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any thing de serv ing  death, I do not refuse to die. 
But if the charg es  brought  against me by  these 
Jews are not true, no one has the  right to hand 
me over to them. I ap peal to Cae sar!”

12 Af ter Fes tus had con ferred with his coun cil, 
he de clared: “You have ap pealed to Cae sar. To 
Cae sar you will go!”

Festus Consults King Agrippa
13 A few days lat er King Agrip pa and Ber ni ce 

ar rived at Caes a rea to pay  their re spects to Fes tus. 

him. They  brought many se ri ous charg es  against 
him, but they  could not  prove them.

8 Then Paul made his de fense: “I have done noth­
ing  wrong  against the Jew ish law or  against the 
tem ple or  against Cae sar.”

9 Fes tus, wish ing to do the Jews a fa vor, said to 
Paul, “Are you will ing to go up to Je ru sa lem and 
 stand tri al be fore me  there on  these charg es?”

10 Paul an swered: “I am now stand ing be fore 
Cae sar’s  court,  where I  ought to be  tried. I have 
not done any  wrong to the Jews, as you your self 
know very well. 11 If, how ev er, I am  guilty of do ing 

25:8 I have done nothing wrong Judging by Paul’s 
response, the Jewish leaders had apparently repeated 
their earlier false accusations that Paul had incited 
sedition and desecrated the temple (24:5 – 6). See the 
infographic “Herod’s Temple” on p. 1626.
25:9 to Jerusalem Festus acquiesces to the Jews’ 
wish for Paul to be tried in Jerusalem, but he offers to 
preside at the trial. Paul’s response indicates that he 

suspects Festus is really intending to hand him over to 
the Jewish authorities.
25:10 Caesar’s court Festus is acting as Caesar’s 
representative when he makes judicial decisions. Paul is 
saying that, since he has discredited the Jewish accusa-
tions that he violated the Mosaic Law, a Roman court is 
the only place where he should be tried.
25:11 I appeal to Caesar As a Roman citizen (see 
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