








DAY 12 | THE JESUS WAY

«

B ut to you who are listening | say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,  bless
those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 2° If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn
to them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 3° Give to
everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 3" Do to
others as you would have them do to you.

32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them.
33 And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that.
34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners
lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. * But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to
them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children
of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. *¢ Be merciful, just as your Father
is merciful.

— Luke 6:27-36

How does Jesus expect us to make a difference? How does he propose we should act so that God’s
world can be set right? Right from the beginning of his ministry he made clear that he held to a radical
agenda.

He was a king, but a king without an army. He did not propose to bring change through force, nor even
through argument. He told his disciples what he expected of them: to love their enemies. To avoid
payback for mistreatment. To give freely to anyone —not just to the deserving. Mercy is the key, because
God himself is merciful.

To say the least, this could not have seemed like a very powerful approach. In the face of a hypocritical
religious establishment and of a violent, oppressive government, in a society marked by poverty and
injustice, Jesus speaks in the strongest terms about the power of love. This love is to be exerted not just
to friends and family, but to people who despise and mistreat you. “You will get a lot out of this approach,”
he tells them. Most tellingly, you will be “children of the Most High,” because you are acting in the way
that he acts.

When you are on your mission trip, this will be your way of making a difference. You may find enemies
among the church leaders you want to help; or among obstructive officials, or greedy soldiers. You may
find your enemy on your own team! Don'’t fight them. Love them!

PRAYER Lord, love doesn’t come easily to me—especially when I’'m trying to love people who
are so extremely unlovable. Help me to keep my focus on you, and on your kindness. You care for
the ungrateful and the wicked. Help me to follow your way.

(next page)



(Devotion continued)

— NOTES —




DAY 13 | JESUS CRITICIZES THE GOOD PEOPLE

Then the Lord said to him, “Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside
you are full of greed and wickedness. *° You foolish people! Did not the one who made the outside
make the inside also? #' But now as for what is inside you—be generous to the poor, and everything

will be clean for you.

42 “Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden
herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the latter without leaving
the former undone.

— Luke 11:39-42

Pharisees have a bad reputation, so it's easy to forget that they were “good people” in their day. They
claimed to take God’s word more seriously than anybody. Consistently Jesus condemned them for
making a show of their faith in front of other people, but neglecting to focus on God’s deeper concerns.

What did they neglect? This passage mentions three things. They don’t show generosity to the poor.
They overlook justice. And they aren’t adequately concerned with loving God.

A mission trip can tempt you to go the Pharisees’ way. After all, you are giving up time and money to do
God’s work. Your sense of following God’s call can easily turn to pride, and that pride can easily become
self-righteous regarding the “little things.” More than a few mission trips have been marred by such
attitudes.

The antidote is clear, if not easy: practice generosity, especially to those who need it. Look for
opportunities to practice justice, which is to love your neighbor as yourself. And love God with your heart,
~ soul, mind and strength. No one whose focus stays on such things can be anything other than humble.

. PRAYER Lord, help me to see myself clearly. If pride creeps in, help me to turn my focus toward
. you and toward others.

— NOTES —




DAY 14 | JESUS AND THE PEOPLE WHO PRAY @
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Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.
2 He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people thought.
8 And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against
my adversary.’

4 “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though | don’t fear God or care what
people think, ° yet because this widow keeps bothering me, | will see that she gets justice, so that she
won’t eventually come and attack me!”

¢ And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. ” And will not God bring about justice for his
chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 | tell you, he will see
that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”

— Luke 18:1-8

We’ve emphasized the story of God’s justice in this series of devotions. Justice is not a subject that is
sprinkled on occasionally throughout the Bible, like confetti. Rather it is the core of what God seeks in
the earth that he created. He aims to set right the world that has been broken by sin. He wants every
creature to flourish, and he wants to put an end to evil. Then there will be peace. So God wants, and so
he promises to do.

In mission we seek to take part in this story—to do what we can, by word and deed, to advance the
coming of God’s kingdom and make this planet more what he wants. As Jesus’ parable of the persistent
widow makes clear, even the most helpless person can participate in this—by prayer. God wants to bring
justice, and he is eager to hear his people requesting it. But “When the Son of Man comes, will he find ‘ '
faith on earth?” Will Jesus discover us praying with heart and soul for his kingdom to come? " ’

What about you? Can you say that justice is consistently your prayer? Do you persist in looking for it and
asking for it from God himself? \\ \

Your mission trip can be a time for you to develop the habit—the faith habit—of praying for justice. During' » N

your trip you will be highly attuned to your environment, noticing what you might ordinarily miss in your ’ O
everyday life. Most of us see more critically when we are in another cultural setting too: we recognize '/

0
/

injustice because it stands out to us, whereas the familiar life of our own community may have lulled us §
into thinking there is no injustice. k

When you see injustice, you can respond with plans for action. You can respond with anger and outrage.
Here’s another response: learn to pray. Truthfully, your outrage may not accomplish much. Neither
may your plans for action make any deep impact. But you go on mission accompanied by a God who

(next page)



(Devotion continued)

cares, and wants you to join him in his concern for injustice. He has the power to bring change. He has
promised to bring change. Make sure you are talking to him about it.

PRAYER Lord, I don’t want to be a prayerless activist. | want to be closer to this widow, who
never lost hope, and never stopped praying.

— NOTES —




DAy 15 | THE PROSPERITY GOSPEL?

Acertain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal life?”

19 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 2 You know the
commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not
give false testimony, honor your father and mother.’[a]”

21 “All these | have kept since | was a boy,” he said.

22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give
to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”

2 When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very wealthy. 2 Jesus looked at him
and said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! % Indeed, it is easier for a camel to
go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”

26 Those who heard this asked, “Who then can be saved?”
27 Jesus replied, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.”
28 Peter said to him, “We have left all we had to follow you!”

2 “Truly | tell you,” Jesus said to them, “no one who has left home or wife or brothers or sisters or
‘ parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God 30 will fail to receive many times as much in this
Q age, and in the age to come eternal life.”

g — Luke 18:18-30

Does God make you rich? Some Christians preach that he does—that if you give to the church you will

\'/, "Qy. get a phenomenal return on investment and end up wealthy. This teaching is known as “the prosperity
: gospel.”

In contrast, Jesus tells a rich young man to give up his wealth if he wants to experience eternal life. He
will have “treasure in heaven,” though apparently not much on earth. Jesus comments that it is really
' ‘ difficult for the rich to truly follow God’s will. He sees wealth as a problem, not a promise.

To his disciples, who have left behind their businesses and careers to follow Jesus, Jesus promises a
prosperity of relationships—multiplied home and family, which is part of being a member of God’s family.
Jesus also promises eternal life.

Yes, God does make you rich—but rich in what truly matters.

You might ponder this as you prepare for your mission trip. You are giving up something to go. Whether it
is a lot or a little, it is something. What kinds of rewards do you hope for?

(next page)



(Devotion continued)
PRAYER Lord, beneath our greedy concerns for money, we feel this universal longing for home

and spouse and brothers and sisters and parents and children. We ask you to fulfill this longing
in an unexpected and abundant way.

— NOTES —




DAy 16 | THE POWER OF JESUS

esus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
' Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 2° and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely
| am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

— Matthew 28:18-20

Today’s scripture is one of the most famous in the Bible. It is the foundation for evangelism and
discipleship, and a key text in mission. Christians are commanded to go to “all nations.” No place on
earth is excluded.

In some circles this command stands apart from the concern for justice that we have been following
through the Bible. Is there justice in this text? Where is the command for Christians to work for justice?

The answer is actually quite obvious. Jesus’ disciples are to teach new disciples “to obey everything |
have commanded you.” As we have seen in the last week, Jesus’ concern for justice runs throughout his
teaching. He also emphasized his continuity with everything in God’s law. So all the detailed laws of the
Old Testament, all the prophetic critiques, all the prayers for justice to be done, are folded in to “what |
have commanded you.”

God wants to bring justice to the earth through human beings. That is why he chose Abraham. That is
why he gave Israel the law. That is why he urged his prophets to criticize the lack of justice they saw in %
Israel. R

So it is no surprise to note that Jesus called his disciples and trained them in a lifestyle of justice. Nor is it
a surprise that he tells them to make other disciples and train them in the same way. This is God’s way of &
bringing justice to his creation: he does it through people.

This is the ultimate test of effective mission. Have we been able to raise up a body of people who
love God and live a life of justice? To do so requires that you first learn yourself to “obey all that | have
commanded you.”

PRAYER Lord, we want to be people who can disciple other people into your commands
of justice. Please help us; we are inadequate to this command. We trust that you would not
command in us what you will not also empower. Help us.

(next page)



(Devotion continued)

— NOTES —




pAY 17 | THE POWER OF GENEROSITY

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously
will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you
abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good
work. ? As it is written:

“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor;
their righteousness endures forever.”[a]

9 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store
of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. ' You will be enriched in every way so that
you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving

to God.

— 2 Corinthians 9:6-11

The apostle Paul believed in a generous lifestyle, and he tried hard to teach it to those he had won to
Christ. One way was to sponsor a collection for the poor in Jerusalem. In many of his letters he advances
this collection, but never at more length than in 2 Corinthians, where he lays out much of his thinking
about generosity.

Remember where we started in this devotional series? In the first chapters of Genesis we get a picture
of the world as God made it—a place of justice, where each creature can flourish. The key point in this
Corinthians passage is that generosity furthers human flourishing, both for those who receive and for
those who give.

Generosity is a gentle and natural way to set the world right. Notice Paul’s words that emphasize
” “cheerful,” “abundantly,” “abound,” “enriched.” These happen when God’s
people do something small and simple: they give cheerfully.

abundance: “reap generously,

PRAYER Lord, help me to see that when I give | am not truly giving anything up. You bring a
wonderful harvest for every act of generosity. Make me see this; help me live it.

(next page)



(Devotion continued)

— NOTES —




DAy 18 | THE POWER OF HUMILITY

I

8 Who, being in very nature[a] God,

n your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:

did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
" rather, he made himself nothing
\ by taking the very nature[b] of a servant,
) being made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man,

he humbled himself

by becoming obedient to death—

even death on a cross!

® Therefore God exalted him to the highest place

and gave him the name that is above every name,
0 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
" and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, |

to the glory of God the Father. :

— Philippians 2:5-11

o~ g (
The greatest challenges on mission trips often come from the people who accompany you. Sometimes -
the stress of the new and unfamiliar brings out the worst in people. And even at your best, you'’re

supposed to cooperate closely with people you probably haven’t worked with before. Quite often, there
are bad feelings.

This famous passage from Philippians speaks to those attitudes, urging you to imitate Jesus’ humility.
This prose-poem contains the story of God’s justice in a nutshell. It’s all wrapped up in Jesus. As a
humble servant he gave up his privileges. More, he sacrificed his life. God the father raised him back to
life, and lifted him to the highest place of honor. Before this Jesus, the whole earth will come together.
Surely peace will reign under the Lordship of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.

It’s not an exaggeration, then, to say that when interpersonal stress comes, you encounter the very
moment to see God’s justice flourish. For if you can imitate Jesus in humility, following in service,
sacrificing your privileges and even your life, God can raise you up.

(next page)



(Devotion continued)

“How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!” (Psalm 133:1) It may seem to be
a small thing, but it may be the most powerful place for God to work in your mission trip.

PRAYER Lord, prepare me and our entire team to be servants, not only of those who host us, but
also of each other.

— NOTES —




DAY 19 | REVOLUTION

I am sending him—who is my very heart—back to you. ® | would have liked to keep him with me so
that he could take your place in helping me while | am in chains for the gospel.'* But | did not want
to do anything without your consent, so that any favor you do would not seem forced but would be
voluntary. '® Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little while was that you might have
him back forever— '® no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother.

— Philippians 2:5-11

People sometimes wonder why Paul didn’t preach against slavery. The short answer is that he did.
The little, powerless Christian church had no power to influence the Roman government, and in fact it's
questionable whether the emperor himself could have ended an institution that was so powerful and
pervasive. Slaves did everything!

Nevertheless, Paul’s writings undermine slavery at every point by insisting that slaves are really human
beings, God’s children, worthy of respect. They are not tools, to be used up and discarded! v ' ) i"

And in this little book of Philemon, we see what Paul is really after: revolution.

This is not a revolution of blood. Rather it is a revolution of love. Paul gently but firmly urges his friend
Philemon to give up his slave Onesimus—his valuable property. But more he urges Philemon to join
the revolution, seeing Onesimus not as a slave, but as a dear brother. The two are utterly incompatible.
Slaves aren’t brothers, and brothers aren’t slaves. If Philemon listens to Paul, his days as a slaveholder
are over. If the Roman empire listens, its days as a slave nation are over too.

Slavery of the kind Paul experienced did eventually die, but the power of his revolution goes on. Love
has a way of chipping away at the foundation of tyranny. We’ve seen revolutions of blood that only led to
more shed blood. But the true revolution, the one that changes everything, is still coming. That’s why we
pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “your kingdom come.” Whenever we treat an enemy or a stranger as a brother,
the kingdom comes a little closer.

PRAYER Lord, show me the “dear brothers and sisters” that | don’t even recognize.

— NOTES —




DAY 20 | GOD’S JUSTICE

Then | saw “a new heaven and a new earth,”[a] for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 | saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And | heard a loud voice
from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with
them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every
tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’[b] or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of
things has passed away.”

— Revelation 21:1-4

In the beginning God made a cosmos that was “very good.” In the end, it will become even better. This is
the justice of God that we wait for and work for. It's what your mission trip is all about.

We are talking about a real place—a city. The people who live there will have their bodies back, new
and improved. God will live there too! The residents of this city will no longer fear death. There will be no
crying or pain. The long era of injustice, ruled over by death, will have ended.

We aren’t there yet. But we must not lose the sense of direction we get from knowing where we are
going. This is God’s destination for the world that he made. He wants it wholly beautiful again. He will
make it so.

As you are about to begin your mission trip, keep this heavenly city in mind. Try to imagine the changes it
will bring to whatever places you go. It’s not just a dream. It’s the future, and you are privileged to live as
part of that future.

PRAYER Lord, make me an ambassador of your new city. Help me to represent its values. Help
me to live its life in advance, for all to see.

— NOTES —




—AS YOU GO OUT -

Jesus sent out his disciples—the original 12—and he has been sending out disciples ever since. You
are one of them. God’s justice always extends outward, beyond comfort zones, beyond ethnic and
geographic boundaries. The whole universe belongs to Jesus, and he claims it for the purpose of setting
it right. Whatever you do and wherever you go on your mission, you are part of a vast movement helping
to bring God'’s justice to the earth. You are not alone! You are not the first! Wherever you go, God is
already there. He will welcome you as you join his work in that place.

- PRAYER -

Lord, help me to see you when | meet you. Help me to serve you just as | am called to do. Help me to
rejoice in the hope of a world set right.

Special thanks to Tim Stafford
for writing this incredible reading plan. Tim is the
editor for God'’s Justice: The Holy Bible and author
of more than 30 books. He lives with his wife Popie
in Santa Rosa, California.




LEARN TO DO RIGHT. SEEK JUSTICE.

God’s justice—his plan for “setting things right”—is a foundational principle of the Bible. His plan for
justice to triumph is traced from Genesis to Revelation, and as a theme, it forms the backbone of
Scripture. God’s plan is to restore the flourishing of creation and to see the end of evil, and every book of
the Bible is infused with hints of this powerful and redemptive process.

The NIV God’s Justice Bible, featuring Christianity Today Editor at Large Tim Stafford as general editor,
brings together clear introductions and thoughtful notes on the biblical text from a mosaic of global
perspectives.

“Traveling to 5 continents and seeking out writers to contribute to this special project was an honor,” says
Stafford. “God’s Justice represents a new kind of Bible experience, not only because of its emphasis on
the story of God'’s justice — in making things right — but because of its truly international character.”

This Bible address justice issues through the perspectives of fifty-six contributors who are scholars,
activists and ministry leaders from around the globe. The world Christian voice of this Bible is
groundbreaking and sheds light on God’s work in his diverse cultures so that God’s justice story can be
told in dozens of different accents. Readers will be inspired to join God’s mission for his world as they
discover how the entire Bible reveals how God is setting things right so that evil is destroyed and God’s
creation flourishes.
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For more information visit: www.GodsJusticeBible.com



