze ment of the gov er nor.

15 Now it was the gov er nor’s cus tom 
at the fes ti val to re lease a pris on er c 
cho sen by the  crowd. 16 At that time 
they had a well known pris on er  whose 
name was  Jesus a Bar ab bas. 17 So when 
the  crowd had gath ered, Pi late  asked 
them, “Which one do you want me to 
re lease to you:  Jesus Bar ab bas, or  Jesus 
who is  called the Mes si ah?” d 18 For he 
knew it was out of selfinterest that 
they had hand ed  Jesus over to him.

19 While Pi late was sit ting on the 
 judge’s seat, e his wife sent him this 
mes sage: “Don’t have any thing to do 
with that in no cent f man, for I have 
suf fered a  great deal to day in a  dream g 
be cause of him.”

20 But the  chief  priests and the el ders 
per suad ed the  crowd to ask for Bar ab
bas and to have  Jesus ex e cut ed. h

21 “Which of the two do you want me 
to re lease to you?”  asked the gov er nor.

“Bar ab bas,” they an swered.
22 “What  shall I do, then, with  Jesus 

who is  called the Mes si ah?” i Pi late 
asked.

They all an swered, “Cru ci fy him!”
23 “Why? What  crime has he com

mit ted?”  asked Pi late.
But they shout ed all the loud er, 

“Cru ci fy him!”
24 When Pi late saw that he was get

ting no where, but that in stead an up
roar j was start ing, he took wa ter and 
 washed his  hands k in  front of the  crowd. 
“I am in no cent of this  man’s  blood,” l he 
said. “It is your re spon si bil i ty!” m

25 All the peo ple an swered, “His 
 blood is on us and on our chil dren!” n

26 Then he re leased Bar ab bas to 
them. But he had  Jesus  flogged, o and 
hand ed him over to be cru ci fied.

a 16 Many manuscripts do not have Jesus; also in verse 17.    
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STORYLINE
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Jesus’ Suffering and Death
Read God’s Story: Matthew 27:32–55; Isaiah 53; Hebrews 10

Key Verse: “In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was � tting that 
God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the pioneer 
of their salvation perfect through what he su� ered.” Hebrews 2:10

■ ■ ■

Jesus’ ministry was � lled with persecution and rejection. From his birth, he was destined to 
su� er and die for the sake of God’s people, yet in God’s unfathomable wisdom, the su� ering 

and death of Christ would be the means by which God would bring both mercy and justice to this 
fallen world. Despite his blameless life, Jesus was wrongfully accused of sedition, unjustly tried, and 
condemned as a blasphemer. We cannot fathom the full extent of Christ’s extraordinary su� ering, 
although Matthew 26 gives us a glimpse of the pain that Christ endured. From Judas’ betrayal to 
the excruciating physical torture, Christ endured tremendous emotional, physical and spiritual 
agony. However, this su� ering was not without a purpose, but was planned by God to reconcile 
humanity to himself. Christ’s death ushered in the new covenant prophesied in the Old Testament 
and washed away our sins forever through his blood. God’s justice and mercy met at the cross, and 
Christ’s su� ering on the cross designated him as our only high priest. ■

� e Story continues: Luke 24, p. 1276. 
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The Final Week

Friday
 1. Arrives in Bethany
     Jn 12:1
Saturday
 2. Sabbath–rests
      No reference in Gospels
Sunday
 3. Triumphal Entry
     Mt 12:1–11; Mk 11:1–11;
     Lk 19:28–44; Jn 12:12–19
Monday
 4. Clears the Temple
      Mt 21:10–17; Mk 11:15–18;
      Lk 19:45–48
Tuesday
 5. Controversy and parables
      Mt 21:23–24:51; Mk 11:27–
      13:37; Lk 20:1–21:36

Wednesday
   6. Rest
        No reference in Gospels
Thursday
   7. Passover–Last Supper
        Mt 26:17–30; Mk 14:12–26;
        Lk 22:7–23; Jn 13:1–30
Friday
   8. Cruci�xion
        Mt 27:1–66; Mk 15:1–47;
        Lk 22:66–23:56; Jn 18:28–19:37
Monday
   9. Buried in the tomb
Sunday
10. Resurrection
        Mt 28:1–13; Mk 16:1–20;
        Lk 24:1–49; Jn 20:1–31
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Matthew 28:3  | 12021202 | Matthew 27:44 

27:43 i Ps 22:8
27:45 j Am 8:9
27:46 k Ps 22:1
27:48 l ver 34; 
Ps 69:21
27:50 m Jn 19:30
27:51 n Ex 26:31-
33; Heb 9:3, 8 
o ver 54
27:53 p Mt 4:5
27:54 q ver 36 
r Mt 4:3; 17:5
27:55 s Lk 8:2, 3
27:56 t Mk 15:47; 
Lk 24:10; Jn 19:25

27:60 u Mt 27:66; 
28:2; Mk 16:4
27:63 v Mt 16:21
27:65 w ver 66; 
Mt 28:11
27:66 x Da 6:17 
y ver 60; Mt 28:2 
z Mt 28:11
28:1 a Mt 27:56
28:2 b Mt 27:51 
c Jn 20:12

The Burial of Jesus
27:57-61pp —  Mk 15:42-47; Lk 23:50-56; 

Jn 19:38-42
57 As eve ning ap proached,  there 

came a rich man from Ar i ma thea, 
 named Jo seph, who had him self be
come a dis ci ple of  Jesus. 58 Go ing to 
Pi late, he  asked for  Jesus’ body, and 
Pi late or dered that it be giv en to him. 
59 Jo seph took the body,  wrapped it in a 
 clean lin en  cloth, 60 and  placed it in his 
own new tomb u that he had cut out of 
the rock. He  rolled a big  stone in  front 
of the en trance to the tomb and went 
away. 61 Mary Mag da lene and the oth
er Mary were sit ting  there op po site the 
tomb.

The Guard at the Tomb
62 The next day, the one af ter Prep

a ra tion Day, the  chief  priests and the 
Phar i sees went to Pi late. 63 “Sir,” they 
said, “we re mem ber that  while he was 
 still  alive that de ceiv er said, ‘Af ter 
 three days I will rise  again.’ v 64 So give 
the or der for the tomb to be made se
cure un til the  third day. Oth er wise, his 
dis ci ples may come and  steal the body 
and tell the peo ple that he has been 
 raised from the dead. This last de cep
tion will be  worse than the first.”

65 “Take a  guard,” w Pi late an swered. 
“Go, make the tomb as se cure as you 
know how.” 66 So they went and made 
the tomb se cure by put ting a seal x on 
the  stone y and post ing the guard. z

Jesus Has Risen
28:1-8pp —  Mk 16:1-8; Lk 24:1-10; 

Jn 20:1-8

28 Af ter the Sab bath, at dawn on 
the  first day of the week, Mary 

Mag da lene and the oth er Mary a went 
to look at the tomb.

2 There was a vi o lent earth quake, b 
for an an gel c of the Lord came down 
from heav en and, go ing to the tomb, 
 rolled back the  stone and sat on it. 
3 His ap pear ance was like light ning, 

in God. Let God res cue him i now if he 
 wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son 
of God.’ ” 44 In the same way the reb
els who were cru ci fied with him also 
 heaped in sults on him.

The Death of Jesus
27:45-56pp —  Mk 15:33-41; Lk 23:44-49; 

Jn 19:29-30
45 From noon un til  three in the af

ter noon dark ness j came over all 
the land. 46 About  three in the af ter
noon  Jesus  cried out in a loud  voice, 
“Eli, Eli, a lema sa bach tha ni?” (which 
 means “My God, my God, why have 
you for sak en me?”). b k

47 When some of  those stand ing 
 there  heard this, they said, “He’s call
ing Eli jah.”

48 Im me di ate ly one of them ran and 
got a  sponge. He  filled it with wine vin
egar, l put it on a  staff, and of fered it to 
 Jesus to  drink. 49 The rest said, “Now 
 leave him  alone.  Let’s see if Eli jah 
 comes to save him.”

50 And when  Jesus had  cried out 
 again in a loud  voice, he gave up his 
spir it. m

51 At that mo ment the cur tain of the 
tem ple n was torn in two from top to 
bot tom. The  earth  shook, the  rocks 
 split o 52 and the  tombs  broke open. The 
bod ies of many holy peo ple who had 
died were  raised to life. 53 They came 
out of the  tombs af ter  Jesus’ res ur rec
tion and c went into the holy city p and 
ap peared to many peo ple.

54 When the cen tu ri on and  those 
with him who were guard ing q  Jesus 
saw the earth quake and all that had 
hap pened, they were ter ri fied, and 
ex claimed, “Sure ly he was the Son of 
God!” r

55 Many wom en were  there, watch
ing from a dis tance. They had fol
lowed  Jesus from Gal i lee to care for 
his  needs. s 56 Among them were Mary 
Mag da lene, Mary the moth er of  James 
and Jo seph, d and the moth er of Zeb e
dee’s sons. t

a 46 Some manuscripts Eloi, Eloi    b 46 Psalm 22:1    c 53 Or tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection they    
d 56 Greek Joses, a variant of Joseph   
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28:3 d Da 10:6; 
Mk 9:3; Jn 20:12
28:5 e ver 10; 
Mt 14:27
28:6 f Mt 16:21
28:7 g ver 10, 16; 
Mt 26:32
28:9 h Jn 20:14-18
28:10 i Jn 20:17; 
Ro 8:29; Heb 2:11-
13, 17
28:11 j Mt 27:65, 66

28:14 k Mt 27:2
28:16 l ver 7, 10; 
Mt 26:32
28:18 m Da 7:13, 14; 
Lk 10:22; Jn 3:35; 
17:2; 1Co 15:27; 
Eph 1:20-22; 
Php 2:9, 10
28:19 n Mk 16:15,  
16; Lk 24:47; Ac 1:8; 
14:21 o Ac 2:38; 
8:16; Ro 6:3, 4
28:20 p Ac 2:42 
q Mt 18:20; Ac 18:10 
r Mt 13:39

the el ders and de vised a plan, they 
gave the sol diers a  large sum of mon
ey, 13 tell ing them, “You are to say, ‘His 
dis ci ples came dur ing the  night and 
 stole him away  while we were  asleep.’ 
14 If this re port gets to the gov er nor, k 
we will sat is fy him and keep you out 
of trou ble.” 15 So the sol diers took the 
mon ey and did as they were in struct
ed. And this sto ry has been wide ly cir
cu lat ed  among the Jews to this very 
day.

The Great Commission
16 Then the elev en dis ci ples went to 

Gal i lee, to the moun tain  where  Jesus 
had told them to go. l 17 When they saw 
him, they wor shiped him; but some 
doubt ed. 18 Then  Jesus came to them 
and said, “All au thor i ty in heav en 
and on  earth has been giv en to me. m 
19 There fore go and make dis ci ples of 
all na tions, n bap tiz ing them in the 
name of the Fa ther and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spir it, o 20 and teach ing p 
them to obey ev ery thing I have com
mand ed you. And sure ly I am with 
you q al ways, to the very end of the 
age.” r

and his  clothes were  white as snow. d 
4 The  guards were so  afraid of him that 
they  shook and be came like dead men.

5 The an gel said to the wom en, “Do 
not be  afraid, e for I know that you are 
look ing for  Jesus, who was cru ci fied. 
6 He is not here; he has ris en, just as he 
said. f Come and see the  place  where 
he lay. 7 Then go quick ly and tell his 
dis ci ples: ‘He has ris en from the dead 
and is go ing  ahead of you into Gal i
lee. g  There you will see him.’ Now I 
have told you.”

8 So the wom en hur ried away from 
the tomb,  afraid yet  filled with joy, 
and ran to tell his dis ci ples. 9 Sud den
ly  Jesus met them. h “Greet ings,” he 
said. They came to him,  clasped his 
feet and wor shiped him. 10 Then  Jesus 
said to them, “Do not be  afraid. Go and 
tell my broth ers i to go to Gal i lee;  there 
they will see me.”

The Guards’ Report
11 While the wom en were on  their 

way, some of the  guards j went into 
the city and re port ed to the  chief 
 priests ev ery thing that had hap pened. 
12 When the  chief  priests had met with 
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TABLE OF WEIGHTS  
AND MEASURES

  Approximate Approximate 
 Biblical American Metric 
 Unit Equivalent Equivalent

Weights talent (60 minas) 75 pounds 34 kilograms
 mina (50 shekels) 1 1/4 pounds 560 grams
 shekel (2 bekas) 2/5 ounce 11.5 grams
 pim ( 2/3 shekel) 1/4 ounce 7.8 grams
 beka (10 gerahs) 1/5 ounce 5.7 grams
 gerah 1/50 ounce 0.6 gram
 daric 1/3 ounce 8.4 grams
     
Length cubit 18 inches 45 centimeters
 span 9 inches 23 centimeters
 handbreadth 3 inches 7.5 centimeters
 stadion (pl. stadia) 600 feet 183 meters
     
Capacity     
Dry Measure cor [homer] (10 ephahs) 6 bushels 220 liters
 lethek (5 ephahs) 3 bushels 110 liters
 ephah (10 omers) 3/5 bushel 22 liters
 seah ( 1/3 ephah) 7 quarts 7.5 liters
 omer ( 1/10 ephah) 2 quarts 2 liters
 cab ( 1/18 ephah) 1 quart 1 liter
     
Liquid Measure bath (1 ephah) 6 gallons 22 liters
 hin ( 1/6 bath) 1 gallon 3.8 liters
 log ( 1/72 bath) 1/3 quart 0.3 liter

The figures of the table are calculated on the basis of a shekel equaling 11.5 grams, a cubit equaling 18 
inches and an ephah equaling 22 liters. The quart referred to is either a dry quart (slightly larger than 
a liter) or a liquid quart (slightly smaller than a liter), whichever is applicable. The ton referred to in the 
footnotes is the American ton of 2,000 pounds. These weights are calculated relative to the particular 
commodity involved. Accordingly, the same measure of capacity in the text may be converted into 
different weights in the footnotes.

This table is based upon the best available information, but it is not intended to be mathematically 
precise; like the measurement equivalents in the footnotes, it merely gives approximate amounts and 
distances. Weights and measures differed somewhat at various times and places in the ancient world. 
There is uncertainty particularly about the ephah and the bath; further discoveries may shed more light 
on these units of capacity. n



THE GOSPEL  
AND WORK

Jon Tyson

n n n

Have you ever arrived at the end of an exhausting week at work and asked yourself what it was all 
for? Have you ever neglected your relationships so you could accomplish more at work? Have 

you ever let the pressure and pace of life drown out the quiet longings of your soul? Or have you 
ever been to church with these questions weighing on your mind only to leave feeling guilty and 
confused, with no answers in sight? If so, you’re not alone.

Dorothy Sayers famously said, “How can anyone remain interested in a religion which seems to 
have no concern for nine- tenths of his life?”1  Many of us sense a disconnect between the good news 
we hear at church and what we do all week. Sure, we hear that our sins are forgiven, and that we an-
ticipate life with God in eternity. But what does the gospel have to do with God in the workplace? 
How does the atonement impact office culture? How does regeneration impact the way we think 
about revenue? What does it mean to be great in the kingdom by becoming a servant, yet bear the 
responsibility of leading a firm?

I felt this tension early in my faith journey. I became a Christian at a Pentecostal revival when I 
was 16. I sensed that God was doing something powerful and unique at the time. The church ser-
vices were electric. I felt God’s presence so tangibly that I did not want to leave. I was transformed 
by the gospel and I wanted the whole world to know.

My world, however, did not reciprocate. I had recently dropped out of high school to work as a 
butcher in a meat factory, and no matter how hard I tried, I couldn’t get any of the other butchers to 
come to church. After months of pleading with them, I became deeply discouraged. What was my 
value in the world if I wasn’t winning souls? Why did I even bother having a job if I couldn’t recruit 
people to come to church? This kick- started my theological journey to try to understand how the 
gospel and work connect with each other.

THE GOSPEL’S PERVASIVE INFLUENCE
In Colossians, Paul says, “God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in [Christ], and through 
him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 
through his blood, shed on the cross.” (1:19–20). What God was doing in Christ impacts, and 
draws into redemption, every aspect of human life. Paul Marshall says,

The gospel is for all things, and he makes a threefold statement about the Lordship of Christ. Every-
thing was made by and for Jesus Christ. Everything holds together in Jesus Christ. Everything will 
be reconciled by Jesus Christ. The “everything” that is reconciled is the same everything that was 
made. The scope of redemption is the same as the scope of creation. The Creator and Redeemer are 
one and the same. Things in heaven, things in earth, things visible and invisible, dominions, and 
authorities will be reconciled by the cross of Jesus Christ.2 

1 Dorothy Sayers, Creed or Chaos? (Manchester: Sophia Institute Press, 1974), 106.
2 Paul Marshall, Heaven Is Not My Home (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1999), 46.
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The apostle Paul says elsewhere that the reason for Christ’s ascension was “to fill the whole uni-
verse” (Eph 4:10). Christ not only saves us from sin; he also saves us for his mission of renewal and 
redemption, so that the universe may be filled with the beauty of Christ. This means that our jobs 
are key to the way we live out the gospel and advance God’s kingdom.

The gospel informs our work by giving us a context for the work we do. Scottish philosopher 
Alasdair MacIntyre said, “I can only answer the question ‘What am I to do?’ if I can answer the prior 
question ‘Of what story or stories do I find myself a part?’ ”3 4  In order to understand how the gospel 
relates to our work, we need a broad theological base that is grounded in Scripture. Much of evangel-
ical theology starts with sin and ends with salvation. We start with Genesis 3 and end with Revelation 
20. This is like entering a movie 15 minutes late and leaving 15 minutes early. As a result, we struggle 
and strain to makes sense of what is happening in the overall story. Knowing that we were created in 
the image of God and given dominion over the earth helps us see work as central to what it means to 
be human. As Steve Garber has said, “Vocation is integral, not incidental, to the missio dei.”5 

The gospel calls us not to retreat from the world into the church, but to embody the values of 
God’s kingdom wherever we are, especially in the workplace.

RELIEF FROM THE “WINNER’S SCRIPT”
The gospel also gives us a new, secure identity in Christ. So much of what happens in the workplace 
is driven by competitiveness and people trying to prove their worth. Locating our identity in our 
performance can get exhausting. People are only as secure as their current results. People living in 
this way are following what Richard Rohr calls the “winners script.”6  The winner’s script demands 
that we raise ourselves up out of nothing and make ourselves into something to which the world 
aspires and that it envies. Thus, life becomes as a series of straining for vocational accomplishments 
that will move us toward us acceptance and worth in the eyes of those around us.

The winner’s script has at times crept into the church. We often desire to win the esteem and 
praise of others. But in so doing, we construct fragile identities for ourselves and tire out our souls. 
The gospel liberates us from the winner’s script. We do not have to build our own identity in our 
work. Rather, our work stems from our identity in Christ.

Think about the order of the life of Jesus. If our modern society wrote the gospel, it would order 
it as follows: Christ would live his life of compassion and love. He would confront the Pharisees, 
teach his disciples, cast out demons, heal the sick and then go to the cross. After his victory, he 
would rise in glory and restore his disciples. And right at the moment of his ascension, the heavens 
would open and the Father would say, “This is my son, whom I love. With him I am well pleased.” 
In other words, God’s approval would come as a result of Jesus’ work.

But that is not the gospel. Before Jesus does any of these things, the Father announces his love for 
him. Jesus is given his baptismal identity before he begins his ministry, not after he accomplishes it. 
And in a similar way, in Christ God accepts us as his children, not on the basis of our works but on 
the basis of Christ’s redeeming work on our behalf.

In Christ, every spiritual blessing is ours. We therefore can be freed from the impulse to prove 
or impress others, because we know that God has already accepted us. So instead of using our jobs 
to prove our worth, we can use our jobs to love, serve and bless others. Our identity does not stem 
from the size of our portfolio, the impressiveness of our job description or the quality of our peer 

3 Alasdair MacIntyre, After Virtue, Third Edition (Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, 2007), 201. 
4 Steven Garber, “Vocation is Integral,” Q Ideas: http://qideas.org/videos/vocation-is-integral/, last accessed 9/2/2015. 
5 Steven Garber, “Vocation is Integral,” Q Ideas: http://qideas.org/videos/vocation-is-integral/, last accessed 9/2/2015. 
6 See Richard Rohr, Falling Upward: A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life (Jossey-Bass, 2001).
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reviews. And our identity is not destroyed by the loss of a job, the decline of our accounts or the lack 
of recognition. Knowing we are secure lets us work for God’s glory and serve others.

SEEKING GOD’S GLORY IN OUR WORK
The gospel reveals God’s glory. Not only do we come to know God’s glory— how awesome he is— 
by being in relationship with him, we are also called to seek God’s glory— his honor— in everything 
we do. Paul urges, “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God” 
(1Co 10:31). But how do we approach this challenge? Are some areas of life more God- glorifying 
than others? Are some things sacred while others are secular?

The Jewish Rabbis used to teach that the key to glorifying God in the world was through the 
power of holy intent. This practice was called kavanah. Abraham Heschel says, “Kavanah is di-
rection to God and requires the involvement and redirection of the whole person. It is the act of 
bringing together the scattered forces of the self; it means the participation of heart and soul, not 
only of will and mind.”7 

One of the meanings of the word glory is “weight or significance.” When we take our ordinary, 
everyday work and with holy intent seek to make it an act of worship before God, the mundane 
is transformed into something weighty and sacred. We infuse the ordinary stuff of life with holy 
intent and so make even the most trivial tasks artifacts and objects of glory.

Martin Buber articulates this vision well. He quotes a Hasidic anecdote and points out the inter-
relation between direction and redemption:

Enoch was a cobbler, and with every stitch of his awl that drew together the top and bottom of the 
leather, he joined God and the Shekinah. . . . Man exerts influence on the eternal, and this is not 
done by any special works, but by the intention with which he does all his works. This is the teach-
ing of the hallowing of the everyday. The issue is not to attain to a new type of acting which, owing 
to its object, would be sacred or mystical; the issue is to do the one appointed task, the common, 
obvious tasks of daily life, according to their truth and according to their meaning.8 

One of the congregants in my church used to work as a barista in a coffee shop. For him, this was 
a temporary job that caused him to wrestle to find meaning and joy in his work. But the concept of 
redeeming the ordinary through holy intent deeply inspired him. One day, I got a coffee from him, 
and instead of my name written on the cup, the word kavanah was written. He smiled and told 
me, “When I place the cup on the lid, I consciously do it as an act of worship and blessing, and it 
has transformed what I do here.” Imagine if Christians had this vision of glory in every part of life. 
Buildings would be designed with holy intent, food would be cooked with holy intent, children 
would be taught with holy intent and court cases would be tried with holy intent. And slowly but 
surely, in every sphere of our world, life would take on a new weight and significance as the stuff of 
life became the stuff of glory.

REDEEMING WORK
The gospel is also about redemption. Despite our rebellion against him, God has redeemed and re-
stored us. He has liberated us from sin and called us his children. Not only that, but he has also rede-
ployed us into the world as his laborers, who work with him to usher in the redemption of all things.

First, he redeems our hearts. He gives us new life and reorients our desires so that we now seek to 

7 Quoted in Michael Frost and Alan Hirsch, The Shaping of Things to Come: Innovation and Mission fro the 21st-Century Church (Nashville: Hendrickson Publishers, 
Kindle Edition, 2009), 129.

8 Quoted in Frost and Hirsch, The Shaping of Things to Come, 130.
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please him and advance the spread of his kingdom. This isn’t simply a personal matter. God wants 
the change we experience inwardly to flow out to the world around us. As Henry Van Til has said, 
culture is religion externalized.9  This means that God is not just about the redemption of our hearts 
alone, but also the entire world— and he wants to use us in his plan to do that.

James K. A. Smith put it well: “Redemption includes the reorientation of our culture- making 
capacities.”10  Our world and culture is in desperate need of redemption. It is broken. What we do 
in our work can have a significant impact not only on those we work with but also in the world. We 
can contribute to either renewal or decline. In our work, we can participate in God’s plan to move 
the world toward its intended end.

What would the world look like if Wall Street had people working according to Biblical steward-
ship rather than greed? If the people in fashion worked to reveal true beauty rather than surface- 
level exploitation? If food was processed for health rather than convenience? If educators prepared 
students for real- life flourishing rather than tests?

I remember when I first started to grasp the link between the gospel and my work. Instead of 
seeing the butcher shop as an outgrowth of the curse, plagued by thorns and labored in sweat, I 
began to see it as a place of opportunity. I began to see it as a place for formation, contribution and 
worship. I would go into work early, and get down on my knees and silently hold my knives up 
to God. With holy intent, I would ask him to use them for his glory, and my life for his kingdom, 
so my small part of the world could move toward redemption. And over the course of time, by 
God’s grace, it did. I can’t help but imagine how things would change in the world if this became a 
common practice. What if seamstresses and restaurant servers, analysts and artists, mechanics and 
moms all saw their work as sacred, and held it to God with holy intent, and did things for his glory 
so that the mundane became miraculous because it all played a part in the story of redemption?

So at the end of your next work week, rather than questions, may you find hope. And as you find 
your place in the story of God, serve from a secure identity, work with holy intent and seek redemp-
tion where you are. May you savor the joy of joining with God as he is making all things new. n

9 Henry R. Van Til, The Calvinist Concept of Culture (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2001). 42.
10 James K. A. Smith, Discipleship in the Present Tense: Reflections on Faith and Culture (Grand Rapids: Calvin College Press, 2013), 5.
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Richard Mouw
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The Imitation of Christ, written by Thomas à Kempis in the fifteenth century, is a spiritual classic. 
I have read it several times, always to my spiritual profit.

There is one point in the book, however, where the writer makes me uneasy. In arguing that an 
intellectual understanding of some basic Christian teaching does you no good unless that teaching 
is an integral part of your personal relationship with God, Kempis uses the doctrine of the Trinity 
to bring home his point. “What use is it to you to argue loftily about the Trinity,” he says, “if by 
your lack of humility you are displeasing to the Trinity? For lofty words make no man holy or just; 
but a life of virtue endears a man to God.”

It’s not that I disagree with the basic point he is making. Kempis is certainly right to impress 
upon us the need to live in ways that please the triune God. This means that simply being able to say 
some true things about the Trinity doesn’t do us any spiritual good unless we also have a heartfelt 
personal relationship with God.

My uneasiness has to do with the either/or manner in which he argues his case. It is dangerous, 
I think, to pit personal spirituality over against doctrinal formulation. My own view is that a vital 
relationship with the triune God has to be grounded in a solid understanding of the doctrine of 
the Trinity. Not that every lover of the Trinity must be skilled in theological argumentation. But a 
healthy Christian community will want to be sure that our spiritual devotion is supported by sound 
thinking.

Actually, it is significant that Kempis uses the Christian’s relationship to the Trinity as his example 
in making his point. The Bible itself never uses the word Trinity. Theologians invented the term to 
capture the sense of the Bible’s portrayal of the God who calls us to a life of obedience. If you see the 
Bible as nothing more than a book of disconnected sayings or laws, you might get the impression 
that there are three different gods: one who created the world, one who came into the world to die 
on the cross and rise to life again, and one who arrived later as a spirit who empowers believers to 
do important spiritual and religious things.

But, as the great theologians of the church throughout the ages have argued, the Bible does not 
present us with three different gods, each doing his own thing. Nor does the Bible allow us, on the 
other extreme, to conclude that “Father,” “Son” and “Holy Spirit” are simply three different names 
for one divine person. We have not understood the overall message of the Scripture, Christian 
theologians tell us, unless we see that there is one God in three Persons— a blessed Trinity to whom 
we direct our worship and service.

THE IMPORTANCE OF DOCTRINES
Doctrines are important. While they are not more important than our lives of spiritual devotion, 
they play a vital role in helping us understand not just who we are, but also what truths are neces-
sary to guide us in living lives that please the Lord.
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A doctrine is fundamentally a teaching. It is often said that the Bible is not a textbook of doc-
trines, and that is correct. The Bible contains many writings that are not in themselves teachings: 
prayers, dreams and visions; accounts of battles and journeys; letters; proverbs; poems and hymns; 
and genealogies.

However, it is important for us to ask what the Bible intends to teach us in its various modes of 
expression. Isaiah 11:12, for example, says that the earth has four quarters, or corners. It may say 
that, but it does not intend to teach that. The real point of that verse is not to tell us something 
important about the shape of the earth, but rather that God will gather together again his people 
who have been scattered in many different nations after a period of exile. The teaching here is that 
God is faithful to his promises.

There have been many arguments about doctrine throughout church history. Christians have 
not always treated each other with love, grace and respect while engaging in theological arguments. 
The history of our doctrinal disputes has been characterized by much mean- spiritedness— and even 
worse, the differences sometimes have led to actual wars and persecutions. But the arguments have 
often been about extremely important matters.

Take, for example, the questions about Christ’s divinity that led up to the famous Council of 
Nicea in 325, where the great Nicene Creed was formulated, and which continues to be a key doc-
trinal reference point for traditional Christianity. Some Christian thinkers had begun to teach that 
Christ was not fully God. He was, to be sure, a savior who came from heaven to accomplish our 
redemption. But he was not fully divine like the Father. He was more like a highly exalted angel— 
much greater than a human being but not quite “up there” with the Father.

Gifted theologians saw this as a serious deviation from Biblical teaching, and church leaders 
gathered at Nicea to settle the dispute. In reflecting on the many things the Bible actually says about 
Jesus, they decided that it was necessary, if Jesus was able to accomplish what the New Testament 
says he accomplished, that Jesus be— and this is the great passage on the subject from the Nicene 
Creed— “God from God, Light from Light, True God from True God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father.”

In one sense, of course, that wonderful formulation went “beyond” the actual words of the Bible. 
And it had to do so, because it was giving authoritative guidance in a situation where people had 
gotten into a lengthy argument about how to put together— into one coherent understanding— the 
core meaning of a variety of verses in the Bible that talk about the person and work of Jesus. Beyond 
all the many things the Bible says about Jesus, Nicea tells us what the Bible teaches.

DOCTRINE AND OUR WORK
This Bible on faith and work highlights for us many doctrinal emphases and themes that are im-
portant for understanding God’s call to us to serve the goals of his kingdom in our daily lives. The 
kinds of doctrinal emphases spelled out in these pages have meant much to me in my own journey 
of discipleship.

In the kind of evangelicalism in which I was raised, when preachers and Bible teachers used the 
word world, they typically were referring to something dangerous. We were warned against “world-
liness.” Out there— beyond the walls of the church— there were forces at work in “the world” that 
were bent on destroying our faith.

And the folks who spoke in this way could easily find Bible verses to support their point. The 
apostle John told the early Christians that they ought “not love the world or anything in the world” 
(1Jn 2:15). Jesus himself is recorded as warning his disciples that since they “do not belong to the 
world” they should not be surprised if “the world hates you” (Jn 15:19). And in one of the most 
poignant asides in his epistles, Paul tells us that his friend Demas had “deserted me and has gone to 
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Thessalonica” because he “loved this world” (2Ti 4:10).
The fact is, then, that you can find condemnations of “worldliness” in the Bible, even from Jesus 

himself. Of course, there is also a sense of “world” in the Bible that does not have that negative 
connotation. When people talked in my youth about sending out missionaries, they would point 
to Jesus’ command that we are to “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation” (Mk 
16:15). That was a more neutral sense of “world,” referring to the vast geographic expanse of the 
planet we inhabit.

The bad sense of “world” nagged at me as I grew older because there were so many things in the 
larger culture, beyond the walls of churches, that I became convinced God cared about: novels 
written by non- Christians, Hollywood films, chamber orchestras, race relations, the environment. 
Was all of that the stuff of “the world” that God wanted me to avoid?

One of my most important discoveries on this subject was that in John 3:16–17, verses that I 
knew well as an evangelical, the word for world in the Greek was kosmos, which referred to the cre-
ated order. God loved the original created order so much that he sent his only Son into that creation 
to save sinners. But there was more: verse 17 tells us that Jesus came into the cosmos— creation— 
not to condemn the cosmos, but that the cosmos might be saved through him.

That opened up a whole new “world” for me— the world, the original creation, that God still 
loved so much that he sent Jesus into that world to reclaim it. And that idea fit nicely with the 
opening verses of the Bible. In Genesis 1, God creates many things before he gets around to creating 
human beings. And each time he creates something, he sees that it is good. Light— “That’s good!” 
Rivers and creeks— “That’s good!” Birds and insects— “That’s good!” Chipmunks and otters— 
“That’s good!”

And then, when the Lord God gets around to creating human beings, his first instructions to the 
man and the woman are that they take care of all of those good things on his behalf. Human beings 
are given the assignment in the creation to be caretakers of all the wonderful things that the Lord 
God has made (see Ge 1:26–28).

Of course, sin messes that up in significant ways. But when God calls Israel to be his special 
people, he gives them detailed instructions about how to farm, how to deal with finances, how to 
engage in family life, how to do politics, music and art. God still cares about how human beings 
take care of the world that he originally made and declared “good.”

To be sure, those negative teachings in my youth about “the world” still make good sense. We 
are to avoid “the world,” in the sense of the sinful rebellious way of living in God’s creation. But 
we ought also to do our part to honor God’s continuing purposes for the good creation that Jesus 
came to reclaim.

Thinking about what the Bible teaches us about “the world” means not just focusing on a partic-
ular verse in which world appears. It means getting the overall sense of what the Bible says on the 
subject. God’s original purposes for creation have become corrupted and distorted as a result of our 
sinful rebellion. To love that disordered “world” is to be attached to those things that are, from the 
perspective of Christ’s kingdom, transitory and illusionary— it is to adopt the values of the sinful 
social order.

But God himself is still a lover of the world as he originally fashioned it— a place of goodness and 
beauty. So he now sends us into the sinful order, not to conform to it, but to confront its rebellion. 
As Jesus prayed to the Father on behalf of his disciples, “My prayer is not that you take them out of 
the world but that you protect them from the evil one” (Jn 17:15). God wants us to identify with 
all that is good in the cosmos, the good creation. The psalmist’s proclamation was not limited to a 
specific period of time: “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in 
it” (Ps 24:1).
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I love the opening words of the Westminster Shorter Catechism in this regard: Our “chief end” as 
human beings “is to glorify God and to enjoy him forever.” That is rich doctrine— a good capturing 
of an important teaching of Scripture. We were created to honor God’s creating purposes for the 
world that he declared to be good. We are to enjoy him— and all that he enjoys. This is the vision— 
informed by sound doctrines— that should inspire us in relating our faith to our daily work. n



FINDING OUR STORY  
IN GOD’S STORY

Nancy Ortberg

n n n

The Bible is far more than a collection of stories. That may seem obvious, but it is an important 
aspect for us to grasp, and it is often overlooked. Weaving together what can seem like a col-

lection of random stories, teachings, propositions and other kinds of literature in an overarching 
narrative is critical to understanding God’s revelation of himself in Scripture, as well as our own 
sense of calling. And the story of God is the thread that ties all of our stories together.

Sitting cross- legged on a braided rug in Sunday school, I was captivated by the story— and 
stories— of Scripture. Whether on a flannelgraph, through a song or simply by the telling of Mr. 
Yarborough, these stories enthralled me. And I saw the truths and values conveyed in them being 
lived out in the lives of the seventy- some folks who made up Pioneer Baptist Church. Over time, 
I began to understand that the stories of Adam and Eve, Abraham and Sarah, Moses and Miriam, 
Deborah, Samuel, David and so many others all anticipated Jesus. They were the prequel, as it 
were.

 After Adam and Eve disobeyed God and subjected our world to sin and death, God promised a re-
deemer (see Ge 3:15). With Abraham, God began to form a nation of people. He gave Abraham the 
land of Canaan, the eventual promised land and place where the Savior of the world would be born.

When I went to seminary, I was in danger of thinking that a more doctrinal or systematic frame-
work was what I needed to truly understand Scripture. While I certainly needed those, I quickly 
realized that those perspectives served to help me understand the story of Scripture. Taken all 
together, the accounts, teachings, propositions and other forms of literature communicate a grand 
narrative that many are surprised exists in the Bible.

While in seminary, I found it interesting that three- point and expositional sermons were the 
model that my instructors prescribed for us. But when I read and re- read the Gospels, I realized 
that the literary tool of story was Jesus’ consistent go- to for communicating to his listeners about 
the kingdom of God.

All of the various forms of literature in the Bible impact us in different ways. But of all of them, 
story often does more to capture our imagination. It challenges our mind and touches our heart. It 
forces us to integrate the message of God with our lives.

To be sure, the systematic and doctrinal approach to Scripture study helps us to draw critical 
elements and principles from the story. But I find it is the overall story of Scripture that connects 
most deeply with us in our current situations. Stories tend to linger with us longer, and they shape 
and transform us.

I learned many important truths from my grandmother, but what remains with me most was her 
story. Similarly, truths about God are important to know and teach. But I feel that truths about 
God stick with us and impact us most deeply when we encounter stories of how those truths were 
manifested in history, in our world and in our lives.
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GOD’S STORY AND WORK
God’s story starts with the intersection of creativity and work: the creation of all things. And this 
story sets into motion the human epic. God creates humanity to participate in his story— to work 
alongside him in cultivating the earth— which is both a gift and a responsibility. It is a way of con-
tinuing and developing the story of God that has already begun.

 Often when we’re introduced to new characters in this grand story, we learn about their occupa-
tion soon after we learn their name. Time and again I’ve heard people say they wish conversations 
with people they’ve just met didn’t begin with the question “What do you do?” I understand that 
these sorts of interactions can quickly devolve to subconscious and comparative assessments of 
“How important are you?” But in fact what we do says a lot about who we are.

Jesus spent 33 years, give or take, on earth to do what he came to do. And he probably spent 
all but the last three years under his parents’ roof, and much of his adulthood working alongside 
Joseph as a carpenter. His story means something for our story. In the incarnation, God the Son 
embraced all of humanity in order to redeem it. If it was fitting for him to embrace ordinary and 
often mundane human work, then it’s fitting for us, too. He affirmed the goodness of human work.

MY STORY
I started college as a laser- focused pre- med major and kept on that track through my sophomore 
year. But as a junior, I changed my major to nursing and picked up a minor in speech communica-
tions. I was planning to start my seminary education part- time while I worked as a nurse.

After college, I began working as a nurse at a large Catholic hospital 30 minutes from where I 
lived. Since I was new to the profession, I was watched very closely. I was placed in a three- month 
apprentice program and was never let out of sight of my mentor. I worked the day shift so they 
could watch me even more closely. I had classroom experience, but they wanted to ensure I could 
do real work on real people— and that I didn’t accidentally kill someone.

Toward the end of my three- month program, I knew that I would be placed on either the second 
or third shift for my permanent position. But that didn’t present a problem for me. My then- 
boyfriend was still in school, and I wouldn’t see him till Christmas break. My biggest dilemma, 
however, was asking the director of nursing— who was also a nun, a formidable one who caused the 
neurosurgeons to scramble and hide when they saw her walking down the hallway— if I could have 
a two- week extension on the day shift so I could spend time with my long- distance boyfriend in 
the evenings during his break. I practiced my speech, and it took me several attempts to approach 
her, but I finally mustered the courage to intercept her and mutter, “Sister Judy, my name is Nancy 
Berg, and I work on 3East. You don’t know me, but . . .” and then she interrupted me: “I know 
who you are.”

“Really?” I thought to myself.
She continued, “From the reports I’ve received, I’m guessing we will consider you for a head 

nurse position in the next year if you continue learning and working like you are.”
I was shocked. And she graciously approved my request. But after all these years, what has stood 

out to me most is that phrase: “I know who you are.” Every day when I showed up to work as a 
new and terrified young nurse, learning the ropes from a mentor, the director of nursing was paying 
attention. That knowledge deeply impacted my work from then on, and to this day it has shaped 
my work ethic and my own leadership.

Can you imagine a phrase more poised to locate you in God’s own story? “I know who you are.” 
God knows who we are, individually, and he wants us to participate in his story.

When I feel alone, even at work, I am reminded by the gospel that I am not actually alone. When 
I need help, I know I can turn to the One who knows me much more completely than I know 
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myself. Jesus embraced our humanity in its fullness and can relate to us no matter where we are or 
how we feel. My relationship with God is not based on fear or even obedience. It is based on his 
knowing me and accepting me.

A MEMORABLE PATIENT
Four years into my nursing career, I took a position in the hospital emergency department. Late one 
night, I was assigned a new patient just before my shift ended at 11:30 p.m. I was tired and I did 
not want a new patient. Taking a new patient meant adding 20 to 30 minutes to my shift before 
I could hand her over to the nurses coming in. Additionally, the attending physician had ordered 
some preliminary lab work, which meant that I would need to stay until those results came back.

I don’t think I let my unhappiness leak out, but I was fairly cursory in my questions, not paying 
much attention to my new patient. And it seemed to me that she had the flu. I wondered to myself, 
“Who comes to the ER for the flu? Just wait until the morning and go see your doctor. This is the 
ER, where people with serious conditions are treated.”

As I recorded her vital signs, she talked to me even though I wasn’t asking her many questions. 
She had been feeling weak and achy for a few days. Her husband and her two young children had 
left the day before for a vacation in Tahoe. She was planning to meet them in a day or two, after 
she had finished a work project. But tonight she felt “weird.” She couldn’t pinpoint exactly what 
she was feeling, so she thought she had better get examined before she left for Tahoe. I smiled and 
nodded at her as she told me this, but inside I thought again, “Why couldn’t you have waited until 
the morning to see your primary doctor? This doesn’t seem like an emergency to me.”

I quickly recorded her blood pressure, pulse and temperature. I helped her change into a hospital 
gown, instructed her to give us a urine sample and then left the room. On my way to hand over her 
chart to the nurse who would be taking over, I tore off the incoming lab reports.

I scanned the numbers and remember feeling like I had walked in to a brick wall. Her blood 
count results looked like a ridiculous mistake and made no sense at all after my initial read. Then as 
my brain frantically started registering what I saw, the doctor, who was reading over my shoulder, 
told me, “Set up a bone marrow biopsy tray.” It appeared that she had Leukemia. In a moment, I 
was setting up a tray without telling my patient what the procedure was for or what it would be like. 
I then thought to myself, “Do I know who she is?”

In the next 30 minutes, before the doctor would arrive at her bedside to do the painful biopsy, 
I pulled up a chair so I was eye level with her. I then asked her some questions— about her family, 
where she grew up, her job and so on. She was intermittently animated and nervous, but she didn’t 
have a clue as to what was going on.

Six weeks later she died. She never left the Intensive Care Unit room that we sent her to later 
that night.

That night, I stayed at her bedside until 3 a.m., after clocking out much earlier, not getting paid 
for this volunteer time. I stayed with her during the procedure and when the doctor explained the 
most likely diagnosis. I stayed with her when she asked me to dial a phone number that woke up 
her husband in Tahoe.

I stayed with her as we wheeled her on a gurney up to the ICU, with an oxygen tube in her nose, 
an IV in her arm and an electrocardiogram monitor beeping away.

I visited her almost daily. I was with her when her husband burst through the curtain to see her, 
and later that day I brought their two little girls in, against ICU rules, to see their momma.

I watched her body bloat and turn dusky, and become unresponsive to any treatment. And I 
watched as her body began to shut down, system by system, and eventually die. I watched two little 
girls and a crushed husband weep over her.
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By the end of those six weeks, I knew who she was.
Our jobs, as Dallas Willard was fond of saying, “are our primary places of discipleship.”1  Join-

ing God’s creative work in this world means we not only participate in what he is doing, but also 
are known and shaped by him. My skills and my impatience, my contributions and my pride are 
all part of my story. And when it intersects with God’s story, I can truly delight in my skills and 
contributions— for I know he does.

Every one of the 66 books of the Bible tells God’s story of “I know who you are.” He is the Cre-
ator of all that is, and he knows us intimately— better than we know ourselves. He sent his Son to 
be with us and die for us because he knows us and wants us to know him. This truth helps us not 
only understand God’s Word but also who we are and how our work fits into his grand story. n

1 Dallas Willard, “The Gentle Art of Disciplemaking,” The Burner, June 27, 2012, http://theburnerblog.com/dmin/dallas-willard-on-making-disciples-the-gen-
tle-art-of-disciplemaking/.
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STORYLINE LOCATIONS: NUMERICAL ORDER

 1. Genesis 1: Introduction to the Sovereign King
 2. Genesis 3: A Cataclysmic Rebellion
 3. Genesis 6: Judgment and Mercy: Noah
 4. Genesis 12: The Power of Faith
 5. Exodus 1–3: God Raises a Deliverer: Moses
 6. Exodus 12: The Exodus from Egypt
 7. Numbers 14: Rebellion and Judgment in the Wilderness
 8. Deuteronomy 5: Covenant Renewal in the Next Generation
 9. Joshua 1: Conquering the Promised Land
 10. Judges 2: The Decline of Israel and the Rise of the Judges
 11. 1 Samuel 1–3: The Rise of a New Prophet
 12. 1 Samuel 8: Israel Demands a King
 13. 2 Samuel 7: Samuel Anoints of King David
 14. 1 Kings 3: King Solomon Builds the Temple
 15. 1 Kings 11: A Divided and Idolatrous Kingdom
 16. 2 Kings 17: Israel’s Rebellion Leads to Exile
 17. Hosea 11: The Prophetic Voice of the North: Hosea
 18. 2 Kings 18–20: A Righteous King in Judah: Hezekiah
 19. Jeremiah 1: Judah’s Prophet of Judgment and Hope: Jeremiah
 20. 2 Kings 25: Judah Is Taken into Exile
 21. Ezekiel 37: Hope in Exile: Ezekiel
 22. Nehemiah 9: Covenant Renewal and the Restoration of Jerusalem
 23. Malachi 3: Words of Hope before Silence
 24. John 1: The Word Becomes Human
 25. Mark 1: Jesus Begins His Public Ministry
 26. Matthew 5: Jesus: True Teacher of the Law
 27. Matthew 27: Jesus’ Suffering and Death
 28. Luke 24: Christ’s Resurrection and Ascension
 29. Acts 2: The Giving of the Spirit and Spread of the Gospel
 30. Acts 15: Controversy and the First Church Council
 31. Revelation 21: The Return of the King

STORYLINE LOCATIONS: CANONICAL ORDER

Genesis 1: Introduction to the Sovereign King
Genesis 3: A Cataclysmic Rebellion
Genesis 6: Judgment and Mercy: Noah
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Genesis 12: The Power of Faith
Exodus 1–3: God Raises a Deliverer: Moses
Exodus 12: The Exodus from Egypt
Numbers 14: Rebellion and Judgment in the Wilderness
Deuteronomy 5: Covenant Renewal in the Next Generation
Joshua 1: Conquering the Promised Land
Judges 2: The Decline of Israel and the Rise of the Judges
1 Samuel 1–3: The Rise of a New Prophet
1 Samuel 8: Israel Demands a King
2 Samuel 7: Samuel Anoints of King David
1 Kings 3: King Solomon Builds the Temple
1 Kings 11: A Divided and Idolatrous Kingdom
2 Kings 17: Israel’s Rebellion Leads to Exile
2 Kings 18–20: A Righteous King in Judah: Hezekiah
2 Kings 25: Judah Is Taken into Exile
Nehemiah 9: Covenant Renewal and the Restoration of Jerusalem
Jeremiah 31: Judah’s Prophet of Judgment and Hope: Jeremiah
Ezekiel 37: Hope in Exile: Ezekiel
Hosea 11: The Prophetic Voice of the North: Hosea
Malachi 3: Words of Hope before Silence
Matthew 5: Jesus: True Teacher of the Law
Matthew 27: Jesus’ Suffering and Death
Mark 1: Jesus Begins His Public Ministry
Luke 24: Christ’s Resurrection and Ascension
John 1: The Word Becomes Human
Acts 2: The Giving of the Spirit and Spread of the Gospel
Acts 15: Controversy and the First Church Council
Revelation 21: The Return of the King

STORYLINE LOCATIONS: ALPHABETICAL ORDER

Cataclysmic Rebellion, A: Genesis 3
Christ’s Resurrection and Ascension: Luke 24
Conquering the Promised Land: Joshua 1
Controversy and the First Church Council: Acts 15
Covenant Renewal and the Restoration of Jerusalem: Nehemiah 9
Covenant Renewal in the Next Generation: Deuteronomy 5
Decline of Israel and the Rise of the Judges, The: Judges 2
Divided and Idolatrous Kingdom, A: 1 Kings 11
Exodus from Egypt, The: Exodus 12
God Raises a Deliverer: Moses: Exodus 1–3
Giving of the Spirit and Spread of the Gospel, The: Acts 2
Hope in Exile: Ezekiel: Ezekiel 37
Introduction to the Sovereign King: Genesis 1
Israel Demands a King: 1 Samuel 8
Israel’s Rebellion Leads to Exile: 2 Kings 17
Jesus Begins His Public Ministry: Mark 1
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Jesus’ Suffering and Death: Matthew 27
Jesus: True Teacher of the Law: Matthew 5
Judah Is Taken into Exile: 2 Kings 25
Judah’s Prophet of Judgment and Hope: Jeremiah: Jeremiah 31
Judgment and Mercy: Noah: Genesis 6
King Solomon Builds the Temple: 1 Kings 3
Power of Faith, The: Genesis 12
Prophetic Voice of the North: Hosea, The: Hosea 11
Rebellion and Judgment in the Wilderness: Numbers 14
Return of the King, The: Revelation 21
Righteous King in Judah: Hezekiah, A: 2 Kings 18–20
Rise of a New Prophet, The: 1 Samuel 1–3
Samuel Anoints King David: 2 Samuel 7
Word Becomes Human, The: John 1
Words of Hope before Silence: Malachi 3
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CORE DOCTRINES: CANONICAL ORDER

Genesis 1:1: God— Creator
Genesis 1:28: Humanity— Cultural Mandate
Genesis 3:6: Humanity— The Fall
Genesis 9:6: Humanity— Image of God
Leviticus 23:3: Humanity— Sabbath
Joshua 7:20–23: Humanity— Sin
1Kings 5:1–12: Church— Cultural Engagement
Esther 4:14–16: God— Sovereignty
Job 19:25–27: Redemption— Faith
Job 33:4: Holy Spirit— Cosmic Pneumatology
Psalm 45:16–17: Humanity— Vice- Regents
Isaiah 6:3: God— Glorious
Isaiah 44:24: God— Creation
Jeremiah 17:9: Church— Antithesis
Ezekiel 37:1–14: Redemption— Regeneration
Habakkuk 3:17–19: God— Prayer
Matthew 5:45: Church— Common Grace
Mark 1:10: God— Trinity
Luke 24:33–34: Christ’s Resurrection
John 1:14: Christ— Incarnation
John 13:34: Church— Community
Acts 1:9: Church— Ascension
Acts 7:56: Christ— The Son of Man
Romans 1:20: God— Sphere Sovereignty
Romans 3:24: Redemption— Justification
Romans 6:11: Redemption— Vivification
Romans 8:14–17: Redemption— Adoption
Romans 15:19: Holy Spirit— Empowerment
1 Corinthians 2:13: Holy Spirit— Discernment
Ephesians 1:3: Redemption— Union with Christ
Ephesians 4:1: Humanity— Calling
Ephesians 4:22: Redemption— Repentance
Philippians 2:12–13: Redemption— Sanctification
Colossians 3:5: Redemption— Mortification
2 Thessalonians 2:15: Redemption— Perseverance
2 Timothy 3:16: God— Scripture
Titus 2:13: Redemption— Glorification
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Hebrews 4:14: Christ— High Priest
Hebrews 11:1: Humanity— Imagination
James 3:16: Humanity— Sin and Disordered Desires
1 Peter 1:1: Church— Exile
1 Peter 2:9: Church– Priesthood of all Believers
2 Peter 3:10–13: Future— Last Judgment
1 John 4:8: God— Love
Revelation 21:2: Future— New Jerusalem

CORE DOCTRINES: ALPHABETICAL ORDER

Christ— High Priest: Hebrews 4:14
Christ— Incarnation: John 1:14
Christ— Resurrection: Luke 24:33–34
Christ— The Son of Man: Acts 7:56
Church— Antithesis: Jeremiah 17:9
Church— Ascension: Acts 1:9
Church— Common Grace: Matthew 5:45
Church— Community: John 13:34
Church— Cultural Engagement: 1Kings 5:1–12
Church— Exile: 1 Peter 1:1
Church— Priesthood of all Believers: 1 Peter 2:9
Future— Last Judgment: 2 Peter 3:10–13
Future— New Jerusalem: Revelation 21:2
God— Creation: Isaiah 44:24
God— Creator: Genesis 1:1
God— Glorious: Isaiah 6:3
God— Love: 1 John 4:8
God— Prayer: Habakkuk 3:17–19
God— Scripture: 2 Timothy 3:16
God— Sovereignty: Esther 4:14–16
God— Sphere Sovereignty: Romans 1:20
God— Trinity: Mark 1:10
Holy Spirit— Cosmic Pneumatology: Job 33:4
Holy Spirit— Discernment: 1 Corinthians 2:13
Holy Spirit— Empowerment: Romans 15:19
Humanity— Calling: Ephesians 4:1
Humanity— Cultural Mandate: Genesis 1:28
Humanity— The Fall: Genesis 3:6
Humanity— Image of God: Genesis 9:6
Humanity— Imagination: Hebrews 11:1
Humanity— Sabbath: Leviticus 23:3
Humanity— Sin: Joshua 7:20–23
Humanity— Sin and Disordered Desires: James 3:16
Humanity— Vice- Regents: Psalm 45:16–17
Redemption— Adoption: Romans 8:14–17
Redemption— Faith: Job 19:25–27
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Redemption— Justification: Romans 3:24
Redemption— Regeneration: Ezekiel 37:1–14
Redemption— Union with Christ: Ephesians 1:3
Redemption— Vivification: Romans 6:11
Redemption— Repentance: Ephesians 4:22
Redemption— Sanctification: Philippians 2:12–13
Redemption— Mortification: Colossians 3:5
Redemption— Perseverance: 2 Thessalonians 2:15
Redemption— Glorification: Titus 2:13



DEEPER  
AT WORK
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DEEPER AT WORK IN CANONICAL ORDER
1 Kings 5:18: Church— Common Grace
1 Chronicles 29:11: Future— New Jerusalem
Ezra 3:7: Church— Cultural Engagement
Job 38:4: God— Creator
Psalm 22:28: God— Sovereignty
Psalm 24:7: God— Glory
Psalm 73:27–28: Church— Antithesis
Psalm 100:3: Humanity— Sin and Disordered Desires
Proverbs 17:24: Holy Spirit— Discernment
Ecclesiastes 3:11: Humanity— Image of God
Isaiah 1:17: Humanity— Image of God
Isaiah 11:8–9: Humanity— Vice Regents
Jeremiah 29:4–7: Church— Exile
Lamentations 3:40: Redemption— Repentance
Ezekiel 36:26: Redemption— Sanctification
Daniel 1:17: Church— Exile
Mark 15:16: Humanity— Cultural Mandate
John 15:13: Christ— Sacrificial Love
1 Corinthians 4:5: Future— Final Judgment
1 Corinthians 15:12–28: Christ— Resurrection
2 Corinthians 12:10: Humanity— Calling
Galatians 4:7: Humanity— Adoption
Ephesians 6:10–18: Redemption— Faith
Colossians 3:5: Redemption— Mortification
1 Thessalonians 5:17: Humanity— Prayer
Hebrews 7:3: Christ— High Priest
James 1:12: Redemption— Perseverance
James 5:16: Redemption— Freedom from Sin
2 John 5–6: God— Love
Revelation 5:10: Priesthood of All Believers

DEEPER AT WORK IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER
Christ— High Priest: Hebrews 7:3
Christ— Resurrection: 1 Corinthians 15:12–28
Christ— Sacrificial Love: John 15:13
Church— Antithesis: Psalm 73:27–28
Church— Common Grace: 1 Kings 5:18
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Church— Cultural Engagement: Ezra 3:7
Church— Exile: Daniel 1:17
Church— Exile: Jeremiah 29:4–7
Future— Final Judgment: 1 Corinthians 4:5
Future— New Jerusalem: 1 Chronicles 29:11
God— Creator: Job 38:4
God— Glory: Psalm 24:7
God— Love: 2 John 1:5–6
God— Sovereignty: Psalm 22:28
Holy Spirit— Discernment: Proverbs 17:24
Humanity— Adoption: Galatians 4:7
Humanity— Calling: 2 Corinthians 12:10
Humanity— Cultural Mandate: Mark 15:16
Humanity— Sin and Disordered Desires: Psalm 100:3
Humanity— Image of God: Ecclesiastes 3:11
Humanity— Image of God: Isaiah 1:17
Humanity— Prayer: 1 Thessalonians 5:17
Humanity— Vice Regents: Isaiah 11:8–9
Priesthood of All Believers: Revelation 5:10
Redemption— Faith: Ephesians 6:10–18
Redemption— Freedom from Sin: James 5:16
Redemption— Mortification: Colossians 3:5
Redemption— Perseverance: James 1:12
Redemption— Repentance: Lamentations 3:40
Redemption— Sanctification: Ezekiel 36:26
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