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Dear Retail Partner,

This has been quite a year with so many changes in the way that people are 
shopping and the way that we are all joining together to meet their needs. I have 
been so impressed with how each of you have faced these opportunities with 
enthusiasm and creativity. We believe that there is nothing more important to 
reaching the church and God’s people with these new Bibles and books, than 
through the hands-on work that each of you do.

In the following pages you’ll find the newest and best of our Bible and Study 
Resources from Thomas Nelson. We are really excited for the products that God 
has entrusted us to bring to market and we take the responsibility very seriously. 
We are also here to be your partner. If there is ever anything that we can do to 
better serve you, please let us know. Contact us through our social media outlets 
that we have tailored specifically for you, the retailers. And be sure and take 
advantage of our specialized retailer trainings on products and categories for 
your management and frontliners.

I can’t promise that the next year will see fewer changes to the retail landscape, 
but I can say that we at Thomas Nelson will always be committed to our retail 
partners, standing alongside you, as we work to expand the kingdom of God.

Blessings,

John Kramp
SVP AND GROUP PUBLISHER, BIBLES 
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NEW K ING JAMES  VERS ION STUDY BIBLES

The Lucado Encouraging Word Bible is created 
to strengthen, encourage and embolden 
believers with their journey with the Lord. 
Beloved pastor and author, Max Lucado’s 
distinctively warm, conversational style meets 
readers where they are with penetrating 
notes, informative articles, and helpful study 
tools—providing encouragement and insight 
on nearly every page. The Lucado Encouraging 
Word Bible is a timeless treasure and present 
help for a more joyful walk with our Savior.

FEATURES INCLUDE:

• 98 new “People of the Word” articles encourage believers with lessons 
 learned from people throughout the Bible
• 691 “For Your Journey” marginal notes mix masterful storytelling with 
 biblical context to deepen your walk with the Lord
• 115 “Jesus Through the Bible,” and “Growing in Christ” articles provide 
 inspiration, insights, and practical lessons to help you grow in God’s wisdom
• 30-day personal or group Bible study enrich your knowledge of the Bible

ISBN-13 STYLE PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED RIBBON EDGING CARTON Q
Full Size (6-3/16 x 9-3/16, 1984 pages, 9 point type)
9780718075477 5562GY $54.99 Hardcover 1-pc Slipcase Gray N 2 Plain 8
9780785207405 5563BL $79.99 Leathersoft™ 1-pc Slipcase Blue N 2 Rose-Gilded 8
9780785208242 5563BLI $89.99 Leathersoft™ 1-pc Slipcase Blue Y 2 Rose-Gilded 8
9780785208105 5563BR $79.99 Leathersoft™ 1-pc Slipcase Brown N 2 Gold-Gilded 8
9780785207412 5563BRI $89.99 Leathersoft™ 1-pc Slipcase Brown Y 2 Gold-Gilded 8

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		
• 98 new “People of the Word” articles: 

encourage believers through the lessons 
learned by people throughout the Bible

• 691 “For Your Journey” notes: a mix of 
masterful storytelling and biblical

• 115 “Jesus Through the Bible,” and 
“Growing in Christ” articles provide both 
inspiration and practical lessons to build 
you up

• 30-day personal or group Bible study

• “Where to turn when . . . ” Scripture 
reference list for a quick reference to life’s 
challenges

• Bible book introductions written by  
Max Lucado

• Bible reading plan

• Thomas Nelson’s exclusive Comfort Print® 
typeface

• 9-point type size

The NKJV The Lucado Encouraging Word Bible is designed to encourage believers along their journey with the Lord. Max 
Lucado’s warm, conversational style ensures that the marginal notes, short articles, and various study tools meet you where 
you are, providing encouragement and insight. This Bible will strengthen you as you follow the included reading plan and 
incorporate this Bible into your daily devotional life. The 30-day study guide will help you jumpstart this practice. This Bible 
will help you as a believer, and with Pastor Lucado’s gentle yet powerful notes, it’s a beautiful gift for your non-believing 
friends and family who could use some encouragement with Scripture.

NKJV, THE LUCADO ENCOURAGING WORD BIBLE

 FOR YOUR 
JOURNEY

3:1–36
SITUATION
Nicodemus belonged to the 
highest governing body of the 
Jewish people, the Sanhedrin. 
Many of these Jewish leaders 
were bound by tradition and 
legalism.

OBSERVATION
Jesus came to free men and 
women from slavery to sin and 
from the chains of legalism.

INSPIRATION
The meeting between Jesus 
and Nicodemus was more 
than an encounter between 
two religious figures. It was a 
collision between two philoso-
phies. Two opposing views on 
salvation.

Nicodemus thought the person 
did the work; Jesus says God 
does the work.

These two views encompass all 
views. All the world religions 
can be placed in one of two 
camps: legalism or grace.

A legalist believes the supreme 
force behind salvation is you. If 
you look right, speak right, and 
belong to the right segment 
of the right group, you will be 
saved. The brunt of responsi-
bility doesn’t lie with God; it lies 
within you.

Spirituality, Jesus says, comes 
not from church attendance or 
good deeds or correct doctrine, 
but from heaven itself. Such 
words must have set Nicodemus 
back on his heels. But Jesus was 
just getting started.

Salvation is God’s business. 
Grace is His idea, His work, 
and His expense. He offers it 
to whom He desires, when He 
desires. Our job in the process is 
to inform the people, not screen 
the people.

The question must have been 
written all over Nicodemus’s 
face. Why would God do this? 
What would motivate Him to 
offer such a gift? What Jesus 

21But He was speaking of the temple of His body. 22There-
fore, when He had risen from the dead, His disciples remem-
bered that He had said this to them; a and they believed the 
Scripture and the word which Jesus had said.

THE DISCERNER OF HEARTS
23Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the 

feast, many believed in His name when they saw the signs which 
He did. 24But Jesus did not commit Himself to them, because 
He knew all men, 25and had no need that anyone should testify 
of man, for He knew what was in man.

THE NEW BIRTH

3  There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a 
ruler of the Jews. 2This man came to Jesus by night and 

said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from 
God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is 
with him.”

3Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he 
is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and 
be born?”

5Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is 
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of 
God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You 
must be born again.’ 8The wind blows where it wishes, and you 
hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and 
where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him, “How can these 
things be?”

10Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you the teacher of 
Israel, and do not know these things? 11Most assuredly, I say 
to you, We speak what We know and testify what We have seen, 
and you do not receive Our witness. 12If I have told you earthly 
things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you 
heavenly things? 13No one has ascended to heaven but He who 
came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heav-
en.a 14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even 
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but a have eternal life. 16For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever be-
lieves in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17For 
God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world through Him might be saved.

18“He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who 
does not believe is condemned already, because he has not be-
lieved in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19And this 
is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were 
evil. 20For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not 
come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21But he 

2:22 a NU- Text and M- Text omit to them.   3:13 a NU- Text omits who is in 
heaven.   3:15 a NU- Text omits not perish but.   

1599 John 3:21

9780718075477_int_05_matt_acts_nkjvlucado.indd   1599 7/3/19   3:18 PM

TEXT SAMPLE - 9 POINT

Since entering the ministry in 1978, Max Lucado has served churches in Miami, Florida; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; and San 
Antonio, Texas. He currently serves as teaching minister of Oak Hills Church in San Antonio. He is America’s bestselling 
inspirational author with more than 130 million books in print.

ALSO AVAILABLE IN NIV PAGE 106
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NEW K ING JAMES  VERS ION STUDY BIBLES

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• Nearly 20,000 fully refreshed and updated verse-

by-verse study notes and book introductions

• Thomas Nelson’s complete cross-reference 
system, with over 72,000 references

• Dozens of new maps and charts, redesigned 
exclusively for The MacArthur Study Bible

• Index to Key Bible Doctrines

• Bible reading plans

PREMIER	FEATURES	ALSO	
INCLUDE	 		 
• Premium goatskin leather cover

•  Smyth-sewn and edge-lined construction for 
flexibility

•  Art gilding

•  Gilt-line stamped and perimeter stitching

•  Three satin ribbon markers, each 3/8-inch wide

•  Premium European Bible paper, 36 gsm

•  Black-letter text

•  Elegant single-column format

•  Generous yapp

Over 2 million readers around the world have had their spiritual lives enriched and their understanding of God’s Word 
expanded by The MacArthur Study Bible. Drawing on more than 50 years of dedicated pastoral and scholarly work,  
Dr. John MacArthur’s verse-by-verse study notes, book introductions, and articles display an unparalleled commitment 
to interpretive precision--with the goal of making God known through His Word. This Bible continues to offer an 
unrivaled explanation of Scripture’s meaning in its historical, and cultural context, while maintaining Dr. MacArthur’s 
years of pastoral interpretation.

NKJV, THE MACARTHUR STUDY BIBLE, 
SECOND EDITION

 
ISBN-13 STYLE PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED RIBBON EDGING CARTON Q
Full Size (6-5/8 x 9-3/16, 2080 pages, 9 point type)
9780785223030 3662 $49.99 Hardcover Jacket Navy N 2 Plain 6
9780785223108 3663BK $69.99 Leathersoft™ Clamshell Black N 2 Gold-Gilded 6
9780785223320 3663BKI $79.99 Leathersoft™ Clamshell Black Y 2 Gold-Gilded 6
9780785223061 3663NA $69.99 Leathersoft™ Clamshell Navy N 2 Rose-Gilded 6
9780785223078 3663NAI $79.99 Leathersoft™ Clamshell Navy Y 2 Rose-Gilded 6
9780785223085 3663BRN $69.99 Leathersoft™ Clamshell Brown N 2 Gold-Gilded 6
9780785223092 3663BRNI $79.99 Leathersoft™ Clamshell Brown Y 2 Gold-Gilded 6
9780785230885 3666BRN $259.99 Premium Leather 2-piece box Brown Y 3 Art-Gilded 6

John MacArthur, author of many bestsellers that have touched millions of lives, is pastor-teacher of Grace 
Community Church, president of Master’s College and Seminary, and president of Grace to You, the ministry that 
produces the internationally syndicated radio program Grace to You. 

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		
• 30 Life Principles articles highlight Dr. 

Stanley’s essentials for Christian living

• More than 2,500 Life Lessons verse notes 
bring to life the practical and personal 
nature of God’s Word to us

• Over 300 highlighted verses make it easy 
to find God’s promises throughout the 
Bible text that encourage, strengthen, and 
bring hope

• Answers to Life’s Questions and What the 
Bible Says About articles bring scriptural 
insight to bear on topics of special 
importance to every believer

The Charles F. Stanley Life Principles Bible, with over one million sold to date, is designed to lead believers into a life-
changing relationship with Jesus Christ, and to help them experience the Good News about God’s mighty kindness and 
love. The updated second edition is the best way to experience this bestselling classic—with a completely new design 
featuring Thomas Nelson’s NKJV easy-to-read Comfort Print® typeface, 100 specially designed maps and charts that bring 
biblical places and themes to life, and over 43,000 cross references to enrich your study of the Word.       

NKJV, THE CHARLES F. STANLEY  
LIFE PRINCIPLES BIBLE, SECOND EDITION

 
ISBN-13 STYLE PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED RIBBON EDGING CARTON Q
Full Size (6-3/16 x 9-3/16, 2160 pages, 10 point type)
9780785225362 7462 $49.99 Hardcover Jacket  N 0 Plain 8
9780785225379 7463BK $74.99 Leathersoft™ 2-piece box Black N 2 Silver-Gilded 8
9780785225409 7463BKI $89.99 Leathersoft™ 2-piece box Black Y 2 Silver-Gilded 8
9780785225416 7463BRG $74.99 Leathersoft™ 2-piece box Burgundy N 2 Gold-Gilded 8
9780785225423 7463BRGI $89.99 Leathersoft™ 2-piece box Burgundy Y 2 Gold-Gilded 8
9780785225430 7466BR $159.99 Genuine Leather Clamshell Brown N 3 Gold-Gilded 8
9780785225447 7466BRI $174.99 Genuine Leather Clamshell Brown Y 3 Gold-Gilded 8

John the Baptist Exalts Christ
22After these things Jesus and His dis-

ciples came into the land of Judea, and 
there He remained with them a and bap-
tized. 23Now John also was baptizing in 
Aenon near a Salim, because there was 
much water there. b And they came and 
were baptized. 24For a John had not yet 
been thrown into prison.

25Then there arose a dispute between 
some of John’s disciples and the Jews 
about purification. 26And they came to 
John and said to him, “Rabbi, He who 
was with you beyond the Jordan, a to 
whom you have testified— behold, He is 
baptizing, and all b are coming to Him!”

27John answered and said, a “A man 
can receive nothing unless it has been 
given to him from heaven. 28You your-
selves bear me witness, that I said, a ‘I 
am not the Christ,’ but, b ‘I have been sent 
before Him.’ 29 a He who has the bride is 
the bridegroom; but b the friend of the 
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, 
rejoices greatly because of the bride-
groom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine 
is fulfilled. 30 a He must increase, but I 
must decrease. 31 a He who comes from 
above b is above all; c he who is of the 
earth is earthly and speaks of the earth. 

do not believe, how will you believe if I 
tell you heavenly things? 13 a No one has 
ascended to heaven but He who came 
down from heaven, that is, the Son of 
Man 1 who is in heaven. 14 a And as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so b must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, 15that whoever a  believes in Him 
should 1 not perish but b have eternal life. 
16 a For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten b Son, that who-
ever believes in Him should not per-
ish but have everlasting life. 17 a For God 
did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved.

18 a “He who believes in Him is not con-
demned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begot-
ten Son of God. 19And this is the condem-
nation, a that the light has come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds were evil. 
20For a everyone practicing evil hates the 
light and does not come to the light, lest 
his deeds should be exposed. 21But he 
who does the truth comes to the light, 
that his deeds may be clearly seen, that 
they have been a done in God.”

3:13 a Eph. 4:9  1 NU omits who is in heaven  3:14 a Num. 21:9  b John 8:28; 12:34; 19:18  3:15 a John 6:47  b John 3:36  1 NU omits 
not perish but  3:16 a Rom. 5:8  b [Is. 9:6]  3:17 a Luke 9:56  3:18 a John 5:24; 6:40, 47; 20:31  3:19 a [John 1:4, 9– 11]   

3:20 a Eph. 5:11, 13  3:21 a 1 Cor. 15:10  3:22 a John 4:1, 2  3:23 a 1 Sam. 9:4  b Matt. 3:5, 6  3:24 a Matt. 4:12; 14:3   
3:26 a John 1:7, 15, 27 , 34  b Mark 2:2; 3:10; 5:24  3:27 a 1 Cor. 3:5, 6; 4:7  3:28 a John 1:19– 27  b Mal. 3:1   

3:29 a [2 Cor. 11:2]  b Song 5:1  3:30 a [Is. 9:7]  3:31 a John 3:13; 8:23  b Matt. 28:18  c 1 Cor. 15:47  

LIFE LESSONS 

 i 3:14 — Jesus is referring to the account in Num-
bers 21. The people of Israel faithlessly com-
plained against the Lord, and He sent poisonous 
serpents as a judgment. Many of them died. When 
the Israelites finally repented, the Lord told Moses 
to set a serpent on a staff so that everyone who 
looked at it could live. In the same way, those who 
face the penalty of death can look upon Christ’s 
sacrifice on the Cross and receive eternal life.
 i 3:16 — What does it mean to believe in Jesus? 
Does it mean that intellectually you agree with 
the fact that He was born in Bethlehem of a virgin 
and that He is a great teacher? Yes, but there’s 
even more to it than that. To have faith in Jesus 
Christ means to believe that He is God (John 1:1; 
10:30; 14:9) and that He saves you by His crucifix-

ion (Eph. 2:8, 9; 2 Tim. 1:9; Titus 3:5). If you con-
tinue to believe that you can somehow earn your 
salvation, you have never been truly born again. 
However, when you truly place your faith in Him, 
you receive His gift of eternal life (John 6:40; 17:3).
 i 3:17, 18 — While Jesus says that all judgment 
has been committed to Him (John 5:22), He as-
sures us that He did not come to earth to judge 
us but to save us. What that means is that we are 
already forgiven. When we place our faith in 
Jesus, we are accepting that He has already fully 
and successfully taken our punishment upon 
Himself. But those who reject Jesus as Savior also 
reject His provision and must bear the full penalty 
of their sins (Mark 16:16; John 5:24; 2 Thess. 1:8, 
9; Heb. 2:2, 3).

JOhN 3:31167

FIRST PROOFS – NKJV Stanley Bible

9780785225362_int_05_mat_acts_nkjvstanley_FIRST PROOFS.indd   167 11/7/18   5:16 PM

whoever a believes in Him should 1 not perish 
but b have eternal life. 16 a For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten b Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life. 17 a For God did not send His 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
that the world through Him might be saved.

18 a “He who believes in Him is not con-
demned; but he who does not believe is con-
demned already, because he has not believed in 
the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19And 
this is the condemnation, a that the light has 
come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 
20For a everyone practicing evil hates the light 
and does not come to the light, lest his deeds 
should be exposed. 21But he who does the truth 
comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly 
seen, that they have been a done in God.”

JOHN THE BAPTIST EXALTS CHRIST
22After these things Jesus and His disciples 

came into the land of Judea, and there He re-
mained with them a and baptized. 23Now John 

also was baptizing in Aenon near a Salim, be-
cause there was much water there. b And they 
came and were baptized. 24For a John had not 
yet been thrown into prison.

25Then there arose a dispute between some 
of John’s disciples and the Jews about purifica-
tion. 26And they came to John and said to him, 
“Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the Jor-
dan, a to whom you have testified— behold, He is 
baptizing, and all b are coming to Him!”

27John answered and said, a “A man can receive 
nothing unless it has been given to him from 
heaven. 28You yourselves bear me witness, that I 
said, a ‘I am not the Christ,’ but, b ‘I have been sent 
before Him.’ 29 a He who has the bride is the bride-
groom; but b the friend of the bridegroom, who 
stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because 
of the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of 
mine is fulfilled. 30 a He must increase, but I must 
decrease. 31 a He who comes from above b is above 
all; c he who is of the earth is earthly and speaks of 
the earth. d He who comes from heaven is above 
all. 32And a what He has seen and heard, that He 
testifies; and no one receives His testimony. 33He 

JOHN 3:16 | 1440

3:15 a John 6:47  b John 3:36  1 NU omits not perish but  3:16 a Rom. 5:8; Eph. 2:4; 2 Thess. 2:16; [1 John 4:9, 10; Rev. 1:5]  b [Is. 9:6]  3:17 a Matt. 1:21; Luke 9:56; 1 John 4:14  
3:18 a John 5:24; 6:40, 47; 20:31; Rom. 8:1  3:19 a [John 1:4, 9– 11]  3:20 a Job 24:13; Eph. 5:11, 13  3:21 a [John 15:4, 5]; 1 Cor. 15:10  3:22 a John 4:1, 2  3:23 a 1 Sam. 9:4  

b Matt. 3:5, 6  3:24 a Matt. 4:12; 14:3; Mark 6:17; Luke 3:20  3:26 a John 1:7, 15, 27, 34  b Mark 2:2; 3:10; 5:24; Luke 8:19  3:27 a [Rom. 12:5– 8]; 1 Cor. 3:5, 6; 4:7; Heb. 5:4; 
[James 1:17; 1 Pet. 4:10, 11]  3:28 a John 1:19– 27  b Mal. 3:1; Mark 1:2; [Luke 1:17]  3:29 a Matt. 22:2; [2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:25, 27]; Rev. 21:9  b Song 5:1  3:30 a [Is. 9:7]  

3:31 a John 3:13; 8:23  b Matt. 28:18; John 1:15, 27; 13:13; Rom. 9:5; [Col. 1:17, 18]  c 1 Cor. 15:47  d John 6:33; 1 Cor. 15:47; Eph. 1:21; Phil. 2:9  3:32 a Is. 53:1, 3; John 3:11; 15:15  

(Rom. 8:19–23; Phil. 3:20, 21).
3:16 For God so loved the world. The 

Son’s mission is bound up in the supreme 
love of God for the evil, sinful “world” of 
humanity (cf. 6:32, 51; 12:47; see notes on 1:9; 
Matt. 5:44, 45) that is in rebellion against 
Him. The word “so” emphasizes the inten-
sity or greatness of His love. The Father 
gave His unique and beloved Son to die 
on behalf of sinful men (see note on 2 Cor. 
5:21). everlasting life. See note on v. 15; cf. 
17:3; 1 John 5:20.

3:18 believed in the name. This phrase 
(lit. “to believe into the name”) means 
more than mere intellectual assent to the 
claims of the gospel. It includes trust and 
commitment to Christ as Lord and Savior 
which results in receiving a new nature (v. 7) 
which produces a change in heart and obe-
dience to the Lord (see note on 2:23, 24).

3:22–36 This section constitutes John 
the Baptist’s last testimony in this gospel 
regarding Christ. As his ministry faded 
away, Jesus’ ministry moved to the fore-
front. In spite of the fact that John the 
Baptist received widespread fame in Israel 
and was generally accepted by the com-
mon people of the land as well as those 
who were social outcasts, his testimony 
regarding Jesus was rejected, especially by 
the leaders of Israel (cf. Matt. 3:5–10; Luke 
7:29).

3:22 into the land of Judea. While the 
previous episode with Nicodemus took 
place in Jerusalem (2:23), which was part 
of Judea, the phrase here means that Jesus 
went out into the rural areas of that region. 
baptized. Chapter 4:2 specifically says that 
Jesus did not personally baptize but that 
His disciples carried on this work.

3:23 Aenon near Salim. The exact lo-
cation of this reference is disputed. The 

phrase may refer to either Salim near 
Shechem or Salim that is 6 mi. S of Beth 
Shean. Both are in the region of Samaria. 
Aenon is a transliterated Heb. word mean-
ing “springs,” and both of these possible 
sites have plenty of water (“much water 
there”).

3:24 John had not yet been thrown into 
prison. This provides another indication 
that John supplemented the Synoptic Gos-
pels by providing additional information 
that helps further understanding of the 
movements of John the Baptist and Jesus 
(see Introduction). In Matthew and Mark, 
Christ’s temptation is followed by John’s 
imprisonment. With this phrase, John 
the apostle fills in the slot between Jesus’ 
baptism and temptation and the Baptist’s 
imprisonment.

3:25 there arose a dispute. The dispute 
probably concerned the relation of the bap-
tismal ministries of John and Jesus to the 
Jews’ purification practices alluded to in 
2:6. The real underlying impetus, however, 
centered in the concern of John’s disciples 
that Jesus was in competition with him.

3:25–36 This section may be divided 
into 3 parts which highlight the signifi-
cance of what was occurring in relation-
ship to John’s and Jesus’ ministry: 1) John 
the Baptist constituted the end of the old 
age (vv. 25–29); 2) the transition to Jesus’ 
ministry (v. 30); and 3) Jesus’ ministry as 
constituting the beginning of the new age 
(vv. 31–36). Instead of jealousy, John exhib-
ited humble faithfulness to the superiority 
of Jesus’ person and ministry.

3:26 all are coming to Him. The po-
tential conflict between John and Jesus 
was heightened by the fact that both were 
engaged in ministry in close proximity to 
each other. Because baptism is mentioned 

in v. 22, Jesus may have been close to Jeri-
cho near the fords of the Jordan, while John 
was a short distance N baptizing at Aenon. 
John’s followers were especially disturbed 
by the fact that so many were flocking to 
Jesus whereas formerly they had come to 
John.

3:27 given to him from heaven. This 
verse emphasizes God’s sovereign author-
ity in granting ministry opportunity (cf. 
1 Cor. 4:7; 15:10).

3:29 bridegroom . . . friend of the bride-
groom. John conveyed his understanding 
of his own role through the use of a par-
able. The “friend of the bridegroom” was 
the ancient equivalent of the best man who 
organized the details and presided over the 
Judean wedding (Galilean weddings were 
somewhat different). This friend found his 
greatest joy in watching the ceremony pro-
ceed without problems. Most likely, John 
was also alluding to OT passages where 
faithful Israel is depicted as the bride of 
the Lord (Is. 62:4, 5; Jer. 2:2; Hos. 2:16–20).

3:31–36 In these verses, John the Bap-
tist gave 5 reasons for Christ’s superiority 
to him: 1) Christ had a heavenly origin (v. 31); 
2) Christ knew what was true by firsthand 
experience (v. 32); 3) Christ’s testimony al-
ways agreed with God (v. 33); 4) Christ ex-
perienced the Holy Spirit in an unlimited 
manner (v. 34); and 5) Christ was supreme 
because the Father sovereignly had granted 
that status to Him (v. 35).

3:31, 32 above all. These verses bring 
together several of the themes from the en-
tire chapter. From the immediate context, 
John explained why Jesus the incarnate 
Word must become greater, i.e., He alone 
is “from above” (heavenly origin) and there-
fore “above all.” The Gr. term “above all” re-
calls v. 3 where the new birth “from above” 
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JOHN 3:16 �  2262 �
15 o John 3:36 

3 NU omits not 
perish but
16 p Rom. 5:8; 

Eph. 2:4; 2 Thess. 
2:16; [1 John 4:9, 
10; Rev. 1:5] q [Is. 
9:6]
17 r Matt. 1:21; 

Luke 9:56; 1 John 
4:14
18 s John 5:24; 

6:40, 47; 20:31; 
Rom. 8:1
19 t [John 1:4, 

9–11]
20 u Job 24:13; 

Eph. 5:11, 13

21 v [John 15:4, 
5]; 1 Cor. 15:10
22 w John 4:1, 2
23 x 1 Sam. 9:4 

y Matt. 3:5, 6
24 z Matt. 4:12; 

14:3; Mark 6:17; 
Luke 3:20

light and does not come to the 
light, lest his deeds should be 
exposed. 21 But he who does the 
truth comes to the light, that his 
deeds may be clearly seen, that 
they have been v done in God.”

John the Baptist Witnesses 
Concerning Christ

22 After these things Jesus and 
His disciples came into the land 
of Judea, and there He re-
mained with them w and bap-
tized. 23 Now John also was bap-
tizing in Aenon near x Salim, 
because there was much water 
there. y And they came and were 
baptized. 24 For z John had not 
yet been thrown into prison.

25 Then there arose a dispute 
between some of John’s disci-
ples and the Jews about purifi-
cation. 26 And they came to John 

Him should 3 not perish but 
o have eternal life. 16 p For God 
so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten q Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting 
life. 17 r For God did not send 
His Son into the world to con-
demn the world, but that the 
world through Him might be 
saved.

18 s “He who believes in Him is 
not condemned; but he who 
does not believe is condemned 
already, because he has not be-
lieved in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God. 19 And 
this is the condemnation, t that 
the light has come into the 
world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil. 20 For u every-
one practicing evil hates the 
in the “lifted up.” Just as Moses lifted up the snake on the pole 
so that all who looked upon it might live physically, those 
who look to Christ, who was “lifted up” on the cross, will live 
spiritually and eternally.

3:15 eternal life. This is the first of 10 references to “eter-
nal life” in John’s gospel. The same Gr. word is translated 8 
times as “everlasting life.” The two expressions appear in the 
NT nearly 50 times. Eternal life refers not only to eternal 
quantity but divine quality of life. It means lit. “life of the age 
to come” and refers therefore to resurrection and heavenly 
existence in perfect glory and holiness. This life for believers 
in the Lord Jesus is experienced before heaven is reached. 
This “eternal life” is in essence nothing less than participation 
in the eternal life of the Living Word, Jesus Christ. It is the life 
of God in every believer, yet not fully manifest until the resur-
rection (Rom. 8:19-23; Phil. 3:20,21).

3:16 For God so loved the world. The Son’s mission is 
bound up in the supreme love of God for the evil, sinful 
“world” of humanity (cf. 6:32,51; 12:47; see notes on 1:9; Matt. 
5:44,45) that is in rebellion against Him. The word “so” empha-
sizes the intensity or greatness of His love. The Father gave 
His unique and beloved Son to die on behalf of sinful men 
(see note on 2 Cor. 5:21). everlasting life. See note on v. 15; cf. 
17:3; 1 John 5:20.

3:18 believed in the name. This phrase (lit. “to believe 
into the name”) means more than mere intellectual assent to 
the claims of the gospel. It includes trust and commitment to 
Christ as Lord and Savior which results in receiving a new 
nature (v. 7) which produces a change in heart and obedi-
ence to the Lord (see note on 2:23,24).

3:22-36 This section constitutes John the Baptist’s last tes-
timony in this gospel regarding Christ. As his ministry faded 
away, Jesus’ ministry moved to the forefront. In spite of the 
fact that John the Baptist received widespread fame in Israel 

and was generally accepted by the common people of the 
land as well as those who were social outcasts, his testimony 
regarding Jesus was rejected, especially by the leaders of Is-
rael (cf. Matt. 3:5-10; Luke 7:29).

3:22 into the land of Judea. While the previous episode 
with Nicodemus took place in Jerusalem (2:23), which was 
part of Judea, the phrase here means that Jesus went out 
into the rural areas of that region. baptized. Chapter 4:2 spe-
cifically says that Jesus did not personally baptize but that His 
disciples carried on this work.

3:23 Aenon near Salim. The exact location of this refer-
ence is disputed. The phrase may refer to either Salim near 
Shechem or Salim that is 6 mi. S of Beth Shean. Both are in 
the region of Samaria. Aenon is a transliterated Heb. word 
meaning “springs,” and both of these possible sites have plen-
ty of water (“much water there”).

3:24 John had not yet been thrown into prison. This 
provides another indication that John supplemented the 
synoptic gospels by providing additional information that 
helps further understanding of the movements of John the 
Baptist and Jesus (see Introduction). In Matthew and Mark, 
Christ’s temptation is followed by John’s imprisonment. With 
this phrase, John the apostle fills in the slot between Jesus’ 
baptism and temptation and the Baptist’s imprisonment.

3:25 there arose a dispute. The dispute probably con-
cerned the relation of the baptismal ministries of John and 
Jesus to the Jews’  purification practices alluded to in 2:6. The 
real underlying impetus, however, centered in the concern of 
John’s disciples that Jesus was in competition with him.

3:25-36 This section may be divided into 3 parts which 
highlight the significance of what was occurring in relation-
ship to John’s and Jesus’ ministry: 1) John the Baptist consti-
tuted the end of the old age (vv. 25-29); 2) the transition to 
Jesus’ ministry (v. 30); and 3) Jesus’ ministry as constituting 
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should not perish buta have eternal 
life.
16 “For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that who-
ever believes in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life.

Ø

✴

3:15 a NU- Text omits not perish but.   

L I F E  L E S S O N S
judgment. Many of them died. When the Israel-
ites finally repented, the Lord told Moses to set a 
serpent on a staff so that everyone who looked at 
it could live. In the same way, those who face the 
penalty of death can look upon Christ’s sacrifice 
on the Cross and receive eternal life.

Ø 3:16 — “God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.”
What does it mean to believe in Jesus? Does it 
mean that intellectually you agree with the fact 

1575 JOhN 3:16

would have been the amount used to 
bury a great king— not merely a good 
man or a simple teacher. Nicodemus 
acknowledged that Jesus is the Son 
of God and treated Him with great 
respect.

We also know that according to 
the Law of Moses, no priest was to 
“defile himself for the dead among his 
people” (Lev. 21:1) because touching 
the deceased body would make him 
unclean. Yet that also did not matter 
to Nicodemus, because he realized 
that in his new eternal life, he was 
completely unblemished (John 3:16).

Today, Nicodemus’s example still 
teaches us. We learn from him that 
Jesus is always there for us, night or 
day. We learn that in God’s perfect 
timing, He will answer our most 
confounding questions. We learn 
that regardless of our status, nothing 
is more important than the life of 
Christ within us. And we learn that 
no matter how great our sacrifice, it 
can never compare to Christ’s sacrifice 
for us.

See the Life Principles Index for 
further study:
12. Peace with God is the fruit of 

oneness with God.

 L I F E  E X A M P L E S  

NICODeMUS
Unclean but Unblemished

JOhN 3:1– 21
It all started at night, when Nico-

demus, a Pharisee and “a ruler of 
the Jews” (John 3:1) came to the 
Light (v. 21). Nicodemus makes three 
appearances in the Book of John (3:1– 
21; 7:50– 52; 19:39– 42), and by the 
third time, we see that the truth Jesus 
planted in his heart had powerfully 
taken root. Although Jesus had been 
condemned by Nicodemus’s col-
leagues (Luke 23:13– 24), it no longer 
made a difference to him. He knew 
Jesus was the true Messiah— the hope 
of Israel and the world.

How do we know he arrived at this 
decision? Because normally the bodies 
of those who had been crucified were 
thrown on the trash heap of the city. 
Yet after Christ was removed from the 
Cross, Joseph of Arimathea claimed 
His body, prepared it for burial, and 
then placed Him in a brand new 
tomb. Nicodemus was right beside 
Joseph. He brought myrrh and aloes 
and assisted in Christ’s burial (John 
19:38– 41). It is believed that the 
spices used for the Lord’s burial were 
those personally belonging to Nico-
demus. Instead of saving them for his 
own burial, he gave them to Jesus as 
an offering of love and devotion. John 
19:39 tells us these spices weighed 
“about a hundred pounds,” which 
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1  The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which 
he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in 

the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, 
kings of Judah.

The Wickedness of Judah
2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth!

For the Lord has spoken:
“I have nourished and brought 

up children,
And they have rebelled against Me;

3 The ox knows its owner
And the donkey its master’s crib;
But Israel does not know,
My people do not consider.”

4 Alas, sinful nation,
A people laden with iniquity,
A brood of evildoers,
Children who are corrupters!
They have forsaken the Lord,
They have provoked to anger
The Holy One of Israel,
They have turned away backward.

5 Why should you be stricken again?
You will revolt more and more.
The whole head is sick,
And the whole heart faints.

6 From the sole of the foot even to the head,
There is no soundness in it,
But wounds and bruises and 

putrefying sores;
They have not been closed or bound up,
Or soothed with ointment.

7 Your country is desolate,
Your cities are burned with fire;
Strangers devour your land 

in your presence;
And it is desolate, as overthrown 

by strangers.
8 So the daughter of Zion is left 

as a booth in a vineyard,
As a hut in a garden of cucumbers,
As a besieged city.

9 Unless the Lord of hosts
Had left to us a very small remnant,
We would have become like Sodom,
We would have been made like Gomorrah.

10 Hear the word of the Lord,
You rulers of Sodom;
Give ear to the law of our God,
You people of Gomorrah:

11 “To what purpose is the multitude 
of your sacrifices to Me?”

Says the Lord.

IsaIah 1:1 804

• God reduces prideful leaders but resources humble leaders.
• Strategic planning that ignores God and the changing culture is doomed to fail.
• Insecure leaders inevitably destroy people; secure leaders develop people.
• The higher leaders climb, the fewer there are who can hold them accountable.
• God Himself provides the ultimate model of servant leadership.
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PERSONAL QUALIFICATIONS of Leadership  (19:11–15) page 824

VISION: Great Leaders Never Lose sight of the Big Picture (25:1–12) page 830

HEZEKIAH: The art of Thanksgiving (38:9–20) page 844

REVIVAL FIRE: Man- Made or God- Given? (44:1–8) page 851

SERVANT LEADERSHIP Modeled by the Messiah  (52:13—53:12) page 861

THE PURPOSE of God’s Anointing  (61:1–3) page 869
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3:5 Water may refer to physical birth. The Hebrews used terms 
such as “water” and “drop” in describing natural birth, and such 
an explanation fits the context. However, some see a reference 
to the faith that is expressed in water baptism (not “for” but 

“because of” salvation). Spirit refers to the spiritual birth brought 
about by the renewing and transforming power of the Holy Spirit.

3:14 The deliverance from sin described in Num. 21:4–9 is a 
type of the Crucifixion.

3:16 The theme of this summary of the gospel is God’s love 
made manifest in an infinitely glorious manner. Only begotten 
can also be translated “unique” and is often used interchange-
ably with “beloved” (see Matt. 3:17). The remainder of John’s 
Gospel is given to demonstrating Jesus’ unique relationship 
to the Father.

3:22 Jesus baptized in water by means of His disciples (see 4:2).

 J O H N  3 : 5 1512

5 aMark 16:16; 
[Acts 2:38]

6 aJohn 1:13; 
1 Cor. 15:50
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Rom. 7:6.
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9 aJohn 6:52, 60
11 a[Matt. 11:27] 

bJohn 3:32; 
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13 aDeut. 30:12; 
Prov. 30:4; 
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heaven
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2 Thess. 2:16; 
[1 John 4:9, 
10; Rev. 1:5] 
b[Is. 9:6]

*See WW at 
Rom. 10:9. • 
See WW at 
Luke 9:56.

17 aMatt. 1:21; 
Luke 9:56; 
1 John 4:14

*See WW at 
John 18:31.

18 aJohn 5:24; 
6:40, 47; 
20:31; Rom. 
8:1

19 a[John 1:4, 
9–11]

*See WW at 
Luke 11:35.

20 aJob 24:13; 
Eph. 5:11, 13

21 a[John 15:4, 
5]; 1 Cor. 
15:10

22 aJohn 4:1, 2
23 a1 Sam. 9:4 

bMatt. 3:5, 6
24 aMatt. 4:12; 

14:3; Mark 
6:17; Luke 
3:20

did not send His Son into the world to *con-
demn the world, but that the world through 
Him might be saved.

18a “He who believes in Him is not con-
demned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God. 19And this is the condemnation, 
a that the light has come into the world, and 
men loved *darkness rather than light, be-
cause their deeds were evil. 20For a everyone 
practicing evil hates the light and does not 
come to the light, lest his deeds should be 
exposed. 21But he who does the truth comes 
to the light, that his deeds may be clearly 
seen, that they have been a done in God.”

John the Baptist Exalts Christ
22After these things  Jesus and His disci-

ples came into the land of Judea, and there 
He remained with them a and baptized. 
23Now John also was baptizing in Aenon 
near a Salim, because there was much water 
there. b And they came and were baptized. 
24For a John had not yet been thrown into 
prison.

25Then there arose a dispute between 
some of John’s disciples and the Jews about 
purification. 26And they came to John and 

5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say 
to you, a unless one is born of water and 
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom 
of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is 
a flesh, and that which is born of the *Spirit 
is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, 
‘You must be born again.’ 8a The wind blows 
where it wishes, and you hear the sound of 
it, but cannot tell where it comes from and 
where it goes. So is everyone who is born 
of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him, 
a “How can these things be?”

10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are 
you the teacher of Israel, and do not know 
these things? 11a Most assuredly, I say to you, 
We speak what We know and testify what 
We have seen, and b you do not receive Our 
witness. 12If I have told you earthly things 
and you do not believe, how will you believe 
if I tell you heavenly things? 13a No one has 
ascended to heaven but He who came down 
from heaven, that is, the Son of Man 1 who 
is in heaven. 14a And as Moses *lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so b must 
the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever 
a believes in Him should 1 not perish but 
b have eternal life. 16a For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten b Son, 
that whoever *believes in Him should not 

*perish but have everlasting life. 17a For God 

KINGDOM DYNAMICS

3:1–5 New Birth, THE MESSAGE OF THE 
KINGDOM. Upon repentance, a new order 
of life opens to the believer in Jesus Christ. 
Jesus used the figure of “new birth” to dra-
matically indicate three things: (1) Without 
New Birth, there is no life and no relationship 
with God (14:6). (2) In New Birth, new perspec-
tive comes as we “see the kingdom of God” 
(3:3), God’s Word becomes clear, and the Holy 
Spirit’s works and wonders are believed and 
experienced—faith is alive. (3) Through New 
Birth we are introduced—literally we “enter 
in” (v. 5)—to a new realm, where God’s new 
kingdom order can be realized (2 Cor. 5:17). 
New Birth is more than simply being “saved.” 
It is a requalifying experience, opening up 
the possibilities of our whole being to the 
supernatural dimension of life and fitting us 
for a beginning in God’s kingdom order. (Matt. 
3:1, 2; 4:17/Matt. 13:1–52) J.W.H.

WORD WEALTH

3:16 loved, agapaō; Strong’s #25: Uncondi-
tional love, love by choice and by an act of 
the will. The word denotes unconquerable 
benevolence and undefeatable goodwill. 
Aga paō will never seek anything but the 
highest good for fellow mankind. Agapaō (the 
verb) and agapē (the noun) are the words for 
God’s unconditional love. It does not need a 
chemistry, an affinity, or a feeling. Agapaō is a 
word that exclusively belongs to the Christian 
community. It is a love virtually unknown to 
writers outside the NT.

WORD WEALTH

3:21 been done, ergazomai; Strong’s #2038: 
Compare “energy.” To work, be busy, accom-
plish something, carry on a trade, produce 
things, be engaged in, toil, perform, to do 
business. Ergazomai is the opposite of idle-
ness, laziness, or inactivity.
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DISCERNING THE MEANING | John 3:16

Only begotten —   Greek word for only begot-
ten suggests a one and only son or child. For 
example, Jesus healed or raised the only son of 
the widow of Nain (Luke 7:12), the only daugh‑
ter of Jairus (Luke 8:42), and a man’s only son, 
who had a demon (Luke 9:38). Yet the word 
does not necessarily have to convey the idea 
of a birth. For example, Isaac is called Abra‑
ham’s “only begotten” in Hebrews 11:17 and in 
the Septuagint, the Greek Old Testament (see 
Gen. 22:2, 12, 16), when actually Abraham had 
two sons: Ishmael and Isaac. The Son of God 
is the Father’s one and only, His unique Son 
(John 3:16). Although the Father has begotten 
many children through the new birth (John 
1:12, 13), none of these are exactly like Jesus 
Christ, the unique Son of God. His Sonship is 
from eternity. As the unique Son of God, He 
has a special glory and an unrivaled place of 
honor.

have seen, and you do not receive Our wit-
ness. 12If I have told you earthly things and 
you do not believe, how will you believe if 
I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has as-
cended to heaven but He who came down 
from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who 
is in heaven.a 14And as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever be-
lieves in Him should not perish buta have 
eternal life. 16For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life. 17For God did not 
send His Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but that the world through Him 
might be saved.

19 Jesus answered and said to them, “De-
stroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.”

20 Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty- 
six years to build this temple, and will You 
raise it up in three days?”

21But He was speaking of the temple of 
His body. 22 Therefore, when He had risen 
from the dead, His disciples remembered 
that He had said this to them;a and they 
believed the Scripture and the word which 
 Jesus had said.

The Discerner of Hearts
23Now when He was in Jerusalem at the 

Passover, during the feast, many believed in 
His name when they saw the signs which He 
did. 24But  Jesus did not commit Himself to 
them, because He knew all men, 25and had 
no need that anyone should testify of man, 
for He knew what was in man.

The New Birth

3  There was a man of the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 

2 This man came to  Jesus by night and said 
to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a 
teacher come from God; for no one can do 
these signs that You do unless God is with 
him.”

3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most 
as sured ly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a 
man be born when he is old? Can he en-
ter a second time into his  mother’s womb 
and be born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most as sured ly, I say 
to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do 
not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wish-
es, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot 
tell where it comes from and where it goes. 
So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him, 
“How can these things be?”

10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are 
you the teacher of Israel, and do not know 
these things? 11Most as sured ly, I say to you, 
We speak what We know and testify what We 

18“He who believes in Him is not con-
demned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God. 19And this is the  condemnation, 
that the light has come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, be-
cause their deeds were evil. 20For everyone 
practicing evil hates the light and does not 

2:22 a NU‑Text and M‑Text omit to them.    
3:13 a NU‑Text omits who is in  heaven.    
3:15 a NU‑Text omits not perish but.    

JOHN 2:19 | 1540
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if I tell you heavenly things? 13a No one has ascend-
ed to heaven but He who came down from heaven, 
that is, the Son of Man 1 who is in heaven. 14a And as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even 
so b must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that who-
ever a believes in Him should 1 not perish but b have 
eternal life. 16a For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten b Son, that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 
17a For God did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him 
might be saved.

18a “He who believes in Him is not condemned; 
but he who does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God. 19And this is the con-
demnation, a that the light has come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil. 20For a everyone practicing 
evil hates the light and does not come to the light, 
lest his deeds should be exposed. 21But he who 
does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds 

may be clearly seen, that they have been a done in 
God.”

John The bApTisT exAlTs chrisT
22After these things  Jesus and His disciples came 

into the land of Judea, and there He remained with 
them a and baptized. 23Now John also was baptizing 
in Aenon near a Salim, because there was much wa-
ter there. b And they came and were baptized. 24For 
a John had not yet been thrown into prison.

25Then there arose a dispute between some of 
John’s disciples and the Jews about purification. 
26And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, 
He who was with you beyond the Jordan, a to whom 
you have testified— behold, He is baptizing, and all 
b are coming to Him!”

27John answered and said, a “A man can receive 
nothing unless it has been given to him from heav-
en. 28You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, 
a ‘I am not the Christ,’ but, b ‘I have been sent before 
Him.’ 29a He who has the bride is the bridegroom; 
but b the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and 

3:13 a Deut. 30:12; Prov. 30:4; Acts 2:34; Rom. 10:6; 1 Cor. 15:47; Eph. 4:9   1 NU omits who is in heaven   3:14 a Num. 21:9   b Matt. 27:35; Mark 15:24; Luke 23:33;  
John 8:28; 12:34; 19:18    3:15 a John 6:47   b John 3:36   1 NU omits not perish but   3:16 a Rom. 5:8; Eph. 2:4; 2 Thess. 2:16; [1 John 4:9, 10; Rev. 1:5]   

b [Is. 9:6]   3:17 a Matt. 1:21 ; Luke 9:56; 1 John 4:14   3:18 a John 5:24; 6:40, 47; 20:31; Rom. 8:1   3:19 a [John 1:4, 9– 11]   3:20 a Job 24:13; Eph. 5:11, 13   
3:21 a [John 15:4, 5]; 1 Cor. 15:10   3:22 a John 4:1, 2   3:23 a 1 Sam. 9:4   b Matt. 3:5, 6   3:24 a Matt. 4:12; 14:3; Mark 6:17; Luke 3:20   3:26 a John 1:7, 15, 

27, 34   b Mark 2:2; 3:10; 5:24; Luke 8:19   3:27 a [Rom. 12:5– 8]; 1 Cor. 3:5, 6; 4:7; Heb. 5:4; [James 1:17; 1 Pet. 4:10, 11]   3:28 a John 1:19– 27    
b Mal. 3:1; Mark 1:2; [Luke 1:17]   3:29 a Matt. 22:2; [2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:25, 27]; Rev. 21:9   b Song 5:1   

3:13 In v. 9, Nicodemus, referring to the 
new birth, asks, “How can these things 
be?” Here Jesus answers the question. 
New birth is by the Son, by the Cross (v. 
14), and by faith (v. 15).
3:14 Every time the words lifted up occur 
in the Gospel of John there is a reference 
to Jesus’ death (8:28; 12:32, 34). When Mo-
ses lifted up the serpent in the wilder-
ness (see Num. 21:9), those who looked at 
it lived. So it is with the Son of Man (1:51).
3:15 This is the first time eternal life is 
mentioned in John’s Gospel (see 4:36; 
5:39; 6:54, 68; 10:28; 12:25; 17:2, 3). When 
a person trusts Christ, he or she is born 
again and receives eternal and spiritual 
life, God’s kind of life.
3:16 God so loved the world: God’s love is 
not restricted to any one nation or to any 
spiritual elite. World here may also include 
all of creation (see Rom. 8:19–22; Col. 1:20).
3:17 At His first coming, Jesus came so that 
the world through Him might be saved. 
When Jesus comes again, He will come in 
judgment upon those who refused His of-
fer of salvation.
3:18 To believe is to receive life (vv. 15, 16) 
and avoid judgment. A person who does 
not believe not only misses life, but is con-
demned already. The idea of believing in 
Jesus’ name is also found in 1:12.
3:19 Condemnation refers to the reason 
for judgment. The light referred to here 
is Jesus, the light of the world (1:7–9; 8:12; 
9:5).
3:20 People offer many excuses for not ac-
cepting Christ. Some cite the presence of 
hypocrites in the church. Others claim in-
ability to believe some of the truths about 
Christ or the gospel. These are mere-
ly attempts to conceal a heart in rebellion 
against God. The ultimate reason people 

do not come to Christ is that they do not 
want to.
3:21 The one who does the truth (see 1 John 
1:5) is obviously already a believer because 
his or her deeds are done in God. Therefore, 
“coming to the light” is more than exercis-
ing faith. A person who comes to the light 
not only believes, but also openly identifies 
with the light so that his or her works can 
be seen as things done in union with God.
3:22 baptized: The impression here is that 
Jesus baptized. John corrects this idea in 
4:2. Jesus provided the authority, but the 
disciples performed the baptisms.
3:24 The synoptic Gospels, particularly 
Matthew and Mark, give the impression 
that the imprisonment of John the Baptist 
came right after the baptism of Jesus. This 
verse indicates that there was an interval 
between Jesus’ baptism and John’s impris-
onment during which both ministered.
3:25 The Greek word translated then of-
ten means “therefore.” The disciples of 
Jesus and the disciples of John were both 
baptizing people; as a result, a question 
arose. The question came from John’s dis-
ciples when they entered into a discussion 
with the Jews. Purification here refers to 
baptism.

3:26 John the Baptist’s disciples were loyal 
to him. They were deeply concerned that 
one of his “disciples,” Jesus, was com-
peting with and surpassing him. In their 
astonishment, they exaggerated the pre-
dicament, saying, all are coming to Him. 
They were concerned that John was losing 
his audience to another preacher.
3:27 John the Baptist clarified the relation-
ship between himself and Jesus. First, he 
talked about himself (vv. 27–29); then he 
talked about Jesus (vv. 30–36). John ex-
plained that he could not accept the posi-
tion of supremacy that his disciples wanted 
to thrust upon him because he had not re-
ceived it from heaven.
3:29 In explaining why people were flock-
ing to Jesus (v. 26), John the Baptist point-
ed out that the bridegroom receives the 
bride. John compared himself to the friend 
of the bridegroom, who was appointed to 
arrange the preliminaries of the wedding, 
to manage the wedding, and to preside at 
the wedding feast. When the friend of the 
bridegroom finished his job, he had to get 
out of the way. His joy came from the suc-
cess of the bridegroom. John was satisfied 
with his position in life. He was content to 
be a “voice” (1:23) and a friend.

JOHN 3:29 | 1575

The only begoTTen son ►    (Gk. ho monogenēs huios) (1:18; 3:16, 18;  
1 John 4:9) Strong’s #3439; 5207

The Greek word for only begotten suggests a one and only son; it does not neces-
sarily convey the idea of a birth. For example, Isaac is called Abraham’s only be-
gotten in Heb. 11:17 and in the Septuagint, the Greek OT (see Gen. 22:2, 12, 16), when 
actually Abraham had two sons: Ishmael and Isaac. The Son of God is the Father’s 
one and only, His unique Son. Although the Father has begotten many children 
through the new birth (1:12, 13), none of these are exactly like Jesus Christ, the 
unique Son of God. His Sonship is from eternity. As the unique Son of God, He has 
a special glory and an unrivaled place of honor.
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DISCERNING THE MEANING | John 3:16

Only begotten —   Greek word for only begot-
ten suggests a one and only son or child. For 
example, Jesus healed or raised the only son of 
the widow of Nain (Luke 7:12), the only daugh‑
ter of Jairus (Luke 8:42), and a man’s only son, 
who had a demon (Luke 9:38). Yet the word 
does not necessarily have to convey the idea 
of a birth. For example, Isaac is called Abra‑
ham’s “only begotten” in Hebrews 11:17 and in 
the Septuagint, the Greek Old Testament (see 
Gen. 22:2, 12, 16), when actually Abraham had 
two sons: Ishmael and Isaac. The Son of God 
is the Father’s one and only, His unique Son 
(John 3:16). Although the Father has begotten 
many children through the new birth (John 
1:12, 13), none of these are exactly like Jesus 
Christ, the unique Son of God. His Sonship is 
from eternity. As the unique Son of God, He 
has a special glory and an unrivaled place of 
honor.

have seen, and you do not receive Our wit-
ness. 12If I have told you earthly things and 
you do not believe, how will you believe if 
I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has as-
cended to heaven but He who came down 
from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who 
is in heaven.a 14And as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever be-
lieves in Him should not perish buta have 
eternal life. 16For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life. 17For God did not 
send His Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but that the world through Him 
might be saved.

19 Jesus answered and said to them, “De-
stroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.”

20 Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty- 
six years to build this temple, and will You 
raise it up in three days?”

21But He was speaking of the temple of 
His body. 22 Therefore, when He had risen 
from the dead, His disciples remembered 
that He had said this to them;a and they 
believed the Scripture and the word which 
 Jesus had said.

The Discerner of Hearts
23Now when He was in Jerusalem at the 

Passover, during the feast, many believed in 
His name when they saw the signs which He 
did. 24But  Jesus did not commit Himself to 
them, because He knew all men, 25and had 
no need that anyone should testify of man, 
for He knew what was in man.

The New Birth

3  There was a man of the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 

2 This man came to  Jesus by night and said 
to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a 
teacher come from God; for no one can do 
these signs that You do unless God is with 
him.”

3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most 
as sured ly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a 
man be born when he is old? Can he en-
ter a second time into his  mother’s womb 
and be born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most as sured ly, I say 
to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do 
not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wish-
es, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot 
tell where it comes from and where it goes. 
So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him, 
“How can these things be?”

10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are 
you the teacher of Israel, and do not know 
these things? 11Most as sured ly, I say to you, 
We speak what We know and testify what We 

18“He who believes in Him is not con-
demned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God. 19And this is the  condemnation, 
that the light has come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, be-
cause their deeds were evil. 20For everyone 
practicing evil hates the light and does not 

2:22 a NU‑Text and M‑Text omit to them.    
3:13 a NU‑Text omits who is in  heaven.    
3:15 a NU‑Text omits not perish but.    
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LEVITICUS 25:25197

25:1– 7 The Sabbath year. The land was to be allowed to lie 
fallow in the seventh year. By allowing the land to rest, this 
regulation guarded against covetousness, as well as being 
sound agricultural stewardship. Through this observance 
the people of Israel acknowledged that the land belonged 
to the Lord and was His gift to them. The Babylonian captiv-
ity resulted, in part, from the people’s failure to observe the 
Sabbath years (2 Chr. 36:15– 21; see chart, The Principle of the 
Sabbath).
25:8– 17 The Year of Jubilee. Every 50th year was designat-
ed the Year of Jubilee. In this year slaves were to be freed and 

properties were to revert to the families of their original own-
ers. The basic principle is that everything belongs to the Lord 
(Lev. 25). Freeing both land and slaves served as reminders that 
God’s people are stewards of His gifts (see Luke 16, Steward-
ship; chart, The Principle of the Sabbath).
25:25 Kinsman- redeemer (Heb. go’el) or redeeming relative 
was the nearest of kin in ancient Israel (see Ruth 2:20; 4:7, 
notes). His responsibilities included redeeming property in 
danger of being sold outside the family, providing an heir for 
the deceased, and avenging the blood of the deceased. Christ 
is the Kinsman- Redeemer of His people.

13‘In this Year of Jubilee, each of you 
shall return to his possession. 14And if you 
sell anything to your neighbor or buy from 
your neighbor’s hand, you shall not oppress 
one another. 15According to the number of 
years after the Jubilee you shall buy from 
your neighbor, and according to the number 
of years of crops he shall sell to you. 16Ac-
cording to the multitude of years you shall 
increase its price, and according to the fewer 
number of years you shall diminish its price; 
for he sells to you according to the number of 
the years of the crops. 17 Therefore you shall 
not oppress one another, but you shall fear 
your God; for I am the Lord your God.

Provisions for the Seventh Year
18‘So you shall observe My statutes and 

keep My judgments, and perform them; and 
you will dwell in the land in safety. 19 Then 
the land will yield its fruit, and you will eat 
your fill, and dwell there in safety.

20‘And if you say, “What shall we eat in 
the seventh year, since we shall not sow 
nor gather in our produce?” 21 Then I will 
command My blessing on you in the sixth 
year, and it will bring forth produce enough 
for three years. 22And you shall sow in the 
eighth year, and eat old produce until the 
ninth year; until its produce comes in, you 
shall eat of the old harvest.

Redemption of Property
23‘The land shall not be sold permanent-

ly, for the land is Mine; for you are strangers 
and sojourners with Me. 24And in all the land 
of your possession you shall grant redemp-
tion of the land.

25‘If one of your brethren becomes poor, 
and has sold some of his possession, and 
if his redeeming relative comes to redeem 
it, then he may redeem what his brother 

The Sabbath of the Seventh Year

25  And the Lord spoke to Moses on 
Mount Sinai, saying, 2“Speak to the 

children of Israel, and say to them: ‘When 
you come into the land which I give you, 
then the land shall keep a sabbath to the 
Lord. 3Six years you shall sow your field, and 
six years you shall prune your vineyard, and 
gather its fruit; 4but in the seventh year there 
shall be a sabbath of solemn rest for the land, 
a sabbath to the Lord. You shall neither sow 
your field nor prune your vineyard. 5 What 
grows of its own accord of your harvest you 
shall not reap, nor gather the grapes of your 
untended vine, for it is a year of rest for the 
land. 6And the sabbath produce of the land 
shall be food for you: for you, your male and 
female servants, your hired man, and the 
stranger who dwells with you, 7for your live-
stock and the beasts that are in your land— 
all its produce shall be for food.

The Year of Jubilee
8‘And you shall count seven sabbaths of 

years for yourself, seven times seven years; 
and the time of the seven sabbaths of years 
shall be to you forty- nine years. 9 Then 
you shall cause the trumpet of the Jubilee 
to sound on the tenth day of the seventh 
month; on the Day of Atonement you shall 
make the trumpet to sound throughout all 
your land. 10And you shall consecrate the fif-
tieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout 
all the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be 
a Jubilee for you; and each of you shall re-
turn to his possession, and each of you shall 
return to his family. 11 That fiftieth year shall 
be a Jubilee to you; in it you shall neither 
sow nor reap what grows of its own accord, 
nor gather the grapes of your untended vine. 
12For it is the Jubilee; it shall be holy to you; 
you shall eat its produce from the field.
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4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be
born when he is old? Can he enter a second time
into his mother’s womb and be born?”

5Je sus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to
you, un less one is born of  water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter the kingdom of  God. 6That which is
born of  the flesh is flesh, and that which is born
of  the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to
you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind blows
where it wishes, and you hear the sound of  it,
but cannot tell where it comes from and where it
goes. So is everyone who is born of  the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him,
“How can these things be?”

10Je sus answered and said to him, “Are you
the teacher of  Is rael, and do not know these
things? 11Most assuredly, I say to you, We speak
what We know and testify what We have seen,
and you do not receive Our witness. 12If  I have
told you earthly things and you do not believe,
how will you believe if  I tell you heavenly things?
13No one has ascended to heaven but He who came
down from heaven, that is, the Son of  Man who is
in heaven.a 14And as Mo ses lifted up the serpent in
the wilderness, even so must the Son of  Man be
lifted up, 15that whoever be lieves in Him should
not perish buta have eternal life. 16For God so
loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not per-
ish but have everlasting life. 17For God did not
send His Son into the world to condemn the world,
but that the world through Him might be saved.

18“He who believes in Him is not condemned;
but he who does not believe is condemned al-
ready, because he has not believed in the name of
the only begotten Son of  God. 19And this is the
condemna tion, that the light has come into the
world, and men loved darkness rather than light,
because their deeds were evil. 20For eve ry one
practicing evil hates the light and does not come
to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.
21But he who does the truth comes to the light,
that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they
have been done in God.”

John the Baptist Exalts Christ
22Af ter these things Je sus and His disciples

came into the land of  Judea, and there He re-
mained with them and baptized. 23Now John also

was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because
there was much water there. And they came and
were baptized. 24For John had not yet been
thrown into prison.

25Then there arose a dispute between some
of  John’s disciples and the Jews about purifica-
tion. 26And they came to John and said to him,
“Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the Jor dan,
to whom you have testified—be hold, He is bap-
tizing, and all are coming to Him!”

27John answered and said, “A man can receive
nothing unless it has been given to him from
heaven. 28You yourselves bear me witness, that I
said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ but, ‘I have been sent
before Him.’ 29He who has the bride is the bride-
groom; but the friend of  the bridegroom, who
stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of
the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of
mine is fulfilled. 30He must increase, but I must
decrease. 31He who comes from above is above
all; he who is of  the earth is earthly and speaks
of  the earth. He who comes from heaven is above
all. 32And what He has seen and heard, that He
testifies; and no one receives His testimony. 33He
who has received His testimony has certified that
God is true. 34For He whom God has sent speaks
the words of  God, for God does not give the
Spirit by measure. 35The Father loves the Son,
and has given all things into His hand. 36He who
believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he
who does not believe the Son shall not see life,
but the wrath of  God abides on him.”

37 B.C. to A.D. 30 JOHN 3:4 | JOHN 3:361 1 0 0

3:13 aNU-Text omits who is in heaven. 3:15 aNU-Text omits
not perish but.

Religion & Worship
Baptism is a ritual of  bathing that was prac-
ticed by the Jews before New Testament
times. Forms of  baptism were used in other

religions as well. It is a natural symbol of  cleans-
ing or purification. Baptism announces the
beginning of  a new life, marking the transition
from paganism to Judaism, or for the church,
from unbelief  to Christ (John 2:11; 3:22).

TRANSITION

Through Samaria to Galilee
John’s remark that Jesus “needed to go

through Samaria” to return to Galilee (John
4:4) may reflect a spiritual necessity of His
ministry. Most Jews en route to Galilee trav-
eled through the region of Perea east of the
Jordan River rather than take the more direct
route through Samaria. There were deep -
seated prejudices between the Jews and the
Samaritans, going back to at least the period
of the restoration of Judah following the
Bab ylonian exile. Jesus, however, had a mis-
sion to Samaritans as well as to Jews.

Figuring prominently in John 4 are two
aspects of Jewish and Samaritan religious
differences: the place of worship and the
promised Messiah. The Samaritans had
opposed the reconstruction of the Jerusalem
temple in 538 B.C. (Ezra 4:1–5). Furthermore,
they had constructed their own temple to
the God of Abraham on Mount Gerizim 
in either 388 or 332 B.C. Wishing to divert
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1427 JOHN 3:22
4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a

man be born when he is old? Can he enter
a second time into his mother’s womb and
be born?”b

5Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say
to you, unless one is born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of
God.b 6That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit.b 7Do not marvel that I said to you,
‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind blows
where it wishes, and you hear the sound of
it, but cannot tell where it comes from and
where it goes. So is everyone who is born of
the Spirit.”b

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him,
“How can these things be?”

1 Life in the Kingdom 2
10Jesus answered and said to him, “Are

you the teacher of Israel, and do not know
these things? 11Most assuredly, I say to you,
We speak what We know and testify what
We have seen, and you do not receive Our
witness. 12If I have told you earthly things
and you do not believe, how will you be-
lieve if I tell you heavenly things?b 13No one
has ascended to heaven but He who came
down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man
who is in heaven.a 14And as Moses lifted up

the serpent in the wilderness, even so must
the Son of Man be lifted up,b 15that whoever
believes in Him should not perish buta have
eternal life. 16For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish
but have everlasting life.b 17For God did not
send His Son into the world to condemn
the world, but that the world through Him
might be saved.b

18“He who believes in Him is not con-
demned; but he who does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not be-
lieved in the name of the only begotten Son
of God. 19And this is the condemnation,
that the light has come into the world, and
men loved darkness rather than light, be-
cause their deeds were evil. 20For everyone
practicing evil hates the light and does not
come to the light, lest his deeds should be
exposed. 21But he who does the truth comes
to the light, that his deeds may be clearly
seen, that they have been done in God.”

1 The Preaching of John the Baptist 2
22After these things Jesus and His disci-

ples came into the land of Judea, and there
He remained with them and baptized.b

3:4 Nicodemus misunderstands, questioning the possibility of a second physical birth. Misunderstand-
ings occur frequently in John’s Gospel (see 2:19–21; 4:10–14, 30–34; 6:27; 7:37–39; 11:11–15). Christ uses
these opportunities to elevate an idea from a superficial or earthly meaning to a heavenly and eternal
meaning.
3:5 This birth of water and the Spirit is a direct reference to Christian baptism and the gift of the Holy
Spirit given at chrismation.
3:6 See note for 1:13.
3:8 A play on words: the Greek word pneuma means both wind and Spirit. The working of the Holy
Spirit in the new birth is as mysterious as the source and destination of the blowing wind. Likewise, the
Spirit moves where He wills and cannot be contained by human ideas or agendas.
3:12 According to St. John Chrysostom, earthly things refer to grace and baptism given to man. These
are earthly, not in the sense of “unspiritual,” but only in the sense that they occur on earth and are
given to creatures. The heavenly things involve the ungraspable mysteries of the eternal generation of
the Son from the Father; they relate to His eternal existence before all time and to God’s divine plan of
salvation for the world. A person first must grasp the ways in which God works among mankind before
he can even begin to understand things that pertain to God Himself.
3:14 Moses lifted up an image of a serpent to cure the Israelites from deadly bites of poisonous snakes
(Nm 21:4–9). This miracle-working image prefigured Christ being lifted up on the Cross. As believers
behold the crucified Christ in faith, the power of sin and death is overthrown in them. Just as the image
of a serpent was the weapon that destroyed the power of the serpents, so the instrument of Christ’s
death becomes the weapon that overthrows death itself.
3:16 To show the reason the Son must be crucified (“lifted up”—v. 14), Jesus declares God’s great love
not only for Israel, but for the world. This single verse expresses the whole of the message of John’s
Gospel, and indeed, of salvation history.
3:17, 18 While Christ came to save and not to condemn, man has free will. Thus, he can reject this gift,
and he becomes condemned by his own rejection.
3:22 Baptized: See 4:2.

3:13 aNU-Text omits who is in heaven.
3:15 aNU-Text omits not perish but.
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“Most as sured ly, I say to you, unless 
one is born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.”

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can 
a man be born when he is old? Can he 
enter a second time into his mother’s 
womb and be born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most as sured ly, 
I say to you, unless one is born of wa‑
ter and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. 6 That which is born 
of the flesh is flesh, and that which 
is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not 
marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born again.’ 8 The wind blows where 
it wishes, and you hear the sound of 
it, but cannot tell where it comes from 
and where it goes. So is everyone who 
is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to 
Him, “How can these things be?”

10 Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Are you the teacher of Israel, and do 
not know these things? 11Most as sured‑
ly, I say to you, We speak what We 
know and testify what We have seen, 
and you do not receive Our witness. 12If 
I have told you earthly things and you 
do not believe, how will you believe if I 
tell you heavenly things? 13No one has 
ascended to heaven but He who came 
down from heaven, that is, the Son of 
Man who is in heaven.a 14And as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of Man be lift‑
ed up, 15that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish buta have eternal life. 
16For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that who‑
ever believes in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life. 17For God 
did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved.

18“He who believes in Him is not 
condemned; but he who does not be‑
lieve is condemned already, because 
he has not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God. 19And this 
is the  condemnation, that the light has 
come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil. 20For everyone 

18So the Jews answered and said to 
Him, “What sign do You show to us, 
since You do these things?”

19 Jesus answered and said to them, 
“Destroy this temple, and in three days 
I will raise it up.”

20 Then the Jews said, “It has tak‑
en forty‑ six years to build this temple, 
and will You raise it up in three days?”

21But He was speaking of the tem‑
ple of His body. 22 Therefore, when He 
had risen from the dead, His disciples 
remembered that He had said this to 
them;a and they believed the Scripture 
and the word which  Jesus had said.

The Discerner of Hearts
23Now when He was in Jerusalem 

at the Passover, during the feast, many 
believed in His name when they saw 
the signs which He did. 24But  Jesus did 
not commit Himself to them, because 
He knew all men, 25and had no need 
that anyone should testify of man, for 
He knew what was in man.

The New Birth

3  There was a man of the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 

Jews. 2 This man came to  Jesus by night 
and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that 
You are a teacher come from God; for 
no one can do these signs that You do 
unless God is with him.”

3 Jesus answered and said to him, 

The Rest of Mary’s Story
John 2:12

Jesus’ mother, brothers, and disciples 
went with Him during His early travels to 
Capernaum. Mary also seemed to know 
at least something of Jesus’ divinity (John 
2:3–5). But after this scene, Jesus’ moth-
er  dis appears from John’s account until 
Jesus’ crucifixion (19:25– 27). Did Mary 
follow her Son? We do not get the sense 
that she traveled with Him. She may have 
had responsibilities at home that could 
not be ignored, such as caring for her 
younger children. Whatever the case, af-
ter Jesus ascended to heaven, Mary was 
among the early Christians who prayed 
and waited in the Upper Room for the 
promise of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:14).

2:22 a NU‑ Text and M‑ Text omit to them.    
3:13 a NU‑ Text omits who is in  heaven.    
3:15 a NU‑ Text omits not perish but.    

JOHN 3:201663
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DISCERNING THE MEANING | John 3:16

Only begotten —   Greek word for only begot-
ten suggests a one and only son or child. For 
example, Jesus healed or raised the only son of 
the widow of Nain (Luke 7:12), the only daugh‑
ter of Jairus (Luke 8:42), and a man’s only son, 
who had a demon (Luke 9:38). Yet the word 
does not necessarily have to convey the idea 
of a birth. For example, Isaac is called Abra‑
ham’s “only begotten” in Hebrews 11:17 and in 
the Septuagint, the Greek Old Testament (see 
Gen. 22:2, 12, 16), when actually Abraham had 
two sons: Ishmael and Isaac. The Son of God 
is the Father’s one and only, His unique Son 
(John 3:16). Although the Father has begotten 
many children through the new birth (John 
1:12, 13), none of these are exactly like Jesus 
Christ, the unique Son of God. His Sonship is 
from eternity. As the unique Son of God, He 
has a special glory and an unrivaled place of 
honor.

have seen, and you do not receive Our wit-
ness. 12If I have told you earthly things and 
you do not believe, how will you believe if 
I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has as-
cended to heaven but He who came down 
from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who 
is in heaven.a 14And as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever be-
lieves in Him should not perish buta have 
eternal life. 16For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life. 17For God did not 
send His Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but that the world through Him 
might be saved.

19 Jesus answered and said to them, “De-
stroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.”

20 Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty- 
six years to build this temple, and will You 
raise it up in three days?”

21But He was speaking of the temple of 
His body. 22 Therefore, when He had risen 
from the dead, His disciples remembered 
that He had said this to them;a and they 
believed the Scripture and the word which 
 Jesus had said.

The Discerner of Hearts
23Now when He was in Jerusalem at the 

Passover, during the feast, many believed in 
His name when they saw the signs which He 
did. 24But  Jesus did not commit Himself to 
them, because He knew all men, 25and had 
no need that anyone should testify of man, 
for He knew what was in man.

The New Birth

3  There was a man of the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 

2 This man came to  Jesus by night and said 
to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a 
teacher come from God; for no one can do 
these signs that You do unless God is with 
him.”

3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most 
as sured ly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a 
man be born when he is old? Can he en-
ter a second time into his  mother’s womb 
and be born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most as sured ly, I say 
to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do 
not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wish-
es, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot 
tell where it comes from and where it goes. 
So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him, 
“How can these things be?”

10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are 
you the teacher of Israel, and do not know 
these things? 11Most as sured ly, I say to you, 
We speak what We know and testify what We 

18“He who believes in Him is not con-
demned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God. 19And this is the  condemnation, 
that the light has come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, be-
cause their deeds were evil. 20For everyone 
practicing evil hates the light and does not 

2:22 a NU‑Text and M‑Text omit to them.    
3:13 a NU‑Text omits who is in  heaven.    
3:15 a NU‑Text omits not perish but.    

JOHN 2:19 | 1540
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PSALM 22 238 The LORD the Shepherd of His People
7 For the king trusts in the LORD,

And through the mercy of the Most
High he shall not be moved.

8 Your hand will find all Your
enemies;

Your right hand will find those who
hate You.

9 You shall make them as a fiery oven
in the time of Your anger;

The LORD shall swallow them up in
His wrath,

And the fire shall devour them.
10 Their offspring You shall destroy

from the earth,
And their descendants from among
the sons of men.

11 For they intended evil against You;
They devised a plot which they are
not able to perform.

12 Therefore You will make them turn
their back;

You will make ready Your arrows
on Your string toward their faces.

13 Be exalted, O LORD, in Your own
strength!

We will sing and praise Your power.

PSALM 22
To the Chief Musician. Set to ‘‘The Deer of

the Dawn.’’ A Psalm of David.

1 MY God, My God, why have You
forsaken Me?

Why are You so far from helping
Me,

And from the words of My
groaning?

2 O My God, I cry in the daytime, but
You do not hear;

And in the night season, and am
not silent.

3 But You are holy,
Enthroned in the praises of Israel.

4 Our fathers trusted in You;
They trusted, and You delivered
them.

5 They cried to You, and were
delivered;

They trusted in You, and were not
ashamed.

6 But I am a worm, and no man;
A reproach of men, and despised by
the people.

7 All those who see Me ridicule Me;
They shoot out the lip, they shake
the head, saying,

8 ‘‘He trusted in the LORD, let Him
rescue Him;

Let Him deliver Him, since He
delights in Him!’’

9 But You are He who took Me out of
the womb;

You made Me trust while on My
mother’s breasts.

10 I was cast upon You from birth.
From My mother’s womb
You have been My God.

11 Be not far from Me,
For trouble is near;
For there is none to help.

12 Many bulls have surrounded Me;
Strong bulls of Bashan have
encircled Me.

13 They gape at Me with their mouths,
Like a raging and roaring lion.

14 I am poured out like water,
And all My bones are out of joint;
My heart is like wax;
It has melted within Me.

15 My strength is dried up like a
potsherd,

And My tongue clings to My jaws;

You have brought Me to the dust of
death.

16 For dogs have surrounded Me;
The congregation of the wicked has
enclosed Me.

They pierced My hands and My
feet;

17 I can count all My bones.
They look and stare at Me.

18 They divide My garments among
them,

And for My clothing they cast lots.
19 But You, O LORD, do not be far from

Me;
O My Strength, hasten to help Me!

20 Deliver Me from the sword,
My precious life from the power of
the dog.

21 Save Me from the lion’s mouth
And from the horns of the wild
oxen!

You have answered Me.
22 I will declare Your name to My

brethren;
In the midst of the assembly I will
praise You.

23 You who fear the LORD, praise Him!
All you descendants of Jacob,
glorify Him,

And fear Him, all you offspring of
Israel!

24 For He has not despised nor
abhorred the affliction of the
afflicted;

Nor has He hidden His face from
Him;

But when He cried to Him, He
heard.

25 My praise shall be of You in the
great assembly;

I will pay My vows before those
who fear Him.

26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied;
Those who seek Him will praise the
LORD.

Let your heart live forever!
27 All the ends of the world

Shall remember and turn to the
LORD,

And all the families of the nations
Shall worship before You.

28 For the kingdom is the LORD’s,
And He rules over the nations.

29 All the prosperous of the earth
Shall eat and worship;
All those who go down to the dust
Shall bow before Him,
Even he who cannot keep himself
alive.

30 A posterity shall serve Him.
It will be recounted of the Lord to
the next generation,

31 They will come and declare His
righteousness to a people who
will be born,

That He has done this.

PSALM 23
A Psalm of David.

1 THE LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not want.

2 He makes me to lie down in green
pastures;

He leads me beside the still waters.
3 He restores my soul;

He leads me in the paths of
righteousness

For His name’s sake.
4 Yea, though I walk through the

valley of the shadow of death,

I will fear no evil;
For You are with me;
Your rod and Your staff, they

comfort me.
5 You prepare a table before me in

the presence of my enemies;
You anoint my head with oil;
My cup runs over.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me

All the days of my life;
And I will dwell in the house of the

LORD
Forever.

PSALM 24

A Psalm of David.

1 THE earth is the LORD’s, and all its
fullness,

The world and those who dwell
therein.

2 For He has founded it upon the
seas,

And established it upon the waters.
3 Who may ascend into the hill of the

LORD?
Or who may stand in His holy

place?
4 He who has clean hands and a pure

heart,
Who has not lifted up his soul to an

idol,
Nor sworn deceitfully.

5 He shall receive blessing from the
LORD,

And righteousness from the God of
his salvation.

6 This is Jacob, the generation of
those who seek Him,

Who seek Your face. Selah
7 Lift up your heads, O you gates!

And be lifted up, you everlasting
doors!

And the King of glory shall come
in.

8 Who is this King of glory?
The LORD strong and mighty,
The LORD mighty in battle.

9 Lift up your heads, O you gates!
Lift up, you everlasting doors!
And the King of glory shall come

in.
10 Who is this King of glory?

The LORD of hosts,
He is the King of glory. Selah

PSALM 25

A Psalm of David.

1 TO You, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
2 O my God, I trust in You;

Let me not be ashamed;
Let not my enemies triumph over

me.
3 Indeed, let no one who waits on You

be ashamed;
Let those be ashamed who deal

treacherously without cause.
4 Show me Your ways, O LORD;

Teach me Your paths.
5 Lead me in Your truth and teach

me,
For You are the God of my
salvation;

On You I wait all the day.
6 Remember, O LORD, Your tender

mercies and Your
lovingkindnesses,

For they are from of old.
7 Do not remember the sins of my

youth, nor my transgressions;
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6 In mercy and truth
Atonement is provided for iniquity;
And by the fear of the LORD one

departs from evil.

3There was a man of the Pharisees
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the

Jews. 2This man came to Jesus by night
and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that
You are a teacher come from God; for no
one can do these signs that You do unless
God is with him.”

3Jesus answered and said to him,
“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one
is born again, he cannot see the kingdom
of God.”

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a
man be born when he is old? Can he
enter a second time into his mother’s
womb and be born?”

5Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I
say to you, unless one is born of water
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the king-
dom of God. 6That which is born of the
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of
the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I
said to you, ‘You must be born again.’
8The wind blows where it wishes, and
you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell
where it comes from and where it goes.
So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to
Him, “How can these things be?”

10Jesus answered and said to him,
“Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not
know these things? 11Most assuredly, I
say to you, We speak what We know and
testify what We have seen, and you do
not receive Our witness. 12If I have told
you earthly things and you do not
believe, how will you believe if I tell you
heavenly things? 13No one has ascended
to heaven but He who came down from
heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in
heaven. 14And as Moses lifted up the ser-
pent in the wilderness, even so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but
have eternal life. 16For God so loved the
world that He gave His only begotten

John 3:1–18 

Proverbs 16:6 

579 M A Y  1 3

NICODEMUS: Unclean
but Unblemished

J OH N  3 :1–18

It all started at night, when Nicodemus,
“the teacher of Israel,” came to the

Light. 
Nicodemus makes three appearances in

the Bible (see John 3:1–21; 7:50–52; 19:39–42),
and by the third time, we see that the seed
Jesus planted by night blossoms in the light of

a gloomy day. Nicodemus assisted in retrieving
Jesus’ body from the cross and preparing it for
burial. According to his old way of life,
Nicodemus became unclean; but in his new
eternal life, he was unblemished.

Today, Nicodemus is still the teacher. We
learn from him that Jesus is always there for
us, night or day. We learn that in God’s perfect
timing, He will answer our most confounding
questions. We learn that regardless of our sta-
tus, nothing is more important than the life of
Christ within us. And we learn that no matter
how great our sacrifice, it can never compare
to Christ’s sacrifice.

✶  ✶  ✶  ✶  ✶  ✶  ✶   LifeExamples: ✶  ✶  ✶  ✶  ✶  ✶  ✶

d John 3:17 — “God did not send His
Son into the world to condemn the
world, but that the world through Him
might be saved.”

W hile Jesus says that all judgment
has been committed to Him (see

John 5:22), He insists that He did not
come to earth to judge us but to save us.
As James says, “Mercy triumphs over
judgment” (James 2:13).

d John 3:18 — “He who believes in Him
is not condemned; but he who does not
believe is condemned already.”

Those who place their faith in Jesus
will never be condemned, because

Jesus has already taken their punishment
upon Himself. But those who reject Jesus
as Savior must bear the full penalty of
their sins.

✴  ✴  ✴  ✴ L I F E L E S S O N S ✴  ✴  ✴  ✴
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FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• Line-matched, single-column Scripture 

text

• Thomas Nelson’s exclusive NKJV 
Comfort Print® typeface

• Smyth-sewn binding lays flat in your 
hand or on your desk

• Two satin ribbon markers

• 9-point print size

Do you yearn for life-giving, intimate communion with God? The Abide Bible is designed to help you experience the 
peace, hope, and growth that comes from encountering the voice and presence of God in Scripture. Every feature in The 
Abide Bible is designed to teach and develop Scripture-engagement habits that help you know the power and spiritual 
nourishment of abiding in Christ.

Created in partnership with Bible Gateway and the Taylor University Center for Scripture Engagement, The Abide Bible 
features articles, book introductions, and practical Scripture engagement prompts based on five ways of engaging deeply 
with the Bible: 

• Praying Scripture: Pattern your prayers after biblical 
texts, personalizing the prayer and gaining language for 
the thoughts and emotions you want to express.

• Picture It: Place yourself in a biblical narrative as a 
bystander or participant in important events.

• Journaling: Focus and reflect on Scripture and its 
meaning for your life, opening yourself to God’s voice as 
you ponder.

• Engage Through Art: Consider a classic piece of art—
photograph, sculpture, painting—and let it deepen your 
meditations on scriptural truths.

• Contemplate: Follow the church’s longstanding practice 
of reading, meditating on, praying, and contemplating a 
passage of Scripture in order to experience God’s presence 
through the words of the Bible. 

NKJV, THE ABIDE BIBLE
21 But He was speaking of the temple of His body. 22 There-

fore, when He had risen from the dead, His disciples remem-
bered that He had said this to them; and they believed the 
Scripture and the word which Jesus had said.

THE DISCERNER OF HEARTS
23 Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during 

the feast, many believed in His name when they saw the signs 
which He did. 24 But Jesus did not commit Himself to them, 
because He knew all men, 25 and had no need that anyone 
should testify of man, for He knew what was in man.

THE NEW BIRTH

3 There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a 
ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and 

said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come 
from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless 
God is with him.”

3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say 
to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God.”

4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when 
he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb 
and be born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless 
one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the king-
dom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said 
to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it 
wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it 
comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of 
the Spirit.”

9 Nicodemus answered and said to Him, “How can these 
things be?”

10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you the teacher 
of Israel, and do not know these things? 11 Most assuredly, I 
say to you, We speak what We know and testify what We have 
seen, and you do not receive Our witness. 12 If I have told you 
earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if 
I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended to heaven 
but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man 
who is in heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal 
life. 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only be-
gotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but that the world through 
Him might be saved.

18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who 
does not believe is condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 And 
this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone practicing evil hates 
the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should 

PRAYING 
SCRIPTURE

John 3:16–21

When Adam and Eve sinned, 
they hid in shame from God 
(Gen. 3:8). Jesus raised a similar 
issue. With His arrival, light had 
come into the world, but people 
preferred the darkness because 
of their sins (v. 19). The fear of be­
ing exposed and judged makes it 
seem easier to stay in hiding.

How can we overcome this 
universal problem? Jesus ad­
dressed it by saying that those 
who believe in Christ will not be 
condemned (vv. 16–17). Because 
of Jesus, we can confess our sins 
and walk in Jesus’ light without 
fear of condemnation. As you 
pray through this Scripture pas­
sage, consider whether fear and 
shame are holding you prisoner 
in the dark. If so, trust in God’s 
love and grace. Just ask, and 
He will purify and restore you 
(1 John 1:9).

1584John 2:21
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FEATURES	INCLUDE	  
•  200 full-page articles from  

Bishop T. D. Jakes

•  600 “Gospel Pearls”—short but powerful 
quotations from Bishop T. D. Jakes

•  The Victorious Women’s Guide to Bible 
Reading (Topical Index)

•  Printed version of Bishop T.D. Jakes’  
popular sermon, “The Woman with  
the Alabaster Box”

• 10-point print size

The popular teaching of renowned Bishop T. D. Jakes is coupled with the timeless message 
of Scripture. Woman, Thou Art Loosed is the Bible that addresses emotional and spiritual 
issues from a biblical perspective and offers encouragement as only T. D. Jakes can. Countless 
women of all ages, races, and denominations have found these unique features to be the 
resources they need to find healing and wholeness in their Savior.

NKJV, WOMAN, THOU ART LOOSED!
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Touch hearts and change lives with the NKJV Devotional Bible for Women, Pink Edition. In 
addition to 366 devotions on themes such as grace, hope, joy, peace, and love to inspire you 
each day, this special Bible also features devotional and prayer content from the popular 
Praying Through Cancer book to uplift breast cancer patients, survivors, and their family 
members. Find encouragement for yourself and others with NKJV Devotional Bible for 
Women, Pink Edition that offers inspiring resources to help you strengthen your walk with God. 

NKJV DEVOTIONAL BIBLE FOR WOMEN, 
PINK EDITION

TEXT SAMPLE - 10 POINT

Taylor University Center for Scripture Engagement 
The materials for The Abide Bible were developed by Taylor University faculty, staff, students, and alumni as part 
of the Taylor University Center for Scripture Engagement (TUCSE). The TUCSE vision is to equip people to 
engage the Bible in ways that drive personal discipleship, evangelism, and world view formation. The dream is 
that Scripture engagement will become one of the most broadly applied missional actions.

ALSO AVAILABLE IN NET PAGE 95
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With articles and insights by Dennis and Barbara Rainey, the FamilyLifeTM Marriage Bible 
covers many of the issues facing husbands and wives: resolving conflict, communicating 
effectively, raising godly children, rekindling romance together, loving difficult family 
members, and more. 

NKJV, FAMILYLIFETM MARRIAGE BIBLE
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5Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say
to you, unless one is born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of
God. 6That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit
is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you,
‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind blows
where it wishes, and you hear the sound of
it, but cannot tell where it comes from and
where it goes. So is everyone who is born
of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him,
“How can these things be?”

10Jesus answered and said to him, “Are
you the teacher of Israel, and do not know
these things? 11Most assuredly, I say to
you, We speak what We know and testify
what We have seen, and you do not receive
Our witness. 12If I have told you earthly
things and you do not believe, how will
you believe if I tell you heavenly things?
13No one has ascended to heaven but He
who came down from heaven, that is, the
Son of Man who is in heaven.a 14And as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder-
ness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted
up, 15that whoever believes in Him should
not perish buta have eternal life. 16For God
so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him

should not perish but have everlasting life.
17For God did not send His Son into the
world to condemn the world, but that the
world through Him might be saved.

18“He who believes in Him is not con-
demned; but he who does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not
believed in the name of the only begotten
Son of God. 19And this is the condemnation,
that the light has come into the world, and
men loved darkness rather than light,
because their deeds were evil. 20For every-
one practicing evil hates the light and does
not come to the light, lest his deeds should
be exposed. 21But he who does the truth
comes to the light, that his deeds may be
clearly seen, that they have been done in
God.”

John the Baptist Exalts Christ
22After these things Jesus and His disci-

ples came into the land of Judea, and there
He remained with them and baptized. 23Now
John also was baptizing in Aenon near
Salim, because there was much water there.
And they came and were baptized. 24For
John had not yet been thrown into prison.

JOHN 3 1322

3:13 aNU-Text omits who is in heaven.
3:15 aNU-Text omits not perish but.

PARENTING
MATTERS

Q: How can we best speak words of encouragement to our kids? 

Years ago when speaking to a group of several hundred singles, I
asked,“How many of you grew up in homes where you were told
you were great, where your parents expressed how proud they
were of you?”Perhaps a dozen raised their hands.The rest of these
young adults remembered words of criticism from their parents
far more than they remembered any encouragement.

If you want your mate to live a godly life, or if you would like to
see your children grow up to love the Lord and walk with Him, then
you need to make encouragement a part of your daily vocabulary.

All of us have an encouragement meter that runs near empty at
times. In fact, has anybody ever been encouraged too much? Have
you ever felt overly appreciated? 

I have a challenge for you. Spend some time thinking of five
good things about each member of your family. Now, commit to
finding time to encourage each family member in these areas dur-
ing the next week. Spend more time encouraging than criticizing.

Be warned, though; do not wait for somebody to praise you! As
someone once said,“You can sometimes catch a terrible chill wait-
ing for someone else to cover you with glory.”
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Dark Brown Burgundy

Also available in

Three hundred and sixty-six devotional readings on themes such as grace, hope, joy, peace, and 
love will encourage you each day. “Glimpses of Grace” messages are sprinkled throughout and 
offer more than 500 quotes from contributors, including best-loved Women of Faith® speakers 
and dramatists, as well as Kathy Troccoli, Jan Silvious, Jill Briscoe, Babbie Mason, Point of Grace, 
and others. This is a timeless gift for any woman.

NKJV, WOMEN OF FAITH® DEVOTIONAL BIBLE
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NKJV, SERENITY NEW TESTAMENT,  
PSALMS & PROVERBS
Discover the Scriptures that support the principles of the 12-Step program in this best-selling 
New Testament Bible. Includes an introduction to the 12 Steps of recovery, with recovery 
meditations and related recovery Bible verses. As you read and meditate on Serenity, you will 
begin to see how the God of the Bible speaks directly to your needs. He will liberate you from 
debilitating addictions and restore you to wholeness and a perfect relationship with Him. 
Approved by most major substance abuse organizations.
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FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• Verse-by-verse layout for easy 

navigation

• Thomas Nelson’s exclusive NKJV 
Comfort Print® typeface

• Premium high-contrast Bible paper

• Ultra-flexible calfskin binding and 
durable edge-lined construction

• 3 satin ribbon markers

• 11.5-point print size 

Every detail of the Preaching Bible is tailor-made with preaching in mind. With features crowdsourced from actual pastors, 
a flexible calfskin cover, durable sewn binding, and elegant layout, the Preaching Bible is the ideal choice for those who have 
been called to the sacred task of preaching the Word.

NKJV, PREACHING BIBLE
7 “Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You 

must be born again.’
8 a “The wind blows where it wishes, and 

you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell 
where it comes from and where it goes. 
So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9 Nicodemus answered and said to Him, 
a “How can these things be?”

10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are 
you the teacher of Israel, and do not know 
these things?

11 a “Most assuredly, I say to you, We 
speak what We know and testify what We 
have seen, and b you do not receive Our 
witness.

12 “If I have told you earthly things and 
you do not believe, how will you believe if 
I tell you heavenly things?

13 a “No one has ascended to heaven but 
He who came down from heaven, that is, 
the Son of Man 1 who is in heaven.

14 a “And as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so b must the Son 
of Man be lifted up,

15 “that whoever a believes in Him should 
1 not perish but b have eternal life.

16 a “For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten b Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.

17 a “For God did not send His Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but that 
the world through Him might be saved.

18 a “He who believes in Him is not con-
demned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God.

19 “And this is the condemnation, a that 
the light has come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil.

21 But He was speaking a of the temple 
of His body.

22 Therefore, when He had risen from the 
dead, a His disciples remembered that He 
had said this 1 to them; and they believed 
the Scripture and the word which Jesus 
had said.

The Discerner of Hearts
23 Now when He was in Jerusalem at the 

Passover, during the feast, many believed 
in His name when they saw the a signs 
which He did.

24 But Jesus did not commit Himself to 
them, because He a knew all men,

25 and had no need that anyone should 
testify of man, for a He knew what was in 
man.

The New Birth

3 There was a man of the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.

2 a This man came to Jesus by night and 
said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are 
a teacher come from God; for b no one can 
do these signs that You do unless c God is 
with him.”

3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most 
assuredly, I say to you, a unless one is 
born 1 again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God.”

4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a 
man be born when he is old? Can he en-
ter a second time into his mother’s womb 
and be born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say 
to you, a unless one is born of water and 
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom 
of God.

6 “That which is born of the flesh is 
a flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit 
is spirit.

2:21 a [1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19; 2 Cor. 6:16; Col. 2:9; Heb. 8:2]    2:22 a Luke 24:8; John 2:17; 12:16; 14:26  1 NU, M omit to them    
2:23 a [John 5:36; Acts 2:22]    2:24 a Matt. 9:4; John 16:30; Rev. 2:23    2:25 a 1 Sam. 16:7; 1 Chr. 28:9; Matt. 9:4; [Mark 2:8]; 
John 6:64; 16:30; Acts 1:24; Rev. 2:23    3:2 a John 7:50; 19:39  b John 9:16, 33; Acts 2:22  c [Acts 10:38]    3:3 a [John 1:13; 
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Prov. 30:4; Acts 2:34; Rom. 10:6; 1 Cor. 15:47; Eph. 4:9  1 NU omits who is in heaven    3:14 a Num. 21:9  b Matt. 27:35; Mark 15:24; 
Luke 23:33; John 8:28; 12:34; 19:18    3:15 a John 6:47  b John 3:36  1 NU omits not perish but    3:16 a Rom. 5:8; Eph. 2:4; 
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FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• Complete text of New King James 

Version

• Thomas Nelson’s exclusive NKJV 
Comfort Print® typeface

• Best-selling Nelson’s Minister’s 
Manual set between the Old and New 
Testaments

• Sewn, lay-flat binding to ensure easy, 
one-handed use while ministering

• Three satin ribbon markers

• Easy-to-read 9-point print size

Pastors and church leaders stand ready to meet the needs of their flocks and Thomas Nelson’s beautiful and durable NKJV 
Minister’s Bible is here to help. With sermons, readings, outlines, prayers, and more, this Bible is a one-stop resource with 
directions for weddings, funerals, communion and baptism services, confirmations, dedications, and a variety of other 
pastoral care situations.
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19 Jesus answered and said to them, “De­
stroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.”

20 Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty­ 
six years to build this temple, and will You 
raise it up in three days?”

21But He was speaking of the temple of 
His body. 22 Therefore, when He had risen 
from the dead, His disciples remembered 
that He had said this to them;a and they 
believed the Scripture and the word which 
 Jesus had said.

The discerner of heArTs
23Now when He was in Jerusalem at the 

Passover, during the feast, many believed 
in His name when they saw the signs which 
He did. 24But  Jesus did not commit Him­
self to them, because He knew all men, 
25and had no need that anyone should tes­
tify of man, for He knew what was in man.

The neW BirTh

3  There was a man of the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 

2 This man came to  Jesus by night and said 
to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a 
teacher come from God; for no one can 
do these signs that You do unless God is 
with him.”

3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most 
as sured ly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a 
man be born when he is old? Can he en­
ter a second time into his  mother’s womb 
and be born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most as sured ly, I say 
to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do 
not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wish­
es, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot 
tell where it comes from and where it goes. 
So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him, 
“How can these things be?”

10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are 
you the teacher of Israel, and do not know 
these things? 11Most as sured ly, I say to you, 
We speak what We know and testify what 
We have seen, and you do not receive Our 
witness. 12If I have told you earthly things 
and you do not believe, how will you be­
lieve if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one 
has ascended to heaven but He who came 

down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man 
who is in heaven.a 14And as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that 
whoever believes in Him should not per­
ish buta have eternal life. 16For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life. 17For 
God did not send His Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved.

18“He who believes in Him is not con­
demned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God. 19And this is the  condemnation, 
that the light has come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, be­
cause their deeds were evil. 20For everyone 
practicing evil hates the light and does not 
come to the light, lest his deeds should be 
exposed. 21But he who does the truth comes 
to the light, that his deeds may be clear­
ly seen, that they have been done in God.”

John The BApTisT exAlTs chrisT
22After these things  Jesus and His disci­

ples came into the land of Judea, and there 
He remained with them and baptized. 23Now 
John also was baptizing in Aenon near 
Salim, because there was much water there. 
And they came and were baptized. 24For 
John had not yet been thrown into prison.

25 Then there arose a dispute between 
some of John’s disciples and the Jews 
about purification. 26And they came to 
John and said to him, “Rabbi, He who was 
with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you 
have testified— behold, He is baptizing, 
and all are coming to Him!”

27John answered and said, “A man can 
receive nothing unless it has been given 
to him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear 
me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ 
but, ‘I have been sent before Him.’ 29He 
who has the bride is the bridegroom; but 
the friend of the bridegroom, who stands 
and hears him, rejoices greatly because of 
the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy 
of mine is fulfilled. 30He must increase, 
but I must decrease. 31He who comes from 
above is above all; he who is of the earth 
is earthly and speaks of the earth. He who 
comes from heaven is above all. 32And 
what He has seen and heard, that He tes­
tifies; and no one receives His testimony. 
33He who has received His testimony has 

2:22 a NU‑Text and M‑Text omit to them.    3:13 a NU‑Text omits who is in  heaven.    
3:15 a NU‑Text omits not perish but.    

1131 John 3:33John 2:19
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• The New King James Version, known 
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Comfort Print® typeface

• Two satin ribbon markers

• Classic slipcase for protection and 
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• Easy-to-read 10-point print size

The NKJV Deluxe Reader’s Bible is an invitation to get caught up in the story of Scripture, as history, poetry, and prophecy 
come to life on pages designed for people who love a good book. Perfect for both devotional and extended reading, the 
beautifully designed NKJV Deluxe Reader’s Bible features the exceptionally readable Thomas Nelson NKJV typeface in an 
elegant single-column format. Premium, high-contrast paper, classically sewn lay-flat bindings, and an innovative approach 
to chapter and verse markers combine to create a distraction-free reading experience you’ll want to return to again  
and again.
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ISBN-13 STYLE PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED RIBBON EDGING CARTON Q
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Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days 
I will raise it up. ”

Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and 
will You raise it up in three days?”

But He was speaking of the temple of His body. Therefore, when He had 
risen from the dead, His disciples remembered that He had said this to them; 
and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had said.

Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many 
believed in His name when they saw the signs which He did. But Jesus did 
not commit Himself to them, because He knew all men, and had no need 
that anyone should testify of man, for He knew what was in man.

There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 
This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You 
are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do un-
less God is with him. ”

Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one 
is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. ”

Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he 
enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?”

Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water 
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel 
that I said to you, ‘You must be born again. ’ The wind blows where it wishes, 
and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where 
it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit. ”

Nicodemus answered and said to Him, “How can these things be?”
Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not 

know these things? Most assuredly, I say to you, We speak what We know and 
testify what We have seen, and you do not receive Our witness. If I have told 
you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you 
heavenly things? No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down 
from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him 
might be saved.

“He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not be-
lieve is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that the light has 
come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil. For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does 
not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. But he who does the 

20

25

3

5

10

15

20

John

1646

TEXT SAMPLE - 10 POINT



30

NEW K ING JAMES  VERS ION

31

NEW K ING JAMES  VERS IONTEXT	BIBLES

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• Exclusive Thomas Nelson NKJV 

Comfort Print® typeface

• Thick paper suited for journaling

• Brief book introductions

• Translator footnotes for deeper 
understanding

• Handheld size for personal and group 
study

• Flexible sewn binding

•  Easy-to-read 12-point print size

The NKJV Scripture Journals includes 45 volumes spanning Genesis to Revelation divided between 5 box sets: The Law, The 
Writings, The Prophets, The Gospels and Acts, and The Epistles and Revelation. Each box set is distinguished by its own shade 
of blue-gray, creating a stunning display for your shelf. Ideal for personal or group study, each handy journaling paperback 
includes individual book introductions and a single-column Scripture layout with a full page of light journaling lines 
opposite each page of Scripture. Individual books available for many books of the Bible.

NKJV, SCRIPTURE JOURNALS

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED RIBBON EDGING 
Full Size (5-3/4 x 8, 12 point type)
9780785236375 Complete Bible box set $249.99 Softcover 1-piece Slipcase Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785235767 The Law box set $34.99 Softcover 1-piece Slipcase Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785235828 The Writings box set $89.99 Softcover 1-piece Slipcase Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785235989 The Prophets box set $49.99 Softcover 1-piece Slipcase Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785236078 The Gospel and Acts box set $27.99 Softcover 1-piece Slipcase Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785236139 The Epistles and Revelation box set $74.99 Softcover 1-piece Slipcase Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785235774 Genesis $7.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785235781 Exodus $7.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785235859 Ruth $5.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785235927 Esther $5.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785235941 Psalms $11.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785235958 Proverbs $7.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785235965 Ecclesiastes $5.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785235996 Isaiah $9.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785236030 Daniel $5.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785236085 Matthew $5.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785236092 Mark $5.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785236108 Luke $5.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785236115 John $5.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785236122 Acts $5.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785236146 Romans $5.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785236153 1-2 Corinthians $7.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785236160 Galatians $5.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785236177 Ephesians $5.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785236283 Philippians $5.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785236290 Colossians $5.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785236306 1-2 Thessalonians $5.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785236313 1-2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon $5.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785236320 Hebrews $5.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785236337 James $5.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785236344 1-2 Peter $5.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785236351 1-3 John, Jude $5.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 
9780785236368 Revelation $5.99 Softcover Vertical O-Wrap Gray N 0 Plain 

TEXT	BIBLES
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Nelson NKJV Comfort Print® 
typeface*

• Wide margins great for notes and 
reflections

• Premium paper ideal for writing

• Words of Christ in red

• Lays flat in your hand or on your desk

• Single/Double ribbon markers 
available

 

Do you underline Scripture, take notes during sermons, or express your thoughts through journaling? The NKJV Journal 
the Word™ Bible is a trustworthy and indispensable resource for anyone who puts pen to paper for deeper engagement 
with God’s Word. The extra-wide lined margins make this Bible ideal for note taking and journaling. This Bible is truly 
inspirational from cover to cover and is sure to make an excellent gift or a treasured personal keepsake.

NKJV, JOURNAL THE WORD BIBLE

ISBN-13 STYLE PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED RIBBON EDGING CARTON Q
Journal the Word, Full SIze (6-1/4 x 8, 1440 pages, 8.5 point type)
9780785218272 8582GY $34.99 Hardcover 1-pc Slipcase Gray/Crimson N 2 Plain 12
9780785218395 8582A $34.99 Hardcover 1-pc Slipcase Gray N 2 Plain 12
9780785218500 8582BK $34.99 Hardcover 1-pc Slipcase Black N 2 Plain 12
9780718088644 5582A $39.99 Hardcover 1-pc Slipcase Teal/Floral N 1 Plain 12 
9780785218425 8582NA $39.99 Hardcover 1-pc Slipcase Gray/Floral N 2 Plain 12
9780785218456 8583BK $44.99 Leathersoft™ Clamshell Black N 2 Gold-Gilded 12
9780785218494 8585BR $44.99 Bonded Leather Clamshell Brown N 2 Plain 12
Journal the Word, Large Print (6-1/4 x 8, 2016 pages, 10 point type)
9780718090838 6582 $49.99 Hardcover O-Wrap Black N 1 Plain 10
9780718090913 6582A $54.99 Hardcover 1-pc Slipcase Teal/Floral N 1 Plain 10
9780718090890 6585 $54.99 Bonded Leather Clamshell Brown N 1 Plain 10
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3:13 a NU- Text omits who is in  heaven.   3:15 a NU- Text omits not perish but.   

5 Jesus answered, “Most as sured ly, I say to you, unless one is born of water 
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I 
said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you 
hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him, “How can these things be?”
10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not 

know these things? 11Most as sured ly, I say to you, We speak what We know and 
testify what We have seen, and you do not receive Our witness. 12If I have told you 
earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly 
things? 13No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, 
that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.a 14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish buta have eternal life. 16For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life. 17For God did not send His Son into the world to con-
demn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.

18“He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begot-
ten Son of God. 19And this is the  condemnation, that the light has come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 
20For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest 
his deeds should be exposed. 21But he who does the truth comes to the light, that 
his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God.”

John the Baptist Exalts Christ
22After these things  Jesus and His disciples came into the land of Judea, and 

there He remained with them and baptized. 23Now John also was baptizing in 
Aenon near Salim, because there was much water there. And they came and 
were baptized. 24For John had not yet been thrown into prison.

25 Then there arose a dispute between some of John’s disciples and the Jews 
about purification. 26And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, He who was 
with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you have testified— behold, He is baptiz-
ing, and all are coming to Him!”

27John answered and said, “A man can receive nothing unless it has been 
given to him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am 
not the Christ,’ but, ‘I have been sent before Him.’ 29He who has the bride is the 
bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, re-
joices greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine is 
fulfilled. 30He must increase, but I must decrease. 31He who comes from above 
is above all; he who is of the earth is earthly and speaks of the earth. He who 
comes from heaven is above all. 32And what He has seen and heard, that He tes-
tifies; and no one receives His testimony. 33He who has received His testimony 
has certified that God is true. 34For He whom God has sent speaks the words of 
God, for God does not give the Spirit by measure. 35 The Father loves the Son, and 
has given all things into His hand. 36He who believes in the Son has everlasting 
life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
abides on him.”

A Samaritan Woman Meets Her Messiah

4  Therefore, when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that  Jesus made 
and baptized more disciples than John 2(though  Jesus Himself did not bap-

tize, but His disciples), 3He left Judea and departed again to Galilee. 4But He 
needed to go through Samaria.

JOHN 4:4  |  1225
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FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• Thomas Nelson’s exclusive NKJV 

Comfort Print® typeface

• Words of Christ in red

• Full-color maps

• Single/Double ribbon markers available

• New classic raised spine editions

• Easy-to-read 9-point print size

Thin and lightweight, the NKJV Thinline Bible is designed to travel with you. With a variety of unique and traditional cover 
designs available, this Bible is beautiful inside and out. Fitting into most purses, bags, and glove boxes, the NKJV Thinline 
Bible is a great choice to take with you on the go. 

NKJV, THINLINE BIBLE

 
ISBN-13 STYLE PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED RIBBON EDGING CARTON Q
Full Size (5-3/8 x 8-1/2, 1120 pages, 9 point type)
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9780718074463 4013AA $14.99 Value Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Navy N 1 Plain 24
9780718075446 4013A $14.99 Value Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Burgundy N 1 Plain 24
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9780718075354 4012A $19.99 Hardcover 1-pc Slipcase White/Oatmeal N 2 Plain 24
9780718075255 4013BK $19.99 Leathersoft™ 1-pc Slipcase Black N 2 Silver-Gilded 24
9780718075286 4013BRG $19.99 Leathersoft™ 1-pc Slipcase Burgundy N 2 Gold-Gilded 24
9780718075460 4013BB $19.99 Leathersoft™ Top-load Slipcase Mahogany N 2 Gold-Gilded 24
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9780785234432 4013BK $29.99 Leathersoft™ Top-load Slipcase Black N 2 Gold-Gilded 24
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9780785234395 4013BRN $29.99 Leathersoft™ Top-load Slipcase Brown N 2 Gold-Gilded 24
9780785234401 4013BRNI $39.99 Leathersoft™ Top-load Slipcase Brown Y 2 Gold-Gilded 24
9780785234418 4013NA $29.99 Leathersoft™ Top-load Slipcase Navy N 2 Rose-Gilded 24
9780785234425 4013NAI $39.99 Leathersoft™ Top-load Slipcase Navy Y 2 Rose-Gilded 24

19 Jesus answered and said to them, “De-
stroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.”

20 Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty- 
six years to build this temple, and will You 
raise it up in three days?”

21But He was speaking of the temple of 
His body. 22 Therefore, when He had risen 
from the dead, His disciples remembered 
that He had said this to them;a and they 
believed the Scripture and the word which 
 Jesus had said.

The discerner of heArTs
23Now when He was in Jerusalem at the 

Passover, during the feast, many believed 
in His name when they saw the signs which 
He did. 24But  Jesus did not commit Him-
self to them, because He knew all men, 
25and had no need that anyone should tes-
tify of man, for He knew what was in man.

The neW BirTh

3  There was a man of the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 

2 This man came to  Jesus by night and said 
to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a 
teacher come from God; for no one can 
do these signs that You do unless God is 
with him.”

3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most 
as sured ly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a 
man be born when he is old? Can he en-
ter a second time into his  mother’s womb 
and be born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most as sured ly, I say 
to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do 
not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wish-
es, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot 
tell where it comes from and where it goes. 
So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him, 
“How can these things be?”

10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are 
you the teacher of Israel, and do not know 
these things? 11Most as sured ly, I say to you, 
We speak what We know and testify what 
We have seen, and you do not receive Our 
witness. 12If I have told you earthly things 
and you do not believe, how will you be-
lieve if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one 
has ascended to heaven but He who came 

down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man 
who is in heaven.a 14And as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that 
whoever believes in Him should not per-
ish buta have eternal life. 16For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life. 17For 
God did not send His Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved.

18“He who believes in Him is not con-
demned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God. 19And this is the  condemnation, 
that the light has come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, be-
cause their deeds were evil. 20For everyone 
practicing evil hates the light and does not 
come to the light, lest his deeds should be 
exposed. 21But he who does the truth comes 
to the light, that his deeds may be clear-
ly seen, that they have been done in God.”

John The BApTisT exAlTs chrisT
22After these things  Jesus and His disci-

ples came into the land of Judea, and there 
He remained with them and baptized. 23Now 
John also was baptizing in Aenon near 
Salim, because there was much water there. 
And they came and were baptized. 24For 
John had not yet been thrown into prison.

25 Then there arose a dispute between 
some of John’s disciples and the Jews 
about purification. 26And they came to 
John and said to him, “Rabbi, He who was 
with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you 
have testified— behold, He is baptizing, 
and all are coming to Him!”

27John answered and said, “A man can 
receive nothing unless it has been given 
to him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear 
me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ 
but, ‘I have been sent before Him.’ 29He 
who has the bride is the bridegroom; but 
the friend of the bridegroom, who stands 
and hears him, rejoices greatly because of 
the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy 
of mine is fulfilled. 30He must increase, 
but I must decrease. 31He who comes from 
above is above all; he who is of the earth 
is earthly and speaks of the earth. He who 
comes from heaven is above all. 32And 
what He has seen and heard, that He tes-
tifies; and no one receives His testimony. 
33He who has received His testimony has 

2:22 a NU‑Text and M‑Text omit to them.    3:13 a NU‑Text omits who is in  heaven.    
3:15 a NU‑Text omits not perish but.    

939 John 3:33John 2:19
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FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• Thomas Nelson’s exclusive NKJV 

Comfort Print® typeface

• Words of Christ in red

• Full-color maps

• Single/Double ribbon marker available

• Easy-to-read 10.5-point print size

The go-anywhere New King James Version Bible, lightweight and portable, now with the enhanced readability of Thomas 
Nelson’s NKJV Comfort Print® in large print. That’s the NKJV Thinline Large Print Bible, and it’s the Bible you’ll want to 
take with you throughout your day. Featuring the popular and reliable text of the New King James Version in a variety of 
compelling cover designs, you are sure to enjoy the helpful reading plan, words of Christ in red, and full-color maps.
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Full Size (6-1/4 x 9-1/4, 1184 pages, 10.5 point type)
9780718075583 5023 $19.99 Value Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Charcoal N 1 Plain 16
9780718075651 5023AA $19.99 Value Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Turquoise N 1 Plain 16
9780718075606 5023B $19.99 Value Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Burgundy N 1 Plain 16
9780718075590 5023A $19.99 Value Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Purple N 1 Plain 16 
9780718075569 5022 $34.99 Hardcover 1-pc Slipcase Gray/Blue N 2 Plain 16
9780718075576 5022A $34.99 Hardcover 1-pc Slipcase Gray/Pink N 2 Plain 16
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sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the 
money changers doing business. 15 When He 
had made a whip of cords, He drove them 
all out of the temple, with the sheep and the 
oxen, and poured out the changers’ money 
and overturned the tables. 16And He said to 
those who sold doves, “Take these things 
away! Do not make My Father’s house a 
house of merchandise!” 17 Then His disci­
ples remembered that it was written, “Zeal 
for Your house has eaten a Me up.”b

18So the Jews answered and said to Him, 
“What sign do You show to us, since You do 
these things?”

19 Jesus answered and said to them, “De­
stroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.”

20 Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty­ 
six years to build this temple, and will You 
raise it up in three days?”

21But He was speaking of the temple of 
His body. 22 Therefore, when He had risen 
from the dead, His disciples remembered 
that He had said this to them;a and they 
believed the Scripture and the word which 
 Jesus had said.

The discerner of heArTs
23Now when He was in Jerusalem at the 

Passover, during the feast, many believed in 
His name when they saw the signs which He 
did. 24But  Jesus did not commit Himself to 
them, because He knew all men, 25and had 
no need that anyone should testify of man, 
for He knew what was in man.

The neW BirTh

3  There was a man of the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 

2 This man came to  Jesus by night and said 
to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a 
teacher come from God; for no one can do 
these signs that You do unless God is with 
him.”

3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most 
as sured ly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a 
man be born when he is old? Can he en­
ter a second time into his  mother’s womb 
and be born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most as sured ly, I say 
to you, unless one is born of water and the 

Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do 
not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wish­
es, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot 
tell where it comes from and where it goes. 
So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him, 
“How can these things be?”

10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are 
you the teacher of Israel, and do not know 
these things? 11Most as sured ly, I say to you, 
We speak what We know and testify what We 
have seen, and you do not receive Our wit­
ness. 12If I have told you earthly things and 
you do not believe, how will you believe if 
I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has as­
cended to heaven but He who came down 
from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who 
is in heaven.a 14And as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever be­
lieves in Him should not perish buta have 
eternal life. 16For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life. 17For God did not 
send His Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but that the world through Him 
might be saved.

18“He who believes in Him is not con­
demned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God. 19And this is the  condemnation, 
that the light has come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, be­
cause their deeds were evil. 20For everyone 
practicing evil hates the light and does not 
come to the light, lest his deeds should be 
exposed. 21But he who does the truth comes 
to the light, that his deeds may be clear­
ly seen, that they have been done in God.”

John The BApTisT exAlTs chrisT
22After these things  Jesus and His disci­

ples came into the land of Judea, and there 
He remained with them and baptized. 23Now 
John also was baptizing in Aenon near 
Salim, because there was much water there. 
And they came and were baptized. 24For 
John had not yet been thrown into prison.

2:17 a NU‑Text and M‑Text read will eat.  b Psalm 69:9    2:22 a NU‑Text and M‑Text omit to them.    
3:13 a NU‑Text omits who is in  heaven.    3:15 a NU‑Text omits not perish but.    
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19 Jesus answered and said to them, “De-
stroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.”

20 Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty- 
six years to build this temple, and will You 
raise it up in three days?”

21But He was speaking of the temple of 
His body. 22 Therefore, when He had risen 
from the dead, His disciples remembered 
that He had said this to them;a and they 
believed the Scripture and the word which 
 Jesus had said.

The discerner of heArTs
23Now when He was in Jerusalem at the 

Passover, during the feast, many believed 
in His name when they saw the signs which 
He did. 24But  Jesus did not commit Him-
self to them, because He knew all men, 
25and had no need that anyone should tes-
tify of man, for He knew what was in man.

The neW BirTh

3  There was a man of the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 

2 This man came to  Jesus by night and said 
to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a 
teacher come from God; for no one can 
do these signs that You do unless God is 
with him.”

3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most 
as sured ly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a 
man be born when he is old? Can he en-
ter a second time into his  mother’s womb 
and be born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most as sured ly, I say 
to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do 
not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wish-
es, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot 
tell where it comes from and where it goes. 
So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him, 
“How can these things be?”

10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are 
you the teacher of Israel, and do not know 
these things? 11Most as sured ly, I say to you, 
We speak what We know and testify what 
We have seen, and you do not receive Our 
witness. 12If I have told you earthly things 
and you do not believe, how will you be-
lieve if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one 
has ascended to heaven but He who came 

down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man 
who is in heaven.a 14And as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that 
whoever believes in Him should not per-
ish buta have eternal life. 16For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life. 17For 
God did not send His Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved.

18“He who believes in Him is not con-
demned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God. 19And this is the  condemnation, 
that the light has come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, be-
cause their deeds were evil. 20For everyone 
practicing evil hates the light and does not 
come to the light, lest his deeds should be 
exposed. 21But he who does the truth comes 
to the light, that his deeds may be clear-
ly seen, that they have been done in God.”

John The BApTisT exAlTs chrisT
22After these things  Jesus and His disci-

ples came into the land of Judea, and there 
He remained with them and baptized. 23Now 
John also was baptizing in Aenon near 
Salim, because there was much water there. 
And they came and were baptized. 24For 
John had not yet been thrown into prison.

25 Then there arose a dispute between 
some of John’s disciples and the Jews 
about purification. 26And they came to 
John and said to him, “Rabbi, He who was 
with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you 
have testified— behold, He is baptizing, 
and all are coming to Him!”

27John answered and said, “A man can 
receive nothing unless it has been given 
to him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear 
me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ 
but, ‘I have been sent before Him.’ 29He 
who has the bride is the bridegroom; but 
the friend of the bridegroom, who stands 
and hears him, rejoices greatly because of 
the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy 
of mine is fulfilled. 30He must increase, 
but I must decrease. 31He who comes from 
above is above all; he who is of the earth 
is earthly and speaks of the earth. He who 
comes from heaven is above all. 32And 
what He has seen and heard, that He tes-
tifies; and no one receives His testimony. 
33He who has received His testimony has 

2:22 a NU‑Text and M‑Text omit to them.    3:13 a NU‑Text omits who is in  heaven.    
3:15 a NU‑Text omits not perish but.    
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19 Jesus answered and said to them, “De-
stroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.”

20 Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty- 
six years to build this temple, and will You 
raise it up in three days?”

21But He was speaking of the temple of 
His body. 22 Therefore, when He had risen 
from the dead, His disciples remembered 
that He had said this to them;a and they 
believed the Scripture and the word which 
 Jesus had said.

The discerner of heArTs
23Now when He was in Jerusalem at the 

Passover, during the feast, many believed 
in His name when they saw the signs which 
He did. 24But  Jesus did not commit Him-
self to them, because He knew all men, 
25and had no need that anyone should tes-
tify of man, for He knew what was in man.

The neW BirTh

3  There was a man of the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 

2 This man came to  Jesus by night and said 
to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a 
teacher come from God; for no one can 
do these signs that You do unless God is 
with him.”

3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most 
as sured ly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a 
man be born when he is old? Can he en-
ter a second time into his  mother’s womb 
and be born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most as sured ly, I say 
to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do 
not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wish-
es, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot 
tell where it comes from and where it goes. 
So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him, 
“How can these things be?”

10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are 
you the teacher of Israel, and do not know 
these things? 11Most as sured ly, I say to you, 
We speak what We know and testify what 
We have seen, and you do not receive Our 
witness. 12If I have told you earthly things 
and you do not believe, how will you be-
lieve if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one 
has ascended to heaven but He who came 

down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man 
who is in heaven.a 14And as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that 
whoever believes in Him should not per-
ish buta have eternal life. 16For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life. 17For 
God did not send His Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved.

18“He who believes in Him is not con-
demned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God. 19And this is the  condemnation, 
that the light has come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, be-
cause their deeds were evil. 20For everyone 
practicing evil hates the light and does not 
come to the light, lest his deeds should be 
exposed. 21But he who does the truth comes 
to the light, that his deeds may be clear-
ly seen, that they have been done in God.”

John The BApTisT exAlTs chrisT
22After these things  Jesus and His disci-

ples came into the land of Judea, and there 
He remained with them and baptized. 23Now 
John also was baptizing in Aenon near 
Salim, because there was much water there. 
And they came and were baptized. 24For 
John had not yet been thrown into prison.

25 Then there arose a dispute between 
some of John’s disciples and the Jews 
about purification. 26And they came to 
John and said to him, “Rabbi, He who was 
with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you 
have testified— behold, He is baptizing, 
and all are coming to Him!”

27John answered and said, “A man can 
receive nothing unless it has been given 
to him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear 
me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ 
but, ‘I have been sent before Him.’ 29He 
who has the bride is the bridegroom; but 
the friend of the bridegroom, who stands 
and hears him, rejoices greatly because of 
the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy 
of mine is fulfilled. 30He must increase, 
but I must decrease. 31He who comes from 
above is above all; he who is of the earth 
is earthly and speaks of the earth. He who 
comes from heaven is above all. 32And 
what He has seen and heard, that He tes-
tifies; and no one receives His testimony. 
33He who has received His testimony has 

2:22 a NU‑Text and M‑Text omit to them.    3:13 a NU‑Text omits who is in  heaven.    
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939 John 3:33John 2:19

First

 

Proofs First

 

Proofs

9780718075248_int_05_mat_act_nkjvthinline_first_proofs.indd   939 6/13/17   3:45 PM

TEXT SAMPLE - 6.5 POINT

ISBN-13 STYLE PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED RIBBON EDGING CARTON Q
Full Size (4-1/4 x 6-1/2, 1120 pages, 6.5 point type)
9780785225843 6193W $24.99 Leathersoft™ Clamshell White N 1 Gold-Gilded 32

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• Complete text of the New King James 

Version

• Thomas Nelson’s exclusive NKJV 
Comfort Print® typeface

• Soft cover with foil stamping

• Stained page edges

• Dictionary-concordance

• Miracles, Parables of Jesus, and 
Prophecies of the Messiah Fulfilled  
in Christ

• Prayers of the Bible

• Reading plan

• Easy-to-read 7.5-point print size

The accuracy of the New King James Version is now available in a stylishly classic look with soft and flexible covers and 
the exclusive Thomas Nelson NKJV Comfort Print® typeface. Thomas Nelson’s NKJV Holy Bible, Soft Touch Edition offers 
premium quality at an affordable price, making it an ideal gift Bible or personal keepsake.

NKJV, HOLY BIBLE, SOFT TOUCH EDITION

 
ISBN-13 STYLE PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED RIBBON EDGING CARTON Q
Full Size (5-3/8 x 8-1/2, 768 pages, 7.5 point type)
9780785219477 4193BK $9.99 Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Black N 0 Silver Stain 24
9780785219460 4193BR $9.99 Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Brown N 0 Gold Stain 24
9780785219521 4193PK $9.99 Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Pink N 0 Silver Stain 24

ALSO AVAILABLE IN KJV PAGE 74

2  On the third day there was a wedding in Cana 
of Galilee, and the  mother of  Jesus was there. 

2Now both  Jesus and His disciples were invited to 
the wedding. 3And when they ran out of wine, the 
 mother of  Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.”

4 Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does your 
concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet 
come.”

5His  mother said to the servants, “Whatever He 
says to you, do it.”

6Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, 
according to the manner of purification of the 
Jews, containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece. 
7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the waterpots with wa­
ter.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8And He 
said to them, “Draw some out now, and take it to 
the master of the feast.” And they took it. 9 When 
the master of the feast had tasted the water that 
was made wine, and did not know where it came 
from (but the servants who had drawn the water 
knew), the master of the feast called the bride­
groom. 10And he said to him, “Every man at the 
beginning sets out the good wine, and when the 
guests have well drunk, then the inferior. You have 
kept the good wine until now!”

11 This beginning of signs  Jesus did in Cana of 
Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disci­
ples believed in Him.

12After this He went down to Capernaum, He, His 
 mother, His brothers, and His disciples; and they 
did not stay there many days.

13Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and 
 Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14And He found in 
the temple those who sold oxen and sheep and 
doves, and the money changers doing business. 
15 When He had made a whip of cords, He drove 
them all out of the temple, with the sheep and 
the oxen, and poured out the changers’ mon­
ey and overturned the tables. 16And He said to 
those who sold doves, “Take these things away! 
Do not make My Father’s house a house of mer­
chandise!” 17 Then His disciples remembered that 
it was written, “Zeal for Your house has eaten a 
Me up.”b

18So the Jews answered and said to Him, “What 
sign do You show to us, since You do these things?”

19 Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”

20 Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty­ six 
years to build this temple, and will You raise it up 
in three days?”

21But He was speaking of the temple of His body. 
22 Therefore, when He had risen from the dead, 
His disciples remembered that He had said this 
to them;a and they believed the Scripture and the 
word which  Jesus had said.

23Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, 
during the feast, many believed in His name when 
they saw the signs which He did. 24But  Jesus did 
not commit Himself to them, because He knew all 
men, 25and had no need that anyone should testify 
of man, for He knew what was in man.

3  There was a man of the Pharisees named Nico­
demus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to 

 Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know 
that You are a teacher come from God; for no one 
can do these signs that You do unless God is with 
him.”

3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most as sured­
ly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.”

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be 
born when he is old? Can he enter a second time 
into his  mother’s womb and be born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most as sured ly, I say to you, 
unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he can­
not enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born 
of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, 
‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where 
it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot 
tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him, “How 
can these things be?”

10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you the 
teacher of Israel, and do not know these things? 
11Most as sured ly, I say to you, We speak what We 
know and testify what We have seen, and you do 
not receive Our witness. 12If I have told you earthly 
things and you do not believe, how will you believe 
if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has ascend­
ed to heaven but He who came down from heav­
en, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.a 14And 
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish buta 
have eternal life. 16For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever be­
lieves in Him should not perish but have everlast­
ing life. 17For God did not send His Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved.

18“He who believes in Him is not condemned; 
but he who does not believe is condemned al­
ready, because he has not believed in the name 
of the only begotten Son of God. 19And this is the 
 condemnation, that the light has come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil. 20For everyone prac­
ticing evil hates the light and does not come to 
the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21But 
he who does the truth comes to the light, that his 
deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been 
done in God.”

22After these things  Jesus and His disciples came 
into the land of Judea, and there He remained with 
them and baptized. 23Now John also was baptizing 
in Aenon near Salim, because there was much wa­
ter there. And they came and were baptized. 24For 
John had not yet been thrown into prison.

25 Then there arose a dispute between some of 
John’s disciples and the Jews about purification. 
26And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, 
He who was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom 
you have testified— behold, He is baptizing, and all 
are coming to Him!”

27John answered and said, “A man can receive 
nothing unless it has been given to him from 
heaven. 28 You yourselves bear me witness, that I 
said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ but, ‘I have been sent 
before Him.’ 29He who has the bride is the bride­
groom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who 
stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because 
of the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of 
mine is fulfilled. 30He must increase, but I must 
decrease. 31He who comes from above is above all; 
he who is of the earth is earthly and speaks of the 
earth. He who comes from heaven is above all. 
32And what He has seen and heard, that He testi­
fies; and no one receives His testimony. 33He who 
has received His testimony has certified that God 
is true. 34For He whom God has sent speaks the 
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So is everyone who is born of the
Spirit.’’
9 Nicodemus answered and
said to Him, ‘‘How can these
things be?’’
10 Jesus answered and said to
him, ‘‘Are you the teacher of Is-
rael, and do not know these
things?
11 ‘‘Most assuredly, I say to
you, We speak what We know
and testify what We have seen,
and you do not receive Our wit-
ness.
12 ‘‘If I have told you earthly
things and you do not believe,
how will you believe if I tell you
heavenly things?
13 ‘‘No one has ascended to
heaven but He who came down
from heaven, that is, the Son of
Man who is in heaven.a

14 ‘‘And as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, even
so must the Son of Man be lifted
up,
15 ‘‘that whoever believes in
Him should not perish buta have
eternal life.
16 ‘‘For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have
everlasting life.
17 ‘‘For God did not send His
Son into the world to condemn
the world, but that the world
through Him might be saved.
18 ‘‘He who believes in Him is
not condemned; but he who
does not believe is condemned
already, because he has not be-
lieved in the name of the only
begotten Son of God.
19 ‘‘And this is the condemna-
tion, that the light has come into
the world, and men loved dark-
ness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil.
20 ‘‘For everyone practicing
evil hates the light and does not
come to the light, lest his deeds
should be exposed.
21 ‘‘But he who does the truth
comes to the light, that his deeds
may be clearly seen, that they
have been done in God.’’
22 After these things Jesus and
His disciples came into the land
of Judea, and there He remained
with them and baptized.
23 Now John also was baptiz-
ing in Aenon near Salim, be-
cause there was much water
there. And they came and were
baptized.
24 For John had not yet been
thrown into prison.
25 Then there arose a dispute
between some of John’s disci-
ples and the Jews about purifica-
tion.

26 And they came to John and
said to him, ‘‘Rabbi, He who was
with you beyond the Jordan, to
whom you have testified—be-
hold, He is baptizing, and all are
coming to Him!’’
27 John answered and said, ‘‘A
man can receive nothing unless
it has been given to him from
heaven.
28 ‘‘You yourselves bear me
witness, that I said, ‘I am not the
Christ,’ but, ‘I have been sent be-
fore Him.’
29 ‘‘He who has the bride is the
bridegroom; but the friend of the
bridegroom, who stands and
hears him, rejoices greatly be-
cause of the bridegroom’s voice.
Therefore this joy of mine is ful-
filled.
30 ‘‘He must increase, but I
must decrease.
31 ‘‘He who comes from above
is above all; he who is of the
earth is earthly and speaks of the
earth. He who comes from
heaven is above all.
32 ‘‘And what He has seen and
heard, that He testifies; and no
one receives His testimony.
33 ‘‘He who has received His
testimony has certified that God
is true.
34 ‘‘For He whom God has sent
speaks the words of God, for God
does not give the Spirit by mea-
sure.
35 ‘‘The Father loves the Son,
and has given all things into His
hand.
36 ‘‘He who believes in the Son
has everlasting life; and he who
does not believe the Son shall
not see life, but the wrath of God
abides on him.’’

Jesus in Samaria and Galilee

4Therefore, when the Lord
knew that the Pharisees had

heard that Jesus made and bap-
tized more disciples than John
2 (though Jesus Himself did
not baptize, but His disciples),
3 He left Judea and departed
again to Galilee.
4 But He needed to go through
Samaria.
5 So He came to a city of Sa-
maria which is called Sychar,
near the plot of ground that Ja-
cob gave to his son Joseph.
6 Now Jacob’s well was there.
Jesus therefore, being wearied
from His journey, sat thus by the
well. It was about the sixth hour.
7 A woman of Samaria came

3:13 aNU-Text omits who is in heaven.
3:15 aNU-Text omits not perish but.

TEXT SAMPLE - 6 POINT

ISBN-13 STYLE PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED RIBBON EDGING CARTON Q
Checkbook Size (3-1/8 x 6-3/4, 1216 Pages, 6 point type) 
9780840785404 0024S $19.99 Bonded Leather 2-piece box Black N 1 Gold-Gilded 24
9780840785428 0024SBG $19.99 Bonded Leather 2-piece box Burgundy N 1 Gold-Gilded 24

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• Translation and textual footnotes

• Words of Christ in red

• Snap-flap closure

• 6-point print size

ALSO AVAILABLE IN KJV PAGE 77

ALSO AVAILABLE IN KJV PAGE 75

ISBN-13 STYLE PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED RIBBON EDGING CARTON Q
Full Size (6-3/16 x 9-3/16, 1856 pages, 9 point type)
9780785222347 5452 $29.99 Hardcover O-Wrap Gray N 1 Plain 10
9780785222354 5452A $39.99 Hardcover 1-pc Slipcase Gray/Red N 2 Plain 10
9780785222361 5453BK $44.99 Leathersoft™ 2-piece box Black N 2 Gold-Gilded 10
9780785222378 5453BKI $54.99 Leathersoft™ 2-piece box Black Y 2 Gold-Gilded 10
9780785222385 5453BRN $44.99 Leathersoft™ 2-piece box Brown N 2 Gold-Gilded 10
9780785222392 5453BRNI $54.99 Leathersoft™ 2-piece box Brown Y 2 Gold-Gilded 10
9780785222408 5456BRN $109.99 Genuine Leather Clamshell Brown N 3 Gold-Gilded 10

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• Easy-to-navigate topical index 

displaying the connections between 
8,000 plus names, places, concepts, 
events, and doctrines

• Interactive book introductions and 
outlines provide historical context, 
themes, and verse relationships within 
Scripture

• References include both verse and 
page number so anyone can find the 
Scriptures they need

• Visual Survey of the Bible illustrating 
an easy-to-follow diagram of Scripture

• Thomas Nelson’s exclusive NKJV 
Comfort Print® typeface

• Easy-to-read 9-point print size

The Bible is a collection of 66 books written by many writers over a vast time period, and yet it’s the unified Word of 
God. The Open Bible offers clean and easy navigation through the connectivity of Scripture with a time-tested complete 
reference system trusted by millions. The Open Bible gives you even more access into the pages of God’s Word with book 
introductions and outlines that provide context from beginning to end.

NKJV, OPEN BIBLE

24 But Jesus did not commit Himself to them, 
because He a knew all men,

25 and had no need that anyone should tes-
tify of man, for a He knew what was in man.

CHAPTER 3
Christ Witnesses to Nicodemus

There was a man of the Pharisees named 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.

2 a This man came to Jesus by night and said 
to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher 
come from God; for b no one can do these signs 
that You do unless c God is with him.”

3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most as-
suredly, I say to you, a unless one is born 1 again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man 
be born when he is old? Can he enter a second 
time into his mother’s womb and be born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to 
you, a unless one is born of water and the Spirit, 
he cannot enter the kingdom of God.

6 “That which is born of the flesh is a flesh, 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

7 “Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must 
be born again.’

8 a “The wind blows where it wishes, and you 
hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it 
comes from and where it goes. So is everyone 
who is born of the Spirit.”

9 Nicodemus answered and said to Him, 
a “How can these things be?”

10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you 
the teacher of Israel, and do not know these 
things?

11 a “Most assuredly, I say to you, We speak 
what We know and testify what We have seen, 
and b you do not receive Our witness.

12 “If I have told you earthly things and you 
do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you 
heavenly things?

13 a “No one has ascended to heaven but He 
who came down from heaven, that is, the Son 
of Man 1 who is in heaven.

14 a “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so b must the Son of Man be 
lifted up,

15 “that whoever a believes in Him should 
1 not perish but b have eternal life.

16 a “For God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten b Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

17 a “For God did not send His Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved.

18 a “He who believes in Him is not con-
demned; but he who does not believe is con-
demned already, because he has not believed 
in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

19 “And this is the condemnation, a that the 
light has come into the world, and men loved 

5 His mother said to the servants, “Whatever 
He says to you, do it.”

6 Now there were set there six waterpots of 
stone, a according to the manner of purifica-
tion of the Jews, containing twenty or thirty 
gallons apiece.

7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the waterpots with 
water.” And they filled them up to the brim.

8 And He said to them, “Draw some out now, 
and take it to the master of the feast.” And they 
took it.

9 When the master of the feast had tasted 
a the water that was made wine, and did not 
know where it came from (but the servants 
who had drawn the water knew), the master 
of the feast called the bridegroom.

10 And he said to him, “Every man at the be-
ginning sets out the good wine, and when the 
guests have well drunk, then the inferior. You 
have kept the good wine until now!”

The Disciples Believe
11 This a beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana 

of Galilee, b and 1 manifested His glory; and His 
disciples believed in Him.

12 After this He went down to a Capernaum, 
He, His mother, b His brothers, and His disci-
ples; and they did not stay there many days.

Christ Cleanses the Temple
13 a Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, 

and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
14 a And He found in the temple those who 

sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the money 
changers 1 doing business.

15 When He had made a whip of cords, He 
drove them all out of the temple, with the 
sheep and the oxen, and poured out the chang-
ers’ money and overturned the tables.

16 And He said to those who sold doves, “Take 
these things away! Do not make a My Father’s 
house a house of merchandise!”

17 Then His disciples remembered that it 
was written, a “Zeal for Your house 1 has eaten 
Me up.”

18 So the Jews answered and said to Him, 
a “What sign do You show to us, since You do 
these things?”

19 Jesus answered and said to them, a “Destroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”

20 Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty- six 
years to build this temple, and will You raise 
it up in three days?”

21 But He was speaking a of the temple of His 
body.

22 Therefore, when He had risen from the 
dead, a His disciples remembered that He had 
said this 1 to them; and they believed the Scrip-
ture and the word which Jesus had said.

23 Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Pass-
over, during the feast, many believed in His 
name when they saw the a signs which He did.
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is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, 
‘You must be born again.’ 8a The wind blows 
where it wishes, and you hear the sound of 
it, but cannot tell where it comes from and 
where it goes. So is everyone who is born 
of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him, 
a “How can these things be?”

10Jesus answered and said to him, “Are 
you the teacher of Israel, and do not know 
these things? 11a Most assuredly, I say to you, 
We speak what We know and testify what We 
have seen, and b you do not receive Our wit-
ness. 12If I have told you earthly things and 
you do not believe, how will you believe if I 
tell you heavenly things? 13a No one has as-
cended to heaven but He who came down 
from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who 
is in heaven. 1 14a And as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so b must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever a be-
lieves in Him should not perish but 1 b have 
eternal life. 16a For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten b Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life. 17a For God did not 
send His Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but that the world through Him 
might be saved.

18a “He who believes in Him is not con-
demned; but he who does not believe is con-
demned already, because he has not believed 
in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 
19And this is the condemnation, a that the 
light has come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil. 20For a everyone practicing 
evil hates the light and does not come to the 
light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21But 
he who does the truth comes to the light, that 
his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have 
been a done in God.”

John the Baptist Exalts Christ
22After these things Jesus and His disci-

ples came into the land of Judea, and there 
He remained with them a and baptized. 
23Now John also was baptizing in Aenon near 
a Salim, because there was much water there. 
b And they came and were baptized. 24For 
a John had not yet been thrown into prison.

25Then there arose a dispute between 
some of John’s disciples and the Jews about 
purification. 26And they came to John and 
said to him, “Rabbi, He who was with you 

and sheep and doves, and the money chang-
ers doing business. 15When He had made a 
whip of cords, He drove them all out of the 
temple, with the sheep and the oxen, and 
poured out the changers’ money and over-
turned the tables. 16And He said to those who 
sold doves, “Take these things away! Do not 
make a My Father’s house a house of mer-
chandise!” 17Then His disciples remembered 
that it was written, a “Zeal for Your house has 
eaten 1 Me up.” 2

18So the Jews answered and said to Him, 
a “What sign do You show to us, since You do 
these things?”

19Jesus answered and said to them, a “De-
stroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.”

20Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty- 
six years to build this temple, and will You 
raise it up in three days?”

21But He was speaking a of the temple of 
His body. 22Therefore, when He had risen 
from the dead, a His disciples remembered 
that He had said this to them; 1 and they be-
lieved the Scripture and the word which 
Jesus had said.

The Discerner of Hearts
23Now when He was in Jerusalem at the 

Passover, during the feast, many believed in 
His name when they saw the a signs which He 
did. 24But Jesus did not commit Himself to 
them, because He a knew all men, 25and had 
no need that anyone should testify of man, 
for a He knew what was in man.

The New Birth

3  There was a man of the Pharisees named 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2a This 

man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, 
“Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come 
from God; for b no one can do these signs that 
You do unless c God is with him.”

3Jesus answered and said to him, “Most 
assuredly, I say to you, a unless one is born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a 
man be born when he is old? Can he enter 
a second time into his mother’s womb and 
be born?”

5Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say 
to you, a unless one is born of water and 
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom 
of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is 
a flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit 
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“Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come 
from God; for b no one can do these signs that 
You do unless c God is with him.”

3Jesus answered and said to him, “Most as-
suredly, I say to you, a unless one is born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man 
be born when he is old? Can he enter a second 
time into his mother’s womb and be born?”

5Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to 
you, a unless one is born of water and the Spir-
it, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That 
which is born of the flesh is a flesh, and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not 
marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born 
again.’ 8a The wind blows where it wishes, and 
you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where 
it comes from and where it goes. So is every-
one who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him, 
a “How can these things be?”

10Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you 
the teacher of Israel, and do not know these 
things? 11a Most assuredly, I say to you, We speak 
what We know and testify what We have seen, 
and b you do not receive Our witness. 12If I have 
told you earthly things and you do not be-
lieve, how will you believe if I tell you heaven-
ly things? 13a No one has ascended to heaven 
but He who came down from heaven, that is, 
the Son of Man who is in heaven. 1 14a And as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so b must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
15that whoever a believes in Him should not 
perish but 1 b have eternal life. 16a For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begot-
ten b Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life. 17a For God 
did not send His Son into the world to con-
demn the world, but that the world through 
Him might be saved.

18a “He who believes in Him is not con-
demned; but he who does not believe is con-
demned already, because he has not believed 
in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 
19And this is the condemnation, a that the light 
has come into the world, and men loved dark-
ness rather than light, because their deeds 

11This a beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana 
of Galilee, b and manifested His glory; and His 
disciples believed in Him.

12After this He went down to a Capernaum, 
He, His mother, b His brothers, and His disci-
ples; and they did not stay there many days.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
13a Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, 

and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14a And He 
found in the temple those who sold oxen and 
sheep and doves, and the money changers 
doing business. 15When He had made a whip 
of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, 
with the sheep and the oxen, and poured out 
the changers’ money and overturned the ta-
bles. 16And He said to those who sold doves, 
“Take these things away! Do not make a My Fa-
ther’s house a house of merchandise!” 17Then 
His disciples remembered that it was written, 
a “Zeal for Your house has eaten 1 Me up.” 2

18So the Jews answered and said to Him, 
a “What sign do You show to us, since You do 
these things?”

19Jesus answered and said to them, a “Destroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”

20Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty- six 
years to build this temple, and will You raise 
it up in three days?”

21But He was speaking a of the temple of His 
body. 22Therefore, when He had risen from 
the dead, a His disciples remembered that He 
had said this to them; 1 and they believed the 
Scripture and the word which Jesus had said.

The Discerner of Hearts
23Now when He was in Jerusalem at the 

Passover, during the feast, many believed in 
His name when they saw the a signs which He 
did. 24But Jesus did not commit Himself to 
them, because He a knew all men, 25and had 
no need that anyone should testify of man, 
for a He knew what was in man.

The New Birth

3  There was a man of the Pharisees named 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2a This 

man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, 

John 2:11 | 1022 1022 | John 3:19
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the feast, many believed in His name when they saw the a signs 
which He did. 24But Jesus did not commit Himself to them, 
because He a knew all men, 25and had no need that anyone 
should testify of man, for a He knew what was in man.

The New Birth

3 There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a 
ruler of the Jews. 2a This man came to Jesus by night and 

said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from 
God; for b no one can do these signs that You do unless c God 
is with him.”

3Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to 
you, a unless one is born 1 again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God.”

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when 
he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb 
and be born?”

5Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, a unless 
one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the king-
dom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is a flesh, and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said 
to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8a The wind blows where it 
wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it 
comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of 
the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him, a “How can these 
things be?”

10Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you the teacher of 
Israel, and do not know these things? 11a Most assuredly, I say 
to you, We speak what We know and testify what We have seen, 
and b you do not receive Our witness. 12If I have told you earthly 
things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you 
heavenly things? 13a No one has ascended to heaven but He 
who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man 1 who is 
in heaven. 14a And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder-
ness, even so b must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever 
a believes in Him should 1 not perish but b have eternal life. 16a For 
God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten b Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting 
life. 17a For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.

18a “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who 
does not believe is condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19And 
this is the condemnation, a that the light has come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because 
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3Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, 
a unless one is born 1 again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is 
old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be 
born?”

5Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, a unless one is 
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
6That which is born of the flesh is a flesh, and that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born again.’ 8a The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the 
sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. 
So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him, a “How can these things 
be?”

10Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, 
and do not know these things? 11a Most assuredly, I say to you, We 
speak what We know and testify what We have seen, and b you do 
not receive Our witness. 12If I have told you earthly things and you 
do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 
13a No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from 
heaven, that is, the Son of Man 1 who is in heaven. 14a And as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so b must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, 15that whoever a believes in Him should 1 not per-
ish but b have eternal life. 16a For God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten b Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life. 17a For God did not send His Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through 
Him might be saved.

18a “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does 
not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in 
the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19And this is the con-
demnation, a that the light has come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20For 
a everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the 
light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21But he who does the truth 
comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they 
have been a done in God.”

John the Baptist Exalts Christ
22After these things Jesus and His disciples came into the land 

of Judea, and there He remained with them a and baptized. 23Now 
John also was baptizing in Aenon near a Salim, because there was 
much water there. b And they came and were baptized. 24For a John 
had not yet been thrown into prison.

25Then there arose a dispute between some of John’s disciples 
and the Jews about purification. 26And they came to John and said 
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10 Jesus answered and said to 
him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, 
and do not know these things?
11 a Most assuredly, I say to you, 

We speak what We know and testify 
what We have seen, and b you do not 
receive Our witness.
12 If I have told you earthly 

things and you do not believe, how 
will you believe if I tell you heav-
enly things?
13 a No one has ascended to 

heaven but He who came down 
from heaven, that is, the Son of Man 
1 who is in heaven.
14 a And as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the wilderness, even so 
b must the Son of Man be lifted up,
15 that whoever a believes in 

Him should 1 not perish but b have 
eternal life.
16 a For God so loved the world 

that He gave His only begotten 
b Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have ever-
lasting life.
17 a For God did not send His 

Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world through 
Him might be saved.
18 a “He who believes in Him is not 

condemned; but he who does not be-
lieve is condemned already, because 
he has not believed in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God.
19 And this is the condemna-

tion, a that the light has come into 
the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil.
20 For a everyone practicing evil 

hates the light and does not come 
to the light, lest his deeds should be 
exposed.
21 But he who does the truth 

comes to the light, that his deeds 
may be clearly seen, that they have 
been a done in God.”

John the Baptist Exalts Christ
22 After these things Jesus and 

His disciples came into the land of 
Judea, and there He remained with 
them a and baptized.

21 But He was speaking a of the 
temple of His body.
22 Therefore, when He had risen 

from the dead, a His disciples re-
membered that He had said this 1 to 
them; and they believed the Scrip-
ture and the word which Jesus had 
said.

The Discerner of Hearts
23 Now when He was in Jerusalem 

at the Passover, during the feast, 
many believed in His name when 
they saw the a signs which He did.
24 But Jesus did not commit 

Himself to them, because He a knew 
all men,
25 and had no need that anyone 

should testify of man, for a He knew 
what was in man.

The New Birth

3  There was a man of the Phari-
sees named Nicodemus, a ruler 

of the Jews.
2 a This man came to Jesus by 

night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we 
know that You are a teacher come 
from God; for b no one can do these 
signs that You do unless c God is 
with him.”
3 Jesus answered and said to him, 

“Most assuredly, I say to you, a un-
less one is born 1 again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.”
4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How 

can a man be born when he is old? 
Can he enter a second time into his 
mother’s womb and be born?”
5 Jesus answered, “Most as-

suredly, I say to you, a unless one 
is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God.
6 That which is born of the flesh 

is a flesh, and that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit.
7 Do not marvel that I said to you, 

‘You must be born again.’
8 a The wind blows where it 

wishes, and you hear the sound of 
it, but cannot tell where it comes 
from and where it goes. So is ev-
eryone who is born of the Spirit.”
9 Nicodemus answered and said 

to Him, a “How can these things 
be?”
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than light, because their deeds 
were evil. 20For a everyone prac-
ticing evil hates the light and 
does not come to the light, lest 
his deeds should be exposed. 
21But he who does the truth 
comes to the light, that his 
deeds may be clearly seen, that 
they have been a done in God.”

John the Baptist Exalts Christ
22After these things Jesus 

and His disciples came into 
the land of Judea, and there 
He remained with them a and 
baptized. 23Now John also was 
baptizing in Aenon near a Salim, 
because there was much water 
there. b And they came and were 
baptized. 24For a John had not 
yet been thrown into prison.

25Then there arose a dispute 
between some of John’s disci-
ples and the Jews about purifi-
cation. 26And they came to John 
and said to him, “Rabbi, He who 
was with you beyond the Jordan, 
a to whom you have testified— 
behold, He is baptizing, and all 
b are coming to Him!”

27John answered and said, a “A 
man can receive nothing unless 
it has been given to him from 
heaven. 28You yourselves bear 
me witness, that I said, a ‘I am 
not the Christ,’ but, b ‘I have been 
sent before Him.’ 29a He who has 
the bride is the bridegroom; but 
b the friend of the bridegroom, 
who stands and hears him, re-
joices greatly because of the 
bridegroom’s voice. Therefore 
this joy of mine is fulfilled. 30a He 
must increase, but I must de-
crease. 31a He who comes from 

not marvel that I said to you, 
‘You must be born again.’ 8a The 
wind blows where it wishes, and 
you hear the sound of it, but 
cannot tell where it comes from 
and where it goes. So is every-
one who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and 
said to Him, a “How can these 
things be?”

10Jesus answered and said 
to him, “Are you the teacher of 
Israel, and do not know these 
things? 11a Most assuredly, I say 
to you, We speak what We know 
and testify what We have seen, 
and b you do not receive Our wit-
ness. 12If I have told you earthly 
things and you do not believe, 
how will you believe if I tell you 
heavenly things? 13a No one has 
ascended to heaven but He who 
came down from heaven, that 
is, the Son of Man 1 who is in 
heaven. 14a And as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilder-
ness, even so b must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, 15that whoev-
er a believes in Him should 1 not 
perish but b have eternal life. 
16a For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten 
b Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 17a For God did 
not send His Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but that 
the world through Him might 
be saved.

18a “He who believes in Him 
is not condemned; but he who 
does not believe is condemned 
already, because he has not be-
lieved in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God. 19And this 
is the condemnation, a that the 
light has come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather 
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28You yourselves bear me witness, 
that I said, a ‘I am not the Christ,’ but, 
b ‘I have been sent before Him.’ 29a He 
who has the bride is the bridegroom; 
but b the friend of the bridegroom, 
who stands and hears him, rejoices 
greatly because of the bridegroom’s 
voice. Therefore this joy of mine is 
fulfilled. 30a He must increase, but 
I must decrease. 31a He who comes 
from above b is above all; c he who 
is of the earth is earthly and speaks 
of the earth. d He who comes from 
heaven is above all. 32And a what He 
has seen and heard, that He testifies; 
and no one receives His testimony. 
33He who has received His testimony 
a has certified that God is true. 34a For 
He whom God has sent speaks the 
words of God, for God does not give 
the Spirit b by measure. 35a The Fa-
ther loves the Son, and has given all 
things into His hand. 36a He who be-
lieves in the Son has everlasting life; 
and he who does not believe the Son 
shall not see life, but the b wrath of 
God abides on him.”

4  Therefore, when the Lord knew 
that the Pharisees had heard that 

Jesus made and a baptized more 
disciples than John 2(though Jesus 
Himself did not baptize, but His dis-
ciples), 3He left Judea and departed 
again to Galilee. 4But He needed to 
go through Samaria.

eternal life. 16a For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten 
b Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlast-
ing life. 17a For God did not send His 
Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world through 
Him might be saved.

18a “He who believes in Him is not 
condemned; but he who does not be-
lieve is condemned already, because 
he has not believed in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God. 19And 
this is the condemnation, a that the 
light has come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds were evil. 
20For a everyone practicing evil hates 
the light and does not come to the 
light, lest his deeds should be ex-
posed. 21But he who does the truth 
comes to the light, that his deeds 
may be clearly seen, that they have 
been a done in God.”

22After these things Jesus and 
His disciples came into the land of 
Judea, and there He remained with 
them a and baptized. 23Now John also 
was baptizing in Aenon near a Salim, 
because there was much water there. 
b And they came and were baptized. 
24For a John had not yet been thrown 
into prison.

25Then there arose a dispute be-
tween some of John’s disciples and 
the Jews about purification. 26And 
they came to John and said to him, 
“Rabbi, He who was with you be-
yond the Jordan, a to whom you have 
testified— behold, He is baptizing, 
and all b are coming to Him!”

27John answered and said, a “A 
man can receive nothing unless it 
has been given to him from heaven. 
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The First Book of Moses Called

Genesis

The History of Creation

1  In the a beginning b God created the 
heavens and the earth. 2The earth 

was a without form, and void; and 
darkness was 1 on the face of the deep. 
b And the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the face of the waters.

3a Then God said, b “Let there be 
c light”; and there was light. 4And God 
saw the light, that it was good; and 
God divided the light from the dark-
ness. 5God called the light Day, and 
the a darkness He called Night. So the 
evening and the morning were the 
first day.

6Then God said, a “Let there be a fir-
mament in the midst of the waters, 
and let it divide the waters from the 
waters.” 7Thus God made the firma-
ment, a and divided the waters which 
were under the firmament from the 
waters which were b above the firma-
ment; and it was so. 8And God called 
the firmament Heaven. So the evening 
and the morning were the second day.

9Then God said, a “Let the waters un-
der the heavens be gathered together 
into one place, and b let the dry land ap-
pear”; and it was so. 10And God called 
the dry land Earth, and the gathering 
together of the waters He called Seas. 
And God saw that it was good.

11Then God said, “Let the earth 
a bring forth grass, the herb that yields 
seed, and the b fruit tree that yields 
fruit according to its kind, whose seed 
is in itself, on the earth”; and it was so. 

12And the earth brought forth grass, 
the herb that yields seed according to 
its kind, and the tree that yields fruit, 
whose seed is in itself according to its 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 
13So the evening and the morning were 
the third day.

14Then God said, “Let there be 
a lights in the firmament of the heav-
ens to divide the day from the night; 
and let them be for signs and b seasons, 
and for days and years; 15and let them 
be for lights in the firmament of the 
heavens to give light on the earth”; 
and it was so. 16Then God made two 
great lights: the a greater light to rule 
the day, and the b lesser light to rule the 
night. He made c the stars also. 17God set 
them in the firmament of the a heav-
ens to give light on the earth, 18and to 
a rule over the day and over the night, 
and to divide the light from the dark-
ness. And God saw that it was good. 
19So the evening and the morning were 
the fourth day.

20Then God said, “Let the waters 
abound with an abundance of liv-
ing creatures, and let birds fly above 
the earth across the face of the fir-
mament of the heavens.” 21So a God 
created great sea creatures and every 
living thing that moves, with which the 
waters abounded, according to their 
kind, and every winged bird accord-
ing to its kind. And God saw that it was 
good. 22And God blessed them, saying, 
a “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
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b Ps. 8:3   c Job 38:7   1:17 a Gen. 15:5   1:18 a Jer. 31:35   1:21 a Ps. 104:25– 28   1:22 a Gen. 8:17   

TEXT SAMPLE -  8.5 POINT

Mahogany

Pink Pink

Crimson

Brown

Pink

Black

Gray

Also available in

Also available in

ALSO AVAILABLE IN KJV PAGE 82

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• Thomas Nelson’s exclusive NKJV 

Comfort Print® typeface

• Verse-style layout for easy navigation

• Verse-by-verse cross-references to easily 
navigate the connections throughout 
Scripture

• Portable personal-size format, perfect 
for your everyday-carry Bible

• Durable and flexible Smyth-sewn 
binding

• Line-matched 10.5-point size print

Exploring God’s Word on the go just got easier. This edition not only includes the full text of the trustworthy New King 
James Version in an easy-to-read verse-style large print, but it is also small enough to easily carry with thousands of end-of-
verse cross references. This Bible also includes a concordance, red-letter words of Christ, a one-year reading plan, and two 
satin ribbon markers. Bibles in this line are available in a variety of color options and thumb-indexed editions.

NKJV, PERSONAL SIZE LARGE PRINT REFERENCE 
BIBLE

 
ISBN-13 STYLE PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED RIBBON EDGING CARTON Q
Personal Size (5-3/8 x 8-1/2, 1856 pages, 10.5 point type)
9780785233619 2653BK $29.99 Leathersoft™ Top-load Slipcase Black N 2 Gold-Gilded 12
9780785233671 2653BKI $39.99 Leathersoft™ Top-load Slipcase Black Y 2 Gold-Gilded 12
9780785233596 2653BR $29.99 Leathersoft™ Top-load Slipcase Brown N 2 Gold-Gilded 12
9780785233633 2653PK $29.99 Leathersoft™ Top-load Slipcase Pink N 2 Silver-Gilded 12
9780785233688 2653PKI $39.99 Leathersoft™ Top-load Slipcase Pink Y 2 Silver-Gilded 12
9780785233602 2653PR $29.99 Leathersoft™ Top-load Slipcase Purple N 2 Silver-Gilded 12

ALSO AVAILABLE IN KJV PAGE



50

NEW K ING JAMES  VERS ION

51

NEW K ING JAMES  VERS ION GIFT	BIBLESREFERENCE	BIBLES

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• Complete text of the beautiful New King 

James Version

• Designed with the exclusive Thomas 
Nelson NKJV Comfort Print® typeface

• Extensive cross-reference system

• Book introductions

• Concordance

• Full-color maps

• Easy-to-read 11.5-point print size

Don’t sacrifice portability for readability! With the NKJV Giant Print Personal Size Reference Bible, you get the full text of the 
popular New King James Version presented in a giant print size that’s now even easier to read with Thomas Nelson’s NKJV 
Comfort Print®. This portable edition also includes a extensive cross-reference system and other essential study resources, 
which makes this a Bible you’ll want with you, wherever your day takes you.

NKJV, PERSONAL SIZE GIANT PRINT REFERENCE 
BIBLE

 
ISBN-13 STYLE PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED RIBBON EDGING CARTON Q
Personal Size (5-3/8 x 8-1/2, 1568 pages, 11.5 point type)
9780785216636 8842BK $17.99 Hardcover Jacket Black N 0 Plain 12
9780785216667 8842BRG $17.99 Hardcover Jacket Burgundy N 0 Plain 12
9780785217008 8842 $29.99 Hardcover 1-pc Slipcase Tan/Gray N 2 Plain 12
9780785216698 8843BK $19.99 Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Black N 1 Gold-Gilded 12
9780785216858 8843NA $19.99 Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Navy N 1 Silver-Gilded 12
9780785216711 8843BRN $19.99 Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Brown N 1 Gold-Gilded 12
9780785216704 8843BRG $19.99 Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Burgundy N 1 Silver-Gilded 12
9780785216797 8843GY $19.99 Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Gray N 1 Silver-Gilded 12
9780785216834 8843PK $19.99 Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Pink N 1 Silver-Gilded 12
9780785216803 8843PUR $19.99 Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Purple N 1 Silver-Gilded 12
9780785216841 8843TA $19.99 Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Tan N 1 Gold-Gilded 12
9780785216865 8843DBK $29.99 Deluxe Leathersoft™ 2-piece box Black N 2 Gold-Gilded 12
9780785216872 8843DBKI $39.99 Deluxe Leathersoft™ 2-piece box Black Y 2 Gold-Gilded 12
9780785216889 8843DBRG $29.99 Deluxe Leathersoft™ 2-piece box Burgundy N 2 Gold-Gilded 12
9780785216896 8843DBRGI $39.99 Deluxe Leathersoft™ 2-piece box Burgundy Y 2 Gold-Gilded 12
9780785216902 8843CR $29.99 Deluxe Leathersoft™ 2-piece box Crimson N 2 Gold-Gilded 12
9780785216995 8843CRI $39.99 Deluxe Leathersoft™ 2-piece box Crimson Y 2 Gold-Gilded 12

Navy

Purple

Brown

Toffee Crimson

Gray

Also available in

ALSO AVAILABLE IN KJV PAGE 83
who came down from heaven, that 
is, the Son of Man who is in heaven. 1 
14a And as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so b must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoev-
er a believes in Him should not perish 
but 1 b have eternal life. 16a For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten b Son, that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have ev-
erlasting life. 17a For God did not send 
His Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but that the world through 
Him might be saved.

18a “He who believes in Him is not 
condemned; but he who does not be-
lieve is condemned already, because 
he has not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God. 19And this is 
the condemnation, a that the light has 
come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil. 20For a everyone 
practicing evil hates the light and does 
not come to the light, lest his deeds 
should be exposed. 21But he who does 
the truth comes to the light, that his 
deeds may be clearly seen, that they 
have been a done in God.”

John the Baptist Exalts Christ
22After these things Jesus and 

His disciples came into the land of 
Judea, and there He remained with 
them a and baptized. 23Now John also 
was baptizing in Aenon near a Salim, 
because there was much water there. 
b And they came and were baptized. 
24For a John had not yet been thrown 
into prison.

25Then there arose a dispute be-
tween some of John’s disciples and 
the Jews about purification. 26And 
they came to John and said to him, 
“Rabbi, He who was with you be-
yond the Jordan, a to whom you have 

did not commit Himself to them, be-
cause He a knew all men, 25and had 
no need that anyone should testify 
of man, for a He knew what was in man.

The New Birth

3  There was a man of the Phari-
sees named Nicodemus, a ruler 

of the Jews. 2a This man came to Jesus 
by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we 
know that You are a teacher come 
from God; for b no one can do these 
signs that You do unless c God is with 
him.”

3Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Most assuredly, I say to you, a unless 
one is born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.”

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can 
a man be born when he is old? Can he 
enter a second time into his mother’s 
womb and be born?”

5Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, 
I say to you, a unless one is born of wa-
ter and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. 6That which is born 
of the flesh is a flesh, and that which 
is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not 
marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born again.’ 8a The wind blows where 
it wishes, and you hear the sound of 
it, but cannot tell where it comes from 
and where it goes. So is everyone who 
is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to 
Him, a “How can these things be?”

10Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Are you the teacher of Israel, and do 
not know these things? 11a Most as-
suredly, I say to you, We speak what We 
know and testify what We have seen, 
and b you do not receive Our witness. 
12If I have told you earthly things and 
you do not believe, how will you be-
lieve if I tell you heavenly things? 13a No 
one has ascended to heaven but He 
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ran out of wine, the  mother of  Jesus said to 
Him, “They have no wine.”

4 Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does your 
concern have to do with Me? My hour has not 
yet come.”

5His  mother said to the servants, “Whatever 
He says to you, do it.”

6Now there were set there six waterpots of 
stone, according to the manner of purifica-
tion of the Jews, containing twenty or thirty 
gallons apiece. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the 
waterpots with water.” And they filled them 
up to the brim. 8And He said to them, “Draw 
some out now, and take it to the master of the 
feast.” And they took it. 9 When the master of 
the feast had tasted the water that was made 
wine, and did not know where it came from 
(but the servants who had drawn the water 
knew), the master of the feast called the bride-
groom. 10And he said to him, “Every man at the 
beginning sets out the good wine, and when 
the guests have well drunk, then the inferior. 
You have kept the good wine until now!”

11 This beginning of signs  Jesus did in Cana 
of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His 
disciples believed in Him.

12After this He went down to Capernaum, 
He, His  mother, His brothers, and His disci-
ples; and they did not stay there many days.

13Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, 
and  Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14And He 
found in the temple those who sold oxen and 
sheep and doves, and the money changers do-
ing business. 15 When He had made a whip of 
cords, He drove them all out of the temple, 
with the sheep and the oxen, and poured out 
the changers’ money and overturned the ta-
bles. 16And He said to those who sold doves, 
“Take these things away! Do not make My Fa-
ther’s house a house of merchandise!” 17 Then 
His disciples remembered that it was written, 
“Zeal for Your house has eaten a Me up.”b

18So the Jews answered and said to Him, 
“What sign do You show to us, since You do 
these things?”

19 Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”

20 Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty- six 
years to build this temple, and will You raise it 
up in three days?”

21But He was speaking of the temple of His 
body. 22 Therefore, when He had risen from 
the dead, His disciples remembered that He 
had said this to them;a and they believed the 
Scripture and the word which  Jesus had said.

23Now when He was in Jerusalem at the 
Passover, during the feast, many believed in 
His name when they saw the signs which He 
did. 24But  Jesus did not commit Himself to 
them, because He knew all men, 25and had no 
need that anyone should testify of man, for He 
knew what was in man.

3  There was a man of the Pharisees named 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This 

man came to  Jesus by night and said to Him, 

“Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come 
from God; for no one can do these signs that 
You do unless God is with him.”

3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most as-
sured ly, I say to you, unless one is born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man 
be born when he is old? Can he enter a second 
time into his  mother’s womb and be born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most as sured ly, I say to 
you, unless one is born of water and the Spir-
it, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not 
marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born 
again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and 
you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where 
it comes from and where it goes. So is every-
one who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him, 
“How can these things be?”

10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you 
the teacher of Israel, and do not know these 
things? 11Most as sured ly, I say to you, We speak 
what We know and testify what We have seen, 
and you do not receive Our witness. 12If I have 
told you earthly things and you do not believe, 
how will you believe if I tell you heavenly 
things? 13No one has ascended to heaven but 
He who came down from heaven, that is, the 
Son of Man who is in heaven.a 14And as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoev-
er believes in Him should not perish buta have 
eternal life. 16For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have ev-
erlasting life. 17For God did not send His Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but that 
the world through Him might be saved.

18“He who believes in Him is not con-
demned; but he who does not believe is con-
demned already, because he has not believed 
in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 
19And this is the  condemnation, that the light 
has come into the world, and men loved dark-
ness rather than light, because their deeds were 
evil. 20For everyone practicing evil hates the 
light and does not come to the light, lest his 
deeds should be exposed. 21But he who does the 
truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be 
clearly seen, that they have been done in God.”

22After these things  Jesus and His disciples 
came into the land of Judea, and there He re-
mained with them and baptized. 23Now John 
also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, be-
cause there was much water there. And they 
came and were baptized. 24For John had not 
yet been thrown into prison.

25 Then there arose a dispute between some 
of John’s disciples and the Jews about purifi-
cation. 26And they came to John and said to 
him, “Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the 
Jordan, to whom you have testified— behold, 
He is baptizing, and all are coming to Him!”

Jesus cleAnses The TeMple

The discerner of heArTs

The neW BirTh

John The BApTisT exAlTs chrisT

2:17 a NU‑Text and M‑Text read will eat.  b Psalm 69:9    2:22 a NU‑Text and M‑Text omit to them.    
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things? 11Most as sured ly, I say 
to you, We speak what We know 
and testify what We have seen, 
and you do not receive Our wit­
ness. 12If I have told you earthly 
things and you do not believe, 
how will you believe if I tell 
you heavenly things? 13No one 
has ascended to heaven but He 
who came down from heaven, 
that is, the Son of Man who is 
in heaven.a 14And as Moses lift­
ed up the serpent in the wilder­
ness, even so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, 15that whoever 
believes in Him should not per­
ish buta have eternal life. 16For 
God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting 
life. 17For God did not send His 
Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved.

18“He who believes in Him 
is not condemned; but he who 
does not believe is condemned 
already, because he has not be­
lieved in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God. 19And this 
is the  condemnation, that the 
light has come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rath­
er than light, because their 
deeds were evil. 20For every­
one practicing evil hates the 
light and does not come to the 
light, lest his deeds should be 
exposed. 21But he who does the 
truth comes to the light, that his 

should testify of man, for He 
knew what was in man.

3  There was a man of the 
Pharisees named Nicode­

mus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This 
man came to  Jesus by night 
and said to Him, “Rabbi, we 
know that You are a teacher 
come from God; for no one can 
do these signs that You do un­
less God is with him.”

3 Jesus answered and said to 
him, “Most as sured ly, I say to 
you, unless one is born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.”

4Nicodemus said to Him, 
“How can a man be born when 
he is old? Can he enter a second 
time into his  mother’s womb 
and be born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most as­
sured ly, I say to you, unless one 
is born of water and the Spirit, 
he cannot enter the kingdom of 
God. 6That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do 
not marvel that I said to you, 
‘You must be born again.’ 8The 
wind blows where it wishes, and 
you hear the sound of it, but 
cannot tell where it comes from 
and where it goes. So is every­
one who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and 
said to Him, “How can these 
things be?”

10 Jesus answered and said 
to him, “Are you the teacher of 
Israel, and do not know these 

3:13 a NU‑Text omits who is in  heaven.    3:15 a NU‑Text omits not 
perish but.    
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1008 they came and held Him by the feet and wor-
shiped Him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do 
not be afraid. Go and tell My brethren to go to 
Galilee, and there they will see Me.”

THE SOLDIERS ARE BRIBED
11Now while they were going, behold, some 

of the guard came into the city and reported 
to the chief priests all the things that had hap-
pened. 12When they had assembled with the 
elders and consulted together, they gave a 
large sum of money to the soldiers, 13saying, 
“Tell them, ‘His disciples came at night and 
stole Him away while we slept.’ 14And if this 
comes to the governor’s ears, we will appease 
him and make you secure.” 15So they took the 
money and did as they were instructed; and 
this saying is commonly reported among the 
Jews until this day.

THE GREAT COMMISSION
16Then the eleven disciples went away into 

Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had ap-
pointed for them. 17When they saw Him, they 
worshiped Him; but some doubted.

18And Jesus came and spoke to them, say-
ing, “All authority has been given to Me in 
heaven and on earth. 19Go therefore* and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to ob-
serve all things that I have commanded you; 
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end 
of the age.” Amen.*

who himself had also become a disciple of 
 Jesus. 58This man went to Pilate and asked for 
the body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the 
body to be given to him. 59When Joseph had 
taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen 
cloth, 60and laid it in his new tomb which he 
had hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a large 
stone against the door of the tomb, and depart-
ed. 61And Mary Magdalene was there, and the 
other Mary, sitting opposite the tomb.

PILATE SETS A GUARD
62On the next day, which followed the Day 

of Preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees 
gathered together to Pilate, 63saying, “Sir, we 
remember, while He was still alive, how that 
deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise.’ 
64Therefore command that the tomb be made 
secure until the third day, lest His disciples 
come by night* and steal Him away, and say 
to the people, ‘He has risen from the dead.’ So 
the last deception will be worse than the first.”

65Pilate said to them, “You have a guard; go 
your way, make it as secure as you know how.” 
66So they went and made the tomb secure, 
sealing the stone and setting the guard.

HE IS RISEN

28 Now after the Sabbath, as the first 
day of the week began to dawn, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary came 

to see the tomb. 2And behold, there was a great 
earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended 
from heaven, and came and rolled back the 
stone from the door,* and sat on it. 3His coun-
tenance was like lightning, and his clothing as 
white as snow. 4And the guards shook for fear 
of him, and became like dead men.

5But the angel answered and said to the 
women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you 
seek Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; 
for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place 
where the Lord lay. 7And go quickly and tell His 
disciples that He is risen from the dead, and in-
deed He is going before you into Galilee; there 
you will see Him. Behold, I have told you.”

8So they went out quickly from the tomb 
with fear and great joy, and ran to bring His 
disciples word.

THE WOMEN WORSHIP THE 
RISEN LORD

9And as they went to tell His disciples,* 
behold, Jesus met them, saying, “Rejoice!” So 

MATTHEW 28:20
I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age.
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must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish 
buta have eternal life� 16For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life� 17For 
God did not send His Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved�

 eternaL Life
 How do we gain eternal life?
 John 3:15, 16

18“He who believes in Him is not con-
demned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begot-
ten Son of God� 19And this is the condem-
nation, that the light has come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds were evil� 
20For everyone practicing evil hates the 
light and does not come to the light, lest 
his deeds should be exposed� 21But he who 
does the truth comes to the light, that his 
deeds may be clearly seen, that they have 
been done in God�”

John The BapTisT exalTs 
chrisT
22After these things Jesus and His disciples 
came into the land of Judea, and there He 
remained with them and baptized� 23Now 
John also was baptizing in Aenon near Sa-
lim, because there was much water there� 
And they came and were baptized� 24For 
John had not yet been thrown into prison�

25Then there arose a dispute between 
some of John’s disciples and the Jews about 
purification� 26And they came to John and 
said to him, “Rabbi, He who was with you 
beyond the Jordan, to whom you have 
testified— behold, He is baptizing, and all 
are coming to Him!”

27John answered and said, “A man can 
receive nothing unless it has been given 
to him from heaven� 28You yourselves 
bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not 

from the dead, His disciples remembered 
that He had said this to them;a and they 
believed the Scripture and the word which 
Jesus had said�

The discerner oF hearTs
23Now when He was in Jerusalem at the 
Passover, during the feast, many believed 
in His name when they saw the signs which 
He did� 24But Jesus did not commit Himself 
to them, because He knew all men, 25and 
had no need that anyone should testify of 
man, for He knew what was in man�

The neW BirTh

3 There was a man of the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews� 2This man came to Jesus by 

night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know 
that You are a teacher come from God; for 
no one can do these signs that You do un-
less God is with him�”

3Jesus answered and said to him, “Most 
assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God�”

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a 
man be born when he is old? Can he enter 
a second time into his mother’s womb and 
be born?”

5Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say 
to you, unless one is born of water and 
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom 
of God� 6That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit 
is spirit� 7Do not marvel that I said to you, 
‘You must be born again�’ 8The wind blows 
where it wishes, and you hear the sound of 
it, but cannot tell where it comes from and 
where it goes� So is everyone who is born 
of the Spirit�”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him, 
“How can these things be?”

10Jesus answered and said to him, “Are 
you the teacher of Israel, and do not know 
these things? 11Most assuredly, I say to you, 
We speak what We know and testify what 
We have seen, and you do not receive Our 
witness� 12If I have told you earthly things 
and you do not believe, how will you be-
lieve if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one 
has ascended to heaven but He who came 
down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man 
who is in heaven�a 14And as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
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25 Then there arose a question between 
some of John’s disciples and the Jews 
about purifying.

26 And they came unto John, and said 
unto him, Rabbi, he that was with thee be­
yond Jordan, a to whom thou barest wit­
ness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all 
men b come to him.

27 John answered and said, a A man can 
receive nothing, except it be given him 
from heaven.

28 Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I 
said, a I am not the Christ, but b that I am 
sent before him.

29 a He that hath the bride is the bride­
groom: but b the friend of the bride­
groom, which standeth and heareth him, 
rejoiceth greatly because of the bride­
groom’s voice: this my joy therefore is ful­
filled.

30 a He must increase, but I must de­
crease.

31 a He that cometh from above b is above 
all: c he that is of the earth is earthly, and 
speaketh of the earth: d he that cometh 
from heaven is above all.

32 And a what he hath seen and heard, 
that he 1 testifieth; and no man receiveth 
his testimony.

33 He that hath received his testimony 
a hath 1 set to his seal that God is true.

34 a For he whom God hath sent speaketh 
the words of God: for God giveth not the 
Spirit b by measure unto him.

15 That whosoever a believeth in him 
should not perish, but b have eternal life.

16 a For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten b Son, that whoso­
ever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.

17 a For God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world; but that the 
world through him might be saved.

18 a He that believeth on him is not con­
demned: but he that believeth not is con­
demned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God.

19 And this is the condemnation, a that 
1  light is come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil.

20 For a every one that 1 doeth evil hateth 
the light, neither cometh to the light, lest 
his deeds should be 2 reproved.

21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the 
light, that his deeds may be made mani­
fest, that they are a wrought in God.

John’s Testimony About Jesus
22 After these things came Jesus and his 

disciples into the land of Judaea; and there 
he 1 tarried with them, a and baptized.

23 And John also was baptizing in Aenon 
near to a Salim, because there was much 
water there: b and they came, and were 
baptized.

24 For a John was not yet cast into prison.

3:15 a John 6:47  b John 3:36  3:16 a Rom. 5:8  b [Is. 9:6]  3:17 a Luke 9:56  3:18 a John 5:24; 6:40, 47; 20:31  3:19 a [John 1:4, 
9– 11]  1 Lit. the light  3:20 a Eph. 5:11, 13  1 practises  2 exposed  3:21 a 1 Cor. 15:10  3:22 a John 4:1, 2  1 remained  3:23 a 1 Sam. 9:4  
b Matt. 3:5, 6  3:24 a Matt. 4:12; 14:3  3:26 a John 1:7, 15, 27, 34  b Mark 2:2; 3:10; 5:24  3:27 a 1 Cor. 3:5, 6; 4:7  3:28 a John 1:19– 27  

b Mal. 3:1  3:29 a [2 Cor. 11:2]  b Song 5:1  3:30 a [Is. 9:7]  3:31 a John 3:13; 8:23  b Matt. 28:18  c 1 Cor. 15:47  d John 6:33  
3:32 a John 3:11; 15:15  1 bears witness  3:33 a 1 John 5:10  1 certified  3:34 a John 7:16  b John 1:16  

LIFE LESSONS 

 i 3:16 — What does it mean to believe in Jesus? 
Does it mean that intellectually you agree with 
the fact that He was born in Bethlehem of a virgin 
and that He is a great teacher? Yes, but there’s 
even more to it than that. To have faith in Jesus 
Christ means to believe that He is God (John 1:1; 
10:30; 14:9) and that He saves you by His crucifix-
ion (Eph. 2:8, 9; 2 Tim. 1:9; Titus 3:5). If you con-
tinue to believe that you can somehow earn your 
salvation, you have never been truly born again. 
However, when you truly place your faith in Him, 
you receive His gift of eternal life (John 6:40; 17:3).

 i 3:17, 18 — While Jesus says that all judgment 
has been committed to Him (John 5:22), He as-
sures us that He did not come to earth to judge 
us but to save us. What that means is that we are 
already forgiven. When we place our faith in 
Jesus, we are accepting that He has already fully 
and successfully taken our punishment upon 
Himself. But those who reject Jesus as Savior also 
reject His provision and must bear the full penalty 
of their sins (Mark 16:16; John 5:24; 2 Thess. 1:8, 
9; Heb. 2:2, 3).

1650JOHN 3:15
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1359 MATTHEW 4:17

2 And when he had fasted forty days and
forty nights, he was afterward a hungred.

3 And when the tempter came to him, he
said, If thou be the Son of God, command that
these stones be made bread.

4 But he answered and said, It is written,
a Man shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of God.

5 Then the devil taketh him up a into the
holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the
temple,

6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of
God, cast thyself down: for it is written, aHe
shall give his angels charge concerning thee:
and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest
at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.

7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again,
aThou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.

8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an
exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him
all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of
them;

9 And saith unto him, All these things will
I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship
me.

10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee

hence, Satan: for it is written, a Thou shalt
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt
thou serve.

11 Then the devil leaveth him, and behold,
aangels came and ministered unto him.

The beginning of Jesus’ ministry
12 ¶ aNow when Jesus had heard that John

was 1cast into prison, he departed into Gali-
lee;

13 And leaving Nazareth, he came and
dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea
coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Neph-
thalim:

14 That it might be fulfilled which was spo-
ken by Esaias the prophet, saying,

15 aThe land of Zabulon, and the land of
Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond Jor-
dan, Galilee of the Gentiles;

16 aThe people which sat in darkness saw
great light; and to them which sat in the re-
gion and shadow of death light is sprung up.

Jesus calls four disciples
17 ¶ a From that time Jesus began to

preach, and to say, bRepent: for the kingdom
of heaven is at hand.

4:4 a Deut. 8:3
4:5 a Neh. 11:1;
Is. 48:2; 52:1;
ch. 27:53; Rev.
11:2
4:6 a Ps.
91:11,12
4:7 a Deut. 6:16

4:10 a Deut.
6:13; 10:20;
Josh. 24:14;
1 Sam. 7:3
4:11 a Heb. 1:14
4:12 1 Or,
delivered up
a Mark 1:14;
Luke 3:20;
4:14,31; John
4:43
4:15 a Is. 9:1,2
4:16 a Is. 42:7;
Luke 2:32
4:17 a Mark 1:14
b ch. 3:2; 10:7

everyone has at his or her disposal: the sword of the Spirit,
which is the Word of God (Eph 6:17). He met all three tempta-
tions with Scriptural truth (vv. 4,7,10) from Deuteronomy. Jesus
was able to withstand temptation because he knew and relied
upon God’s Word.
‡4:1 led up of the Spirit . . . to be tempted. This testing of Jesus
(the Greek verb translated “tempted” can also be rendered “test-
ed”), which was divinely intended, has as its primary back-
ground Deut 8:1–5, from which Jesus also quotes in His first re-
ply to the devil (see v. 4 and cross reference).There Moses recalls
how the Lord led the Israelites in the wilderness 40 years “to
humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine
heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no.”
Here at the beginning of His ministry Jesus is subjected to a
similar test and shows himself to be the true Israelite who lives
“by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord.”
And whereas Adam failed the great test and plunged the whole
race into sin (Gen 3), Jesus was faithful and thus demonstrated
His qualification to become the Savior of all who receive Him.
It was, moreover, important that Jesus be tested/tempted as Is-
rael and we are, so that He could become our “merciful and
faithful high priest” (Heb 2:17) and thus be “able to succour
them that are tempted” (Heb 2:18; see Heb 4:15–16). Finally, as
the one who remained faithful in temptation He became the
model for all believers when they are tempted. tempted of the
devil. God surely tests His people, but it is the devil who tempts
to evil (see note on Gen 22:1; see also 1 John 3:8; Rev 2:9–10
and notes; Rev 12:9–10). Like the Hebrew for “Satan,” the Greek
for “devil” means “accuser” or “slanderer.” The devil is a person-
al being, not a mere force or influence. He is the great archen-
emy of God and the leader of the hosts of darkness.
4:2 forty days and forty nights. The number recalls the experi-
ences of Moses (Ex 24:18; 34:28) and Elijah (1 Ki 19:8), as well
as the 40 years of Israel’s temptation (testing) in the wilderness
(Deut 8:2–3).
4:3 If thou be the Son of God. Meaning “Since You are.”The dev-
il is not casting doubt on Jesus’ divine sonship, but is tempting
Him to use His supernatural powers as the Son of God for His
own ends.

4:4 Just as God gave the Israelites manna in a supernatural
way (Deut 8:3), so also man must rely on God for spiritual feed-
ing. Jesus relied on His Father, not His own miracle power, for
provision of food.
‡4:5 See note on Luke 4:2. pinnacle of the temple. See note
on Luke 4:9. temple. The temple, including the entire temple
area, had been rebuilt by Herod the Great (see note on 2:1; see
also John 2:20). The courtyard had been greatly enlarged, to
about 330 by 500 yards.To accomplish this a huge platform had
been erected to compensate for the sharp falling off of the land
to the southeast. An enormous retaining wall made of massive
stones was built to support the platform. Today the drop from
the pinnacle area is large. It was even more pronounced in Jesus’
day. On the platform stood the temple building, porches and
courtyards flanked by beautiful colonnades.
4:10 Satan. See note on v. 1.
4:12 See map No. 9 at the end of the study Bible. John was
cast into prison. See Mark 1:14 and note on Luke 3:20. The rea-
son for John’s imprisonment is given in 14:3–4.
‡4:13 Capernaum. Although not mentioned in the OT, it was
evidently a sizable town in Jesus’ day. Peter’s house there be-
came Jesus’ base of operations during His extended ministry in
Galilee (see Mark 2:1; 9:33). A fifth-century basilica now stands
over the supposed site of Peter’s house, and a fourth-century
synagogue is located just several hundred feet from it.
4:15–16 Another Messianic prophecy from Isaiah. Jesus spent
most of His public ministry “in the land of Zabulon and Neph-
talim” (v. 13), which is north and west of the sea of Galilee.
‡4:17 From that time. These words indicate an important
turning point in the life of Jesus and occur three times in Mat-
thew’s Gospel (see also 16:21; 26:16). Some think these words
mark the three main sections of the book. Repent. Jesus be-
gan His public ministry with the same message as that of John
the Baptist (3:2). The people must repent because God’s reign
was drawing near in the person and ministry of Jesus Christ.
Repentance is more than a change of mind or feeling sorry for
one’s sins. It is a radical and deliberate change that affects one’s
intellect, emotions and will. kingdom of heaven. See note on
3:2.
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John 3:23  1141

said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou 
art a teacher come from God: for bno man 
can do these miracles that thou doest, ex­
cept cGod be with him.
3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Ver­
ily, verily, I say unto thee, dExcept a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.
4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a 
man be born when he is old? can he enter 
the second time into his mother’s womb, 
and be born?
5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, eExcept a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God.
6 That which is born of the flesh is fflesh; 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye 
must be born again.
8 g The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not 
tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: 
so is every one that is born of the Spirit.
9 Nicodemus answered and said unto 
him, hHow can these things be?
10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art 
thou a master of Israel, and knowest not 
these things?
11 i Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak 
that we do know, and testify that we have 
seen; and j ye receive not our witness.

God So Loved the World
12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye 
believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you 
of heavenly things?

13 And kno man hath ascended up to heav­
en, but he that came down from heaven, 
even the Son of man which is in heaven.
14 lAnd as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, even so mmust the Son of 
man be lifted up:
15 That whosoever nbelieveth in him 
should not perish, but ohave eternal life.
16 pFor God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten qSon, that whoso­
ever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.
17 r For God sent not his Son into the world 
to condemn the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved.
18 sHe that believeth on him is not con­
demned: but he that believeth not is con­
demned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God.
19 And this is the condemnation, t that 
light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil.
20 For uevery one that doeth evil hateth the 
light, neither cometh to the light, lest his 
deeds should be reproved.
21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the 
light, that his deeds may be made manifest, 
that they are vwrought in God.

John’s Testimony About Jesus
22 After these things came Jesus and his 
disciples into the land of Judaea; and there 
he tarried with them, wand baptized.
23 And John also was baptizing in Aenon 
near to xSalim, because there was much 

3:3 Except a man be born again. Jesus was explain-
ing to Nicodemus that there is more to having a right 
relationship with God than being physically born a 
Jew. The new birth is not physical; rather, it is spiritual 
(v. 6). It must come by the Spirit of God if it is a spiri-
tual birth (v. 5).
3:5 born of water and of the Spirit. There are several 
interpretations of this phrase. (1) Jesus was referring 
to water baptism (Acts 10:43 – 47). (2) Water is to be 
understood as a symbol for the Holy Spirit. (3) Water 
is to be understood as a symbol of the Word of God. 
(4) Jesus used the phrase “born of water” to refer to 
physical birth. He then used the contrasting phrase 
“of the Spirit” to refer to spiritual birth. (5) Jesus used 
the phrase “born of water” to refer to John the Bap-
tist’s baptism. (6) Jesus used the Old Testament imag-
ery of “water” and “wind” to refer to the work of God 
from above (Is. 44:3 – 5).
3:8 The wind. Jesus used the wind as an illustration 
of the work of the Holy Spirit. The Greek word trans-
lated Spirit also means “wind.” As the wind seemingly 
blows where it wills, so the Holy Spirit sovereignly 
works. Likewise, no one knows the origin or destina-
tion of the wind, but everyone knows it is there. The 
same is true of the Holy Spirit.
3:12 heavenly things. This refers to events like 
Christ’s ascension (6:61 – 62) and the coming of the 
Holy Spirit (16:7).
3:14 lifted up. Every time these words occur in the 
Gospel of John, there is a reference to Jesus’ death 

(8:28; 12:32,34). as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness. Those who looked at it lived (Num. 21:9). 
So it is with the Son of Man (1:51).
3:16 Belief — Belief involves understanding, know-
ing, living, and being committed to a relationship 
with God. How one does all that is so different from 
not doing it, it is like being born again to a new life. 
Nicodemus had a little knowledge. What Nicodemus 
failed to understand was the nature of spiritual real-
ity. He was earthbound and didn’t understand that 
Jesus and belief are God things. He could not get 
from where he was to where Jesus was on the road of 
his understanding. He needed to accept a new road, 
namely the one Jesus was walking, toward Him. Jesus 
draws us to that light, His light. We have to respond 
to it as Nicodemus did over time (7:50; 19:39). Belief 
involves internalizing these truths with our whole 
hearts and minds, being born again, letting all of our-
selves be exposed to, and by, that light.
3:20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light. 
People offer many excuses for not accepting Christ. 

3:2 b John 9:16, 33 c [Acts 10:38]  3:3 d [1 Pet. 1:23]  
3:5 e [Acts 2:38]  3:6 f 1 Cor. 15:50  3:8 g Eccl. 11:5  
3:9 h John 6:52, 60  3:11 i [Matt. 11:27] j John 3:32; 
8:14  3:13 k Eph. 4:9  3:14 l Num. 21:9 m John 8:28; 
12:34; 19:18  3:15 n John 6:47 o John 3:36  3:16 p Rom. 
5:8 q [Is. 9:6]  3:17 r Luke 9:56  3:18 s John 5:24; 6:40, 
47; 20:31  3:19 t [John 1:4, 9–11]  3:20 u Eph. 5:11, 13  
3:21 v 1 Cor. 15:10  3:22 w John 4:1, 2  3:23 x 1 Sam. 9:4 
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TEXT SAMPLE - 8 POINT

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must 
be born again.
8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst 
not tell whence it cometh, and whither it  
goeth: so is every one that is born of the 
Spirit.
9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, 
How can these things be?
10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art 
thou a master of Israel, and knowest not 
these things?
11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak 
that we do know, and testify that we have 
seen; and ye receive not our witness.

God So Loved the World
12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye 
believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you 
of heavenly things?
13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, 
but he that came down from heaven, even the 
Son of man which is in heaven.
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 
lifted up:
15 That whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have eternal life.
16 For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believ­
eth in him should not perish, but have ever­
lasting life.
17 For God sent not his Son into the world 
to condemn the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved.
18 He that believeth on him is not 
condemned: but he that believeth not is 
condemned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God.
19 And this is the condemnation, that light 
is come into the world, and men loved dark­
ness rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil.

the will. It is not love based on the goodness of 
the beloved, or upon natural affinity or emo­
tion. Rather this is benevolent love that always 
seeks the good of the beloved. This type of love 
is exclusive to the Christian community because 
it f lows directly from God’s love: “Beloved, let us 
love one another: for love is of God; and everyone 
that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He 
that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love” 
(1 John 4:7, 8).

3:16 world  see 1 John 5:19.

3:16 only begotten
(Gr. monogenēs) (John 1:14; 3:18; Heb. 11:17; 
1 John 4:9) G3439: The Greek word for only 
begotten suggests a one and only son or child. For 
example, Jesus healed or raised the only son of the 
widow of Nain (Luke 7:12), the only daughter of 
Jairus (Luke 8:42), and a man’s only son, who had 
a demon (Luke 9:38). Yet the word does not neces­
sarily have to convey the idea of a birth. For exam­
ple, Isaac is called Abraham’s “only begotten” in 
Hebrews 11:17 and in the Septuagint, the Greek 
Old Testament (see Gen. 22:2, 12, 16), when actu­
ally Abraham had two sons: Ishmael and Isaac. 
The Son of God is the Father’s one and only, His 
unique Son. Although the Father has begotten 
many children through the new birth (John 1:12, 
13), none of these are exactly like Jesus Christ, the 
unique Son of God. His Sonship is from eternity. 
As the unique Son of God, He has a special glory 
and an unrivaled place of honor.

3:16 believe  see Acts 10:43.
3:16 everlasting  see Matt. 25:46.
3:17 condemn  see Matt. 7:1.
3:18 only begotten  see John 3:16.

3:19 condemnation
(Gr. krisis) (John 12:31; 2 Thess. 1:5; 2 Pet. 2:9; Rev. 
18:10) G2920: The Greek word krisis can mean 
court, judgment, or condemnation (Matt. 5:21, 
22) and is used to name the decisions of courts 
both in terms of verdicts and punishments. It is 
extended to apply to judgments made by persons 
outside formal legal contexts (John 7:24). Often in 
the New Testament, however, it refers to activities 
by God or the Messiah, especially on the Day of 
Judgment (2 Pet. 2:9). It can name the result of 
the process of judging (2 Thess. 1:5), as well as 
the condemnation of guilt (John 12:31) and pun­
ishment imposed (Rev. 18:10). Here in John 3:19 it 
describes the basis or reasons for the condemna­
tion issued. The word can also mean those things 
required by justice or righteousness (Luke 11:42).

3:7 again  see John 19:11.
3:14 lift up  see John 8:28.

3:16 love
(Gr. agapaō) (Matt. 5:44; Luke 10:27; John 
13:34; Eph. 2:4) G0025: God’s love is described 
by  agapaō, which means unconditional love, 
preferential love that is chosen and acted out by 
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3:5 a Mark 16:16; 
[Acts 2:38]

3:6 a John 1:13; 
1 Cor. 15:50

3:8 a Ps. 135:7; 
Eccl. 11:5; Ezek. 
37:9; 1 Cor. 2:11
1 wishes

3:9 a John 6:52, 
60

3:10 1 teacher
3:11 a [Matt. 
11:27]
b John 3:32; 8:14
1 what

3:13 a Deut. 
30:12; Prov. 
30:4; Acts 2:34; 
Rom. 10:6; 
1 Cor. 15:47; 
Eph. 4:9

3:14 a Num. 21:9
b Matt. 27:35; 
Mark 15:24; 
Luke 23:33; 
John 8:28; 
12:34; 19:18

3:15 a John 6:47
b John 3:36

3:16 a Rom. 
5:8; Eph. 2:4; 
2 Thess. 2:16; 
[1 John 4:9, 10; 
Rev. 1:5]
b [Is. 9:6]

3:17 a Matt. 
1:21; Luke 9:56; 
1 John 4:14

3:18 a John 5:24; 
6:40, 47; 20:31; 
Rom. 8:1

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee, aExcept a man be 
born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God.

6 That which is born of the flesh 
is aflesh; and that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit.

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, 
Ye must be born again.

8 aThe wind bloweth where it 
1listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but canst not tell whence 
it cometh, and whither it goeth: so 
is every one that is born of the 
Spirit.

9 Nic o de mus answered and said 
unto him, aHow can these things be?

10 Jesus answered and said unto 
him, Art thou a 1master of Israel, and 
knowest not these things?

11 aVerily, verily, I say unto thee, 
We speak 1that we do know, and tes­
tify 1that we have seen; and bye re­
ceive not our witness.

God So Loved the World
12 If I have told you earthly things, 

and ye believe not, how shall ye be­
lieve, if I tell you of  heavenly things?

13 And ano man hath ascended 
up to heaven, but he that came 
down from heaven, even the Son of 
man which is in heaven.

14 aAnd as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so 
bmust the Son of man be lifted up:

15 That whosoever abelieveth in 
him should not perish, but bhave 
eternal life.

16 aFor God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten bSon, 
that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlast­
ing life.

17 aFor God sent not his Son into 
the world to condemn the world; but 
that the world through him might be 
saved.

18 aHe that believeth on him is 
not condemned: but he that believ­
eth not is condemned already, 

J O H N  3 : 1 8

Only John uses this expression in the Gospels. This 
concept of the New Birth includes these implications: 
(1) It undercuts Jewish dependence on being sons of 
Abraham (cf. 8:39). (2) It reveals that there must be a 
work of God “from above,” since the Jews considered 
children (new births) to be God’s blessing. (3) It teach­
es the necessity of a new beginning.

3:5. Born of water implies natural, physical 
birth, since Spirit refers to supernatural spiritual 
birth.

3:13. Son of man was a messianic title. See Daniel 
7:13 for the Old Testament source.

3:14. Serpent: Nicodemus was a follower of Moses. 
Numbers 21 tells of the Jewish murmuring, the fiery 
serpents, the brass serpent, and the healing of the 
people who looked in faith (cf. 2 Cor. 5:21, showing 
that Jesus was made “sin for us”). 

3:18. This verse answers the question, “Why do 
people go to hell?” It is because they do not believe 
in Jesus.

3:1 Nicodemus was the ruler of the Jews who secretly came to Jesus during the night. He was a 
Pharisee and a teacher (v. 10), who like Joseph of Arimathea (another secret disciple) was a 
member of the Sanhedrin. Nicodemus is mentioned three times in the New Testament, all in 
John’s gospel. In these three passages, John seems to focus on the progression in his spiritual 

life. In chapter 3 he comes to Jesus without any change evident in his life. In John 7:50 a change is ob-
servable in that he defends Jesus against the charges of the Sanhedrin. At the Crucifixion both Nicode-
mus and Joseph boldly and publicly stand as disciples of Jesus (19:38, 39). (Primary Reference, John 3.)

LOVE OF GOD  
3:16. Love is both an attribute of God and a description of His being. He alone is the epitome of 
divine love and the source of all true love. His love is unconditional and consistently seeks the 
highest good of the one who is loved. Illustration: God’s love was clearly demonstrated at Calva-

ry when Jesus died for all our sins (1 John 3:1). Application: Because God first loved us, we ought to love 
others as well (1 John 4:11). (First Reference, Gen. 2:16, 17; Primary Reference, John 3:16; cf. James 1:17.) 

ONLY BEGOTTEN  
3:16. The Greek word monogenēs is used by John to convey only the unique relationship between 
God the Father and Jesus as the Son of the Father. It serves to distinguish Christ as the only Son 
of God, in contrast with the many children of God. The uniqueness of this relationship is further 

emphasized by the fact that we become the children of God whereas Jesus always was the Son of God. 
Illustration: Though unique in His relationship to God, Jesus is described by Paul as the firstborn among 
many brethren. Application: Christians’ relationship to God may not be the same as that of Christ to the 
Father, but Christians can call God their Father. As children of God we should always seek to be as obedi-
ent as the only begotten Son of God. (First Reference, Ps. 2:7; Primary Reference, John 3:16.)
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9 Nicodemus answered and said unto 
him, a How can these things be?

10 Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Art thou a 1 master of Israel, and knowest 
not these things?

11 a Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We 
speak 1 that we do know, and testify 1 that 
we have seen; and b ye receive not our wit­
ness.

God So Loved the World
12 If I have told you earthly things, and 

ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell 
you of heavenly things?

13 And a no man hath ascended up to 
heaven, but he that came down from 
heaven, even the Son of man which is in 
heaven.

14 a And as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so b must the Son 
of man be lifted up:

15 That whosoever a believeth in him 
should not perish, but b have eternal life.

16 a For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten b Son, that whoso­
ever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.

17 a For God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world; but that the 
world through him might be saved.

18 a He that believeth on him is not con­
demned: but he that believeth not is con­
demned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begot­
ten Son of God.

19 And this is the condemnation, a that 
1 light is come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil.

20 For a every one that 1 doeth evil hateth 
the light, neither cometh to the light, lest 
his deeds should be 2 reproved.

21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the 

22 When therefore he was risen from 
the dead, a his disciples remembered that 
he had said this unto them; and they be­
lieved the scripture, and the word which 
Jesus had said.

23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 
passover, in the feast day, many believed 
in his name, when they saw a the 1 miracles 
which he did.

24 But Jesus did not commit himself 
unto them, because he a knew all men,

25 And needed not that any should tes­
tify of man: for a he knew what was in man.

Nicodemus Questions Jesus

3 There was a man of the Pharisees, 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:

2 a The same came to Jesus by night, and 
said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou 
art a teacher come from God: for b no man 
can do these 1 miracles that thou doest, ex­
cept c God be with him.

3 Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, a Except a 
man be born 1 again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.

4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a 
man be born when he is old? can he enter 
the second time into his mother’s womb, 
and be born?

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, a Except a man be born of wa­
ter and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God.

6 That which is born of the flesh is a flesh; 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye 
must be born again.

8 a The wind bloweth where it 1 listeth, 
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but 
canst not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth: so is every one that is 
born of the Spirit.

2:22 a Luke 24:8; John 2:17; 12:16; 14:26    2:23 a [John 5:36; Acts 2:22]  1 signs    2:24 a Matt. 9:4; John 16:30; Rev. 2:23    
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16 For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.
17 For God sent not his Son into the world 
to condemn the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved.
18 He that believeth on him is not con-
demned: but he that believeth not is con-
demned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God.
19 And this is the condemnation, that light 
is come into the world, and men loved dark-
ness rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil.
20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the 
light, neither cometh to the light, lest his 
deeds should be reproved.
21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the 
light, that his deeds may be made manifest, 
that they are wrought in God.

JOHN’S TESTIMONY ABOUT JESUS
22 After these things came Jesus and his 
disciples into the land of Judaea; and there 
he tarried with them, and baptized.
23 And John also was baptizing in Aenon 
near to Salim, because there was much 
water there: and they came, and were bap-
tized.
24 For John was not yet cast into prison.
25 Then there arose a question between 
some of John’s disciples and the Jews about 
purifying.
26 And they came unto John, and said unto 
him, Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond 
Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, be-
hold, the same baptizeth, and all men come 
to him.
27 John answered and said, A man can re-
ceive nothing, except it be given him from 
heaven.
28 Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I 
said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent 
before him.
29 He that hath the bride is the bride-
groom: but the friend of the bridegroom, 
which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth 
greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice: 
this my joy therefore is fulfilled.
30 He must increase, but I must decrease.
31 He that cometh from above is above 
all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and 
speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from 
heaven is above all.
32 And what he hath seen and heard, that 
he testifieth; and no man receiveth his tes-
timony.
33 He that hath received his testimony hath 
set to his seal that God is true.
34 For he whom God hath sent speaketh 
the words of God: for God giveth not the 
Spirit by measure unto him.
35 The Father loveth the Son, and hath 
given all things into his hand.

was this temple in building, and wilt thou 
rear it up in three days?
21 But he spake of the temple of his body.
22 When therefore he was risen from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had 
said this unto them; and they believed the 
scripture, and the word which Jesus had 
said.
23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 
passover, in the feast day, many believed 
in his name, when they saw the miracles 
which he did.
24 But Jesus did not commit himself unto 
them, because he knew all men,
25 And needed not that any should testify 
of man: for he knew what was in man.

NICODEMUS QUESTIONS JESUS

3  There was a man of the Pharisees, 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:

2 The same came to Jesus by night, and 
said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art 
a teacher come from God: for no man can do 
these miracles that thou doest, except God 
be with him.
3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Ver-
ily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.
4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a 
man be born when he is old? can he enter 
the second time into his mother’s womb, 
and be born?
5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God.
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must 
be born again.
8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst 
not tell whence it cometh, and whither it 
goeth: so is every one that is born of the 
Spirit.
9 Nicodemus answered and said unto 
him, How can these things be?
10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art 
thou a master of Israel, and knowest not 
these things?
11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak 
that we do know, and testify that we have 
seen; and ye receive not our witness.

GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD
12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye 
believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you 
of heavenly things?
13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, 
but he that came down from heaven, even 
the Son of man which is in heaven.
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 
lifted up:
15 That whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have eternal life.
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16 For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.
17 For God sent not his Son into the world 
to condemn the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved.
18 He that believeth on him is not con-
demned: but he that believeth not is con-
demned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God.
19 And this is the condemnation, that light 
is come into the world, and men loved dark-
ness rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil.
20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the 
light, neither cometh to the light, lest his 
deeds should be reproved.
21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the 
light, that his deeds may be made manifest, 
that they are wrought in God.

JOHN’S TESTIMONY ABOUT JESUS
22 After these things came Jesus and his 
disciples into the land of Judaea; and there 
he tarried with them, and baptized.
23 And John also was baptizing in Aenon 
near to Salim, because there was much 
water there: and they came, and were bap-
tized.
24 For John was not yet cast into prison.
25 Then there arose a question between 
some of John’s disciples and the Jews about 
purifying.
26 And they came unto John, and said unto 
him, Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond 
Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, be-
hold, the same baptizeth, and all men come 
to him.
27 John answered and said, A man can re-
ceive nothing, except it be given him from 
heaven.
28 Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I 
said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent 
before him.
29 He that hath the bride is the bride-
groom: but the friend of the bridegroom, 
which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth 
greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice: 
this my joy therefore is fulfilled.
30 He must increase, but I must decrease.
31 He that cometh from above is above 
all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and 
speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from 
heaven is above all.
32 And what he hath seen and heard, that 
he testifieth; and no man receiveth his tes-
timony.
33 He that hath received his testimony hath 
set to his seal that God is true.
34 For he whom God hath sent speaketh 
the words of God: for God giveth not the 
Spirit by measure unto him.
35 The Father loveth the Son, and hath 
given all things into his hand.

was this temple in building, and wilt thou 
rear it up in three days?
21 But he spake of the temple of his body.
22 When therefore he was risen from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had 
said this unto them; and they believed the 
scripture, and the word which Jesus had 
said.
23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 
passover, in the feast day, many believed 
in his name, when they saw the miracles 
which he did.
24 But Jesus did not commit himself unto 
them, because he knew all men,
25 And needed not that any should testify 
of man: for he knew what was in man.

NICODEMUS QUESTIONS JESUS

3  There was a man of the Pharisees, 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:

2 The same came to Jesus by night, and 
said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art 
a teacher come from God: for no man can do 
these miracles that thou doest, except God 
be with him.
3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Ver-
ily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.
4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a 
man be born when he is old? can he enter 
the second time into his mother’s womb, 
and be born?
5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God.
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must 
be born again.
8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst 
not tell whence it cometh, and whither it 
goeth: so is every one that is born of the 
Spirit.
9 Nicodemus answered and said unto 
him, How can these things be?
10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art 
thou a master of Israel, and knowest not 
these things?
11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak 
that we do know, and testify that we have 
seen; and ye receive not our witness.

GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD
12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye 
believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you 
of heavenly things?
13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, 
but he that came down from heaven, even 
the Son of man which is in heaven.
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 
lifted up:
15 That whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have eternal life.
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art a teacher come from God: for no man 
can do these miracles that thou doest, 
except God be with him.
3 Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.
4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can 
a man be born when he is old? can he 
enter the second time into his mother’s 
womb, and be born?
5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, Except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God.
6 That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit 
is spirit.
7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye 
must be born again.
8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, 
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but 
canst not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth: so is every one that is 
born of the Spirit.
9 Nicodemus answered and said unto 
him, How can these things be?
10 Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest 
not these things?
11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We 
speak that we do know, and testify that 
we have seen; and ye receive not our 
witness.

GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD
12 If I have told you earthly things, and 
ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I 
tell you of heavenly things?
13 And no man hath ascended up to 
heaven, but he that came down from 
heaven, even the Son of man which is in 
heaven.
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
man be lifted up:
15 That whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have eternal life.
16 For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.
17 For God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world; but that 
the world through him might be saved.
18 He that believeth on him is not con-
demned: but he that believeth not is 
condemned already, because he hath not 

11 This beginning of miracles did Jesus 
in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth 
his glory; and his disciples believed on 
him.

JESUS CLEANSES THE TEMPLE
12 After this he went down to Caper-
naum, he, and his mother, and his 
brethren, and his disciples: and they 
continued there not many days.
13 And the Jews’ passover was at hand, 
and Jesus went up to Jerusalem,
14 And found in the temple those that 
sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the 
changers of money sitting:
15 And when he had made a scourge of 
small cords, he drove them all out of the 
temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and 
poured out the changers’ money, and 
overthrew the tables;
16 And said unto them that sold doves, 
Take these things hence; make not my 
Father’s house an house of merchandise.
17 And his disciples remembered that it 
was written, The zeal of thine house hath 
eaten me up.
18 Then answered the Jews and said 
unto him, What sign shewest thou unto 
us, seeing that thou doest these things?
19 Jesus answered and said unto them, 
Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.
20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six 
years was this temple in building, and 
wilt thou rear it up in three days?
21 But he spake of the temple of his 
body.
22 When therefore he was risen from 
the dead, his disciples remembered that 
he had said this unto them; and they be-
lieved the scripture, and the word which 
Jesus had said.
23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 
passover, in the feast day, many believed 
in his name, when they saw the miracles 
which he did.
24 But Jesus did not commit himself 
unto them, because he knew all men,
25 And needed not that any should tes-
tify of man: for he knew what was in 
man.

NICODEMUS QUESTIONS JESUS

3  There was a man of the Pharisees, 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 

Jews:
2 The same came to Jesus by night, and 
said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou 
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16 For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.
17 For God sent not his Son into the world 
to condemn the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved.
18 He that believeth on him is not con-
demned: but he that believeth not is con-
demned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God.
19 And this is the condemnation, that light 
is come into the world, and men loved dark-
ness rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil.
20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the 
light, neither cometh to the light, lest his 
deeds should be reproved.
21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the 
light, that his deeds may be made manifest, 
that they are wrought in God.

JOHN’S TESTIMONY ABOUT JESUS
22 After these things came Jesus and his 
disciples into the land of Judaea; and there 
he tarried with them, and baptized.
23 And John also was baptizing in Aenon 
near to Salim, because there was much 
water there: and they came, and were bap-
tized.
24 For John was not yet cast into prison.
25 Then there arose a question between 
some of John’s disciples and the Jews about 
purifying.
26 And they came unto John, and said unto 
him, Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond 
Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, be-
hold, the same baptizeth, and all men come 
to him.
27 John answered and said, A man can re-
ceive nothing, except it be given him from 
heaven.
28 Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I 
said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent 
before him.
29 He that hath the bride is the bride-
groom: but the friend of the bridegroom, 
which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth 
greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice: 
this my joy therefore is fulfilled.
30 He must increase, but I must decrease.
31 He that cometh from above is above 
all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and 
speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from 
heaven is above all.
32 And what he hath seen and heard, that 
he testifieth; and no man receiveth his tes-
timony.
33 He that hath received his testimony hath 
set to his seal that God is true.
34 For he whom God hath sent speaketh 
the words of God: for God giveth not the 
Spirit by measure unto him.
35 The Father loveth the Son, and hath 
given all things into his hand.

was this temple in building, and wilt thou 
rear it up in three days?
21 But he spake of the temple of his body.
22 When therefore he was risen from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had 
said this unto them; and they believed the 
scripture, and the word which Jesus had 
said.
23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 
passover, in the feast day, many believed 
in his name, when they saw the miracles 
which he did.
24 But Jesus did not commit himself unto 
them, because he knew all men,
25 And needed not that any should testify 
of man: for he knew what was in man.

NICODEMUS QUESTIONS JESUS

3  There was a man of the Pharisees, 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:

2 The same came to Jesus by night, and 
said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art 
a teacher come from God: for no man can do 
these miracles that thou doest, except God 
be with him.
3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Ver-
ily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.
4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a 
man be born when he is old? can he enter 
the second time into his mother’s womb, 
and be born?
5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God.
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must 
be born again.
8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst 
not tell whence it cometh, and whither it 
goeth: so is every one that is born of the 
Spirit.
9 Nicodemus answered and said unto 
him, How can these things be?
10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art 
thou a master of Israel, and knowest not 
these things?
11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak 
that we do know, and testify that we have 
seen; and ye receive not our witness.

GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD
12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye 
believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you 
of heavenly things?
13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, 
but he that came down from heaven, even 
the Son of man which is in heaven.
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 
lifted up:
15 That whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have eternal life.

82 4Joh n 2:21 TEXT SAMPLE - 7 POINT

Dark Blue

Chestnut

Purple Pink

Also available in

Navy/Gray

ALSO AVAILABLE IN NKJV PAGE 35



74 75

KING JAMES  VERS ION KING JAMES  VERS ION TEXT	BIBLESTEXT	BIBLES

disciples remembered that he had said this unto 
them; and they believed the scripture, and the 
word which Jesus had said.
23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, 
in the feast day, many believed in his name, when 
they saw the miracles which he did.
24 But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, 
because he knew all men,
25 And needed not that any should testify of man: 
for he knew what was in man.

CHAPTER 3

There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nico-
demus, a ruler of the Jews:

2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto 
him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come 
from God: for no man can do these miracles that 
thou doest, except God be with him.
3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, ver-
ily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.
4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be 
born when he is old? can he enter the second time 
into his mother’s womb, and be born?
5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be 
born again.
8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
hear est the sound thereof, but canst not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every 
one that is born of the Spirit.
9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How 
can these things be?
10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a 
master of Israel, and know est not these things?
11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we 
do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye re-
ceive not our witness.
12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe 
not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly 
things?
13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but 
he that came down from heaven, even the Son of 
man which is in heaven.
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil-
derness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:
15 That whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.
16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
17 For God sent not his Son into the world to con-
demn the world; but that the world through him 
might be saved.
18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: 
but he that believeth not is condemned already, 
because he hath not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God.
19 And this is the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were evil.
20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, 
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should 
be reproved.
21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, 
that his deeds may be made manifest, that they 
are wrought in God.
22 After these things came Jesus and his disciples 
into the land of Judaea; and there he tarried with 
them, and baptized.
23 And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to 

good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto 
him, Come and see.
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith 
of him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no 
guile!
48 Nathanael saith unto him, Whence know est 
thou me? Jesus answered and said unto him, Be-
fore that Philip called thee, when thou wast under 
the fig tree, I saw thee.
49 Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, 
thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel.
50 Jesus answered and said unto him, Because I 
said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig tree, believ-
est thou? thou shalt see greater things than these.
51 And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the 
angels of God ascending and descending upon the 
Son of man.

CHAPTER 2

And the third day there was a marriage in Cana 
of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there:

2 And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to 
the marriage.
3 And when they wanted wine, the mother of 
Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine.
4 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do 
with thee? mine hour is not yet come.
5 His mother saith unto the servants, Whatso-
ever he saith unto you, do it.
6 And there were set there six waterpots of stone, 
after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, con-
taining two or three firkins apiece.
7 Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with 
water. And they filled them up to the brim.
8 And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear 
unto the governor of the feast. And they bare it.
9 When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water 
that was made wine, and knew not whence it was: 
(but the servants which drew the water knew;) the 
governor of the feast called the bridegroom,
10 And saith unto him, Every man at the begin-
ning doth set forth good wine; and when men have 
well drunk, then that which is worse: but thou hast 
kept the good wine until now.
11 This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana 
of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his 
disciples believed on him.
12 After this he went down to Capernaum, he, and 
his mother, and his brethren, and his disciples: and 
they continued there not many days.
13 And the Jews’ passover was at hand, and Jesus 
went up to Jerusalem,
14 And found in the temple those that sold oxen 
and sheep and doves, and the changers of money 
sitting:
15 And when he had made a scourge of small 
cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and the 
sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers’ 
money, and overthrew the tables;
16 And said unto them that sold doves, Take 
these things hence; make not my Father’s house 
an house of merchandise.
17 And his disciples remembered that it was writ-
ten, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.
18 Then answered the Jews and said unto him, 
What sign shew est thou unto us, seeing that thou 
doest these things?
19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.
20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this 
temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three 
days?
21 But he spake of the temple of his body.
22 When therefore he was risen from the dead, his 
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16 For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.
17 For God sent not his Son into the world 
to condemn the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved.
18 He that believeth on him is not con-
demned: but he that believeth not is con-
demned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God.
19 And this is the condemnation, that light 
is come into the world, and men loved dark-
ness rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil.
20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the 
light, neither cometh to the light, lest his 
deeds should be reproved.
21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the 
light, that his deeds may be made manifest, 
that they are wrought in God.

JOHN’S TESTIMONY ABOUT JESUS
22 After these things came Jesus and his 
disciples into the land of Judaea; and there 
he tarried with them, and baptized.
23 And John also was baptizing in Aenon 
near to Salim, because there was much 
water there: and they came, and were bap-
tized.
24 For John was not yet cast into prison.
25 Then there arose a question between 
some of John’s disciples and the Jews about 
purifying.
26 And they came unto John, and said unto 
him, Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond 
Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, be-
hold, the same baptizeth, and all men come 
to him.
27 John answered and said, A man can re-
ceive nothing, except it be given him from 
heaven.
28 Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I 
said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent 
before him.
29 He that hath the bride is the bride-
groom: but the friend of the bridegroom, 
which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth 
greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice: 
this my joy therefore is fulfilled.
30 He must increase, but I must decrease.
31 He that cometh from above is above 
all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and 
speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from 
heaven is above all.
32 And what he hath seen and heard, that 
he testifieth; and no man receiveth his tes-
timony.
33 He that hath received his testimony hath 
set to his seal that God is true.
34 For he whom God hath sent speaketh 
the words of God: for God giveth not the 
Spirit by measure unto him.
35 The Father loveth the Son, and hath 
given all things into his hand.

was this temple in building, and wilt thou 
rear it up in three days?
21 But he spake of the temple of his body.
22 When therefore he was risen from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had 
said this unto them; and they believed the 
scripture, and the word which Jesus had 
said.
23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 
passover, in the feast day, many believed 
in his name, when they saw the miracles 
which he did.
24 But Jesus did not commit himself unto 
them, because he knew all men,
25 And needed not that any should testify 
of man: for he knew what was in man.

NICODEMUS QUESTIONS JESUS

3  There was a man of the Pharisees, 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:

2 The same came to Jesus by night, and 
said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art 
a teacher come from God: for no man can do 
these miracles that thou doest, except God 
be with him.
3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Ver-
ily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.
4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a 
man be born when he is old? can he enter 
the second time into his mother’s womb, 
and be born?
5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God.
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must 
be born again.
8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst 
not tell whence it cometh, and whither it 
goeth: so is every one that is born of the 
Spirit.
9 Nicodemus answered and said unto 
him, How can these things be?
10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art 
thou a master of Israel, and knowest not 
these things?
11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak 
that we do know, and testify that we have 
seen; and ye receive not our witness.

GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD
12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye 
believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you 
of heavenly things?
13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, 
but he that came down from heaven, even 
the Son of man which is in heaven.
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 
lifted up:
15 That whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have eternal life.
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CHAPTER 3
Christ Witnesses to Nicodemus

There was a man of the Pharisees, named 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:

2  a The same came to Jesus by night, and 
said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art 
a teacher come from God: for b no man can do 
these 1 miracles that thou doest, except c God 
be with him.

3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, a Except a man be born 
1 again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a 
man be born when he is old? can he enter the 
second time into his mother’s womb, and be 
born?

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, a Except a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God.

6 That which is born of the flesh is a flesh; 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must 
be born again.

8  a The wind bloweth where it 1 listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not 
tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: 
so is every one that is born of the Spirit.

9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, 
a How can these things be?

10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art 
thou a 1 master of Israel, and knowest not these 
things?

11  a Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak 
1 that we do know, and testify 1 that we have 
seen; and b ye receive not our witness.

12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye 
believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you 
of heavenly things?

13 And a no man hath ascended up to heaven, 
but he that came down from heaven, even the 
Son of man which is in heaven.

14  a And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so b must the Son of man be 
lifted up:

15 That whosoever a believeth in him should 
not perish, but b have eternal life.

16  a For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten b Son, that whosoever belie-
veth in him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life.

17  a For God sent not his Son into the world 
to condemn the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved.

18  a He that believeth on him is not con-
demned: but he that believeth not is con-
demned already, because he hath not believed 
in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

19 And this is the condemnation, a that 1 light 
is come into the world, and men loved dark-
ness rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil.

8 And he saith unto them, 1 Draw out now, 
and 2 bear unto the 3 governor of the feast. And 
they bare it.

9 When the 1 ruler of the feast had tasted 
a the water that was made wine, and knew 
not whence it was: (but the servants which 
drew the water knew;) the 1 governor of the 
feast called the bridegroom,

10 And saith unto him, Every man at the 
beginning doth set forth good wine; and 
when men have well drunk, then that which 
is 1 worse: but thou hast kept the good wine 
until now.

The Disciples Believe
11 This a beginning of 1 miracles did Jesus in 

Cana of Galilee, b and 2 manifested forth his 
glory; and his disciples believed on him.

12 After this he went down to a Capernaum, 
he, and his mother, and b his brethren, and his 
disciples: and they continued there not many 
days.

Christ Cleanses the Temple
13  a And the Jews’ passover was at hand, and 

Jesus went up to Jerusalem,
14  a And found in the temple those that sold 

oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers 
of money sitting:

15 And when he had made a 1 scourge of small 
cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and 
the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the 
changers’ money, and 2 overthrew the tables;

16 And said unto them that sold doves, Take 
these things hence; make not a my Father’s 
house an house of merchandise.

17 And his disciples remembered that it was 
written, a The zeal of thine house hath eaten 
me up.

18 Then answered the Jews and said unto 
him, a What sign shewest thou unto us, see-
ing that thou doest these things?

19 Jesus answered and said unto them, a De-
stroy this temple, and in three days I will raise 
it up.

20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years 
was this temple in building, and wilt thou 
1 rear it up in three days?

21 But he spake a of the temple of his body.
22 When therefore he was risen from the 

dead, a his disciples remembered that he 
had said this unto them; and they believed 
the scripture, and the word which Jesus had 
said.

23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 
passover, in the feast day, many believed 
in his name, when they saw a the 1 miracles 
which he did.

24 But Jesus did not commit himself unto 
them, because he a knew all men,

25 And needed not that any should testify of 
man: for a he knew what was in man.
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art a teacher come from God: for no man 
can do these miracles that thou doest, 
except God be with him.
3 Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.
4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can 
a man be born when he is old? can he 
enter the second time into his mother’s 
womb, and be born?
5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, Except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God.
6 That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit 
is spirit.
7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye 
must be born again.
8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, 
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but 
canst not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth: so is every one that is 
born of the Spirit.
9 Nicodemus answered and said unto 
him, How can these things be?
10 Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest 
not these things?
11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We 
speak that we do know, and testify that 
we have seen; and ye receive not our wit-
ness.

GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD
12 If I have told you earthly things, and 
ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I 
tell you of heavenly things?
13 And no man hath ascended up to 
heaven, but he that came down from 
heaven, even the Son of man which is in 
heaven.
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
man be lifted up:
15 That whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have eternal life.
16 For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.
17 For God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world; but that 
the world through him might be saved.
18 He that believeth on him is not con-
demned: but he that believeth not is 
condemned already, because he hath not 

11 This beginning of miracles did Jesus 
in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth 
his glory; and his disciples believed on 
him.

JESUS CLEANSES THE TEMPLE
12 After this he went down to Caper-
naum, he, and his mother, and his 
brethren, and his disciples: and they 
continued there not many days.
13 And the Jews’ passover was at hand, 
and Jesus went up to Jerusalem,
14 And found in the temple those that 
sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the 
changers of money sitting:
15 And when he had made a scourge of 
small cords, he drove them all out of the 
temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and 
poured out the changers’ money, and 
overthrew the tables;
16 And said unto them that sold doves, 
Take these things hence; make not my 
Father’s house an house of merchandise.
17 And his disciples remembered that it 
was written, The zeal of thine house hath 
eaten me up.
18 Then answered the Jews and said 
unto him, What sign shewest thou unto 
us, seeing that thou doest these things?
19 Jesus answered and said unto them, 
Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.
20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six 
years was this temple in building, and 
wilt thou rear it up in three days?
21 But he spake of the temple of his 
body.
22 When therefore he was risen from 
the dead, his disciples remembered that 
he had said this unto them; and they be-
lieved the scripture, and the word which 
Jesus had said.
23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 
passover, in the feast day, many believed 
in his name, when they saw the miracles 
which he did.
24 But Jesus did not commit himself 
unto them, because he knew all men,
25 And needed not that any should tes-
tify of man: for he knew what was in 
man.

NICODEMUS QUESTIONS JESUS

3  There was a man of the Pharisees, 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 

Jews:
2 The same came to Jesus by night, and 
said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou 
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himself unto them, because he 
a knew all men,

25 And needed not that any 
should testify of man: for a he 
knew what was in man.

CHAPTER 3

There was a man of the Phar-
isees, named Nicodemus, a 

ruler of the Jews:
2 a The same came to Jesus by 

night, and said unto him, Rabbi, 
we know that thou art a teacher 
come from God: for b no man 
can do these 1miracles that thou 
doest, except c God be with him.

3 Jesus answered and said unto 
him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
a Except a man be born 1again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.

4 Nicodemus saith unto him, 
How can a man be born when he 
is old? can he enter the second 
time into his mother’s womb, 
and be born?

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, 
I say unto thee, a Except a man be 
born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God.

6 That which is born of the flesh 
is a flesh; and that which is born 
of the Spirit is spirit.

7 Marvel not that I said unto 
thee, Ye must be born again.

8 a The wind bloweth where 
it 1listeth, and thou hearest the 
sound thereof, but canst not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither it 
goeth: so is every one that is born 
of the Spirit.

9 Nicodemus answered and 
said unto him, a How can these 
things be?

10 Jesus answered and said unto 
him, Art thou a 1master of Israel, 
and knowest not these things?

11 a Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
We speak 1that we do know, and 
testify 1that we have seen; and 
b ye receive not our witness.

12 If I have told you earthly 
things, and ye believe not, how 
shall ye believe, if I tell you of 
heavenly things?

13 And a no man hath ascended 
up to heaven, but he that came 
down from heaven, even the Son 
of man which is in heaven.
14 a And as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the wilderness, even 
so b must the Son of man be lifted 
up:

15 That whosoever a believeth in 
him should not perish, but b have 
eternal life.
16 a For God so loved the world, 

that he gave his only begotten 
b Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.

17 a For God sent not his Son into 
the world to condemn the world; 
but that the world through him 
might be saved.
18 a He that believeth on him is 

not condemned: but he that be-
lieveth not is condemned already, 
because he hath not believed in 
the name of the only begotten 
Son of God.

19 And this is the condemna-
tion, a that 1light is come into the 
world, and men loved darkness 
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disciples remembered that he had said this unto 
them; and they believed the scripture, and the 
word which Jesus had said.
23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, 
in the feast day, many believed in his name, when 
they saw the miracles which he did.
24 But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, 
because he knew all men,
25 And needed not that any should testify of man: 
for he knew what was in man.

CHAPTER 3

There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nico­
demus, a ruler of the Jews:

2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto 
him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come 
from God: for no man can do these miracles that 
thou doest, except God be with him.
3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, ver­
ily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.
4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be 
born when he is old? can he enter the second time 
into his mother’s womb, and be born?
5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be 
born again.
8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
hear est the sound thereof, but canst not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every 
one that is born of the Spirit.
9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How 
can these things be?
10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a 
master of Israel, and know est not these things?
11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we 
do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye re­
ceive not our witness.
12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe 
not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly 
things?
13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but 
he that came down from heaven, even the Son of 
man which is in heaven.
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil­
derness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:
15 That whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.
16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
17 For God sent not his Son into the world to con­
demn the world; but that the world through him 
might be saved.
18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: 
but he that believeth not is condemned already, 
because he hath not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God.
19 And this is the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were evil.
20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, 
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should 
be reproved.
21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, 
that his deeds may be made manifest, that they 
are wrought in God.
22 After these things came Jesus and his disciples 
into the land of Judaea; and there he tarried with 
them, and baptized.
23 And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to 

good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto 
him, Come and see.
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith 
of him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no 
guile!
48 Nathanael saith unto him, Whence know est 
thou me? Jesus answered and said unto him, Be­
fore that Philip called thee, when thou wast under 
the fig tree, I saw thee.
49 Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, 
thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel.
50 Jesus answered and said unto him, Because I 
said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig tree, believ­
est thou? thou shalt see greater things than these.
51 And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the 
angels of God ascending and descending upon the 
Son of man.

CHAPTER 2

And the third day there was a marriage in Cana 
of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there:

2 And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to 
the marriage.
3 And when they wanted wine, the mother of 
Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine.
4 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do 
with thee? mine hour is not yet come.
5 His mother saith unto the servants, Whatso­
ever he saith unto you, do it.
6 And there were set there six waterpots of stone, 
after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, con­
taining two or three firkins apiece.
7 Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with 
water. And they filled them up to the brim.
8 And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear 
unto the governor of the feast. And they bare it.
9 When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water 
that was made wine, and knew not whence it was: 
(but the servants which drew the water knew;) the 
governor of the feast called the bridegroom,
10 And saith unto him, Every man at the begin­
ning doth set forth good wine; and when men have 
well drunk, then that which is worse: but thou hast 
kept the good wine until now.
11 This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana 
of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his 
disciples believed on him.
12 After this he went down to Capernaum, he, and 
his mother, and his brethren, and his disciples: and 
they continued there not many days.
13 And the Jews’ passover was at hand, and Jesus 
went up to Jerusalem,
14 And found in the temple those that sold oxen 
and sheep and doves, and the changers of money 
sitting:
15 And when he had made a scourge of small 
cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and the 
sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers’ 
money, and overthrew the tables;
16 And said unto them that sold doves, Take 
these things hence; make not my Father’s house 
an house of merchandise.
17 And his disciples remembered that it was writ­
ten, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.
18 Then answered the Jews and said unto him, 
What sign shew est thou unto us, seeing that thou 
doest these things?
19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.
20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this 
temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three 
days?
21 But he spake of the temple of his body.
22 When therefore he was risen from the dead, his 
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disciples remembered that he had said this unto 
them; and they believed the scripture, and the 
word which Jesus had said.
23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, 
in the feast day, many believed in his name, when 
they saw the miracles which he did.
24 But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, 
because he knew all men,
25 And needed not that any should testify of man: 
for he knew what was in man.

CHAPTER 3

There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nico­
demus, a ruler of the Jews:

2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto 
him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come 
from God: for no man can do these miracles that 
thou doest, except God be with him.
3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, ver­
ily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.
4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be 
born when he is old? can he enter the second time 
into his mother’s womb, and be born?
5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be 
born again.
8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
hear est the sound thereof, but canst not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every 
one that is born of the Spirit.
9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How 
can these things be?
10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a 
master of Israel, and know est not these things?
11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we 
do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye re­
ceive not our witness.
12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe 
not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly 
things?
13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but 
he that came down from heaven, even the Son of 
man which is in heaven.
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil­
derness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:
15 That whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.
16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
17 For God sent not his Son into the world to con­
demn the world; but that the world through him 
might be saved.
18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: 
but he that believeth not is condemned already, 
because he hath not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God.
19 And this is the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were evil.
20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, 
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should 
be reproved.
21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, 
that his deeds may be made manifest, that they 
are wrought in God.
22 After these things came Jesus and his disciples 
into the land of Judaea; and there he tarried with 
them, and baptized.
23 And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to 

good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto 
him, Come and see.
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith 
of him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no 
guile!
48 Nathanael saith unto him, Whence know est 
thou me? Jesus answered and said unto him, Be­
fore that Philip called thee, when thou wast under 
the fig tree, I saw thee.
49 Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, 
thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel.
50 Jesus answered and said unto him, Because I 
said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig tree, believ­
est thou? thou shalt see greater things than these.
51 And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the 
angels of God ascending and descending upon the 
Son of man.

CHAPTER 2

And the third day there was a marriage in Cana 
of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there:

2 And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to 
the marriage.
3 And when they wanted wine, the mother of 
Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine.
4 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do 
with thee? mine hour is not yet come.
5 His mother saith unto the servants, Whatso­
ever he saith unto you, do it.
6 And there were set there six waterpots of stone, 
after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, con­
taining two or three firkins apiece.
7 Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with 
water. And they filled them up to the brim.
8 And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear 
unto the governor of the feast. And they bare it.
9 When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water 
that was made wine, and knew not whence it was: 
(but the servants which drew the water knew;) the 
governor of the feast called the bridegroom,
10 And saith unto him, Every man at the begin­
ning doth set forth good wine; and when men have 
well drunk, then that which is worse: but thou hast 
kept the good wine until now.
11 This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana 
of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his 
disciples believed on him.
12 After this he went down to Capernaum, he, and 
his mother, and his brethren, and his disciples: and 
they continued there not many days.
13 And the Jews’ passover was at hand, and Jesus 
went up to Jerusalem,
14 And found in the temple those that sold oxen 
and sheep and doves, and the changers of money 
sitting:
15 And when he had made a scourge of small 
cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and the 
sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers’ 
money, and overthrew the tables;
16 And said unto them that sold doves, Take 
these things hence; make not my Father’s house 
an house of merchandise.
17 And his disciples remembered that it was writ­
ten, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.
18 Then answered the Jews and said unto him, 
What sign shew est thou unto us, seeing that thou 
doest these things?
19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.
20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this 
temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three 
days?
21 But he spake of the temple of his body.
22 When therefore he was risen from the dead, his 
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23 Now when he was in Jeru­
salem at the passover, in the 
feast day, many believed in his 
name, when they saw the mira­
cles which he did.
24 But Jesus did not commit 
himself unto them, because he 
knew all men,
25 And needed not that any 
should testify of man: for he 
knew what was in man.

CHAPTER 3

There was a man of the Phar­
isees, named Nicodemus, a 

ruler of the Jews:
2 The same came to Jesus by 
night, and said unto him, Rabbi, 
we know that thou art a teacher 
come from God: for no man 
can do these miracles that thou 
doest, except God be with him.
3 Jesus answered and said 
unto him, Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.
4 Nicodemus saith unto him, 
How can a man be born when 
he is old? can he enter the sec­
ond time into his mother’s 
womb, and be born?
5 Jesus answered, Verily, ver­
ily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God.
6 That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh; and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit.
7 Marvel not that I said unto 
thee, Ye must be born again.
8 The wind bloweth where 
it listeth, and thou hear est the 

sound thereof, but canst not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither 
it goeth: so is every one that is 
born of the Spirit.
9 Nicodemus answered and 
said unto him, How can these 
things be?
10 Jesus answered and said 
unto him, Art thou a master of 
Israel, and know est not these 
things?
11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
We speak that we do know, and 
testify that we have seen; and 
ye receive not our witness.
12 If I have told you earthly 
things, and ye believe not, how 
shall ye believe, if I tell you of 
heavenly things?
13 And no man hath ascended 
up to heaven, but he that came 
down from heaven, even the 
Son of man which is in heaven.
14 And as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even 
so must the Son of man be lifted 
up:
15 That whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have 
eternal life.
16 For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.
17 For God sent not his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved.
18 He that believeth on him 
is not condemned: but he that 
believeth not is condemned al­
ready, because he hath not be­
lieved in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God.
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25 And needed not that any should testify 
of man: for he knew what was in man.

CHAPTER 3

There was a man of the Pharisees, named 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:

2 The same came to Jesus by night, and 
said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art 
a teacher come from God: for no man can do 
these miracles that thou doest, except God 
be with him.
3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Ver­
ily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom  
of God.
4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a 
man be born when he is old? can he enter 
the second time into his mother’s womb, 
and be born?
5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God.
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must 
be born again.
8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hear est the sound thereof, but canst 
not tell whence it cometh, and whither it 
goeth: so is every one that is born of the 
Spirit.
9 Nicodemus answered and said unto 
him, How can these things be?
10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art 
thou a master of Israel, and know est not 
these things?
11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak 
that we do know, and testify that we have 
seen; and ye receive not our witness.
12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye 
believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you 
of heavenly things?
13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, 
but he that came down from heaven, even 
the Son of man which is in heaven.
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 
lifted up:
15 That whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have eternal life.
16 For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever be­
lieveth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.
17 For God sent not his Son into the world 
to condemn the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved.
18 He that believeth on him is not con­
demned: but he that believeth not is con­
demned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God.
19 And this is the condemnation, that light 
is come into the world, and men loved dark­
ness rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil.

have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet 
come.
5 His mother saith unto the servants, 
Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.
6 And there were set there six waterpots 
of stone, after the manner of the purifying 
of the Jews, containing two or three firkins 
apiece.
7 Jesus saith unto them, Fill the water­
pots with water. And they filled them up to 
the brim.
8 And he saith unto them, Draw out now, 
and bear unto the governor of the feast. And 
they bare it.
9 When the ruler of the feast had tasted 
the water that was made wine, and knew 
not whence it was: (but the servants which 
drew the water knew;) the governor of the 
feast called the bridegroom,
10 And saith unto him, Every man at the 
beginning doth set forth good wine; and 
when men have well drunk, then that which 
is worse: but thou hast kept the good wine 
until now.
11 This beginning of miracles did Jesus in 
Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his 
glory; and his disciples believed on him.
12 After this he went down to Capernaum, 
he, and his mother, and his brethren, and 
his disciples: and they continued there not 
many days.
13 And the Jews’ passover was at hand, and 
Jesus went up to Jerusalem,
14 And found in the temple those that sold 
oxen and sheep and doves, and the chang­
ers of money sitting:
15 And when he had made a scourge of 
small cords, he drove them all out of the 
temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and 
poured out the changers’ money, and over­
threw the tables;
16 And said unto them that sold doves, 
Take these things hence; make not my Fa­
ther’s house an house of merchandise.
17 And his disciples remembered that it 
was written, The zeal of thine house hath 
eaten me up.
18 Then answered the Jews and said unto 
him, What sign shew est thou unto us, see­
ing that thou doest these things?
19 Jesus answered and said unto them, De­
stroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.
20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years 
was this temple in building, and wilt thou 
rear it up in three days?
21 But he spake of the temple of his body.
22 When therefore he was risen from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had 
said this unto them; and they believed the 
scripture, and the word which Jesus had 
said.
23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 
passover, in the feast day, many believed 
in his name, when they saw the miracles 
which he did.
24 But Jesus did not commit himself unto 
them, because he knew all men,
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Is  God just i f ied 
in  the  way He 

rebukes  Is rae l ’s 
adul ter y? 

Why or  why not ?

Is  God just i f ied 
in  the  way He 
rebukes  Is rae l ’s 
adul ter y? 

Why or  why not ?

R E F L E C T

C H A L L E N G E

The word of the Lord that came to Hosea son of Beeri 
during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, 
kings of Judah, and during the reign of Jeroboam son of 
Jehoash[a] king of Israel:

HOSEA’S WIFE AND CHILDREN

2 When the Lord began to speak through Hosea, the Lord 
said to him, “Go, marry a promiscuous woman and have 
children with her, for like an adulterous wife this land 
is guilty of unfaithfulness to the Lord.” 3 So he married 
Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore 
him a son.
4 Then the Lord said to Hosea, “Call him Jezreel, because 
I will soon punish the house of Jehu for the massacre at 
Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of Israel. 5 In 
that day I will break Israel’s bow in the Valley of Jezreel.”
6 Gomer conceived again and gave birth to a daugh-
ter. Then the Lord said to Hosea, “Call her Lo-Ruhamah 
(which means “not loved”), for I will no longer show love 
to Israel, that I should at all forgive them. 7 Yet I will show 
love to Judah; and I will save them—not by bow, sword or 
battle, or by horses and horsemen, but I, the Lord their 
God, will save them.”
8 After she had weaned Lo-Ruhamah, Gomer had anoth-
er son. 9 Then the Lord said, “Call him Lo-Ammi (which 
means “not my people”), for you are not my people, and I 
am not your God.[b]
10 “Yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the seashore, 
which cannot be measured or counted. In the place where 
it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ they will be 
called ‘children of the living God.’ 11 The people of Judah 
and the people of Israel will come together; they will ap-
point one leader and will come up out of the land, for 
great will be the day of Jezreel.[c Israel 

PUNISHED AND RESTORED

2 “Rebuke your mother, rebuke her,
    for she is not my wife,
    and I am not her husband.
Let her remove the adulterous look from her face
    and the unfaithfulness from between her breasts.
3 Otherwise I will strip her naked
    and make her as bare as on the day she was born;
I will make her like a desert,
    turn her into a parched land,
    and slay her with thirst.
4 I will not show my love to her children,
    because they are the children of adultery.
5 Their mother has been unfaithful
    and has conceived them in disgrace.
She said, ‘I will go after my lovers,
    who give me my food and my water,
    my wool and my linen, my olive oil and my drink.’
6 Therefore I will block her path with thornbushes;
    I will wall her in so that she cannot find her way.

7 She will chase after her lovers but not catch them;
    she will look for them but not find them.
Then she will say,
    ‘I will go back to my husband as at first,
    for then I was better off than now.’
8 She has not acknowledged that I was the one
    who gave her the grain, the new wine and oil,
who lavished on her the silver and gold—
    which they used for Baal.
9 “Therefore I will take away my grain when it ripens,
    and my new wine when it is ready.
I will take back my wool and my linen,
    intended to cover her naked body.
10 So now I will expose her lewdness
    before the eyes of her lovers;
    no one will take her out of my hands.
11 I will stop all her celebrations:
    her yearly festivals, her New Moons,
    her Sabbath days—all her appointed festivals.
12 I will ruin her vines and her fig trees,
    which she said were her pay from her lovers;
I will make them a thicket,
    and wild animals will devour them.
13 I will punish her for the days
    she burned incense to the Baals;
she decked herself with rings and jewelry,
    and went after her lovers,
    but me she forgot,”
declares the Lord.
14 “Therefore I am now going to allure her;
    I will lead her into the wilderness
    and speak tenderly to her.
15 There I will give her back her vineyards,
    and will make the Valley of Achor[b] a door of hope.
There she will respond[c] as in the days of her youth,
    as in the day she came up out of Egypt.
16 “In that day,” declares the Lord,
    “you will call me ‘my husband’;
    you will no longer call me ‘my master.[d]’
17 I will remove the names of the Baals from her lips;
    no longer will their names be invoked.
18 In that day I will make a covenant for them
    with the beasts of the field, the birds in the sky
    and the creatures that move along the ground.
Bow and sword and battle
    I will abolish from the land,
    so that all may lie down in safety.
19 I will betroth you to me forever;
    I will betroth you in[e] righteousness and justice,
    in[f] love and compassion.
20 I will betroth you in[g] faithfulness,
    and you will acknowledge the Lord.
21 “In that day I will respond,”
    declares the Lord—
“I will respond to the skies,
    and they will respond to the earth;
22 and the earth will respond to the grain,
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(referring to more 
than Nicodemus 
alone).
A sn Obviously earth-
ly things and heav-
enly things are in 
contrast, but what is 
the contrast? What 
are earthly things 
which  Jesus has just spoken to Nicode-
mus? And through him to others—this is 
not the first instance of the plural pro-
noun, see v. 7, you must all. Since Nicode-
mus began with a plural (we know, v. 2) 
 Jesus continues it, and through Nicode-
mus addresses a broader audience. It 
makes most sense to take this as a ref-
erence to the things  Jesus has just said 
(and the things he is about to say, vv. 
13–15). If this is the case (and it seems the 
most natural explanation) then earthly 
things are not necessarily strictly physi-
cal things, but are so called because they 
take place on earth, in contrast to things 
like v. 16, which take place in heaven. 
Some have added the suggestion that the 
things are called earthly because physical 
analogies (birth, wind, water) are used 
to describe them. This is possible, but 
it seems more probable that  Jesus calls 
these things earthly because they happen 
on earth (even though they are spiritu-
al things). In the context, taking earthly 
things as referring to the words  Jesus has 
just spoken fits with the fact that Nico-
demus did not believe. And he would 
not after hearing heavenly things either, 
unless he first believed in the earthly 
things—which included the necessity of 
a regenerating work from above, by the 
Holy Spirit.
B tn Grk “And no one.”
C sn The verb ascended is a perfect tense 
in Greek (ἀναβέβηκεν, anabebēken) which 
seems to look at a past, completed event. 
(This is not as much of a problem for 
those who take  Jesus’ words to end at 
v. 12, and these words to be a comment 
by the author, looking back on  Jesus’ 
ascension.) As a saying of  Jesus, these 
words are a bit harder to explain. Note, 
however, the lexical similarities with 1:51: 
“ascending,” “descending,” and “son of 
man.” Here, though, the ascent and de-
scent is accomplished by the Son him-
self, not the angels as in 1:51. There is no 
need to limit this saying to  Jesus’ ascent 
following the resurrection, however; the 
point of the Jacob story (Gen 28), which 
seems to be the background for 1:51, is 
the freedom of communication and rela-
tionship between God and men (a major 
theme of John’s Gospel). This commu-
nication comes through the angels in 
Gen 28 (and John 1:51), but here (most 
appropriately) it comes directly through 
the Son of Man. Although  Jesus could be 
referring to a prior ascent, after an ap-
pearance as the preincarnate Son of Man, 
more likely he is simply pointing out that 
no one from earth has ever gone up to 
heaven and come down again. The Son, 
who has come down from heaven, is the 
only one who has been ‘up’ there. In both 
Jewish intertestamental literature and 
later rabbinic accounts, Moses is por-
trayed as ascending to heaven to receive 
the Torah and descending to distribute 

it to men (e.g., Targum Ps 68:19.) In con-
trast to these Jewish legends, the Son is 
the only one who has ever made the as-
cent and descent.
D tC Most witnesses, including a few very 
significant ones (A[*] Θ Ψ 050 ƒ 1,13 M 
latt sy c, p, h), have at the end of this verse 
“the one who is in heaven” (ὁ ὢν ἐν τῷ 
οὐρανῷ, ho ōn en tō ouranō). A few oth-
ers have variations on this phrase, such 
as “who was in heaven” (e sy c), or “the 
one who is from heaven” (0141 sy s). The 
witnesses normally considered the best, 
along with several others, lack the phrase 
in its entirety (P66,75 א B L T W s 083 086 
33 1241 co). On the one hand, if the read-
ing ὁ ὢν ἐν τῷ οὐρανῷ is authentic it may 
suggest that while  Jesus was speaking 
to Nicodemus he spoke of himself as in 
heaven even while he was on earth. If 
that is the case, one could see why vari-
ations from this hard saying arose: “who 
was in heaven,” “the one who is from 
heaven,” and omission of the clause. At 
the same time, such a saying could be in-
terpreted (though with difficulty) as part 
of the narrator’s comments rather than 
 Jesus’ statement to Nicodemus, alleviat-
ing the problem. And if v. 13 was viewed 
in early times as the evangelist’s state-
ment, “the one who is in heaven” could 
have crept into the text through a mar-
ginal note. Other internal evidence sug-
gests that this saying may be authentic. 
The adjectival participle, ὁ ὤν, is used in 
the Fourth Gospel more than any other 
NT book (though the Apocalypse comes 
in a close second), and frequently with 
reference to  Jesus (1:18; 6:46; 8:47). It 
may be looking back to the LXX of Exod 
3:14 (ἐγώ εἰμι ὁ ὤν). Especially since this 
exact construction is not necessary to 
communicate the location of the Son 
of Man, its presence in many witnesses 
here may suggest authenticity. Further, 
John uses the singular of οὐρανός (oura-
nos, “heaven”) in all 18 instances of the 
word in this Gospel, and all but twice 
with the article (only 1:32 and 6:58 are 
anarthrous, and even in the latter there 
is significant testimony to the article). At 
the same time, the witnesses that lack 
this clause are very weighty and must 
not be discounted. Generally speaking, 
if other factors are equal, the reading of 
such mss should be preferred. And inter-
nally, it could be argued that ὁ ὤν is the 
most concise way to speak of the Son 
of Man in heaven at that time (without 
the participle the point would be more 
ambiguous). Further, the articular singu-
lar οὐρανός is already used twice in this 
verse, thus sufficiently prompting scribes 
to add the same in the longer reading. 
This combination of factors suggests that 
ὁ ὢν ἐν τῷ οὐρανῷ is not a genuine Johan-
nism. Further intrinsic evidence against 
the longer reading relates to the evange-
list’s purposes: If he intended v. 13 to be 

his own comments 
rather than  Jesus’ 
statement, his switch 
back to  Jesus’ words 
in v. 14 (for the lifting 
up of the Son of Man 
is still seen as in the 
future) seems inex-
plicable. The reading 

“who is in heaven” thus seems to be too 
hard. All things considered, as intriguing 
as the longer reading is, it seems almost 
surely to have been a marginal gloss add-
ed inadvertently to the text in the pro-
cess of transmission. For an argument 
in favor of the longer reading, see David 
Alan Black, “The Text of John 3:13,” GTJ 6 
(1985): 49–66.

sn See the note on the title Son of 
Man in 1:51.
E tn Grk “And just as.”
F sn Or the snake, referring to the bronze 
serpent mentioned in Num 21:9.
G sn An allusion to Num 21:5–9.
H sn So must the Son of Man be lifted up. 
This is ultimately a prediction of  Jesus’ 
crucifixion. Nicodemus could not have un-
derstood this, but John’s readers, the au-
dience to whom the Gospel is addressed, 
certainly could have (compare the word-
ing of John 12:32). In John, being lifted up 
refers to one continuous action of ascent, 
beginning with the cross but ending at the 
right hand of the Father. Step 1 is  Jesus’ 
death; step 2 is his resurrection; and step 
3 is the ascension back to heaven. It is the 
upward swing of the “pendulum” which 
began with the incarnation, the descent 
of the Word become flesh from heaven to 
earth (cf. Paul in Phil 2:5–11). See also the 
note on the title Son of Man in 1:51.
I tn This is the first use of the term ζωὴν 
αἰώνιον (zōēn aiōnion) in the Gospel, al-
though ζωή (zōē) in chap. 1 is to be un-
derstood in the same way without the 
qualifying αἰώνιος (aiōnios).

sn Some interpreters extend the quo-
tation of  Jesus’ words through v. 21.
J tn Or “this is how much”; or “in this 
way.” The Greek adverb οὕτως (houtōs) 
can refer (1) to the degree to which God 
loved the world, that is, to such an ex-
tent or so much that he gave his own Son 
(see R. E. Brown, John [AB], 1:133–34; D. 
A. Carson, John, 204) or (2) simply to the 
manner in which God loved the world, 
i.e., by sending his own son (see R. H. 
Gundry and R. W. Howell, “The Sense and 
Syntax of John 3:14–17 with Special Refer-
ence to the Use of Οὕτως…ὥστε in John 
3:16,” NovT 41 [1999]: 24–39). Though 
the term more frequently refers to the 
manner in which something is done (see 
BDAG 741–42 s.v. οὕτω/οὕτως), the fol-
lowing clause involving ὥστε (hōste) plus 
the indicative (which stresses actual, but 
[usually] unexpected result) emphasiz-
es the greatness of the gift God has giv-
en. With this in mind, then, it is likely (3) 
that John is emphasizing both the degree 
to which God loved the world as well as 
the manner in which He chose to express 
that love. This is in keeping with John’s 
style of using double entendre or double 
meaning. Thus, the focus of the Greek 
construction here is on the nature of 
God’s love, addressing its mode, intensi-
ty, and extent.

 don’t be lieve,  how  will  you be lieve  if  I  tell  you  about heav en-
ly  things? A 13  No  one B  has as cend ed C  into heav en ex cept  the 
 one  who de scend ed  from heav en— the  Son  of  Man. D 14  Just 
 as E Mo ses lift ed  up  the ser pent F  in  the wil der ness, G  so  must  the 
 Son  of  Man  be lift ed  up, H 15  so  that ev ery one  who be lieves  in 
 him  may  have eter nal  life.” I

16  For  this  is  the  way J  God  loved  the  world:  He  gave  his  one 
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THE EPISTLE OF PAUL TO THE

PHILIPPIANS
Background and Genre 
Philippians is one of the Apostle Paul's four Prison Epistles. Most scholars believe the 
letter was written around AD 62, while Paul was imprisoned in Rome. Paul wrote to the 
body of believers in Philippi with whom he shared a close partnership and special affec-
tion. He also addressed the letter to church elders and deacons. 
 Under house arrest as a prisoner in Rome, yet full of joy and thankfulness, Paul wrote 
to encourage his fellow servants living in Philippi. A Roman colony, Philippi was situated 
in Macedonia, or current-day Northern Greece. The city was named after Philip II, the 
father of Alexander the Great. 
 One of the major trade routes between Europe and Asia, Philippi was a chief commer-
cial center with a mixture of different nationalities, religions, and social levels. Founded 
by Paul in approximately 52 AD, the church in Philippi was made up mostly of Gentiles. 

Enduring Messages and Themes 
Joy in the Christian life is all about perspective. True joy is not based on circumstances. 
The key to lasting contentment is found through a relationship with Jesus Christ. This is 
the divine perspective Paul wanted to communicate in his letter to the Philippians. 
 Christ is the ultimate example for believers. Through following his patterns of humility 
and sacrifice, we can find joy in all circumstances. Christians can experience joy in suffer-
ing just as Christ suffered (2:8); in humble service (2:17-18); in believing and trusting God 
(3:9); and through generosity (4:18-19). 

Reading Christologically 
Some words about reading Christologically, meeting Christ in this particular book. Some   
additional words about reading Christologically, and other comments about meeting 
Christ in this particular book. So on and so forth. And then some more words about read-
ing Christologically, meeting Christ in this particular book. 
 Some words about reading Christologically, meeting Christ in this particular book. 
Some   additional words about reading Christologically, and other comments about 
meeting Christ in this particular book. So on and so forth. And then some more words 
about reading Christologically, meeting Christ in this particular book.

For this six-day reading plan, you'll spend time with both small and larger sec-
tions of Scripture, blending prayer prompts, several sessions of contemplative 
reading, engaging the imagination with the Ignatian method, and engaging 
Scripture through visual art. 

1:1-11 - Praying Scripture 
1:27-30 - Contemplative Reading 
2:1-11 - Engage through Art 
2:12-30 - Contemplative Reading 
3:1-21 - Praying Scripture 
4:1-23 - Contemplative Reading

Engaging Philippians

Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, 
To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the 

bishops and deacons: 
2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

Thankfulness and Prayer 
3 I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 4 always in 
every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy, 5 for 
your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being 
confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work 
in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; 7 just as it is 
right for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my 
heart, inasmuch as both in my chains and in the defense and 
confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers with me of grace. 
8 For God is my witness, how greatly I long for you all with the 
affection of Jesus Christ. 

9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and 
more in knowledge and all discernment, 10 that you may approve 
the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without 
offense till the day of Christ, 11 being filled with the fruits of right-
eousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of 
God. 

Christ Is Preached 
12 But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which hap-
pened to me have actually turned out for the furtherance of the 
gospel, 13 so that it has become evident to the whole palace 
guard, and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ; 14 and 
most of the brethren in the Lord, having become confident by my 
chains, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. 

15 Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and 
some also from goodwill: 16 The former preach Christ from self-
ish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my 
chains; 17 but the latter out of love, knowing that I am appointed 
for the defense of the gospel. 18 What then? Only that in every 
way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; and in 
this I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice. 

To Live Is Christ 
19 For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through 
your prayer and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 20 ac-
cording to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I 
shall be ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, so now also 

1
Greeting 

Philippians was written during one of Paul’s imprisonments, likely during his two years of house 
arrest in Rome. Despite his chains (v. 14) and the threat of death (vv. 20–21), Paul saw his sufferings 
as a chance to further the Kingdom—and as a doorway to his ultimate hope of being with Christ 
(v. 23). First-century Rome was a bustling city—with as many as four million residents. Imagine 
you’re in the room with Paul as he pens this letter. As you read, pause to imagine the sounds and 
smells from the street outside; the movements of the guard in the next room; the warmth of the 
Mediterranean climate; the look on Paul’s face as he wonders about his fate, or thinks of his dear 
friends in Philippi. 

PICTURE IT  1:12–26

Paul opens this letter by expressing 
thankfulness and deep affection for 
the Philippian believers. With com-
plete condence in God’s will and 
ability to bring them to maturity, 
Paul expresses his heartfelt desire to 
see their lives conformed to God’s 
character. Read these verses slowly, 
lifting up key words and themes to 
the Lord in prayer. Share in Paul’s 
condence in God’s goodness, and 
his love for his fellow saints.

PRAYING SCRIPTURE
// 1:1–11

______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
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The materials for The Abide Bible were developed by Taylor University faculty, staff, students, and alumni as part 
of the Taylor University Center for Scripture Engagement (TUCSE). The TUCSE vision is to equip people to 
engage the Bible in ways that drive personal discipleship, evangelism, and worldview formation. The dream is 
that Scripture engagement will become one of the most broadly applied missional actions.
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5  Jesus an swered, “ I  tell  you  the sol emn  truth, un less  a per son 
 is  born  of wa ter  and spir it,  he can not en ter  the king dom  of  God. 
6  What  is  born  of  the  flesh  is  flesh,  and  what  is  born  of  the Spir-
it  is spir it. 7  Do  not  be  amazed  that  I  said  to  you, ‘ You  must  all  be 
 born  from  above.’ 8  The  wind  blows wher ev er  it  will,  and  you  hear 
 the  sound  it  makes,  but  do  not  know  where  it  comes  from  and 
 where  it  is go ing.  So  it  is  with ev ery one  who  is  born  of  the Spir it.”

9 Nic o de mus re plied, “ How  can  these  things  be?” 10  Jesus an-
swered, “ Are  you  the teach er  of Is ra el  and  yet  you  don’t un der-
stand  these  things? 11  I  tell  you  the sol emn  truth,  we  speak  about 
 what  we  know  and tes ti fy  about  what  we  have  seen,  but  you peo-
ple  do  not ac cept  our tes ti mo ny. 12  If  I  have  told  you peo ple  about 
earth ly  things  and  you  don’t be lieve,  how  will  you be lieve  if  I  tell 
 you  about heav en ly  things? 13  No  one  has as cend ed  into heav en ex-
cept  the  one  who de scend ed  from heav en— the  Son  of  Man. 14  Just 
 as Mo ses lift ed  up  the ser pent  in  the wil der ness, *  so  must  the  Son 
 of  Man  be lift ed  up, 15  so  that ev ery one  who be lieves  in  him  may 
 have eter nal  life.”

16  For  this  is  the  way  God  loved  the  world:  He  gave  his  one  and 
 only  Son,  so  that ev ery one  who be lieves  in  him  will  not per ish  but 
 have eter nal  life. 17  For  God  did  not  send  his  Son  into  the  world  to 
con demn  the  world,  but  that  the  world  should  be  saved  through 
 him. 18  The  one  who be lieves  in  him  is  not con demned.  The  one 
 who  does  not be lieve  has  been con demned al ready, be cause  he  has 
 not be lieved  in  the  name  of  the  one  and  only  Son  of  God. 19  Now 
 this  is  the ba sis  for judg ing:  that  the  light  has  come  into  the  world 
 and peo ple  loved  the dark ness rath er  than  the  light, be cause  their 
 deeds  were  evil. 20  For ev ery one  who  does  evil  deeds  hates  the  light 
 and  does  not  come  to  the  light,  so  that  their  deeds  will  not  be ex-
posed. 21  But  the  one  who prac tic es  the  truth  comes  to  the  light,  so 
 that  it  may  be plain ly ev i dent  that  his  deeds  have  been  done  in  God.

Further Testimony about Jesus by John the Baptist
22 Af ter  this,  Jesus  and  his dis ci ples  came  into Ju de an ter ri to ry, 
 and  there  he  spent  time  with  them  and  was bap tiz ing. 23  John  was 
 also bap tiz ing  at Ae non  near Sa lim, be cause wa ter  was plen ti ful 
 there,  and peo ple  were com ing  to  him  and be ing bap tized. 24 ( For 
 John  had  not  yet  been  thrown  into pris on.)

25  Now  a dis pute  came  about be tween  some  of  John’s dis ci ples 
 and  a cer tain  Jew con cern ing cer e mo ni al wash ing. 26  So  they  came 
 to  John  and  said  to  him, “Rab bi,  the  one  who  was  with  you  on  the 
oth er  side  of  the Jor dan Riv er,  about  whom  you tes ti fied— see,  he 
 is bap tiz ing,  and ev ery one  is flock ing  to  him!”

27  John re plied, “ No  one  can re ceive any thing un less  it  has  been 
giv en  to  him  from heav en. 28  You your selves  can tes ti fy  that  I  said, 
‘ I  am  not  the  Christ,’  but rath er, ‘ I  have  been  sent be fore  him.’ 
29  The  one  who  has  the  bride  is  the bride groom.  The  friend  of  the 
bride groom,  who  stands  by  and lis tens  for  him, re joic es great ly 
 when  he  hears  the bride groom’s  voice.  This  then  is  my  joy,  and  it 
 is com plete. 30  He  must be come  more im por tant  while  I be come 
 less im por tant.”

31  The  one  who  comes  from  above  is su pe ri or  to  all.  The  one  who 
 is  from  the  earth be longs  to  the  earth  and  speaks  about earth ly 
 things.  The  one  who  comes  from heav en  is su pe ri or  to  all. 32  He * An allusion to Num 21:5–9
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 the mi rac u lous  signs  he  was do ing. 24  But 
 Jesus  would  not en trust him self  to  them, 
be cause  he  knew  all peo ple. 25  He  did  not 
 need any one  to tes ti fy  about  man,  for  he 
 knew  what  was  in  man.

Conversation with Nicodemus

3  Now  a cer tain  man,  a Phar i see  named 
Nic o de mus,  who  was  a mem ber  of  the 

Jew ish rul ing coun cil, 2  came  to  Jesus  at 
 night  and  said  to  him, “Rab bi,  we  know 
 that  you  are  a teach er  who  has  come 
 from  God.  For  no  one  could per form  the 
mi rac u lous  signs  that  you  do un less  God 
 is  with  him.” 3  Jesus re plied, “ I  tell  you  the 
sol emn  truth, un less  a per son  is  born 
 from  above, *  he can not  see  the king dom 
 of  God.” 4 Nic o de mus  said  to  him, “ How 
 can  a  man  be  born  when  he  is  old?  He 
can not en ter  his moth er’s  womb  and  be 
 born  a sec ond  time,  can  he?”

5  Jesus an swered, “ I  tell  you  the sol emn 
 truth, un less  a per son  is  born  of wa ter 
 and spir it,  he can not en ter  the king-
dom  of  God. 6  What  is  born  of  the  flesh 
 is  flesh,  and  what  is  born  of  the Spir it  is 
spir it. 7  Do  not  be  amazed  that  I  said  to 
 you, ‘ You  must  all  be  born  from  above.’ 
8  The  wind  blows wher ev er  it  will,  and 
 you  hear  the  sound  it  makes,  but  do  not 
 know  where  it  comes  from  and  where 
 it  is go ing.  So  it  is  with ev ery one  who  is 
 born  of  the Spir it.”

9 Nic o de mus re plied, “ How  can  these 
 things  be?” 10  Jesus an swered, “ Are  you 
 the teach er  of Is ra el  and  yet  you  don’t 
un der stand  these  things? 11  I  tell  you  the 
sol emn  truth,  we  speak  about  what  we 
 know  and tes ti fy  about  what  we  have 
 seen,  but  you peo ple  do  not ac cept  our 
tes ti mo ny. 12  If  I  have  told  you peo ple 
 about earth ly  things  and  you  don’t be-
lieve,  how  will  you be lieve  if  I  tell  you 
 about heav en ly  things? 13  No  one  has as-
cend ed  into heav en ex cept  the  one  who 
de scend ed  from heav en— the  Son  of  Man. 
14  Just  as Mo ses lift ed  up  the ser pent  in  the 
wil der ness, †  so  must  the  Son  of  Man  be 
lift ed  up, 15  so  that ev ery one  who be lieves 
 in  him  may  have eter nal  life.”

16  For  this  is  the  way  God  loved  the 
 world:  He  gave  his  one  and  only  Son,  so 
 that ev ery one  who be lieves  in  him  will 
 not per ish  but  have eter nal  life. 17  For  God 
 did  not  send  his  Son  into  the  world  to 
con demn  the  world,  but  that  the  world 
 should  be  saved  through  him. 18  The  one 
 who be lieves  in  him  is  not con demned. 
 The  one  who  does  not be lieve  has  been 

con demned al ready, be cause  he  has  not 
be lieved  in  the  name  of  the  one  and  only 
 Son  of  God. 19  Now  this  is  the ba sis  for 
judg ing:  that  the  light  has  come  into 
 the  world  and peo ple  loved  the dark-
ness rath er  than  the  light, be cause  their 
 deeds  were  evil. 20  For ev ery one  who  does 
 evil  deeds  hates  the  light  and  does  not 
 come  to  the  light,  so  that  their  deeds  will 
 not  be ex posed. 21  But  the  one  who prac-
tic es  the  truth  comes  to  the  light,  so  that 
 it  may  be plain ly ev i dent  that  his  deeds 
 have  been  done  in  God.

Further Testimony about 
Jesus by John the Baptist
22 Af ter  this,  Jesus  and  his dis ci ples 
 came  into Ju de an ter ri to ry,  and  there  he 
 spent  time  with  them  and  was bap tiz-
ing. 23  John  was  also bap tiz ing  at Ae non 
 near Sa lim, be cause wa ter  was plen ti ful 
 there,  and peo ple  were com ing  to  him 
 and be ing bap tized. 24 ( For  John  had  not 
 yet  been  thrown  into pris on.)

25  Now  a dis pute  came  about be tween 
 some  of  John’s dis ci ples  and  a cer tain  Jew 
con cern ing cer e mo ni al wash ing. 26  So 
 they  came  to  John  and  said  to  him, “Rab-
bi,  the  one  who  was  with  you  on  the oth-
er  side  of  the Jor dan Riv er,  about  whom 
 you tes ti fied— see,  he  is bap tiz ing,  and 
ev ery one  is flock ing  to  him!”

27  John re plied, “ No  one  can re ceive 
any thing un less  it  has  been giv en  to 
 him  from heav en. 28  You your selves  can 
tes ti fy  that  I  said, ‘ I  am  not  the  Christ,’ 
 but rath er, ‘ I  have  been  sent be fore  him.’ 
29  The  one  who  has  the  bride  is  the bride-
groom.  The  friend  of  the bride groom, 
 who  stands  by  and lis tens  for  him, re-
joic es great ly  when  he  hears  the bride-
groom’s  voice.  This  then  is  my  joy,  and  it 
 is com plete. 30  He  must be come  more im-
por tant  while  I be come  less im por tant.”

31  The  one  who  comes  from  above  is 
su pe ri or  to  all.  The  one  who  is  from  the 
 earth be longs  to  the  earth  and  speaks 
 about earth ly  things.  The  one  who  comes 
 from heav en  is su pe ri or  to  all. 32  He tes-
ti fies  about  what  he  has  seen  and  heard, 
 but  no  one ac cepts  his tes ti mo ny. 33  The 
 one  who  has ac cept ed  his tes ti mo ny  has 
con firmed clear ly  that  God  is truth ful. 
34  For  the  one  whom  God  has  sent  speaks 
 the  words  of  God,  for  he  does  not  give  the 

* Or born again (the Greek word has a double 
meaning)

† An allusion to Num 21:5–9

941 | John 2–3
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Fa ther’s  house  a mar ket place!” * 17  His 
dis ci ples re mem bered  that  it  was writ-
ten, “ Zeal  for  your  house  will de vour  me.” †

18  So  then  the Jew ish lead ers re spond-
ed, “ What  sign  can  you  show  us,  since  you 
 are do ing  these  things?” 19  Jesus re plied, 
“De stroy  this tem ple  and  in  three  days 
 I  will  raise  it  up  again.” 20  Then  the Jew-
ish lead ers  said  to  him, “ This tem ple  has 
 been un der con struc tion  for forty-six 
 years,  and  are  you go ing  to  raise  it  up  in 
 three  days?” 21  But  Jesus  was speak ing 
 about  the tem ple  of  his  body. 22  So af ter 
 he  was  raised  from  the  dead,  his dis ci-
ples re mem bered  that  he  had  said  this, 
 and  they be lieved  the scrip ture ‡  and  the 
say ing  that  Jesus  had spo ken.

Jesus at the Passover Feast
23  Now  while  Jesus  was  in Je ru sa lem  at 
 the  Feast  of  the Pass over,  many peo ple 
be lieved  in  his  name be cause  they  saw 
 the mi rac u lous  signs  he  was do ing. 24  But 
 Jesus  would  not en trust him self  to  them, 
be cause  he  knew  all peo ple. 25  He  did  not 
 need any one  to tes ti fy  about  man,  for  he 
 knew  what  was  in  man.

Conversation with Nicodemus

3  Now  a cer tain  man,  a Phar i see  named 
Nic o de mus,  who  was  a mem ber  of 

 the Jew ish rul ing coun cil, 2  came  to  Jesus 
 at  night  and  said  to  him, “Rab bi,  we  know 
 that  you  are  a teach er  who  has  come 
 from  God.  For  no  one  could per form  the 
mi rac u lous  signs  that  you  do un less  God 
 is  with  him.” 3  Jesus re plied, “ I  tell  you 
 the sol emn  truth, un less  a per son  is  born 
 from  above, a  he can not  see  the king dom 
 of  God.” 4 Nic o de mus  said  to  him, “ How 
 can  a  man  be  born  when  he  is  old?  He 
can not en ter  his moth er’s  womb  and  be 
 born  a sec ond  time,  can  he?”

5  Jesus an swered, “ I  tell  you  the sol emn 
 truth, un less  a per son  is  born  of wa ter 
 and spir it,  he can not en ter  the king-
dom  of  God. 6  What  is  born  of  the  flesh 
 is  flesh,  and  what  is  born  of  the Spir it  is 
spir it. 7  Do  not  be  amazed  that  I  said  to 
 you, ‘ You  must  all  be  born  from  above.’ 
8  The  wind  blows wher ev er  it  will,  and 
 you  hear  the  sound  it  makes,  but  do  not 
 know  where  it  comes  from  and  where 

 it  is go ing.  So  it  is  with ev ery one  who  is 
 born  of  the Spir it.”

9 Nic o de mus re plied, “ How  can  these 
 things  be?” 10  Jesus an swered, “ Are  you 
 the teach er  of Is ra el  and  yet  you  don’t 
un der stand  these  things? 11  I  tell  you  the 
sol emn  truth,  we  speak  about  what  we 
 know  and tes ti fy  about  what  we  have 
 seen,  but  you peo ple  do  not ac cept  our 
tes ti mo ny. 12  If  I  have  told  you peo ple 
 about earth ly  things  and  you  don’t be-
lieve,  how  will  you be lieve  if  I  tell  you 
 about heav en ly  things? 13  No  one  has 
as cend ed  into heav en ex cept  the  one 
 who de scend ed  from heav en— the  Son 
 of  Man. 14  Just  as Mo ses lift ed  up  the ser­
pent  in  the wil der ness, b  so  must  the  Son  of 
 Man  be lift ed  up, 15  so  that ev ery one  who 
be lieves  in  him  may  have eter nal  life.”

16  For  this  is  the  way  God  loved  the 
 world:  He  gave  his  one  and  only  Son, 
 so  that ev ery one  who be lieves  in  him 
 will  not per ish  but  have eter nal  life. 
17  For  God  did  not  send  his  Son  into  the 
 world  to con demn  the  world,  but  that 
 the  world  should  be  saved  through  him. 
18  The  one  who be lieves  in  him  is  not con-
demned.  The  one  who  does  not be lieve 
 has  been con demned al ready, be cause 
 he  has  not be lieved  in  the  name  of  the 
 one  and  only  Son  of  God. 19  Now  this  is 
 the ba sis  for judg ing:  that  the  light  has 
 come  into  the  world  and peo ple  loved 
 the dark ness rath er  than  the  light, be-
cause  their  deeds  were  evil. 20  For ev ery-
one  who  does  evil  deeds  hates  the  light 
 and  does  not  come  to  the  light,  so  that 
 their  deeds  will  not  be ex posed. 21  But  the 
 one  who prac tic es  the  truth  comes  to  the 
 light,  so  that  it  may  be plain ly ev i dent 
 that  his  deeds  have  been  done  in  God.

Further Testimony about 
Jesus by John the Baptist
22 Af ter  this,  Jesus  and  his dis ci ples 
 came  into Ju de an ter ri to ry,  and  there 
 he  spent  time  with  them  and  was bap tiz-
ing. 23  John  was  also bap tiz ing  at Ae non 

* Zech 14:21
† Ps 69:9
‡ Probably referring to Ps 69:9
a Or born again (the Greek word has a double meaning)
b An allusion to Num 21:5–9
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  I a am not inferior to you.
  Who does not know such 

things as these?
 4 I am a laughingstock b to my friends,
  I, who called on God and 

whom he answered c—
  a righteous and blameless d man
  is a laughingstock!
 5 For calamity, there is derision
  (according to the ideas of 

the fortunate)—
  a fate for those whose feet slip.
 6 But the tents of robbers 

are peaceful, e
  and those who provoke 

God are confident f—
  who carry their god in their hands.

Knowledge of God’s Wisdom 
 7 “But now, ask the animals 

and they will teach you,
  or the birds of the sky and 

they will tell you.
 8 Or speak to the earth and 

it will teach you,
  or let the fish of the sea 

declare to you.
 9 Which of all these does not know
  that the hand of the Lord 

has done this? g

 10 In his hand is the life of 
every creature

  and the breath of all the 
human h race.

 11 Does not the ear test words,
  as the tongue tastes food? i

 12 Is not wisdom found 
among the aged? j

  Does not long life bring 
understanding? k

 13 “With God are wisdom l and power; m
  counsel and understanding are his. n
 14 If he tears down, o it 

cannot be rebuilt; p
  if he imprisons a person, 

there is no escape.
 15 If he holds back the waters, q 

then they dry up; r
  if he releases them, they 

destroy the land. s

 16 With him are strength and prudence;
  both the one who goes astray
  and the one who misleads are his. t
 17 He leads counselors away stripped u

  and makes judges v into fools.
 18 He loosens the bonds of kings
  and binds a w loincloth 

around their waist.
 19 He leads priests away stripped
  and overthrows the potentates. x
 20 He deprives the trusted 

advisers of speech
  and takes away the 

discernment of elders. y
 21 He pours contempt on noblemen
  and disarms the powerful.
 22 He reveals the deep things 

of darkness, z
  and brings deep shadows aa 

into the light. ab

 23 He makes nations great, 
and destroys them; ac

  he extends the boundaries 
of nations ad

  and disperses them.
 24 He deprives the leaders of the earth
  of their understanding;
  he makes them wander
  in a trackless desert waste. ae

 25 They grope about in darkness 
without light; af

  he makes them stagger 
like drunkards. ag

Job Pleads His Cause to God 

13 “Indeed, my eyes have seen all this,
my ears have heard and 

understood it.
 2 What you ah know, I know also;
  I am not inferior to you!
 3 But I wish to speak to the Almighty,
  and I desire to argue my 

case with God. ai

 4 But you, however, are 
inventors of lies; aj

  all of you are worthless physicians!
 5 If only you would keep 

completely silent!
  For you, that would be wisdom. ak

 6 “Listen now to my argument,

a 12:3 Job 13:2    b 12:4 Job 21:3    c Ps 91:15    d Job 6:29    e 12:6 Job 22:18    f Job 9:24; 21:9    g 12:9 Isa 41:20    h 12:10 Job 27:3; 
33:4; Acts 17:28    i 12:11 Job 34:3    j 12:12 Job 15:10    k Job 32:7,9    l 12:13 Job 11:6    m Job 9:4    n Job 32:8; 38:36    o 12:14 Job 19:10    
p Job 37:7; Isa 25:2    q 12:15 1 Kgs 8:35    r 1 Kgs 17:1    s Gen 7:11    t 12:16 Job 13:7,9    u 12:17 Job 19:9    v Job 3:14    w 12:18 Ps 116:16    

x 12:19 Job 24:12,22; 34:20,28; 35:9    y 12:20 Job 32:9    z 12:22 1 Cor 4:5    aa Job 3:5    ab Dan 2:22    ac 12:23 Jer 25:9    ad Ps 107:38; 
Isa 9:3; 26:15    ae 12:24 Ps 107:40    af 12:25 Job 5:14    ag Ps 107:27; Isa 24:20    ah 13:2 Job 12:3    ai 13:3 Job 23:3-4    aj 13:4 Ps 119:69; 

Jer 23:32    ak 13:5 Prov 17:28
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Messengers from Babylon Visit Hezekiah

39  At  that  time Me ro dach Bal a dan  son  of Bal a dan,  king  of Bab-
ylon, a  sent let ters  and  a  gift  to Hez e ki ah,  for  he  heard  that 

Hez e ki ah  had  been  ill  and  had re cov ered. 2 Hez e ki ah wel comed  them 
 and  showed  them  his store house  with  its sil ver,  gold, b spic es,  and 
high-quality ol ive  oil,  as  well  as  his  whole ar mory  and ev ery thing  in 
 his trea sur ies. Hez e ki ah  showed  them ev ery thing  in  his pal ace  and 
 in  his  whole king dom. 3 Isa iah  the proph et vis it ed  King Hez e ki ah  and 
 asked  him, “ What  did  these  men  say?  Where  do  they  come  from?” Hez-
e ki ah re plied, “ They  come  from  the dis tant  land c  of Bab ylon.” 4 Isa iah 
 asked, “ What  have  they  seen  in  your pal ace?” Hez e ki ah re plied, “ They 
 have  seen ev ery thing  in  my pal ace.  I  showed  them ev ery thing  in  my 
trea sur ies.” 5 Isa iah  said  to Hez e ki ah, “Lis ten  to  the mes sage  of  the 
 Lord  of Heav en’s Ar mies: 6 ‘ Look,  a  time  is com ing  when ev ery thing 
 in  your pal ace  and  the  things  your an ces tors  have ac cu mu lat ed  to 
 this  day  will  be car ried  away  to Bab ylon; d noth ing  will  be  left,’  says 
 the  Lord. 7 ‘ Some  of  your  very  own de scen dants  whom  you fa ther 
 will  be tak en  away  and  will  be  made eu nuchs  in  the pal ace  of  the  king 
 of Bab ylon.’” e 8 Hez e ki ah  said  to Isa iah, “ The  Lord’ s mes sage  that  you 
 have an nounced  is ap pro pri ate.”  Then  he  thought, “ For  there  will  be 
 peace  and sta bil i ty dur ing  my life time.” f

The Lord Returns to Jerusalem

40   “Comfort, g comfort my people,”
  says your God.

 2 “Speak kindly h to Jerusalem and tell her
  that her time of warfare is over, i

  that her punishment is completed.
  For the Lord has made her pay double j for all her sins.”
 3 A voice cries out,
  “In the wilderness clear a way k for the Lord;
  build a level road through the rift valley for our God. l

 4 Every valley must be elevated,
  and every mountain and hill leveled.
  The rough terrain will become a level plain, m

  the rugged landscape a wide valley.
 5 The splendor of the Lord will be revealed,
  and all people will see it at the same time. n

  For the Lord has decreed o it.”
 6 A voice says, “Cry out!”
  Another asks, “What should I cry out?”
  The first voice responds: “All people are like grass, p

  and all their promises are like the flowers in the field.
 7 The grass dries up,
  the flowers wither,
  when the wind q sent by the Lord blows on them.
  Surely humanity is like grass.
 8 The grass dries up,
  the flowers wither,
  but the decree r of our God is forever s reliable.”
 9 Go up on a high mountain, O herald t Zion.
  Shout out loudly, O herald Jerusalem!
  Shout, don’t be afraid!
  Say to the towns of Judah,
  “Here is your God!” u

a 39:1 2 Chr 32:31
b 39:2 2 Kgs 18:15
c 39:3 Deut 28:49
d 39:6 2 Kgs 24:13; 
Jer 20:5

e 39:7 2 Kgs 24:15; 
Dan 1:1-7

f 39:8 2 Chr 32:26
g 40:1 Isa 12:1; 49:13; 
51:3,12; 52:9; 61:2; 
66:13; Jer 31:13; Zeph 
3:14-17; 2 Cor 1:3

h 40:2 Isa 35:4
i Isa 41:11-13; 49:25
j Isa 61:7; Jer 16:18; Zech 
9:12; Rev 18:6

k 40:3 Mal 3:1
l Matt 3:3*; Mark 1:3*; 
John 1:23*

m 40:4 Isa 45:2,13
n 40:5 Isa 52:10; Luke 
3:4-6*

o Isa 1:20; 58:14
p 40:6 Job 14:2
q 40:7 Job 41:21
r 40:8 Isa 55:11; 59:21
s Matt 5:18; 1 Pet 
1:24-25*

t 40:9 Isa 52:7-10; 61:1; 
Rom 10:15

u Isa 25:9
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 the mi rac u lous  signs  he  was do ing. 24  But 
 Jesus  would  not en trust him self  to  them, 
be cause  he  knew  all peo ple. 25  He  did  not 
 need any one  to tes ti fy  about  man,  for  he 
 knew  what  was  in  man.

Conversation with Nicodemus

3  Now  a cer tain  man,  a Phar i see  named 
Nic o de mus,  who  was  a mem ber  of  the 

Jew ish rul ing coun cil, 2  came  to  Jesus  at 
 night  and  said  to  him, “Rab bi,  we  know 
 that  you  are  a teach er  who  has  come 
 from  God.  For  no  one  could per form  the 
mi rac u lous  signs  that  you  do un less  God 
 is  with  him.” 3  Jesus re plied, “ I  tell  you  the 
sol emn  truth, un less  a per son  is  born 
 from  above, *  he can not  see  the king dom 
 of  God.” 4 Nic o de mus  said  to  him, “ How 
 can  a  man  be  born  when  he  is  old?  He 
can not en ter  his moth er’s  womb  and  be 
 born  a sec ond  time,  can  he?”

5  Jesus an swered, “ I  tell  you  the sol emn 
 truth, un less  a per son  is  born  of wa ter 
 and spir it,  he can not en ter  the king-
dom  of  God. 6  What  is  born  of  the  flesh 
 is  flesh,  and  what  is  born  of  the Spir it  is 
spir it. 7  Do  not  be  amazed  that  I  said  to 
 you, ‘ You  must  all  be  born  from  above.’ 
8  The  wind  blows wher ev er  it  will,  and 
 you  hear  the  sound  it  makes,  but  do  not 
 know  where  it  comes  from  and  where 
 it  is go ing.  So  it  is  with ev ery one  who  is 
 born  of  the Spir it.”

9 Nic o de mus re plied, “ How  can  these 
 things  be?” 10  Jesus an swered, “ Are  you 
 the teach er  of Is ra el  and  yet  you  don’t 
un der stand  these  things? 11  I  tell  you  the 
sol emn  truth,  we  speak  about  what  we 
 know  and tes ti fy  about  what  we  have 
 seen,  but  you peo ple  do  not ac cept  our 
tes ti mo ny. 12  If  I  have  told  you peo ple 
 about earth ly  things  and  you  don’t be-
lieve,  how  will  you be lieve  if  I  tell  you 
 about heav en ly  things? 13  No  one  has as-
cend ed  into heav en ex cept  the  one  who 
de scend ed  from heav en— the  Son  of  Man. 
14  Just  as Mo ses lift ed  up  the ser pent  in  the 
wil der ness, †  so  must  the  Son  of  Man  be 
lift ed  up, 15  so  that ev ery one  who be lieves 
 in  him  may  have eter nal  life.”

16  For  this  is  the  way  God  loved  the 
 world:  He  gave  his  one  and  only  Son,  so 
 that ev ery one  who be lieves  in  him  will 
 not per ish  but  have eter nal  life. 17  For  God 
 did  not  send  his  Son  into  the  world  to 
con demn  the  world,  but  that  the  world 
 should  be  saved  through  him. 18  The  one 
 who be lieves  in  him  is  not con demned. 
 The  one  who  does  not be lieve  has  been 

con demned al ready, be cause  he  has  not 
be lieved  in  the  name  of  the  one  and  only 
 Son  of  God. 19  Now  this  is  the ba sis  for 
judg ing:  that  the  light  has  come  into 
 the  world  and peo ple  loved  the dark-
ness rath er  than  the  light, be cause  their 
 deeds  were  evil. 20  For ev ery one  who  does 
 evil  deeds  hates  the  light  and  does  not 
 come  to  the  light,  so  that  their  deeds  will 
 not  be ex posed. 21  But  the  one  who prac-
tic es  the  truth  comes  to  the  light,  so  that 
 it  may  be plain ly ev i dent  that  his  deeds 
 have  been  done  in  God.

Further Testimony about 
Jesus by John the Baptist
22 Af ter  this,  Jesus  and  his dis ci ples 
 came  into Ju de an ter ri to ry,  and  there  he 
 spent  time  with  them  and  was bap tiz-
ing. 23  John  was  also bap tiz ing  at Ae non 
 near Sa lim, be cause wa ter  was plen ti ful 
 there,  and peo ple  were com ing  to  him 
 and be ing bap tized. 24 ( For  John  had  not 
 yet  been  thrown  into pris on.)

25  Now  a dis pute  came  about be tween 
 some  of  John’s dis ci ples  and  a cer tain  Jew 
con cern ing cer e mo ni al wash ing. 26  So 
 they  came  to  John  and  said  to  him, “Rab-
bi,  the  one  who  was  with  you  on  the oth-
er  side  of  the Jor dan Riv er,  about  whom 
 you tes ti fied— see,  he  is bap tiz ing,  and 
ev ery one  is flock ing  to  him!”

27  John re plied, “ No  one  can re ceive 
any thing un less  it  has  been giv en  to 
 him  from heav en. 28  You your selves  can 
tes ti fy  that  I  said, ‘ I  am  not  the  Christ,’ 
 but rath er, ‘ I  have  been  sent be fore  him.’ 
29  The  one  who  has  the  bride  is  the bride-
groom.  The  friend  of  the bride groom, 
 who  stands  by  and lis tens  for  him, re-
joic es great ly  when  he  hears  the bride-
groom’s  voice.  This  then  is  my  joy,  and  it 
 is com plete. 30  He  must be come  more im-
por tant  while  I be come  less im por tant.”

31  The  one  who  comes  from  above  is 
su pe ri or  to  all.  The  one  who  is  from  the 
 earth be longs  to  the  earth  and  speaks 
 about earth ly  things.  The  one  who  comes 
 from heav en  is su pe ri or  to  all. 32  He tes-
ti fies  about  what  he  has  seen  and  heard, 
 but  no  one ac cepts  his tes ti mo ny. 33  The 
 one  who  has ac cept ed  his tes ti mo ny  has 
con firmed clear ly  that  God  is truth ful. 
34  For  the  one  whom  God  has  sent  speaks 
 the  words  of  God,  for  he  does  not  give  the 

* Or born again (the Greek word has a double 
meaning)

† An allusion to Num 21:5–9
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1531 John 3:29

INSPIRATION
The meeting between Jesus 
and Nicodemus was more 
than an encounter between 
two religious figures. It was a 
collision between two philoso-
phies. Two opposing views on 
salvation.

Nicodemus thought the person 
did the work; Jesus says God 
does the work.

These two views encompass all 
views. All the world religions 
can be placed in one of two 
camps: legalism or grace.

A legalist believes the supreme 
force behind salvation is you. If 
you look right, speak right, and 
belong to the right segment 
of the right group, you will be 
saved. The brunt of responsi-
bility doesn’t lie with God; it lies 
within you.

Spirituality, Jesus says, comes 
not from church attendance or 
good deeds or correct doctrine, 
but from heaven itself. Such 
words must have set Nicodemus 
back on his heels. But Jesus was 
just getting started.

Salvation is God’s business. 
Grace is his idea, his work, 
and his expense. He offers it 
to whom he desires, when he 
desires. Our job in the process is 
to inform the people, not screen 
the people.

The question must have been 
written all over Nicodemus’s 
face. Why would God do this? 
What would motivate him to 
offer such a gift? What Jesus 
told Nicodemus, Nicodemus 
could never have imagined. The 
motive behind the gift of new 
birth? Love. “For God so loved 
the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life” (v. 16).

Nicodemus has never heard 
such words. Never. He has had 
many discussions of salvation. 
But this is the first in which no 
rules were given. No system 
was offered. No code or ritual. 
“Everyone who believes can 
have eternal life in him,” Jesus 

4 “How can some one be born when they are old?” Nic o de mus 
 asked. “Sure ly they can not en ter a sec ond time into  their moth­
er’s womb to be born!”

5  Jesus an swered, “Very tru ly I tell you, no one can en ter the 
king dom of God un less they are born of wa ter and the Spir it. 
6 Flesh  gives  birth to  flesh, but the Spir it a  gives  birth to spir it. 
7 You  should not be sur prised at my say ing, ‘You b must be born 
 again.’ 8 The wind  blows wher ev er it pleas es. You hear its  sound, 
but you can not tell  where it  comes from or  where it is go ing. So 
it is with ev ery one born of the Spir it.” c

9 “How can this be?” Nic o de mus asked.
10 “You are Is ra el’s teach er,” said  Jesus, “and do you not un der­

stand  these  things? 11 Very tru ly I tell you, we  speak of what we 
know, and we tes ti fy to what we have seen, but  still you peo ple 
do not ac cept our tes ti mo ny. 12 I have spo ken to you of earth ly 
 things and you do not be lieve; how then will you be lieve if I 
 speak of heav en ly  things? 13 No one has ever gone into heav en 
ex cept the one who came from heav en —  the Son of Man. d 14 Just 
as Mo ses lift ed up the  snake in the wil der ness, so the Son of Man 
must be lift ed up, e 15 that ev ery one who be lieves may have eter­
nal life in him.” f

16 For God so  loved the  world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that who ev er be lieves in him  shall not per ish but have eter­
nal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the  world to con­
demn the  world, but to save the  world  through him. 18 Who ev er 
be lieves in him is not con demned, but who ev er does not be lieve 
 stands con demned al ready be cause they have not be lieved in 
the name of  God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the ver dict:  Light 
has come into the  world, but peo ple  loved dark ness in stead of 
 light be cause  their  deeds were evil. 20 Every one who does evil 
hates the  light, and will not come into the  light for fear that 
 their  deeds will be ex posed. 21 But who ever lives by the  truth 
comes into the  light, so that it may be seen plain ly that what 
they have done has been done in the  sight of God.

John Testifies Again About  Jesus
22 Af ter this,  Jesus and his dis ci ples went out into the Ju de an 

coun try side,  where he  spent some time with them, and bap­
tized. 23 Now John also was bap tiz ing at Ae non near Sa lim, be­
cause  there was plen ty of wa ter, and peo ple were com ing and 
be ing bap tized. 24 (This was be fore John was put in pris on.) 25 An 
ar gu ment de vel oped be tween some of  John’s dis ci ples and a 
cer tain Jew over the mat ter of cer e mo ni al wash ing. 26 They came 
to John and said to him, “Rab bi, that man who was with you 
on the oth er side of the Jor dan —  the one you tes ti fied  about —  
look, he is bap tiz ing, and ev ery one is go ing to him.”

27 To this John re plied, “A per son can re ceive only what is giv­
en them from heav en. 28 You your selves can tes ti fy that I said, 
‘I am not the Mes si ah but am sent  ahead of him.’ 29 The  bride 
be longs to the bride groom. The  friend who at tends the bride­
groom  waits and lis tens for him, and is full of joy when he  hears 

a 6 Or but spirit    b 7 The Greek is plural.    c 8 The Greek for Spirit is the 
same as that for wind.    d 13 Some manuscripts Man, who is in heaven    
e 14 The Greek for lifted up also means exalted.    f 15 Some interpreters end 
the quotation with verse 21.    
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born of wa ter and the Spir it. 6 Flesh  gives  birth 
to  flesh, but the Spir it c  gives  birth to spir it. 7 You 
 should not be sur prised at my say ing, ‘You d must 
be born  again.’ 8 The wind  blows wher ev er it pleas­
es. You hear its  sound, but you can not tell  where 
it  comes from or  where it is go ing. So it is with 
ev ery one born of the Spir it.” e

9 “How can this be?” Nic o de mus asked.
10 “You are Is ra el’s teach er,” said  Jesus, “and 

do you not un der stand  these  things? 11 Very tru­
ly I tell you, we  speak of what we know, and we 
tes ti fy to what we have seen, but  still you peo ple 
do not ac cept our tes ti mo ny. 12 I have spo ken to 
you of earth ly  things and you do not be lieve; how 
then will you be lieve if I  speak of heav en ly  things? 
13 No one has ever gone into heav en ex cept the one 
who came from heav en —  the Son of Man. f 14 Just 
as Mo ses lift ed up the  snake in the wil der ness, so 
the Son of Man must be lift ed up, g 15 that ev ery one 
who be lieves may have eter nal life in him.” h

16 For God so  loved the  world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that who ev er be lieves in him 
 shall not per ish but have eter nal life. 17 For God did 
not send his Son into the  world to con demn the 
 world, but to save the  world  through him. 18 Who­
ev er be lieves in him is not con demned, but who­
ev er does not be lieve  stands con demned al ready 
be cause they have not be lieved in the name of 

18 The Jews then re spond ed to him, “What sign 
can you show us to  prove your au thor i ty to do all 
this?”

19  Jesus an swered them, “De stroy this tem ple, 
and I will  raise it  again in  three days.”

20 They re plied, “It has tak en for ty­six  years to 
 build this tem ple, and you are go ing to  raise it in 
 three days?” 21 But the tem ple he had spo ken of 
was his body. 22 Af ter he was  raised from the dead, 
his dis ci ples re called what he had said. Then they 
be lieved the scrip ture and the  words that  Jesus 
had spo ken.

23 Now  while he was in Je ru sa lem at the Pass­
over Fes ti val, many peo ple saw the  signs he was 
per form ing and be lieved in his name. a 24 But  Jesus 
 would not en trust him self to them, for he knew 
all peo ple. 25 He did not need any tes ti mo ny  about 
man kind, for he knew what was in each per son.

 Jesus Teaches Nicodemus

3 Now  there was a Phar i see, a man  named Nic­
o de mus who was a mem ber of the Jew ish rul­

ing coun cil. 2 He came to  Jesus at  night and said, 
“Rab bi, we know that you are a teach er who has 
come from God. For no one  could per form the 
 signs you are do ing if God were not with him.”

3  Jesus re plied, “Very tru ly I tell you, no one 
can see the king dom of God un less they are born 
again. b ”

4 “How can some one be born when they are old?” 
Nic o de mus  asked. “Sure ly they can not en ter a sec­
ond time into  their moth er’s womb to be born!”

5  Jesus an swered, “Very tru ly I tell you, no one 
can en ter the king dom of God un less they are 

a 23 Or in him    b 3 The Greek for again also means from 
above; also in verse 7.    c 6 Or but spirit    d 7 The Greek 
is plural.    e 8 The Greek for Spirit is the same as that for 
wind.    f 13 Some manuscripts Man, who is in heaven    
g 14 The Greek for lifted up also means exalted.    
h 15 Some interpreters end the quotation with verse 21.    

PROFILE in Leadership

Jesus:
God’s Son, God’s Leader
John 3:1–21

A Pharisee named Nicodemus recognized something 
special about Jesus, something that set him apart 
from the many other religious types he had met. Jesus 
seemed to possess a unique authority in everything 
he did or said. So this zealous leader rightly confessed 
to Jesus, “No one could perform the signs you are do-
ing if God were not with him” (Jn 3:2). With that state-
ment, Nicodemus showed how close he had come to 
understanding the true identity of Jesus Christ.

In his conversation with Nicodemus— and in the 
encounter with the Samaritan woman at the well and 
in a series of miracles and teachings that followed  
(Jn 4–6)— Jesus established himself in word and in deed 
as the One God had sent to be the Savior of the world.

While Nicodemus recognized that God had sent 
Jesus, there was much more to it than that. Christ 
wasn’t just sent of God; he was God in the flesh, the 
Son of the true and living God.

Since none of us can claim Jesus’ lofty heritage, 
none of us can exactly match the kind of leadership 
expressed by the Lord Jesus Christ when he walked 
the earth. But we can look to him as our model and 
example of perfect leadership, and rely on the Holy 
Spirit (as he did) to empower our leadership.

JOHN 3:181191
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3:3– 10 Nicodemus was confused by Jesus’ emphasis on re­
birth. The word “again” (Gk. anothen) has several meanings: 
“from conception” or “the very beginning,” “anew” or “a sec­
ond time,” “from above” or “from God.” Nicodemus knew a 
physical rebirth was impossible. “Spirit” (Gk. pneuma) can also 
mean “wind,” depending on the context. Jesus used the word 
to illustrate the Spirit’s activity. Jesus made the point to Nico­
demus that he must be born of the Spirit in order to under­
stand the spiritual things of God.
3:13 Jesus described himself as the One who descended from 
heaven, the Son of Man. The description “Son of Man” appears 
more than 80 times in the gospels, but only four times in the 
NT outside the gospels. “Son of Man” points to Jesus’ special 

ministry and commission from God; his suffering, death and 
resurrection; and his return.
3:14– 15 John stressed both the shame of the cross and the 
majesty of the resurrection throughout his gospel. God pun­
ished the Israelites in the wilderness with deadly serpents af­
ter they had complained and spoken against God and Moses 
(see Nu 21:4– 9). Many people were bitten and died. when the 
people repented and begged for mercy, God told Moses to lift 
a fiery serpent high upon a pole within the camp. God prom­
ised that anyone looking at the raised bronze serpent would 
be healed of the snake’s venomous bite and saved from death. 
The OT incident pointed to Jesus, who would be lifted up on a 
cross as the sacrifice necessary for salvation.

do you not un der stand  these  things? 11 Very 
tru ly I tell you, we  speak of what we know, 
and we tes ti fy to what we have seen, but  still 
you peo ple do not ac cept our tes ti mo ny. 12 I 
have spo ken to you of earth ly  things and you 
do not be lieve; how then will you be lieve if I 
 speak of heav en ly  things? 13 No one has ever 
gone into heav en ex cept the one who came 
from heav en —  the Son of Man. e 14 Just as 
Mo ses lift ed up the  snake in the wil der ness, 
so the Son of Man must be lift ed up, f 15 that 
ev ery one who be lieves may have eter nal life 
in him.” g

16 For God so  loved the  world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that who ev er be lieves 
in him  shall not per ish but have eter nal 

one  could per form the  signs you are do ing if 
God were not with him.”

3  Jesus re plied, “Very tru ly I tell you, no one 
can see the king dom of God un less they are 
born again. a ”

4 “How can some one be born when they 
are old?” Nic o de mus  asked. “Sure ly they 
can not en ter a sec ond time into  their moth­
er’s womb to be born!”

5  Jesus an swered, “Very tru ly I tell you, no 
one can en ter the king dom of God un less 
they are born of wa ter and the Spir it. 6 Flesh 
 gives  birth to  flesh, but the Spir it b  gives  birth 
to spir it. 7 You  should not be sur prised at 
my say ing, ‘You c must be born  again.’ 8 The 
wind  blows wher ev er it pleas es. You hear its 
 sound, but you can not tell  where it  comes 
from or  where it is go ing. So it is with ev ery­
one born of the Spir it.” d

9 “How can this be?” Nic o de mus asked.
10 “You are Is ra el’s teach er,” said  Jesus, “and 

a 3 The Greek for again also means from above; also in verse 7.    
b 6 Or but spirit    c 7 The Greek is plural.    d 8 The Greek 
for Spirit is the same as that for wind.    e 13 Some 
manuscripts Man, who is in heaven    f 14 The Greek for 
lifted up also means exalted.    g 15 Some interpreters end 
the quotation with verse 21.    
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Healing Peter’s mother­in­law Mt 8:14–15; Mk 1:30–31; Lk 4:38–39

Raising Jairus’ daughter Mt 9:18,23–25

Healing the hemorrhaging woman Mt 9:20–22; Mk 5:25–34; Lk 8:43–48

Healing the Canaanite woman’s daughter Mt 15:21–28; Mk 7:24–30

Raising the widow of Nain’s son Lk 7:11–15

Healing the infirm woman Lk 13:11–13

Turning water into wine at the wedding in Cana at request of Jesus’ mother Jn 2:1–11

Jesus’ Miracles Among Women

9780785212379_int_05_matt_acts_niv_wsb_FINAL.indd   1528 7/20/17   10:44 AM

TEXT SAMPLE - 10.5 POINT

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• Inspiring articles by Anne Graham 

Lotz, Nancy Leigh DeMoss, Roberta 
Hromas, Linda Dillow, Kathy Troccoli, 
and more

• More than 100 character portraits of 
women in the Bible

• More than 300 articles on topics  
for women

• Hundreds of insightful quotes by 
inspiring women throughout history

• Topical index to Scriptures and  
special features

• 10.5-point print size

NIV, THE WOMAN’S STUDY BIBLE, FULL-COLOR

 
ISBN-13 STYLE PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED RIBBON EDGING CARTON Q
Full Bible (6.2 x 9.2, 2080 pages, 10.5 point type) 
9780785212379 9932 $49.99 Hardcover Jacket Multicolor N 1 Plain 8
9780785215158 9932A $59.99 Hardcover 2-piece box Blue/Floral  N 1 Plain 8 
9780785215110 9933 $79.99 Leathersoft™ 2-piece box Brown/Blue  N 1 Silver-Gilded 8

ALSO AVAILABLE IN NKJV PAGE 16

Dorothy Kelley Patterson serves as professor of theology in women’s studies at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. Dr. Patterson has authored a number of books and 
articles, including: Touched by Greatness: Women in the Life of Moses, The Handbook for Ministers’ 
Wives, The Family: Unchanging Principles for Changing Times, and several others. 

Rhonda Kelley is president’s wife and adjunct professor of women’s ministry at New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary in New Orleans, Louisiana. She is a frequent speaker for women as well 
as an author of several books including Divine Disciple, Life Lessons for Women of the Bible, and 
Personal Holiness: A Biblical Study for Developing a Holy Lifestyle. She is also the associate director for 
Innovative Evangelism, a local non-profit evangelical organization.

The Woman’s Study Bible poignantly reveals the Word of God to women, inviting them to receive God’s truth for balance, 
hope, and transformation. Special features designed to speak to a woman’s heart appear throughout the Bible text, 
revealing Scripture-based insights about how godly womanhood grows from a woman’s identity as a Christ-follower and 
a child of the kingdom.

Now with a beautiful full-color redesign, The Woman’s Study Bible reflects the contributions of more than 80 women 
from a wide variety of ethnic, denominational, educational, and occupational backgrounds. More than 1.5 million 
copies sold.

       Also available in Spanish.S

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• The entire NIV text arranged in 

chronological order

•  Engaging exploration of biblical 
events and the history of God’s people

•  Opens up the study of the Bible to 
world history enthusiasts who are 
fascinated with places, artifacts, and 
cultures

•  Translators’ notes, in chronological 
order

•  Full-color illustrations

•  Daily life notes explain how people 
lived in Bible times

•  Time panels and charts illustrate the 
flow of biblical history

•  10-point print size

The Chronological Study Bible is the first study Bible to present the text of the New International Version in 
chronological order—the order in which the events actually happened—with notes, articles, and full-color graphics 
that connect the reader to the history and culture of Bible times.

NIV, CHRONOLOGICAL STUDY BIBLE

 
ISBN-13 STYLE PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED RIBBON EDGING CARTON Q
Full Bible (6-3/8 x 9-3/16, 1664 pages, 10 point type) 
9781401680114 4382 $49.99  Hardcover Jacket N/A N 1 Plain 12
9780718009823 4383RST $79.99  Leathersoft™ 2-piece box Rich Stone/Rich Midnight Blue N 1 Silver-Gilded 12
9781401680275 4383A $79.99  Leathersoft™ 2-piece box Earth Brown/Auburn N 1 Gold-Gilded 12

John 3:22  | 967

its  sound, but you can not tell  where it 
 comes from or  where it is go ing. So it is 
with ev ery one born of the Spir it.” f

9 “How can this be?” Nic o de mus 
asked.

10 “You are Is ra el’s teach er,” said 
 Jesus, “and do you not un der stand 
 these  things? 11 Very tru ly I tell you, 
we  speak of what we know, and we 
tes ti fy to what we have seen, but  still 
you peo ple do not ac cept our tes ti mo­
ny. 12 I have spo ken to you of earth ly 
 things and you do not be lieve; how then 
will you be lieve if I  speak of heav en ly 
 things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heav en ex cept the one who came from 
heav en —  the Son of Man. g 14 Just as 
Mo ses lift ed up the  snake in the wil der­
ness, so the Son of Man must be lift ed 
up, h 15 that ev ery one who be lieves may 
have eter nal life in him.” i

16 For God so  loved the  world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that who­
ev er be lieves in him  shall not per ish 
but have eter nal life. 17 For God did 
not send his Son into the  world to con­
demn the  world, but to save the  world 
 through him. 18 Who ev er be lieves in 
him is not con demned, but who ev er 
does not be lieve  stands con demned al­
ready be cause they have not be lieved 
in the name of  God’s one and only Son. 
19 This is the ver dict:  Light has come 
into the  world, but peo ple  loved dark­
ness in stead of  light be cause  their 
 deeds were evil. 20 Every one who does 
evil hates the  light, and will not come 
into the  light for fear that  their  deeds 
will be ex posed. 21 But who ever lives 
by the  truth comes into the  light, so 
that it may be seen plain ly that what 
they have done has been done in the 
 sight of God.

John Testifies Again About Jesus
22 Af ter this,  Jesus and his dis ci ples 

went out into the Ju de an coun try side, 

“What sign can you show us to  prove 
your au thor i ty to do all this?”

19 Jesus an swered them, “De stroy 
this tem ple, and I will  raise it  again in 
 three days.”

20 They re plied, “It has tak en for­
ty­six  years to  build this tem ple, and 
you are go ing to  raise it in  three days?” 
21 But the tem ple he had spo ken of was 
his body. 22 Af ter he was  raised from 
the dead, his dis ci ples re called what 
he had said. Then they be lieved the 
scrip ture and the  words that  Jesus had 
 spo ken.

23 Now  while he was in Je ru sa lem at 
the Pass over Fes ti val, many peo ple saw 
the  signs he was per form ing and be­
lieved in his name. b 24 But  Jesus  would 
not en trust him self to them, for he 
knew all peo ple. 25 He did not need any 
tes ti mo ny  about man kind, for he knew 
what was in each per son.

Jesus Teaches Nicodemus

3 Now  there was a Phar i see, a man 
 named Nic o de mus who was a 

mem ber of the Jew ish rul ing coun cil. 
2 He came to  Jesus at  night and said, 
“Rab bi, we know that you are a teach­
er who has come from God. For no one 
 could per form the  signs you are do ing 
if God were not with him.”

3 Jesus re plied, “Very tru ly I tell you, 
no one can see the king dom of God un­
less they are born again. c ”

4 “How can some one be born when 
they are old?” Nic o de mus  asked. “Sure­
ly they can not en ter a sec ond time into 
 their moth er’s womb to be born!”

5 Jesus an swered, “Very tru ly I tell 
you, no one can en ter the king dom of 
God un less they are born of wa ter and 
the Spir it. 6 Flesh  gives  birth to  flesh, 
but the Spir it d  gives  birth to spir it. 7 You 
 should not be sur prised at my say ing, 
‘You e must be born  again.’ 8 The wind 
 blows wher ev er it pleas es. You hear 

a 17 Psalm 69:9    b 23 Or in him    c 3 The Greek for again also means from above; also in 
verse 7.    d 6 Or but spirit    e 7 The Greek is plural.    f 8 The Greek for Spirit is the same as that for 
wind.    g 13 Some manuscripts Man, who is in heaven    h 14 The Greek for lifted up also means exalted.    
i 15 Some interpreters end the quotation with verse 21.    
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John 3:12 N 1570 n

ver dict:  Light f has come into the  world, but peo-
ple  loved dark ness in stead of  light be cause  their 
 deeds were evil. 20 Every one who does evil hates 
the  light, and will not come into the  light for fear 
that  their  deeds will be ex posed. g 21 But who ever 
lives by the  truth comes into the  light, so that it 
may be seen plain ly that what they have done 
has been done in the  sight of God.

// John testifies again about Jesus
22 Af ter this,  Jesus and his dis ci ples went out 

into the Ju de an coun try side,  where he  spent 
some time with them, and bap tized. h 23 Now John 
also was bap tiz ing at Ae non near Sa lim, be cause 
 there was plen ty of wa ter, and peo ple were com-
ing and be ing bap tized. 24 (This was be fore John 
was put in pris on.) i 25 An ar gu ment de vel oped 

I tell you, we  speak of what we know, s and we 
tes ti fy to what we have seen, but  still you peo-
ple do not ac cept our tes ti mo ny. t 12 I have spo ken 
to you of earth ly  things and you do not be lieve; 
how then will you be lieve if I  speak of heav en ly 
 things? 13 No one has ever gone into heav en u ex-
cept the one who came from heav en v —  the Son 
of Man. a 14 Just as Mo ses lift ed up the  snake in 
the wil der ness, w so the Son of Man must be lift-
ed up, b x 15 that ev ery one who be lieves y may have 
eter nal life in him.” c

16 For God so  loved z the  world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that who ev er be lieves in him 
 shall not per ish but have eter nal life. a 17 For God 
did not send his Son into the  world b to con demn 
the  world, but to save the  world  through him. c 
18 Who ev er be lieves in him is not con demned, d 
but who ev er does not be lieve  stands con demned 
al ready be cause they have not be lieved in the 
name of  God’s one and only Son. e 19 This is the 

3:11 s Jn 1:18; 7:16,  
17 t ver 32
3:13 u Pr 30:4; 
Ac 2:34; Eph 4:8-10 
v Jn 6:38,  42
3:14 w Nu 21:8,  9 
x Jn 8:28; 12:32
3:15 y ver 16,  36
3:16 z Ro 5:8; 
Eph 2:4; 1Jn 4:9,  10 
a ver 36; Jn 6:29,  40; 
11:25,  26
3:17 b Jn 6:29,  57; 
10:36; 11:42; 17:8,  
21; 20:21 c Jn 12:47; 
1Jn 4:14
3:18 d Jn 5:24 
e 1Jn 4:9

3:19 f Jn 1:4; 8:12
3:20 g Eph 5:11,  13
3:22 h Jn 4:2
3:24 i Mt 4:12; 14:3

a 13 Some manuscripts Man, who is in heaven    b 14 The Greek for lifted 
up also means exalted .    c 15 Some interpreters end the quotation with 
verse 21 .    

3:11 you . . . do not accept our testimony. The plural “you” here 
refers back to the “we” of v . 2, where Nicodemus was speaking as 
a representative of his nation Israel (“we know”) .  Jesus replies in v . 
11 with “you” indicating that Nicodemus’s unbelief was typical of 
the nation as a collective whole .

3:13 no one has ever gone into heaven. This verse contradicts 
other religious systems’ claims to special revelation from God . Only 
He had His permanent abode in heaven prior to His incarnation 
and, therefore, only He has the true knowledge regarding heavenly 
wisdom (cf . Pr 30:4) .

3:14 so the Son of Man must be lifted up. Cf . 8:28; 12:32, 34; 
18:31, 32 . This is a veiled prediction of  Jesus’ death on the cross . 
 Jesus referred to the story of Nu 21:5– 9 where the Israelite people 
who looked at the serpent lifted up by Moses were healed . The 
point of this illustration or analogy is in the “lifted up .” Just as 
Moses lifted up the snake on the pole so that all who looked upon 
it might live physically, those who look to Christ, who was “lifted 
up” on the cross, will live spiritually and eternally .

3:15 eternal life. This is the first of 17 references to “eternal life” 
in John’s gospel . The same Gr . phrase is translated in some ver-
sions as “everlasting life .” The two expressions appear in the NT 
nearly 50 times . Eternal life refers not only to eternal quantity but 
also to divine quality of life . It means lit . “life of the age to come” 
and refers therefore to resurrection and heavenly existence in per-
fect glory and holiness . This life for believers in the Lord  Jesus 
is experienced before heaven is reached . This “eternal life” is in 
essence nothing less than participation in the eternal life of the Liv-
ing Word,  Jesus Christ . It is the life of God in every believer, yet not 
fully manifest until the resurrection (Ro 8:19– 23; Php 3:20, 21) .

3:16 For God so loved the world. The Son’s mission is bound up 
in the supreme love of God for the evil, sinful “world” of human-
ity (cf . 6:32, 51; 12:47; see notes on 1:9; Mt 5:44, 45) that is in 
rebellion against Him . The word “so” emphasizes the intensity or 
greatness of His love . The Father gave His unique and beloved Son 
to die on behalf of sinful men (see note on 2Co 5:21) . eternal life. 
See note on v. 15; cf . 17:3; 1Jn 5:20 .

3:18 believed in the name. This phrase (lit . “to believe into the 
name”) means more than mere intellectual assent to the claims of 

the gospel . It includes trust and commitment to Christ as Lord and 
Savior that results in receiving a new nature (v . 7) that produces a 
change in heart and obedience to the Lord (see note on 2:23, 24) .

3:22– 36 This section constitutes John the Baptist’s last testimony 
in this gospel regarding Christ . As his ministry faded away,  Jesus’ 
ministry moved to the forefront . In spite of the fact that John 
the Baptist received widespread fame in Israel and was generally 
accepted by the common people of the land as well as those who 
were social outcasts, his testimony regarding  Jesus was rejected, 
especially by the leaders of Israel (cf . Mt 3:5– 10; Lk 7:29) .

3:22 into the Judean countryside. While the previous episode with 
Nicodemus took place in Jerusalem (2:23), which was part of Judea, 
the phrase here means that  Jesus went out into the rural areas of 
that region . baptized. Chapter 4:2 specifically says that  Jesus did 
not personally baptize but that His disciples carried on this work .

3:23 aenon near Salim. The exact location of this reference is dis-
puted . The phrase may refer to either Salim near Shechem or Salim 
that is six mi . S of Beth Shan . Both are in the region of Samaria . 
Aenon is a transliterated Heb . word meaning “springs,” and both 
of these possible sites have “plenty of water .” 

3:24 before John was put in prison. This provides another indi-
cation that John supplemented the Synoptic Gospels by provid-
ing additional information that helps further understanding of 
the movements of John the Baptist and  Jesus (see Introduction) . 
In Matthew and Mark, Christ’s temptation is followed by John’s 
imprisonment . With this phrase, John the apostle fills in the slot 
between  Jesus’ baptism and temptation and the Baptist’s impris-
onment .

3:25 an argument developed. The argument probably concerned 
the relation of the baptismal ministries of John and  Jesus to the 
Jews’ purification practices alluded to in 2:6 . The real underlying 
impetus, however, centered in the concern of John’s disciples that 
 Jesus was in competition with him .

3:25– 36 This section may be divided into three parts that highlight 
the significance of what was occurring in relationship to John’s and 
 Jesus’ ministry: 1) John the Baptist constituted the end of the old 
age (vv . 25– 29); 2) the transition to  Jesus’ ministry (v . 30); and 
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Dr. Charles Stanley is pastor of the 16,000-member First Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia, and is head of the international 
In Touch®  Ministries. He has twice been elected president of the Southern Baptist Convention and is known internationally 
through his radio and television program In Touch with Charles Stanley. His many bestselling books include When the 
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NASB, THE CHARLES F. STANLEY LIFE 
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• New American Standard Bible® text for 
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daily application

• “Life Examples” from the people of the 
Bible

• “Answers to Life’s Questions” and “What 
the Bible Says About” articles
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• 9-point print size

The Life Principles Daily Bible is arranged in 365 portions, each including devotional insights derived from  
Dr. Stanley’s Life Principles Bible. The full text of the Bible is broken into daily readings so you can read the Bible in a 
year. The daily 15-minute readings consist of a passage from the Old Testament, readings from Psalms and Proverbs, 
and a New Testament passage. Notes from Dr. Stanley shed additional light on each day’s readings, and articles apply 
the Scriptures to our daily lives. This daily Bible is designed to bring more focus and depth to your time spent in 
God’s Word.

Dr. Charles Stanley is pastor of the 16,000-member First Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia, and is head of the international 
In Touch®  Ministries. He has twice been elected president of the Southern Baptist Convention and is known internationally 
through his radio and television program In Touch with Charles Stanley. His many bestselling books include When the 
Enemy Strikes, Finding Peace, Landmines in the Path of the Believer, Enter His Gates, The Source of My Strength, and How to 
Listen to God.

M a y  1 3  604

 John 3:1–18

3NOW there was a man of the Phari-
sees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of 

the Jews;
2 this man came to Jesus by night and 
said to him, “Rabbi, we know that You 
have come from God as a teacher; for no 
one can do these signs that You do un-
less God is with him.”
3 Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is 
born again he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.”
4 Nicodemus *said to him, “how can 
a man be born when he is old? he can-
not enter a second time into his mother’s 
womb and be born, can he?”
5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, unless one is born of water and 
the spirit he cannot enter into the king-
dom of God.
6 “That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh, and that which is born of the spirit 
is spirit.
7 “Do not be amazed that I said to you, 
‘You must be born again.’

8 “The wind blows where it wishes and 
you hear the sound of it, but do not know 
where it comes from and where it is going; 
so is everyone who is born of the spirit.”
9 Nicodemus said to him, “how can 
these things be?”
10 Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Are you the teacher of Israel and do not 
understand these things?
11 “Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak 
of what we know and testify of what we 
have seen, and you do not accept our 
testimony.
12 “If I told you earthly things and you 
do not believe, how will you believe if I 
tell you heavenly things?
13 “No one has ascended into heaven, 
but he who descended from heaven: the 
son of Man.
14 “As Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, even so must the son of 
Man be lifted up;
15 so that whoever believes will in him 
have eternal life.
16 “For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten son, that who-
ever believes in him shall not perish, but 
have eternal life.

D

NIcodemuS: unclean 
but unblemished

JOHN 3 :1–18

It all started at night, when Nicode-
mus, a Pharisee and “a ruler of the 

Jews” (John 3:1) came to the light (John 3:21). 
Nicodemus makes three appearances in the 
Bible (John 3:1–21; 7:50–52; 19:39–42), and 
by the third time, we see that the truth Jesus 
planted in his heart had powerfully taken 
root. although Jesus had been condemned by 
Nicodemus’ colleagues (luke 23:13–24), it no 
longer made a difference to him. Nicodemus 
knew Jesus was the true messiah—the hope 
of Israel and the world.

How do we know he arrived at this 
decision? Normally the bodies of those who 
had been crucified were thrown on the 
trash heap of the city. Yet after Christ was 
removed from the Cross, Joseph of arimathea 
claimed His body, prepared it for burial, and 
then placed Him in a brand new tomb. Nico-
demus was right beside Joseph. He brought 
myrrh and aloes and assisted in Christ’s burial 
(John 19:38–41). It is believed the spices used 

for the lord’s burial were those personally 
belonging to Nicodemus. Instead of saving 
them for his own burial, he gave them to 
Jesus as an offering of love and devotion. 
John 19:39 tells us these spices weighed 
“about a hundred pounds weight,” which 
would have been the amount used to bury 
a great king—not merely a good man or a 
simple teacher. Nicodemus acknowledged 
that Jesus is the Son of God, and treated Him 
with great respect.

We also know that according to the law 
of moses, no priest was to “defile himself 
for a dead person” (lev. 21:1)—touching the 
deceased body would make him unclean. 
Yet that also did not matter to Nicodemus 
because he realized that in his new eternal 
life, he was completely unblemished (John 
3:16).

Today, Nicodemus’ example still teaches 
us. We learn from him that Jesus is always 
there for us, night or day. We learn that in 
God’s perfect timing, He will answer our most 
confounding questions. We learn that regard-
less of our status, nothing is more important 
than the life of Christ within us. and we learn 
that no matter how great our sacrifice, it can 
never compare to Christ’s sacrifice for us.

 V  V  V  V  V  V  V   Life Examples:    V  V  V  V  V  V  V  
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9I ◊pray that your ◊love will ◊overflow 
more and more, and that you will keep on 
growing in knowledge and understanding.† 
10For I want you to understand what real-
ly matters, so that you may live ◊pure and 
blameless lives until the day of Christ’s re-
turn.† 11May you always be filled with the 
fruit of your salvation— the ◊righteous char-
acter produced in your life by Jesus Christ*— 
for this will bring much glory and ◊praise 
to God.†

Paul’s Joy That Christ Is Preached
12And I want you to know, my dear brothers 
and sisters,* that everything that has hap-
pened to me here has helped to spread the 
Good News.† 13For everyone here, including 
the whole palace guard,* ◊knows that I am 
in chains because of Christ.† 14And because 
of my imprisonment, most of the believers* 
here have gained confidence and boldly 
speak God’s message* without fear.†

15It’s true that some are preaching out 
of jealousy and rivalry. But others ◊preach 
about Christ with pure motives.† 16They 
preach because they love me, for they know 
I have been appointed to defend the Good 
News. 17Those others do not have pure 
motives as they preach about Christ. They 
preach with selfish ambition, not sincerely, 
intending to make my chains more painful to 
me.† 18But that doesn’t matter. Whether their 
motives are false or genuine, the message 
about Christ is being preached either way, 
so I rejoice. And I will continue to rejoice. 
19For I know that as you pray for me and the 
◊Spirit of Jesus Christ helps me, this will lead 
to my deliverance.†

Paul’s life for Christ
20For I fully expect and hope that I will never 
be ashamed, but that I will continue to be 
◊bold for Christ, as I have been in the past. 
And I trust that my life will ◊bring honor to 
Christ, whether I live or die.† 21For to me, 

living means living for Christ, and dying is 
even better.† 22But if I live, I can do more 
fruitful work for Christ. So I really don’t 
know which is better.† 23I’m ◊torn between 
two desires: I ◊long to go and be with Christ, 
which would be far better for me.† 24But for 
your sakes, it is better that I continue to live.

25Knowing this, I am convinced that I will 
remain alive so I can continue to help all of 
you grow and experience the joy of your 
faith. 26And when I ◊come to you again, you 
will have even more reason to take pride 
in Christ Jesus because of what he is doing 
through me.†

live as Citizens of heaven
27Above all, you must live as citizens of 
heaven, conducting yourselves in a man-
ner worthy of the Good News about Christ. 
Then, whether I come and see you again or 
only hear about you, I will know that you 
are standing together with one spirit and 
one purpose, fighting together for the faith, 
which is the Good News.† 28Don’t be intim-
idated in any way by your enemies. This 
will be a sign to them that they are going to 
be destroyed, but that you are going to be 
saved, even by God himself.† 29For you have 
been ◊given not only the privilege of trusting 
in Christ but also the privilege of ◊suffering 
for him.† 30We are in this struggle together. 
You have seen my struggle in the past, and 
you know that I am still in the midst of it.†

have the Attitude of Christ

2 Is there any ◊encouragement from be-
longing to Christ? Any comfort from 

his love? Any ◊fellowship together in the 
Spirit? Are your hearts tender and compas-
sionate?† 2Then make me truly happy by 
agreeing wholeheartedly with each other, 
loving one another, and working together 
with one mind and purpose.†
† 1:29   Matt 5:11– 12   Acts 5:41   ◊ See WW at Col 3:13.
◊ See WW at Acts 17:3.      † 1:30   Acts 16:19– 40
1 Thes 2:2      † 2:1   2 Cor 13:14   Col 3:12   ◊ See WW at 
Acts 9:31.   ◊ See WW at Acts 2:42.      † 2:2   1 Pet 3:8

1:10 Paul intends their love to result in their ability both to dis-
cern and choose what is morally best. As a result, their lives will 
be transparently pure and they will provide others no occasion 
for stumbling.
1:12–18 Rather than slowing the spread of the Good News, 
Paul’s imprisonment has given him new opportunities for wit-
nessing, particularly among the elite of the Roman army. His 
experience has also stimulated others to preach more boldly, even 
though some had the wrong motive. Paul has no scathing remark 
for these people because their doctrine is correct. His reaction 
is vastly different to the doctrinal agitators addressed in ch. 3.
1:21–25 Paul does not long for death, but for the closer presence 
of Christ that death will bring. Meanwhile, he has a strong sense 
of duty to remain among them for their growth and maturing 
in the faith.
1:21–24 See section 4 of Truth-In-Action at the end of Philippians.

1:23 The word go is also used for pulling up tent pegs or a ship’s 
anchor. For Paul, death is simply breaking camp and moving on or 
setting sail to a new port.
1:27 Conducting yourselves: This word usually describes 
one’s life as a citizen. The city of Philippi prized its Roman 
citizenship, but Paul reminds his readers that the most im-
portant conduct is to behave in a manner befitting citizens of 
the Kingdom of God.
1:28 The courageous conduct of the Philippian Christians is evi-
dence of the spiritual ruin of their adversaries and proof of their 
own eternal safety.
1:29, 30 See section 4 of Truth-In-Action at the end of Philippians.
2:1–4 See section 1 of Truth-In-Action at the end of Philippians.
2:2 Unity of purpose and disposition among God’s people are cru-
cial if the Good News is to be most effective.

1:11 Greek with the fruit of righteousness through Jesus Christ.   1:12 Greek brothers.   1:13 Greek including all the Praetorium.   1:14a Greek brothers in 
the Lord.   1:14b Some manuscripts read speak the message.   
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*	3:3	Or	“from	above”	 *	3:8	“Wind”	and	“spirit”	are	the	same	word	
in	Greek.	

Jesus: 10Your	responsibility	is	to	instruct	
Israel	in matters of faith,	but	you	do	not	
comprehend	the necessity of life in the 
Spirit?	11I	tell	you	the	truth:	we	speak	about	
the	things	we	know,	and	we	give	evidence	
about	the	things	we	have	seen,	and	you	
choose	to	reject	the truth of	our	witness.	
12If	you	do	not	believe	when	I	talk	to	you	
about	ordinary,	earthly	realities,	then	heav-
enly	realities	will	certainly	elude	you.	13No	
one	has	ever	journeyed	to	heaven	above	
except	the	One	who	has	come	down	from	
heaven—the	Son	of	Man,	who	is	of	heaven.	
14Moses	lifted	up	the	serpent	in	the	wilder-
ness.	In	the	same	way,	the	Son	of	Man	must	
be	lifted	up;	15then	all	those	who	believe	in	
Him	will	experience	everlasting	life.
	 16For	God	expressed	His	love	for	the	
world	in	this	way:	He	gave	His	only	Son	
so	that	whoever	believes	in	Him	will	not	
face	everlasting	destruction,	but	will	have	
everlasting	life.	17Here’s	the	point. God	
didn’t	send	His	Son	into	the	world	to	judge	
it;	instead,	He	is	here	to	rescue	a	world	
headed toward certain destruction.
	 18No	one	who	believes	in	Him	has	to	
fear	condemnation,	yet	condemnation	
is	already	the	reality	for	everyone	who	
refuses	to	believe	because	they	reject	the	
name	of	the	only	Son	of	God.	19Why	does	
God	allow	for	judgment	and condemnation?	
Because	the	Light,	sent from God,	pierced	
through	the	world’s	darkness	to expose 
ill motives, hatred, gossip, greed, violence, 
and the like.	Still	some	people	preferred	
the	darkness	over the	light	because	their	
actions	were	dark.	20Some	of	humankind	
hated	the	light.	They	scampered hurriedly	
back	into	the	darkness	where	vices	thrive	
and	wickedness	flourishes.	21Those	who	
abandon deceit and	embrace	what	is	true,	
they	will	enter	into	the	light	where	it	will	
be	clear	that	all	their	deeds	come	from	
God.

Jesus makes the point clear: stay 
connected to Him, and have no 
reason to fear. Jesus doesn’t mean 
that at the instant someone has 
faith, fear simply vanishes or only 
good things happen in that per-
son’s life. In fact, the blessings 
that come with eternal life often 

character	of	humanity.	He	knew	what	man	
was	made	of.

3Nicodemus	was	one	of	the	Pharisees,	a	
man	with	some	clout	among	his	people.	
2He came	to	Jesus	under	the	cloak	of	

darkness	to	question	Him.

Nicodemus: Teacher,	some	of	us	have	been	
talking.	You	are	obviously	a	teacher	who	
has	come	from	God.	The	signs	You	are	
doing	are	proof	that	God	is	with	You.

At this time, Israel’s Roman occu-
piers have given a small group of 
Sadducees and Pharisees limited 
powers to rule, and Nicodemus is 
one of the Pharisees. He holds a 
seat on the ruling council known 
as the Sanhedrin, and surpris-
ingly Nicodemus is among those 
who seek Jesus for His teaching. 
It appears that he believes more 
about Jesus than he wants others 
to know, so he comes at night.

Jesus: 3I	tell	you	the	truth: only	someone	
who	experiences	birth	for	a	second	time*	
can	hope to	see	the	kingdom	of	God.

Nicodemus: 4I am a grown man.	How	can	
someone	be	born	again	when	he	is	old	like 
me?	Am	I	to	crawl	back	into	my	mother’s	
womb	for	a	second	birth?	That’s impos-
sible!

Jesus: 5I	tell	you	the	truth,	if	someone	does	
not	experience	water	and	Spirit	birth,	
there’s	no	chance	he	will	make	it	into	God’s	
kingdom.	6Like from like. Whatever	is	born	
from	flesh	is	flesh;	whatever	is	born	from	
Spirit	is	spirit.	7Don’t	be	shocked	by	My	
words,	but I tell you the truth.	Even	you,	
an educated and respected man among your 
people, must	be	reborn	by the Spirit	to enter 
the kingdom of God.	8The	wind*	blows	all	
around	us	as	if	it	has	a	will	of	its	own;	we	
feel and	hear	it,	but	we	do	not	understand	
where	it	has	come	from	or	where	it	will	
end	up.	Life	in	the	Spirit	is	as	if	it	were	the	
wind	of	God.

Nicodemus: 9I	still	do	not	understand	how	
this	can	be.
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and more
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FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• An easy format for reading through 

the entire Bible in a year

• Each day includes portions of the  
Old Testament, New Testament, 
Psalms, and Proverbs plus a 
devotional from Max

• Includes 365 daily-readings from the 
first and second editions of Grace for 
the Moment

• 8-point print size

Beloved pastor Max Lucado invites you to immerse yourself in grace as you spend a few moments each day in God’s 
Word. Excerpts from Max’s works on topics that are relevant to your life help you connect daily with the Savior and 
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Since entering the ministry in 1978, Max Lucado has served churches in Miami, Florida; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; and San 
Antonio, Texas. He currently serves as teaching minister of Oak Hills Church in San Antonio. He is America’s bestselling 
inspirational author with more than 130 million books in print.
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Hear the Bible Come Alive in Dramatic Audio Theater™!

This multi-voiced, scripted dramatization of the New King James Version features a star-
studded cast of actors, original music, and incredible feature film quality sound effects. This 
world-class production creates a dramatic audio theater experience that makes you feel like 
you’re really there with Jesus and His disciples. Listen in your car, on your MP3 player, or with 
your family or small group to gain a new perspective of the Bible.

The Word of Promise® New Testament Audio Bible is a 20-CD set and includes a bonus 
“Behind-the-Scenes” DVD.

NKJV, THE WORD OF PROMISE® AUDIO BIBLE: 
NEW TESTAMENT
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CAST	INCLUDES	 		 
• Jim Caviezel (The Passion of the Christ,  

Déjà vu) - Jesus

• Academy Award® winner Richard Dreyfuss 
(Mr. Holland’s Opus, The Goodbye Girl) - 
Quotes from Moses

• Academy Award® winner Marisa Tomei (My 
Cousin Vinny, What Women Want) - Mary 
Magdalene

• Golden Globe® winner Stacy Keach (Prison 
Break, Hemingway) - Paul

• Academy Award® and Golden Globe® 
winner Louis Gossett Jr. (An Officer and a 
Gentleman, Roots) - John

• Kimberly Williams-Paisley (According to 
Jim, Father of the Bride) - Mary, Mother of 
Jesus

Hear the Bible Come Alive in Dramatic Audio Theater™!

This multi-voiced, scripted dramatization of the New King James Version features a star-studded 
cast of over 600 actors, original music, and incredible feature-film-quality sound effects. Listen  
in your car, on your MP3 player, or with your family or small group to gain a new perspective of 
the Bible.
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EXPERIENCE THE BIBLE IN A
NEW WAY WITH AUDIO BIBLES

Inspired By . . . The Bible 
Experience: The Complete 

Bible, Audio CD 
ISBN: 9780310926306

NKJV, The Word of 
Promise Complete Audio 

Bible, Audio CD
ISBN: 9780718024130

Contact Your Rep to Order Today

Looking for a way to o� er digital Audio 
Bibles and audiobooks to your customers? 

Contact libro.fm for a solution: hello@libro.fm

The Word of Promise and The Bible Experience Audio Bibles 
bring God’s Word to life with features that include:

• Award-winning narration by star-studded casts
• Original musical scores
• Feature-fi lm quality sound e� ects
• Audio renderings that are faithful to the biblical text
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The KJV Audio Bible is more than a Bible you listen to. It’s an experience that helps you enter 
into God’s Word ... so God’s Word can enter into you. For those who value the timeless KJV 
translation, this new audio recording offers a rich listening experience with world-class 
narration, a fully orchestrated background, and colorful character renderings. Ideal for drive 
time, exercising, or general listening. 

KJV, AUDIO BIBLE

Verses you have read many times will impact you in a new way when you hear them through the 
KJV Listener’s Audio New Testament. Accompanied by subtle background music, Max McLean’s 
passionate reading of the majestic King James Version transforms the words of Scripture into a 
thrilling audio experience. Listen to just 13 minutes a day and you’ll get through the entire Bible 
in a year. Commuters, joggers, and anybody who loves God’s Word will gain inspiration and 
encouragement from McLean’s award-winning narration.

Whether you listen in your home or in your car, this audio CD provides a month’s worth of 
inspiration and wisdom.  The 31 daily installments, drawn from Psalms and Proverbs in the King 
James Version, make for truly inspired listening—the ideal way to start your day with praise, 
wisdom and hope. Ideal for commuters, this new audio experience takes you through the wisdom 
and poetry of Psalms and Proverbs.  

KJV, LISTENER’S AUDIO NEW TESTAMENT

KJV, PSALMS AND PROVERBS FOR COMMUTERS, 
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932JOHN 3:15 Jesus and John the Baptist

Man. The Son of Man must be lifted up
too. 15 Then everyone who believes in
him can have eternal life.

16‘‘For God loved the world so much
that he gave his only Son. God gave his
Son so that whoever believes in him may
not be lost, but have eternal life. 17God
did not send his Son into the world to
judge the world guilty, but to save the
world through him. 18He who believes in
God’s Son is not judged guilty. He who
does not believe has already been
judged guilty, because he has not be-
lieved in God’s only Son. 19People are
judged by this fact: I am the Light from
God that has come into the world. But
men did not want light. They wanted
darkness because they were doing evil
things. 20Everyone who does evil hates
the light. He will not come to the light
because it will show all the evil things
he has done. 21But he who follows the
true way comes to the light. Then the
light will show that the things he has
done were done through God.’’

22After this, Jesus and his followers
went into the area of Judea. There Jesus
stayed with his followers and baptized
people. 23John was also baptizing in Ae-
non, near Salim, because there was
plenty of water there. People were going
there to be baptized. 24(This was before
John was put into prison.)

25Some of John’s followers had an ar-
gument with a Jew about religious
washing.n 26So they came to John and
said, ‘‘Teacher, remember the man who
was with you on the other side of the
Jordan River, the one you spoke about?
He is baptizing, and everyone is going
to him.’’

27John answered, ‘‘A man can get only
what God gives him. 28You yourselves
heard me say, ‘I am not the Christ.d I am
only the one God sent to prepare the
way for him.’ 29The bride belongs only
to the bridegroom. The friend who helps
the bridegroom waits and listens for
him. He is glad when he hears the bride-
groom’s voice. That is the same pleasure
I have. And my time of joy is now here.
30He must become greater. And I must
become less important.

31‘‘The One who comes from above is
greater than all. He who is from the
earth belongs to the earth and talks
about things on the earth. But the One
3:25 religious washing The Jews washed themselves in special ways before eating, before
worshiping in the Temple, and at other special times. 4:9 Jews . . . Samaritans. This can also
be translated ‘‘Jews don’t use things that Samaritans have used.’’

who comes from heaven is greater than
all. 32 He tells what he has seen and
heard, but no one accepts what he says.
33The person who accepts what he says
has proven that God is true. 34God sent
him, and he tells the things that God
says. God gives him the Spiritd fully.
35The Father loves the Son and has given
him power over everything. 36He who
believes in the Son has eternal life. But
he who does not obey the Son will never
have that life. God’s anger stays with
him.’’

4The Phariseesd heard that Jesus was
making and baptizing more follow-

ers than John. 2(But really Jesus himself
did not baptize people. His followers did
the baptizing.) Jesus knew that the
Pharisees had heard about him. 3So he
left Judea and went back to Galilee. 4On
the way he had to go through the coun-
try of Samaria.

5In Samaria Jesus came to the town
called Sychar. This town is near the field
that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 6Ja-
cob’s well was there. Jesus was tired
from his long trip. So he sat down beside
the well. It was about noon. 7A Samari-
tand woman came to the well to get some
water. Jesus said to her, ‘‘Please give me
a drink.’’ 8(This happened while Jesus’
followers were in town buying some
food.)

9The woman said, ‘‘I am surprised that
you ask me for a drink. You are a Jew
and I am a Samaritan.’’ (Jews are not
friends with Samaritans.n)

10Jesus said, ‘‘You don’t know what
God gives. And you don’t know who
asked you for a drink. If you knew, you
would have asked me, and I would have
given you living water.’’

11 The woman said, ‘‘Sir, where will
you get that living water? The well is
very deep, and you have nothing to get
water with. 12Are you greater than Ja-
cob, our father? Jacob is the one who
gave us this well. He drank from it him-
self. Also, his sons and flocks drank
from this well.’’

13Jesus answered, ‘‘Every person who
drinks this water will be thirsty again.
14But whoever drinks the water I give
will never be thirsty again. The water I
give will become a spring of water flow-
ing inside him. It will give him eternal
life.’’
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Man. The Son of Man must be lifted up
too. 15 Then everyone who believes in
him can have eternal life.

16‘‘For God loved the world so much
that he gave his only Son. God gave his
Son so that whoever believes in him may
not be lost, but have eternal life. 17God
did not send his Son into the world to
judge the world guilty, but to save the
world through him. 18He who believes in
God’s Son is not judged guilty. He who
does not believe has already been
judged guilty, because he has not be-
lieved in God’s only Son. 19People are
judged by this fact: I am the Light from
God that has come into the world. But
men did not want light. They wanted
darkness because they were doing evil
things. 20Everyone who does evil hates
the light. He will not come to the light
because it will show all the evil things
he has done. 21But he who follows the
true way comes to the light. Then the
light will show that the things he has
done were done through God.’’

22After this, Jesus and his followers
went into the area of Judea. There Jesus
stayed with his followers and baptized
people. 23John was also baptizing in Ae-
non, near Salim, because there was
plenty of water there. People were going
there to be baptized. 24(This was before
John was put into prison.)

25Some of John’s followers had an ar-
gument with a Jew about religious
washing.n 26So they came to John and
said, ‘‘Teacher, remember the man who
was with you on the other side of the
Jordan River, the one you spoke about?
He is baptizing, and everyone is going
to him.’’

27John answered, ‘‘A man can get only
what God gives him. 28You yourselves
heard me say, ‘I am not the Christ.d I am
only the one God sent to prepare the
way for him.’ 29The bride belongs only
to the bridegroom. The friend who helps
the bridegroom waits and listens for
him. He is glad when he hears the bride-
groom’s voice. That is the same pleasure
I have. And my time of joy is now here.
30He must become greater. And I must
become less important.

31‘‘The One who comes from above is
greater than all. He who is from the
earth belongs to the earth and talks
about things on the earth. But the One
3:25 religious washing The Jews washed themselves in special ways before eating, before
worshiping in the Temple, and at other special times. 4:9 Jews . . . Samaritans. This can also
be translated ‘‘Jews don’t use things that Samaritans have used.’’

who comes from heaven is greater than
all. 32 He tells what he has seen and
heard, but no one accepts what he says.
33The person who accepts what he says
has proven that God is true. 34God sent
him, and he tells the things that God
says. God gives him the Spiritd fully.
35The Father loves the Son and has given
him power over everything. 36He who
believes in the Son has eternal life. But
he who does not obey the Son will never
have that life. God’s anger stays with
him.’’

4The Phariseesd heard that Jesus was
making and baptizing more follow-

ers than John. 2(But really Jesus himself
did not baptize people. His followers did
the baptizing.) Jesus knew that the
Pharisees had heard about him. 3So he
left Judea and went back to Galilee. 4On
the way he had to go through the coun-
try of Samaria.

5In Samaria Jesus came to the town
called Sychar. This town is near the field
that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 6Ja-
cob’s well was there. Jesus was tired
from his long trip. So he sat down beside
the well. It was about noon. 7A Samari-
tand woman came to the well to get some
water. Jesus said to her, ‘‘Please give me
a drink.’’ 8(This happened while Jesus’
followers were in town buying some
food.)

9The woman said, ‘‘I am surprised that
you ask me for a drink. You are a Jew
and I am a Samaritan.’’ (Jews are not
friends with Samaritans.n)

10Jesus said, ‘‘You don’t know what
God gives. And you don’t know who
asked you for a drink. If you knew, you
would have asked me, and I would have
given you living water.’’

11 The woman said, ‘‘Sir, where will
you get that living water? The well is
very deep, and you have nothing to get
water with. 12Are you greater than Ja-
cob, our father? Jacob is the one who
gave us this well. He drank from it him-
self. Also, his sons and flocks drank
from this well.’’

13Jesus answered, ‘‘Every person who
drinks this water will be thirsty again.
14But whoever drinks the water I give
will never be thirsty again. The water I
give will become a spring of water flow-
ing inside him. It will give him eternal
life.’’

ICB TEXT SAMPLE - 7 POINT NIV TEXT SAMPLE - 7 POINT
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FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• 100 devotionals from trusted pastors and 

leaders help connect the Bible with the 
hopes, concerns, and questions your children 
have and will equip you to share the Good 
News with them

• Kid-friendly selections from the easy-to-
understand International Children’s Bible - 
more than 50% of the Bible, covering the big 
story of God’s love for his children

• Soothing illustrations of teddy bears, 
moonlight, and stars, sure to connect a 
child’s heart with the peace found in God’s 
Word

• Brief summaries throughout, giving you 
and your child quick overviews of particular 
sections of Scripture

• Clear, readable typesetting, making it early-
reader-friendly

Invite your children into the big story of God’s love for them . . .

If you want to introduce your child to the Bible but wonder where to start, the Bedtime Devotions with Jesus Bible is here to 
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3:13 the Son of Man Some Greek copies continue, “who is in heaven.”
3:14 Moses . . . desert. The people of Israel were dying from snake bites. God told Moses to put a bronze snake on 

a pole. The people who looked at the snake were healed (Numbers 21:4– 9).
3:25 religious washing The Jews washed themselves in special ways before eating, before worshiping in the 

Temple, and at other special times.

wind comes from or where it is going. 
It is the same with every person who is 
born from the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus asked, “How can all this 
be possible?”

10Jesus said, “You are an important 
teacher in Israel. But you still don’t 
understand these things? 11I tell you the 
truth. We talk about what we know. We 
tell about what we have seen. But you 
don’t accept what we tell you. 12I have 
told you about things here on earth, but 
you do not believe me. So surely you 
will not believe me if I tell you about the 
things of heaven! 13The only one who 
has ever gone up to heaven is the One 
who came down from heaven— the Son 
of Man.n

14“Moses lifted up the snake in the 
desert.n It is the same with the Son of 
Man. The Son of Man must be lifted up 
too. 15 Then everyone who believes in 
him can have eternal life.

16“For God loved the world so much 
that he gave his only Son. God gave his 
Son so that whoever believes in him 
may not be lost, but have eternal life. 
17God did not send his Son into the 
world to judge the world guilty, but to 
save the world through him. 18He who 
believes in God’s Son is not judged 
guilty. He who does not believe has 
already been judged guilty, because 
he has not believed in God’s only Son. 
19People are judged by this fact: I am 
the Light from God that has come into 
the world. But men did not want light. 
They wanted darkness because they 
were doing evil things. 20Everyone who 
does evil hates the light. He will not 
come to the light because it will show 
all the evil things he has done. 21But he 
who follows the true way comes to the 
light. Then the light will show that the 
things he has done were done through 
God.”

JESUS AND JOHN THE BAPTIST
22After this, Jesus and his followers 
went into the area of Judea. There Jesus 
stayed with his followers and baptized 
people. 23John was also baptizing in 
Aenon, near Salim, because there was 
plenty of water there. People were going 
there to be baptized. 24(This was before 
John was put into prison.)

25Some of John’s followers had an 
argument with a Jew about religious 
washing.n 26So they came to John and 
said, “Teacher, remember the man who 
was with you on the other side of the 
Jordan River, the one you spoke about? 
He is baptizing, and everyone is going 
to him.”

27John answered, “A man can 
get only what God gives him. 28 You 
yourselves heard me say, ‘I am not the 
Christ. I am only the one God sent to 
prepare the way for him.’ 29 The bride 
belongs only to the bridegroom. The 
friend who helps the bridegroom waits 
and listens for him. He is glad when 
he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That 
is the same pleasure I have. And my 
time of joy is now here. 30He must 
become greater. And I must become 
less important.

THE ONE WHO COMES  
FROM HEAVEN
31“The One who comes from above is 
greater than all. He who is from the 
earth belongs to the earth and talks 
about things on the earth. But the One 
who comes from heaven is greater than 
all. 32He tells what he has seen and 
heard, but no one accepts what he says. 
33 The person who accepts what he says 
has proven that God is true. 34God sent 
him, and he tells the things that God 
says. God gives him the Spirit fully. 
35 The Father loves the Son and has 
given him power over everything. 36He 
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•  Precious Moments® has sold more than 13 

million books and Bibles through Thomas 
Nelson 

• Highly recognizable, beloved art of Precious 
Moments® draws new and existing fans alike 

• Small trim size is perfect for little hands 

• Trustworthy NKJV translation

• 9.5-point print size
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prayers for children to learn, NKJV Precious Moments® Precious Prayers is a family heirloom in the making.
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Share God’s love with your little one 
through special prayers, Precious Moments® 
art, and the New King James Version Bible!

Perfectly precious, this full Bible in the trustworthy 
New King James Version includes 48 full-color 

pages of beautiful prayers adorned with the sweet 
and whimsical artwork of Precious Moments®, 

a special presentation section for 
personalizing, and vibrant Bible 
maps. The Precious Moments® 

Precious Prayers Bible features prayer 
pages with themes of thanks, prayers 
of praise, prayers for school, mealtime, 
bedtime, friends, family, faith, and 
so much more! This beautiful plush 
padded Bible will be a treasured 
keepsake in any child’s library.

FEATURES:
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New King James Version translation
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• Full-color prayer pages adorned  
with Precious Moments® art

• Vibrant Bible maps

BIBLES / New King James Version / Children
USD $19.99 / CAD $24.99
ISBN: 978-0-7180-9064-7

NEW MATERIAL  
ONLY
REG. NO. 04T-00213810
CONTENT:  
POLYURETHANE FOAM

MATÉRIAUX NEUFS  
SEULEMENT
N° DE PERMIS: 04T-00213810
CONTENU MOUSSE DE 
POLYURÉTHANE

tized. 23Now John also was baptizing in 
Aenon near Salim, because there was 
much water there. And they came and 
were baptized. 24For John had not yet 
been thrown into prison.

25 Then there arose a dispute between 
some of John’s disciples and the Jews 
about purification. 26And they came to 
John and said to him, “Rabbi, He who 
was with you beyond the Jordan, to 
whom you have testified— behold, He is 
baptizing, and all are coming to Him!”

27John answered and said, “A man 
can receive nothing unless it has been 
given to him from heaven. 28 You your­
selves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am 
not the Christ,’ but, ‘I have been sent 
before Him.’ 29He who has the bride is 
the bridegroom; but the friend of the 
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, 
rejoices greatly because of the bride­
groom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine 
is fulfilled. 30He must increase, but I 
must decrease. 31He who comes from 
above is above all; he who is of the earth 
is earthly and speaks of the earth. He 
who comes from heaven is above all. 
32And what He has seen and heard, that 
He testifies; and no one receives His tes­
timony. 33He who has received His testi­
mony has certified that God is true. 34For 
He whom God has sent speaks the words 
of God, for God does not give the Spirit by 
measure. 35 The Father loves the Son, and 
has given all things into His hand. 36He 
who believes in the Son has everlasting 
life; and he who does not believe the Son 
shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
abides on him.”

A Samaritan Woman Meets Her 
Messiah

4  Therefore, when the Lord knew that 
the Pharisees had heard that  Jesus 

made and baptized more disciples than 
John 2(though  Jesus Himself did not bap­
tize, but His disciples), 3He left Judea and 
departed again to Galilee. 4But He need­
ed to go through Samaria.

5So He came to a city of Samaria 
which is called Sychar, near the plot of 
ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 
6Now Jacob’s well was there.  Jesus there­

and the Spirit, he cannot enter the king­
dom of God. 6 That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that 
I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 
8  The wind blows where it wishes, and 
you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell 
where it comes from and where it goes. 
So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to 
Him, “How can these things be?”

10 Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Are you the teacher of Israel, and do 
not know these things? 11Most as sured­
ly, I say to you, We speak what We know 
and testify what We have seen, and you 
do not receive Our witness. 12If I have 
told you earthly things and you do not 
believe, how will you believe if I tell you 
heavenly things? 13No one has ascended 
to heaven but He who came down from 
heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is 
in heaven.a 14And as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so must 
the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that who­
ever believes in Him should not perish 
buta have eternal life. 16For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begot­
ten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting 
life. 17For God did not send His Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but 
that the world through Him might be 
saved.

18“He who believes in Him is not con­
demned; but he who does not believe 
is condemned already, because he has 
not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God. 19And this is the 
 condemnation, that the light has come 
into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil. 20For everyone practicing evil 
hates the light and does not come to the 
light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 
21But he who does the truth comes to the 
light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, 
that they have been done in God.”

John the Baptist Exalts Christ
22After these things  Jesus and His dis­

ciples came into the land of Judea, and 
there He remained with them and bap­
3:13 a NU­ Text omits who is in  heaven.    3:15 a NU­ Text omits not perish but.    
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Man. The Son of Man must be lifted up
too. 15 Then everyone who believes in
him can have eternal life.

16‘‘For God loved the world so much
that he gave his only Son. God gave his
Son so that whoever believes in him may
not be lost, but have eternal life. 17God
did not send his Son into the world to
judge the world guilty, but to save the
world through him. 18He who believes in
God’s Son is not judged guilty. He who
does not believe has already been
judged guilty, because he has not be-
lieved in God’s only Son. 19People are
judged by this fact: I am the Light from
God that has come into the world. But
men did not want light. They wanted
darkness because they were doing evil
things. 20Everyone who does evil hates
the light. He will not come to the light
because it will show all the evil things
he has done. 21But he who follows the
true way comes to the light. Then the
light will show that the things he has
done were done through God.’’

22After this, Jesus and his followers
went into the area of Judea. There Jesus
stayed with his followers and baptized
people. 23John was also baptizing in Ae-
non, near Salim, because there was
plenty of water there. People were going
there to be baptized. 24(This was before
John was put into prison.)

25Some of John’s followers had an ar-
gument with a Jew about religious
washing.n 26So they came to John and
said, ‘‘Teacher, remember the man who
was with you on the other side of the
Jordan River, the one you spoke about?
He is baptizing, and everyone is going
to him.’’

27John answered, ‘‘A man can get only
what God gives him. 28You yourselves
heard me say, ‘I am not the Christ.d I am
only the one God sent to prepare the
way for him.’ 29The bride belongs only
to the bridegroom. The friend who helps
the bridegroom waits and listens for
him. He is glad when he hears the bride-
groom’s voice. That is the same pleasure
I have. And my time of joy is now here.
30He must become greater. And I must
become less important.

31‘‘The One who comes from above is
greater than all. He who is from the
earth belongs to the earth and talks
about things on the earth. But the One
3:25 religious washing The Jews washed themselves in special ways before eating, before
worshiping in the Temple, and at other special times. 4:9 Jews . . . Samaritans. This can also
be translated ‘‘Jews don’t use things that Samaritans have used.’’

who comes from heaven is greater than
all. 32 He tells what he has seen and
heard, but no one accepts what he says.
33The person who accepts what he says
has proven that God is true. 34God sent
him, and he tells the things that God
says. God gives him the Spiritd fully.
35The Father loves the Son and has given
him power over everything. 36He who
believes in the Son has eternal life. But
he who does not obey the Son will never
have that life. God’s anger stays with
him.’’

4The Phariseesd heard that Jesus was
making and baptizing more follow-

ers than John. 2(But really Jesus himself
did not baptize people. His followers did
the baptizing.) Jesus knew that the
Pharisees had heard about him. 3So he
left Judea and went back to Galilee. 4On
the way he had to go through the coun-
try of Samaria.

5In Samaria Jesus came to the town
called Sychar. This town is near the field
that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 6Ja-
cob’s well was there. Jesus was tired
from his long trip. So he sat down beside
the well. It was about noon. 7A Samari-
tand woman came to the well to get some
water. Jesus said to her, ‘‘Please give me
a drink.’’ 8(This happened while Jesus’
followers were in town buying some
food.)

9The woman said, ‘‘I am surprised that
you ask me for a drink. You are a Jew
and I am a Samaritan.’’ (Jews are not
friends with Samaritans.n)

10Jesus said, ‘‘You don’t know what
God gives. And you don’t know who
asked you for a drink. If you knew, you
would have asked me, and I would have
given you living water.’’

11 The woman said, ‘‘Sir, where will
you get that living water? The well is
very deep, and you have nothing to get
water with. 12Are you greater than Ja-
cob, our father? Jacob is the one who
gave us this well. He drank from it him-
self. Also, his sons and flocks drank
from this well.’’

13Jesus answered, ‘‘Every person who
drinks this water will be thirsty again.
14But whoever drinks the water I give
will never be thirsty again. The water I
give will become a spring of water flow-
ing inside him. It will give him eternal
life.’’
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932JOHN 3:15 Jesus and John the Baptist

Man. The Son of Man must be lifted up
too. 15 Then everyone who believes in
him can have eternal life.

16‘‘For God loved the world so much
that he gave his only Son. God gave his
Son so that whoever believes in him may
not be lost, but have eternal life. 17God
did not send his Son into the world to
judge the world guilty, but to save the
world through him. 18He who believes in
God’s Son is not judged guilty. He who
does not believe has already been
judged guilty, because he has not be-
lieved in God’s only Son. 19People are
judged by this fact: I am the Light from
God that has come into the world. But
men did not want light. They wanted
darkness because they were doing evil
things. 20Everyone who does evil hates
the light. He will not come to the light
because it will show all the evil things
he has done. 21But he who follows the
true way comes to the light. Then the
light will show that the things he has
done were done through God.’’

22After this, Jesus and his followers
went into the area of Judea. There Jesus
stayed with his followers and baptized
people. 23John was also baptizing in Ae-
non, near Salim, because there was
plenty of water there. People were going
there to be baptized. 24(This was before
John was put into prison.)

25Some of John’s followers had an ar-
gument with a Jew about religious
washing.n 26So they came to John and
said, ‘‘Teacher, remember the man who
was with you on the other side of the
Jordan River, the one you spoke about?
He is baptizing, and everyone is going
to him.’’

27John answered, ‘‘A man can get only
what God gives him. 28You yourselves
heard me say, ‘I am not the Christ.d I am
only the one God sent to prepare the
way for him.’ 29The bride belongs only
to the bridegroom. The friend who helps
the bridegroom waits and listens for
him. He is glad when he hears the bride-
groom’s voice. That is the same pleasure
I have. And my time of joy is now here.
30He must become greater. And I must
become less important.

31‘‘The One who comes from above is
greater than all. He who is from the
earth belongs to the earth and talks
about things on the earth. But the One
3:25 religious washing The Jews washed themselves in special ways before eating, before
worshiping in the Temple, and at other special times. 4:9 Jews . . . Samaritans. This can also
be translated ‘‘Jews don’t use things that Samaritans have used.’’

who comes from heaven is greater than
all. 32 He tells what he has seen and
heard, but no one accepts what he says.
33The person who accepts what he says
has proven that God is true. 34God sent
him, and he tells the things that God
says. God gives him the Spiritd fully.
35The Father loves the Son and has given
him power over everything. 36He who
believes in the Son has eternal life. But
he who does not obey the Son will never
have that life. God’s anger stays with
him.’’

4The Phariseesd heard that Jesus was
making and baptizing more follow-

ers than John. 2(But really Jesus himself
did not baptize people. His followers did
the baptizing.) Jesus knew that the
Pharisees had heard about him. 3So he
left Judea and went back to Galilee. 4On
the way he had to go through the coun-
try of Samaria.

5In Samaria Jesus came to the town
called Sychar. This town is near the field
that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 6Ja-
cob’s well was there. Jesus was tired
from his long trip. So he sat down beside
the well. It was about noon. 7A Samari-
tand woman came to the well to get some
water. Jesus said to her, ‘‘Please give me
a drink.’’ 8(This happened while Jesus’
followers were in town buying some
food.)

9The woman said, ‘‘I am surprised that
you ask me for a drink. You are a Jew
and I am a Samaritan.’’ (Jews are not
friends with Samaritans.n)

10Jesus said, ‘‘You don’t know what
God gives. And you don’t know who
asked you for a drink. If you knew, you
would have asked me, and I would have
given you living water.’’

11 The woman said, ‘‘Sir, where will
you get that living water? The well is
very deep, and you have nothing to get
water with. 12Are you greater than Ja-
cob, our father? Jacob is the one who
gave us this well. He drank from it him-
self. Also, his sons and flocks drank
from this well.’’

13Jesus answered, ‘‘Every person who
drinks this water will be thirsty again.
14But whoever drinks the water I give
will never be thirsty again. The water I
give will become a spring of water flow-
ing inside him. It will give him eternal
life.’’
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932JOHN 3:15 Jesus and John the Baptist

Man. The Son of Man must be lifted up
too. 15 Then everyone who believes in
him can have eternal life.

16‘‘For God loved the world so much
that he gave his only Son. God gave his
Son so that whoever believes in him may
not be lost, but have eternal life. 17God
did not send his Son into the world to
judge the world guilty, but to save the
world through him. 18He who believes in
God’s Son is not judged guilty. He who
does not believe has already been
judged guilty, because he has not be-
lieved in God’s only Son. 19People are
judged by this fact: I am the Light from
God that has come into the world. But
men did not want light. They wanted
darkness because they were doing evil
things. 20Everyone who does evil hates
the light. He will not come to the light
because it will show all the evil things
he has done. 21But he who follows the
true way comes to the light. Then the
light will show that the things he has
done were done through God.’’

22After this, Jesus and his followers
went into the area of Judea. There Jesus
stayed with his followers and baptized
people. 23John was also baptizing in Ae-
non, near Salim, because there was
plenty of water there. People were going
there to be baptized. 24(This was before
John was put into prison.)

25Some of John’s followers had an ar-
gument with a Jew about religious
washing.n 26So they came to John and
said, ‘‘Teacher, remember the man who
was with you on the other side of the
Jordan River, the one you spoke about?
He is baptizing, and everyone is going
to him.’’

27John answered, ‘‘A man can get only
what God gives him. 28You yourselves
heard me say, ‘I am not the Christ.d I am
only the one God sent to prepare the
way for him.’ 29The bride belongs only
to the bridegroom. The friend who helps
the bridegroom waits and listens for
him. He is glad when he hears the bride-
groom’s voice. That is the same pleasure
I have. And my time of joy is now here.
30He must become greater. And I must
become less important.

31‘‘The One who comes from above is
greater than all. He who is from the
earth belongs to the earth and talks
about things on the earth. But the One
3:25 religious washing The Jews washed themselves in special ways before eating, before
worshiping in the Temple, and at other special times. 4:9 Jews . . . Samaritans. This can also
be translated ‘‘Jews don’t use things that Samaritans have used.’’

who comes from heaven is greater than
all. 32 He tells what he has seen and
heard, but no one accepts what he says.
33The person who accepts what he says
has proven that God is true. 34God sent
him, and he tells the things that God
says. God gives him the Spiritd fully.
35The Father loves the Son and has given
him power over everything. 36He who
believes in the Son has eternal life. But
he who does not obey the Son will never
have that life. God’s anger stays with
him.’’

4The Phariseesd heard that Jesus was
making and baptizing more follow-

ers than John. 2(But really Jesus himself
did not baptize people. His followers did
the baptizing.) Jesus knew that the
Pharisees had heard about him. 3So he
left Judea and went back to Galilee. 4On
the way he had to go through the coun-
try of Samaria.

5In Samaria Jesus came to the town
called Sychar. This town is near the field
that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 6Ja-
cob’s well was there. Jesus was tired
from his long trip. So he sat down beside
the well. It was about noon. 7A Samari-
tand woman came to the well to get some
water. Jesus said to her, ‘‘Please give me
a drink.’’ 8(This happened while Jesus’
followers were in town buying some
food.)

9The woman said, ‘‘I am surprised that
you ask me for a drink. You are a Jew
and I am a Samaritan.’’ (Jews are not
friends with Samaritans.n)

10Jesus said, ‘‘You don’t know what
God gives. And you don’t know who
asked you for a drink. If you knew, you
would have asked me, and I would have
given you living water.’’

11 The woman said, ‘‘Sir, where will
you get that living water? The well is
very deep, and you have nothing to get
water with. 12Are you greater than Ja-
cob, our father? Jacob is the one who
gave us this well. He drank from it him-
self. Also, his sons and flocks drank
from this well.’’

13Jesus answered, ‘‘Every person who
drinks this water will be thirsty again.
14But whoever drinks the water I give
will never be thirsty again. The water I
give will become a spring of water flow-
ing inside him. It will give him eternal
life.’’

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• More than 300 verses that are 

highlighted throughout the Bible for 
kids to read and learn

• 32 pages of beautiful full-color 
illustrations highlighting favorite 
children’s Bible stories

• 9-point print size

The International Children’s Bible®, the first Bible translation created specifically for children. From the 3rd grade reading 
level, to the 9-point type, to the bold in-text subject heads this is the Bible children can confidently start to read and 
understand on their own. It also includes a dictionary and concordance entry to explain words and begin their study of 
God’s Word early. The beautifully illustrated Bible story pages will delight their imaginations as they read and “see” popular 
Bible stories.

ICB, CHILDREN’S HOLY BIBLE



134 135

KID ’S  B IBLES K ID ’S  B IBLESCLASSIC	BIBLES CLASSIC	BIBLES

Help your children develop a heart for prayer with The Prayer Bible for Children. This colorful 
Bible in the ICB version, the simple translation children can read and understand, highlights 
the most famous and beloved prayers featured in the Bible throughout the text. To put prayer 
life into practice, the Bible comes with a free prayer journal and a handy pocket on the back 
flap to carry it! Prayer can be challenging and fearful for children to grasp sometimes, and 
The Prayer Bible will help show children that God loves to hear from His children and loves 
answering prayers.

With its beautiful, full-color cover illustration of Jesus by the Sea of Galilee, the Seaside Bible 
is a favorite of children everywhere. These classic children’s King James Version Bibles feature 
attractive page decoration and new, traditionally styled artwork depicting important Bible 
events.

There are pages for children to record life experiences, such as memorable events at church and 
with family and friends. Special illuminations of the Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Commandments, 
and the books of the Bible are given to help the child integrate the Bible into his or her 
everyday life.

The Seaside Bible is a popular choice for parents, grandparents, Sunday School teachers, and 
others who want to give a newborn or young child the gift of God’s Holy Scriptures. 

ICB, THE PRAYER BIBLE FOR CHILDRENKJV, SEASIDE HOLY BIBLE

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
•  160 full page prayer articles throughout the 

Bible

• 64 colorful decorative pages featuring kid-
friendly Scripture prayers, topical poem 
prayers, and fun questions and answers kids 
have about prayer

• Comes with a free prayer journal and a 
handy pocket on the back flap to carry the 
prayer journal

TEXT SAMPLE - 9.5 POINT

932 / 19189/NELSON—ICB Small Hands Bible

932JOHN 3:15 Jesus and John the Baptist

Man. The Son of Man must be lifted up
too. 15 Then everyone who believes in
him can have eternal life.

16‘‘For God loved the world so much
that he gave his only Son. God gave his
Son so that whoever believes in him may
not be lost, but have eternal life. 17God
did not send his Son into the world to
judge the world guilty, but to save the
world through him. 18He who believes in
God’s Son is not judged guilty. He who
does not believe has already been
judged guilty, because he has not be-
lieved in God’s only Son. 19People are
judged by this fact: I am the Light from
God that has come into the world. But
men did not want light. They wanted
darkness because they were doing evil
things. 20Everyone who does evil hates
the light. He will not come to the light
because it will show all the evil things
he has done. 21But he who follows the
true way comes to the light. Then the
light will show that the things he has
done were done through God.’’

22After this, Jesus and his followers
went into the area of Judea. There Jesus
stayed with his followers and baptized
people. 23John was also baptizing in Ae-
non, near Salim, because there was
plenty of water there. People were going
there to be baptized. 24(This was before
John was put into prison.)

25Some of John’s followers had an ar-
gument with a Jew about religious
washing.n 26So they came to John and
said, ‘‘Teacher, remember the man who
was with you on the other side of the
Jordan River, the one you spoke about?
He is baptizing, and everyone is going
to him.’’

27John answered, ‘‘A man can get only
what God gives him. 28You yourselves
heard me say, ‘I am not the Christ.d I am
only the one God sent to prepare the
way for him.’ 29The bride belongs only
to the bridegroom. The friend who helps
the bridegroom waits and listens for
him. He is glad when he hears the bride-
groom’s voice. That is the same pleasure
I have. And my time of joy is now here.
30He must become greater. And I must
become less important.

31‘‘The One who comes from above is
greater than all. He who is from the
earth belongs to the earth and talks
about things on the earth. But the One
3:25 religious washing The Jews washed themselves in special ways before eating, before
worshiping in the Temple, and at other special times. 4:9 Jews . . . Samaritans. This can also
be translated ‘‘Jews don’t use things that Samaritans have used.’’

who comes from heaven is greater than
all. 32 He tells what he has seen and
heard, but no one accepts what he says.
33The person who accepts what he says
has proven that God is true. 34God sent
him, and he tells the things that God
says. God gives him the Spiritd fully.
35The Father loves the Son and has given
him power over everything. 36He who
believes in the Son has eternal life. But
he who does not obey the Son will never
have that life. God’s anger stays with
him.’’

4The Phariseesd heard that Jesus was
making and baptizing more follow-

ers than John. 2(But really Jesus himself
did not baptize people. His followers did
the baptizing.) Jesus knew that the
Pharisees had heard about him. 3So he
left Judea and went back to Galilee. 4On
the way he had to go through the coun-
try of Samaria.

5In Samaria Jesus came to the town
called Sychar. This town is near the field
that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 6Ja-
cob’s well was there. Jesus was tired
from his long trip. So he sat down beside
the well. It was about noon. 7A Samari-
tand woman came to the well to get some
water. Jesus said to her, ‘‘Please give me
a drink.’’ 8(This happened while Jesus’
followers were in town buying some
food.)

9The woman said, ‘‘I am surprised that
you ask me for a drink. You are a Jew
and I am a Samaritan.’’ (Jews are not
friends with Samaritans.n)

10Jesus said, ‘‘You don’t know what
God gives. And you don’t know who
asked you for a drink. If you knew, you
would have asked me, and I would have
given you living water.’’

11 The woman said, ‘‘Sir, where will
you get that living water? The well is
very deep, and you have nothing to get
water with. 12Are you greater than Ja-
cob, our father? Jacob is the one who
gave us this well. He drank from it him-
self. Also, his sons and flocks drank
from this well.’’

13Jesus answered, ‘‘Every person who
drinks this water will be thirsty again.
14But whoever drinks the water I give
will never be thirsty again. The water I
give will become a spring of water flow-
ing inside him. It will give him eternal
life.’’
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With more than 16 million units sold across the brand, Jesus Calling® continues to touch 
lives of all ages. The ICB Jesus Calling Bible for Children is the first full-text Bible for children 
that combines 160 devotions from Jesus Calling children’s devotional, 96 colorful Bible story 
pages, and life applications with trusted ICB Bible text. Highly designed content will appeal to 
consumers who are familiar with the Jesus Calling® brand as well as those simply looking for a 
great Bible for their son or daughter that offers lots of extra insight for growing minds. 
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Sarah Young, the author of the new 365-day devotional Jesus Always and bestselling Jesus Calling, has 
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Sarah’s writings include Jesus Calling®, Jesus Today™, Jesus Lives™, Dear Jesus, Jesus Calling® for Little 
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932JOHN 3:15 Jesus and John the Baptist

Man. The Son of Man must be lifted up
too. 15 Then everyone who believes in
him can have eternal life.

16‘‘For God loved the world so much
that he gave his only Son. God gave his
Son so that whoever believes in him may
not be lost, but have eternal life. 17God
did not send his Son into the world to
judge the world guilty, but to save the
world through him. 18He who believes in
God’s Son is not judged guilty. He who
does not believe has already been
judged guilty, because he has not be-
lieved in God’s only Son. 19People are
judged by this fact: I am the Light from
God that has come into the world. But
men did not want light. They wanted
darkness because they were doing evil
things. 20Everyone who does evil hates
the light. He will not come to the light
because it will show all the evil things
he has done. 21But he who follows the
true way comes to the light. Then the
light will show that the things he has
done were done through God.’’

22After this, Jesus and his followers
went into the area of Judea. There Jesus
stayed with his followers and baptized
people. 23John was also baptizing in Ae-
non, near Salim, because there was
plenty of water there. People were going
there to be baptized. 24(This was before
John was put into prison.)

25Some of John’s followers had an ar-
gument with a Jew about religious
washing.n 26So they came to John and
said, ‘‘Teacher, remember the man who
was with you on the other side of the
Jordan River, the one you spoke about?
He is baptizing, and everyone is going
to him.’’

27John answered, ‘‘A man can get only
what God gives him. 28You yourselves
heard me say, ‘I am not the Christ.d I am
only the one God sent to prepare the
way for him.’ 29The bride belongs only
to the bridegroom. The friend who helps
the bridegroom waits and listens for
him. He is glad when he hears the bride-
groom’s voice. That is the same pleasure
I have. And my time of joy is now here.
30He must become greater. And I must
become less important.

31‘‘The One who comes from above is
greater than all. He who is from the
earth belongs to the earth and talks
about things on the earth. But the One
3:25 religious washing The Jews washed themselves in special ways before eating, before
worshiping in the Temple, and at other special times. 4:9 Jews . . . Samaritans. This can also
be translated ‘‘Jews don’t use things that Samaritans have used.’’

who comes from heaven is greater than
all. 32 He tells what he has seen and
heard, but no one accepts what he says.
33The person who accepts what he says
has proven that God is true. 34God sent
him, and he tells the things that God
says. God gives him the Spiritd fully.
35The Father loves the Son and has given
him power over everything. 36He who
believes in the Son has eternal life. But
he who does not obey the Son will never
have that life. God’s anger stays with
him.’’

4The Phariseesd heard that Jesus was
making and baptizing more follow-

ers than John. 2(But really Jesus himself
did not baptize people. His followers did
the baptizing.) Jesus knew that the
Pharisees had heard about him. 3So he
left Judea and went back to Galilee. 4On
the way he had to go through the coun-
try of Samaria.

5In Samaria Jesus came to the town
called Sychar. This town is near the field
that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 6Ja-
cob’s well was there. Jesus was tired
from his long trip. So he sat down beside
the well. It was about noon. 7A Samari-
tand woman came to the well to get some
water. Jesus said to her, ‘‘Please give me
a drink.’’ 8(This happened while Jesus’
followers were in town buying some
food.)

9The woman said, ‘‘I am surprised that
you ask me for a drink. You are a Jew
and I am a Samaritan.’’ (Jews are not
friends with Samaritans.n)

10Jesus said, ‘‘You don’t know what
God gives. And you don’t know who
asked you for a drink. If you knew, you
would have asked me, and I would have
given you living water.’’

11 The woman said, ‘‘Sir, where will
you get that living water? The well is
very deep, and you have nothing to get
water with. 12Are you greater than Ja-
cob, our father? Jacob is the one who
gave us this well. He drank from it him-
self. Also, his sons and flocks drank
from this well.’’

13Jesus answered, ‘‘Every person who
drinks this water will be thirsty again.
14But whoever drinks the water I give
will never be thirsty again. The water I
give will become a spring of water flow-
ing inside him. It will give him eternal
life.’’
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be transported to a fabulous crystal ice palace? The beauty of shimmering snowflake scenes 
is captured in this Bible design for little girls (and big girls too!). The cover is a sparkling blue 
hardcover frosted with holographic foil and beautiful frosty design elements. The interior is 
the full International Children’s Bible®, the first translation created especially for kids. Inside 
are 24 pages of full-color Bible study helps that encourage girls to be loving, strong, caring, 
forgiving, helpful, adventurous, loyal, faithful, and most of all, young girls growing in God’s 
shimmering light!
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1060 § John 3:9 John 4:4 § 1060

3:13 the Son of Man Some Greek copies continue, “who is in heaven.”
3:14 Moses . . . desert. The people of Israel were dying from snake bites. God told Moses to put a 

bronze snake on a pole. The people who looked at the snake were healed (Numbers 21:4– 9).
3:25 religious washing The Jews washed themselves in special ways before eating, before 

worshiping in the Temple, and at other special times.

every person who is born from the 
Spirit.”

9Nicodemus asked, “How can all 
this be possible?”

10Jesus said, “You are an important 
teacher in Israel. But you still don’t 
understand these things? 11I tell you 
the truth. We talk about what we 
know. We tell about what we have 
seen. But you don’t accept what we 
tell you. 12I have told you about things 
here on earth, but you do not believe 
me. So surely you will not believe me 
if I tell you about the things of heaven! 
13The only one who has ever gone up 
to heavend is the One who came down 
from heaven— the Son of Man.nd

14“Moses lifted up the snake in the 
desert.n It is the same with the Son of 
Man. The Son of Man must be lifted 
up too. 15Then everyone who believes 
in him can have eternal life.

16“For God loved the world so much 
that he gave his only Son. God gave 
his Son so that whoever believes in 
him may not be lost, but have eternal 
life.d 17God did not send his Son into 
the world to judge the world guilty, 
but to save the world through him. 
18He who believes in God’s Son is not 
judged guilty. He who does not be-
lieve has already been judged guilty, 
because he has not believed in God’s 
only Son. 19People are judged by this 
fact: I am the Light from God that 
has come into the world. But men 
did not want light. They wanted 
darkness because they were doing 
evil things. 20Everyone who does evil 
hates the light. He will not come to 
the light because it will show all the 
evil things he has done. 21But he who 
follows the true way comes to the 
light. Then the light will show that 
the things he has done were done 
through God.”

Jesus and John the Baptist
22After this, Jesus and his follow-

ers went into the area of Judea. There 
Jesus stayed with his followers and 
baptized people. 23John was also 
baptizing in Aenon, near Salim, be-
cause there was plenty of water there. 

People were going there to be bap-
tized. 24(This was before John was 
put into prison.)

25Some of John’s followers had an 
argument with a Jew about religious 
washing.n 26So they came to John and 
said, “Teacher, remember the man 
who was with you on the other side 
of the Jordan River, the one you spoke 
about? He is baptizing, and everyone 
is going to him.”

27John answered, “A man can 
get only what God gives him. 28 You 
yourselves heard me say, ‘I am not the 
Christ.d I am only the one God sent to 
prepare the way for him.’ 29 The bride 
belongs only to the bridegroom. The 
friend who helps the bridegroom 
waits and listens for him. He is glad 
when he hears the bridegroom’s 
voice. That is the same pleasure I 
have. And my time of joy is now here. 
30He must become greater. And I must 
become less important.

The One Who Comes from Heaven
31“The One who comes from above 

is greater than all. He who is from 
the earth belongs to the earth and 
talks about things on the earth. But 
the One who comes from heaven is 
greater than all. 32He tells what he 
has seen and heard, but no one ac-
cepts what he says. 33 The person who 
accepts what he says has proven that 
God is true. 34God sent him, and he 
tells the things that God says. God 
gives him the Spiritd fully. 35 The Fa-
ther loves the Son and has given him 
power over everything. 36He who 
believes in the Son has eternal life. 
But he who does not obey the Son 
will never have that life. God’s anger 
stays with him.”

Jesus and a Samaritan Woman

4 The Phariseesd heard that Jesus 
was making and baptizing more 

followers than John. 2(But really 
Jesus himself did not baptize peo-
ple. His followers did the baptizing.) 
Jesus knew that the Pharisees had 
heard about him. 3So he left Judea 
and went back to Galilee. 4On the 
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Sheila Walsh, Women of Faith® speaker, is the author of the award-winning Gigi, God’s Little 
Princess® series, God Loves Broken People, The Shelter of God’s Promises, and a novel, Sweet 
Sanctuary. Sheila lives in Frisco, Texas, with her husband, Barry, and son, Christian.

The God’s Little Princess® brand is paired with the trustworthy NKJV in the first truly themed 
princess Bible inside and out for girls ages 6 to 10! Princesses everywhere will enjoy having their 
first full Bible from Sheila Walsh’s popular God’s Little Princess® brand, which has sold over 1.3 
million units. The accurate and reliable New King James Version® text is highlighted with 288 
pages of articles that help a princess grow into the young woman God created her to be!

NKJV, GOD’S LITTLE PRINCESS HOLY BIBLE

A full-text ICB Bible for the little princess in your life! The ICB translation is clear and easy for 
your little princess to understand and begin to memorize. Includes four-color inserts including 
maps, timelines, and other Bible study tools. With sparkling embellishments and a magnetic 
closure, the Princess Bible is sure to be an instant favorite among princesses of all ages.

Show your little princess what it means to truly be a daughter of God with the beautiful Golden Rose 
Princess Bible. This full-text International Children’s Bible® (ICB) is written at a third-grade reading 
level, so it is the perfect first step for young readers ready to read and explore God’s Word on their 
own. Every little girl is a princess in God’s eyes, and this glittery Bible packed with great features is 
truly fit for royalty!

ICB, PRINCESS BIBLE 

ICB, GOLDEN ROSE PRINCESS BIBLE

ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR RIBBON EDGING CARTON Q
ICB Edition (4-5/16 x 6-7/16, 1152 pages, 7 point type)
9781400309870 $24.99  Leatherflex 2-piece box Pink 1 Stained 24

ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR RIBBON EDGING CARTON Q
ICB Edition (5-3/8 x 8-1/4, 1312 pages, 9.5 point type)   
9781400314317 $19.99 Hardcover None Gold 1 Plain 16

The ICB Princess Bible is a beautiful combination of a princess-themed cover, the bestselling 
International Children’s Bible® text, and a fun coloring sticker book to delight every young girl’s 
princess passion.

ICB, PRINCESS BIBLE WITH COLORING  
STICKER BOOK

ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR RIBBON EDGING CARTON Q
ICB Edition (5-3/8 x 8-3/8, 1312 pages, 9.5 point type)  
9780718090999  $19.99 Hardcover O-Wrap Pink 1 Plain 20

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• Silver chain closure on a beautiful 

robin’s egg blue or pink leathersoft 
cover

• Full-text of the New King James 
Version

• Includes 24 pages of full-color inserts 
with a presentation page, maps, 
dictionary, concordance, special 
articles with “take it to heart” Bible 
application, and a satin ribbon marker

• 7-point print size

A full-text New King James Version Bible covered in leathersoft material with a silver chain closure. Sure to delight the 
lucky girl who receives it, this beautifully bound Bible creates an exquisite gift to celebrate any milestone or gift-giving 
occasion. Silver-Gilded pages and a silver chain with loop-and-toggle closure add to the charm of this Bible, and the small 
size is perfect for carrying to church or setting on a nightstand. 

NKJV, SIMPLY CHARMING BIBLE



138 139

KID ’S  B IBLES K ID ’S  B IBLES FASHION	BIBLESFASHION	BIBLES

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
•  Available in traditional green camoflage 

with cloth binding

•  Full-text International Children’s Bible®  
translations with presentation section, 
maps, dictionary, and ribbon marker

•  Provides a durable Bible for kids

• 7-point print size

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• Brand-new typesetting in a custom, one-

of-a-kind, easy-to-read font

• Complete text of the classic King James 
Version of the Bible

• Presentation page for gift giving

• Words of Christ in red

• Incredibly thin—less than an inch thick

• Reader-friendly 8-point font

ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR RIBBON EDGING CARTON Q
ICB Edition (4-5/16 x 6-7/16, 1152 pages, 7 point type)
9781400310357 $19.99 Flexcover Box w/window Green Camo 1 Stained 24

ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR RIBBON EDGING CARTON Q
ICB Edition (5-3/8 x 8-1/2, 992 pages, 8 point type)
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932JOHN 3:15 Jesus and John the Baptist

Man. The Son of Man must be lifted up
too. 15 Then everyone who believes in
him can have eternal life.

16‘‘For God loved the world so much
that he gave his only Son. God gave his
Son so that whoever believes in him may
not be lost, but have eternal life. 17God
did not send his Son into the world to
judge the world guilty, but to save the
world through him. 18He who believes in
God’s Son is not judged guilty. He who
does not believe has already been
judged guilty, because he has not be-
lieved in God’s only Son. 19People are
judged by this fact: I am the Light from
God that has come into the world. But
men did not want light. They wanted
darkness because they were doing evil
things. 20Everyone who does evil hates
the light. He will not come to the light
because it will show all the evil things
he has done. 21But he who follows the
true way comes to the light. Then the
light will show that the things he has
done were done through God.’’

22After this, Jesus and his followers
went into the area of Judea. There Jesus
stayed with his followers and baptized
people. 23John was also baptizing in Ae-
non, near Salim, because there was
plenty of water there. People were going
there to be baptized. 24(This was before
John was put into prison.)

25Some of John’s followers had an ar-
gument with a Jew about religious
washing.n 26So they came to John and
said, ‘‘Teacher, remember the man who
was with you on the other side of the
Jordan River, the one you spoke about?
He is baptizing, and everyone is going
to him.’’

27John answered, ‘‘A man can get only
what God gives him. 28You yourselves
heard me say, ‘I am not the Christ.d I am
only the one God sent to prepare the
way for him.’ 29The bride belongs only
to the bridegroom. The friend who helps
the bridegroom waits and listens for
him. He is glad when he hears the bride-
groom’s voice. That is the same pleasure
I have. And my time of joy is now here.
30He must become greater. And I must
become less important.

31‘‘The One who comes from above is
greater than all. He who is from the
earth belongs to the earth and talks
about things on the earth. But the One
3:25 religious washing The Jews washed themselves in special ways before eating, before
worshiping in the Temple, and at other special times. 4:9 Jews . . . Samaritans. This can also
be translated ‘‘Jews don’t use things that Samaritans have used.’’

who comes from heaven is greater than
all. 32 He tells what he has seen and
heard, but no one accepts what he says.
33The person who accepts what he says
has proven that God is true. 34God sent
him, and he tells the things that God
says. God gives him the Spiritd fully.
35The Father loves the Son and has given
him power over everything. 36He who
believes in the Son has eternal life. But
he who does not obey the Son will never
have that life. God’s anger stays with
him.’’

4The Phariseesd heard that Jesus was
making and baptizing more follow-

ers than John. 2(But really Jesus himself
did not baptize people. His followers did
the baptizing.) Jesus knew that the
Pharisees had heard about him. 3So he
left Judea and went back to Galilee. 4On
the way he had to go through the coun-
try of Samaria.

5In Samaria Jesus came to the town
called Sychar. This town is near the field
that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 6Ja-
cob’s well was there. Jesus was tired
from his long trip. So he sat down beside
the well. It was about noon. 7A Samari-
tand woman came to the well to get some
water. Jesus said to her, ‘‘Please give me
a drink.’’ 8(This happened while Jesus’
followers were in town buying some
food.)

9The woman said, ‘‘I am surprised that
you ask me for a drink. You are a Jew
and I am a Samaritan.’’ (Jews are not
friends with Samaritans.n)

10Jesus said, ‘‘You don’t know what
God gives. And you don’t know who
asked you for a drink. If you knew, you
would have asked me, and I would have
given you living water.’’

11 The woman said, ‘‘Sir, where will
you get that living water? The well is
very deep, and you have nothing to get
water with. 12Are you greater than Ja-
cob, our father? Jacob is the one who
gave us this well. He drank from it him-
self. Also, his sons and flocks drank
from this well.’’

13Jesus answered, ‘‘Every person who
drinks this water will be thirsty again.
14But whoever drinks the water I give
will never be thirsty again. The water I
give will become a spring of water flow-
ing inside him. It will give him eternal
life.’’

ICB TEXT SAMPLE - 7 POINT

A full-text Bible in the International Children’s Bible® translation in a camouflage canvas cover 
is just right for any kid. The cloth binding style offers kids a compact and cool look to carry 
their Bible to church, school, or on-the-go. This Bible is durable, flexible, and incredibly cool 
for kids of all ages.

On-the-go girls and boys looking for a Bible with a hot look and cool features need look no 
further. This thin, portable Bible fits perfectly in a backpack, bag, or desk and is easy to carry! 
With an awesome Leathersoft binding, King James Version text, and Christ’s words in red, this 
is one Bible you’ll want to take with you everywhere you go.

ICB, CAMOUFLAGE BIBLE

KJV, BIBLE FOR KIDS

ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR RIBBON EDGING CARTON Q
ICB Edition (5-3/8 x 8-1/4, 672 pages, 7 point type)
9781400322329 $7.99 Softcover None Purple 0 Plain 24
9781400322336 $7.99 Softcover None Gray 0 Plain 24
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537 JOHN 4:9Jesus and a Samaritan Woman
12Then Jesus went to the town of Capernaumwith

his mother, brothers and his followers. They all
stayed in Capernaum for a few days. 13But it was
almost time for the Jewish Passoverd Feast. So Jesus
went to Jerusalem. 14In the Templed he found men
selling cattle, sheep, and doves. He saw others sit-
ting at tables, exchanging money. 15Jesus made a
whip out of cords. Then he forced all these men,
with the sheep and cattle, to leave the Temple. He
turned over the tables and scattered the money of
the men who were exchanging it. 16Then he said to
those who were selling pigeons, ‘‘Take these things
out of here! Don’t make my Father’s house a place
for buying and selling!’’

17When this happened the followers remembered
what was written in the Scriptures:d ‘‘My strong
love for your Temple completely controls me.’’n

18The Jews said to Jesus, ‘‘Show us amiracled for a
sign. Prove that you have the right to do these things.’’

19Jesus answered, ‘‘Destroy this temple, and I will
build it again in three days.’’

20The Jews answered, ‘‘Men worked 46 years to
build this Temple! Do you really believe you can
build it again in three days?’’

21(But the temple Jesus meant was his own body.
22After Jesus was raised from death, his followers
remembered that Jesus had said this. Then they
believed the Scriptured and the words Jesus said.)

23Jesus was in Jerusalem for the Passover Feast.
Many people believed in him because they saw the
miracles he did. 24But Jesus did not trust himself to
them because he knew them all. 25He did not need
anyone to tell him about people. Jesus knew what
was in a person’s mind.

3 There was a man named Nicodemus who was
one of the Pharisees.d He was an important Jew-

ish leader. 2One night Nicodemus came to Jesus. He
said, ‘‘Teacher, we know that you are a teacher sent
from God. No one can do the miraclesd you do, un-
less God is with him.’’

3Jesus answered, ‘‘I tell you the truth. Unless one
is born again, he cannot be in God’s kingdom.’’

4Nicodemus said, ‘‘But if a man is already old,
how can he be born again? He cannot enter his
mother’s body again. So how can he be born a sec-
ond time?’’

5But Jesus answered, ‘‘I tell you the truth. Unless
one is born from water and the Spirit,d he cannot
enter God’s kingdom. 6Aperson’s body is born from
his human parents. But a person’s spiritual life is
born from the Spirit. 7Don’t be surprised when I tell
you, ‘You must all be born again.’ 8The wind blows
where it wants to go. You hear the wind blow. But
you don’t knowwhere the wind comes from orwhere
it is going. It is the same with every person who is
born from the Spirit.’’

9Nicodemus asked, ‘‘How can all this be possible?’’
10Jesus said, ‘‘You are an important teacher in Is-

rael. But you still don’t understand these things? 11I
tell you the truth. We talk about what we know. We
tell about what we have seen. But you don’t accept
what we tell you. 12I have told you about things here
on earth, but you do not believe me. So surely you
will not believe me if I tell you about the things of
heaven! 13The only one who has ever gone up to
heaven is the One who came down from heaven—
the Son of Man.d

14‘‘Moses lifted up the snake in the desert.n It is
the same with the Son of Man. The Son of Man
must be lifted up too. 15Then everyone who believes
in him can have eternal life.

2:17 ‘‘My . . . me.’’Quotation from Psalm 69:9. 3:14 Moses . . . desert The people of Israel were dying from snake bites. God
toldMoses to put a brass snake on a pole. The people who looked at the snake were healed (Numbers 21:4–9). 3:25 religious
washing The Jews washed themselves in special ways before eating, before worshiping in the Temple, and at other special
times. 4:9 Jews . . . Samaritans This can also be translated ‘‘Jews don’t use things that Samaritans have used.’’

16‘‘For God loved the world so much that he gave
his only Son. God gave his Son so that whoever
believes in him may not be lost, but have eternal
life. 17God did not send his Son into the world to
judge theworld guilty, but to save theworld through
him. 18He who believes in God’s Son is not judged
guilty. He who does not believe has already been
judged guilty, because he has not believed in God’s
only Son. 19People are judged by this fact: I am the
Light from God that has come into the world. But
men did not want light. They wanted darkness be-
cause they were doing evil things. 20Everyone who
does evil hates the light. He will not come to the
light because it will show all the evil things he has
done. 21But he who follows the true way comes to
the light. Then the light will show that the things he
has done were done through God.’’

22After this, Jesus and his followers went into the
area of Judea. There Jesus stayed with his followers
and baptized people. 23John was also baptizing in
Aenon, near Salim, because there was plenty of
water there. People were going there to be baptized.
24(This was before John was put into prison.)

25Some of John’s followers had an argument with
a Jew about religious washing.n 26So they came to
John and said, ‘‘Teacher, remember the man who
was with you on the other side of the Jordan River,
the one you spoke about? He is baptizing, and
everyone is going to him.’’

27John answered, ‘‘A man can get only what God
gives him. 28You yourselves heard me say, ‘I am not
the Christ.d I am only the one God sent to prepare
the way for him.’ 29The bride belongs only to the
bridegroom. The friend who helps the bridegroom
waits and listens for him. He is glad when he hears
the bridegroom’s voice. That is the same pleasure I
have. And my time of joy is now here. 30He must
become greater. And I must become less important.

31‘‘TheOnewho comes from above is greater than
all. He who is from the earth belongs to the earth
and talks about things on the earth. But the One
who comes from heaven is greater than all. 32He
tells what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts
what he says. 33The person who accepts what he
says has proven that God is true. 34God sent him,
and he tells the things that God says. God gives him
the Spiritd fully. 35The Father loves the Son and has
given him power over everything. 36Hewho believes
in the Son has eternal life. But he who does not
obey the Son will never have that life. God’s anger
stays with him.’’

4 ThePhariseesd heard that Jesuswasmaking and
baptizingmore followers than John. 2(But really

Jesus himself did not baptize people. His followers
did the baptizing.) Jesus knew that the Pharisees
had heard about him. 3So he left Judea and went
back to Galilee. 4On the way he had to go through
the country of Samaria.

5In Samaria Jesus came to the town called Sy-
char. This town is near the field that Jacob gave to
his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there. Jesus was
tired from his long trip. So he sat down beside the
well. It was about six o’clock in the evening. 7A
Samaritand woman came to the well to get some
water. Jesus said to her, ‘‘Please give me a drink.’’
8 (This happened while Jesus’ followers were in
town buying some food.)

9The woman said, ‘‘I am surprised that you ask
me for a drink. You are a Jewand I amaSamaritan.’’
(Jews are not friends with Samaritans.n)
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FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
•  International Children’s Bible® 

translation is written at a 3rd grade 
reading level so children can read and 
understand

•  Affordable price without sacrificing 
quality

•  Two-column format with 
contemporary design that kids will 
love

•  Great price for bulk purchases

• 7-point print size

The reasonably priced Gift & Award Bible makes special-occasion gifts and bulk purchases easy. With a cute, flowery 
design perfect for girls or cool shield design for boys, this full-text International Children’s Bible® features maps and a 
dedication page, making it a perfect presentation for baptism, confirmation, graduations, Vacation Bible School, and  
other gift-giving occasions.  

Give the gift of God’s Word, and commemorate special moments in a child’s life.

ICB, GIFT & AWARD BIBLE
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FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
•  International Children’s Bible® translation 

with a 3rd grade reading level  — the Bible 
children can read and understand

• Capitalizes on the popular butterfly trend 
that young girls love

• 10-point print size

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• Full-color presentation page

• Dictionary

• Concordance

• Full-text in International Children’s Bible®

• 7-point print size

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• Full-color presentation page

• Dictionary

• Concordance

• Full-text in International Children’s Bible® 
or New King James Version

• 9-point print size

ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR RIBBON EDGING CARTON Q
ICB Edition (5-3/8 x 8-1/4, 1312 pages, 10 point type)
9780718085575 $19.99 Hardcover O-Wrap Multicolor 0 Plain 20

ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR RIBBON EDGING CARTON Q
ICB Edition (4-5/16 x 6-7/16, 1152 pages, 7 point type)
9781400311194 $24.99 Hardcover Box w/window Multicolor 1 Plain 24

ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR RIBBON EDGING CARTON Q
ICB Edition (5-3/8 x 8-1/4, 1152 pages, 9 point type) 
9781400317035 $29.99 Flexcover Clamshell Box Pink 0 Plain 24

The International Children’s Bible® with its 3rd grade reading level is the Bible that children 
can read and understand for themselves. It has many new bonus features to help young 
readers interact with God’s Word in ways that help them learn. More than 300 key verses are 
highlighted throughout the Bible in order to call attention to some of the most foundational 
truths in God’s Word. The fonts are large and readable, with bold subject headings that will 
help early readers find their place on the page. The Butterfly Sparkle Bible includes sparkly 
packaging designed just for young girls featuring loads of foil, glitter, and bright colors. It 
comes with a bonus 16-page coloring book with two pages of colorful stickers!

The special binding style offers girls a compact and cool look to carry to church, school, or 
on-the-go. It’s durable, fun, and great for all ages! Beautiful flora-color palette, sparkle wings, 
beaded jeweled handle.

A fun sparkly and shiny Bible for little girls embellished with sequins. Cute to carry and 
easy to read! A full sized Bible in the International Children’s Bible® translation, it’s the Bible 
kids can read and understand! This adorable Bible is bound in floral fabric and embellished 
with shiny, sparkly sequins! The cover will invite other little girls to ask “what kind of Bible 
is that?” and the owner can show her sparkly shiny Bible, thus sharing the “light” of Jesus. 
Inside, the Bible will have four sweet full color presentation pages in the front, a dictionary/
concordance in the back, and the full texts of the Old and New Testaments.

ICB, BUTTERFLY SPARKLE BIBLE

ICB, GLITTER WINGS COMPACT KIDS BIBLE

ICB, SEQUIN BIBLE

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• Bible timeline

• Presentation page

• Journaling for favorite Bible verses

• Bible maps

• Study helps such as How Should I 
Read the Bible?,  How Do I Pray?, and 
How Do I Study the Bible?

• Articles to build a child’s faith, 
including How Do I Know Jesus 
Loves Me?, Bible Verses to Know, and 
Knowing Jesus Better.

Girls will love the design and will want to carry the Sequin Sparkle and Change Bible everywhere! This Sequin Sparkle and 
Change Bible features a cover with sequins that change color depending on which way your child swipes. It’s double the fun! 
It’s perfect for kids ages 6 to 10 to take to Sunday School, read with the family, or study on their own. 

Available in ICB® and NKJV, this Bible text is set in 10-point type, with bold in-text subject heads that help kids easily find 
the passages they are looking for. Also included are boldface words that correspond with a dictionary and concordance 
entry to explain word definitions. More than 300 key verses highlighted throughout the Bible for kids to read and learn. The 
beautifully illustrated insert pages are in a style that children love and will delight their imaginations.

ICB & NKJV, SEQUIN SPARKLE AND CHANGE BIBLE

ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR RIBBON EDGING CARTON Q
ICB Edition (5-3/8 x 8-1/4, 1312 pages, 10 point type)
9781400210732 $22.99 Hardcover None Pink 0 Plain 20
9781400210749 $22.99 Hardcover None Rainbow 0 Plain 20
NKJV Edition ((5-3/8 x 8-1/2, 1120 pages, 10 point type) 
9781400211876 $24.99 Hardcover None SIlver/Gold 0 Plain 20
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19 Jesus answered and said to them, “De­
stroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.”

20 Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty­ 
six years to build this temple, and will You 
raise it up in three days?”

21But He was speaking of the temple of 
His body. 22 Therefore, when He had risen 
from the dead, His disciples remembered 
that He had said this to them;a and they 
believed the Scripture and the word which 
 Jesus had said.

The discerner of heArTs
23Now when He was in Jerusalem at the 

Passover, during the feast, many believed 
in His name when they saw the signs which 
He did. 24But  Jesus did not commit Him­
self to them, because He knew all men, 
25and had no need that anyone should tes­
tify of man, for He knew what was in man.

The neW BirTh

3  There was a man of the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 

2 This man came to  Jesus by night and said 
to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a 
teacher come from God; for no one can 
do these signs that You do unless God is 
with him.”

3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most 
as sured ly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a 
man be born when he is old? Can he en­
ter a second time into his  mother’s womb 
and be born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most as sured ly, I say 
to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do 
not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wish­
es, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot 
tell where it comes from and where it goes. 
So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him, 
“How can these things be?”

10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are 
you the teacher of Israel, and do not know 
these things? 11Most as sured ly, I say to you, 
We speak what We know and testify what 
We have seen, and you do not receive Our 
witness. 12If I have told you earthly things 
and you do not believe, how will you be­
lieve if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one 
has ascended to heaven but He who came 

down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man 
who is in heaven.a 14And as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that 
whoever believes in Him should not per­
ish buta have eternal life. 16For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life. 17For 
God did not send His Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved.

18“He who believes in Him is not con­
demned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God. 19And this is the  condemnation, 
that the light has come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, be­
cause their deeds were evil. 20For everyone 
practicing evil hates the light and does not 
come to the light, lest his deeds should be 
exposed. 21But he who does the truth comes 
to the light, that his deeds may be clear­
ly seen, that they have been done in God.”

John The BApTisT exAlTs chrisT
22After these things  Jesus and His disci­

ples came into the land of Judea, and there 
He remained with them and baptized. 23Now 
John also was baptizing in Aenon near 
Salim, because there was much water there. 
And they came and were baptized. 24For 
John had not yet been thrown into prison.

25 Then there arose a dispute between 
some of John’s disciples and the Jews 
about purification. 26And they came to 
John and said to him, “Rabbi, He who was 
with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you 
have testified— behold, He is baptizing, 
and all are coming to Him!”

27John answered and said, “A man can 
receive nothing unless it has been given 
to him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear 
me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ 
but, ‘I have been sent before Him.’ 29He 
who has the bride is the bridegroom; but 
the friend of the bridegroom, who stands 
and hears him, rejoices greatly because of 
the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy 
of mine is fulfilled. 30He must increase, 
but I must decrease. 31He who comes from 
above is above all; he who is of the earth 
is earthly and speaks of the earth. He who 
comes from heaven is above all. 32And 
what He has seen and heard, that He tes­
tifies; and no one receives His testimony. 
33He who has received His testimony has 

2:22 a NU‑Text and M‑Text omit to them.    3:13 a NU‑Text omits who is in  heaven.    
3:15 a NU‑Text omits not perish but.    

939 John 3:33John 2:19
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Help your kids get excited about learning God’s Word! The NKJV Early Readers Bible offers 
the respected New King James Version® translation and 192 pages of helpful maps, charts, 
articles, study tools, and more. It’s the perfect first full-text Bible for children ages 7 to 10, 
and it comes in a fun, shiny foil cover they will love.

NKJV, EARLY READERS BIBLE

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		
• Book introductions

• Illustrated word list

• Reading plans

• Scripture memorization plans
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the Bible
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also included

• 10-point print size

 

1231 § John 3:9 John 4:4 § 1231

3:13 the Son of Man Some Greek copies continue, “who is in heaven.”
3:14 Moses . . . desert. The people of Israel were dying from snake bites. God told Moses to put a 

bronze snake on a pole. The people who looked at the snake were healed (Numbers 21:4– 9).
3:25 religious washing The Jews washed themselves in special ways before eating, before 

worshiping in the Temple, and at other special times.

every person who is born from the 
Spirit.”

9Nicodemus asked, “How can all 
this be possible?”

10Jesus said, “You are an important 
teacher in Israel. But you still don’t 
understand these things? 11I tell you 
the truth. We talk about what we 
know. We tell about what we have 
seen. But you don’t accept what we 
tell you. 12I have told you about things 
here on earth, but you do not believe 
me. So surely you will not believe me 
if I tell you about the things of heaven! 
13The only one who has ever gone up 
to heavend is the One who came down 
from heaven— the Son of Man.nd

14“Moses lifted up the snake in the 
desert.n It is the same with the Son of 
Man. The Son of Man must be lifted 
up too. 15Then everyone who believes 
in him can have eternal life.

16“For God loved the world so much 
that he gave his only Son. God gave 
his Son so that whoever believes in 
him may not be lost, but have eternal 
life.d 17God did not send his Son into 
the world to judge the world guilty, 
but to save the world through him. 
18He who believes in God’s Son is not 
judged guilty. He who does not be-
lieve has already been judged guilty, 
because he has not believed in God’s 
only Son. 19People are judged by this 
fact: I am the Light from God that 
has come into the world. But men 
did not want light. They wanted 
darkness because they were doing 
evil things. 20Everyone who does evil 
hates the light. He will not come to 
the light because it will show all the 
evil things he has done. 21But he who 
follows the true way comes to the 
light. Then the light will show that 
the things he has done were done 
through God.”

Jesus and John the Baptist
22After this, Jesus and his follow-

ers went into the area of Judea. There 
Jesus stayed with his followers and 
baptized people. 23John was also 
baptizing in Aenon, near Salim, be-
cause there was plenty of water there. 

People were going there to be bap-
tized. 24(This was before John was 
put into prison.)

25Some of John’s followers had an 
argument with a Jew about religious 
washing.n 26So they came to John and 
said, “Teacher, remember the man 
who was with you on the other side 
of the Jordan River, the one you spoke 
about? He is baptizing, and everyone 
is going to him.”

27John answered, “A man can 
get only what God gives him. 28 You 
yourselves heard me say, ‘I am not the 
Christ.d I am only the one God sent to 
prepare the way for him.’ 29 The bride 
belongs only to the bridegroom. The 
friend who helps the bridegroom 
waits and listens for him. He is glad 
when he hears the bridegroom’s 
voice. That is the same pleasure I 
have. And my time of joy is now here. 
30He must become greater. And I must 
become less important.

the One who Comes from heaven
31“The One who comes from above 

is greater than all. He who is from 
the earth belongs to the earth and 
talks about things on the earth. But 
the One who comes from heaven is 
greater than all. 32He tells what he 
has seen and heard, but no one ac-
cepts what he says. 33 The person who 
accepts what he says has proven that 
God is true. 34God sent him, and he 
tells the things that God says. God 
gives him the Spiritd fully. 35 The Fa-
ther loves the Son and has given him 
power over everything. 36He who 
believes in the Son has eternal life. 
But he who does not obey the Son 
will never have that life. God’s anger 
stays with him.”

Jesus and a Samaritan woman

4 The Phariseesd heard that Jesus 
was making and baptizing more 

followers than John. 2(But really 
Jesus himself did not baptize peo-
ple. His followers did the baptizing.) 
Jesus knew that the Pharisees had 
heard about him. 3So he left Judea 
and went back to Galilee. 4On the 

19 Jesus answered and said to them, “De­
stroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.”

20 Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty­ 
six years to build this temple, and will You 
raise it up in three days?”

21But He was speaking of the temple of 
His body. 22 Therefore, when He had risen 
from the dead, His disciples remembered 
that He had said this to them;a and they 
believed the Scripture and the word which 
 Jesus had said.

The discerner of heArTs
23Now when He was in Jerusalem at the 

Passover, during the feast, many believed 
in His name when they saw the signs which 
He did. 24But  Jesus did not commit Him­
self to them, because He knew all men, 
25and had no need that anyone should tes­
tify of man, for He knew what was in man.

The neW BirTh

3  There was a man of the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 

2 This man came to  Jesus by night and said 
to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a 
teacher come from God; for no one can 
do these signs that You do unless God is 
with him.”

3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most 
as sured ly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a 
man be born when he is old? Can he en­
ter a second time into his  mother’s womb 
and be born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most as sured ly, I say 
to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do 
not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wish­
es, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot 
tell where it comes from and where it goes. 
So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him, 
“How can these things be?”

10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are 
you the teacher of Israel, and do not know 
these things? 11Most as sured ly, I say to you, 
We speak what We know and testify what 
We have seen, and you do not receive Our 
witness. 12If I have told you earthly things 
and you do not believe, how will you be­
lieve if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one 
has ascended to heaven but He who came 

down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man 
who is in heaven.a 14And as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that 
whoever believes in Him should not per­
ish buta have eternal life. 16For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life. 17For 
God did not send His Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved.

18“He who believes in Him is not con­
demned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God. 19And this is the  condemnation, 
that the light has come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, be­
cause their deeds were evil. 20For everyone 
practicing evil hates the light and does not 
come to the light, lest his deeds should be 
exposed. 21But he who does the truth comes 
to the light, that his deeds may be clear­
ly seen, that they have been done in God.”

John The BApTisT exAlTs chrisT
22After these things  Jesus and His disci­

ples came into the land of Judea, and there 
He remained with them and baptized. 23Now 
John also was baptizing in Aenon near 
Salim, because there was much water there. 
And they came and were baptized. 24For 
John had not yet been thrown into prison.

25 Then there arose a dispute between 
some of John’s disciples and the Jews 
about purification. 26And they came to 
John and said to him, “Rabbi, He who was 
with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you 
have testified— behold, He is baptizing, 
and all are coming to Him!”

27John answered and said, “A man can 
receive nothing unless it has been given 
to him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear 
me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ 
but, ‘I have been sent before Him.’ 29He 
who has the bride is the bridegroom; but 
the friend of the bridegroom, who stands 
and hears him, rejoices greatly because of 
the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy 
of mine is fulfilled. 30He must increase, 
but I must decrease. 31He who comes from 
above is above all; he who is of the earth 
is earthly and speaks of the earth. He who 
comes from heaven is above all. 32And 
what He has seen and heard, that He tes­
tifies; and no one receives His testimony. 
33He who has received His testimony has 

2:22 a NU‑Text and M‑Text omit to them.    3:13 a NU‑Text omits who is in  heaven.    
3:15 a NU‑Text omits not perish but.    
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• 9.5-point print size
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The History of Creation

1    In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth. 2 The earth 

was without form, and void; and dark-
ness was a on the face of the deep. And 
the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
face of the waters.

3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; 
and there was light. 4And God saw the 
light, that it was good; and God divid-
ed the light from the darkness. 5God 
called the light Day, and the darkness 
He called Night. So the evening and the 
morning were the first day.

6 Then God said, “Let there be a fir-
mament in the midst of the waters, and 
let it divide the waters from the waters.” 
7 Thus God made the firmament, and di-
vided the waters which were under the 
firmament from the waters which were 
above the firmament; and it was so. 
8And God called the firmament Heaven. 
So the evening and the morning were 
the second day.

9 Then God said, “Let the waters un-

der the heavens be gathered together 
into one place, and let the dry land ap-
pear”; and it was so. 10And God called 
the dry land Earth, and the gathering to-
gether of the waters He called Seas. And 
God saw that it was good.

11 Then God said, “Let the earth bring 
forth grass, the herb that yields seed, 
and the fruit tree that yields fruit ac-
cording to its kind, whose seed is in it-
self, on the earth”; and it was so. 12And 
the earth brought forth grass, the herb 
that yields seed according to its kind, 
and the tree that yields fruit, whose seed 
is in itself according to its kind. And God 
saw that it was good. 13So the evening 
and the morning were the third day.

14 Then God said, “Let there be lights 
in the firmament of the heavens to di-
vide the day from the night; and let them 
be for signs and seasons, and for days 
and years; 15and let them be for lights 
in the firmament of the heavens to give 
light on the earth”; and it was so. 16 Then 
God made two great lights: the greater 

light to rule the day, and the lesser light 
to rule the night. He made the stars also. 
17God set them in the firmament of the 
heavens to give light on the earth, 18and 
to rule over the day and over the night, 
and to divide the light from the dark-
ness. And God saw that it was good. 
19So the evening and the morning were 
the fourth day.

20 Then God said, “Let the waters 
abound with an abundance of living 
creatures, and let birds fly above the 
earth across the face of the firmament 
of the heavens.” 21So God created great 
sea creatures and every living thing that 

1:2 a Words in italic type have been added for clarity. They are not found in the original Hebrew or Aramaic.    

moves, with which the waters abound-
ed, according to their kind, and every 
winged bird according to its kind. And 
God saw that it was good. 22And God 
blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, 
and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23So 
the evening and the morning were the 
fifth day.

24 Then God said, “Let the earth bring 
forth the living creature according to 
its kind: cattle and creeping thing and 
beast of the earth, each according to its 
kind”; and it was so. 25And God made 
the beast of the earth according to its 
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During the 3rd millenium Lower and Upper Egypt were united. Egypt’s 
Old Kingdom (2700 –2160 b.c.) produced the great pyramids, such as 
those at Giza. In Mesopotamia, the land of Sumer developed a system 
of independent city-states. Toward the end of the millennium this city-
state rule was replaced by a more extensive territorial rule centered in 
Accad.

The First Artist
Genesis 1

In the beginning God was alone, but He wasn’t lonely. He was already 
planning a magnificent universe packed with wonder, mystery, and 
adventure.

It would be a stunning place, full of discovery and delight; but 
most importantly, it would be a place where He could reveal His love 
and where His creation could worship Him.

So God spoke into the darkness, and planets and stars and galax-
ies appeared from nothing and spiraled into space.

He made the earth and the sky. He created dinosaurs and sharks 
and eagles and all the other animals that swim and frolic and fly. He 
formed the canyons and the seas, and He told the plants where to 
grow.

Then He made people in a very special way, giving them a spirit 
that would desire Him.

It’s no mistake that you’re here. You’re a part of God’s timeless 
plan. He cares about you. He always has, even before the universe 
began.

Discovering the Adventure: Did you 
know that God is still creating? He continues to create light in 

people’s hearts. Check out how in 2 Corinthians 4:6!
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• Bible book introductions and practical 

application and Bible truths articles

• 60 Logos Discovery articles – articles that 
take kids on a journey through the Bible

• 50 Bible Heroes studies and highlighted 
Bible memory verses

• Full-color maps

The Explorer’s Study Bible takes kids on the adventure of a lifetime to find the treasure of 
God’s message.  This full-text New King James Version Study Bible contains incredible 
study helps such as maps, keyword verses, interesting Bible facts, dictionary/concordance, 
and more, all designed to bring God’s Word—its people, places, events, and message—into 
a kid’s world! It’s full of fascinating features that make the Bible fun to read and explore, 
entertaining to learn about, and easy to study and understand.

NKJV, THE EXPLORER’S STUDY BIBLE

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		
• 140 Word Decoders: Your “compass” to 

the meaning of hard-to-understand Bible 
names and terms

• 100 Bible Explorers: Get to know Bible 
heroes and villains and see God’s love for 
every person

• 100 Discoveries: Experience what it was like 
to live in Bible times

• 80 Bible Treasures: Gain wisdom through 
the lessons learned by Bible characters

 
• 366 Digging In articles: Find rich treasures 

in God’s Word and learn Bible story back-
grounds and the meaning of key passages

• 100 Mystery Solved articles: Get answers to 
the 100 most-asked questions about the Bible

“Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher
come from God; for no one can do these
signs that You do unless God is with him.”

3Jesus answered and said to him, “Most
assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man
be born when he is old? Can he enter a sec-
ond time into his mother’s womb and be
born?”

5Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to
you, unless one is born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.
6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do
not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be
born again.’ 8The wind blows where it wish-
es, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot
tell where it comes from and where it goes.
So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him,
“How can these things be?”

10Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you
the teacher of Israel, and do not know these
things? 11Most assuredly, I say to you, We
speak what We know and testify what We

have seen, and you do not receive Our wit-
ness. 12If I have told you earthly things and
you do not believe, how will you believe if I
tell you heavenly things? 13No one has
ascended to heaven but He who came down
from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is
in heaven. 14And as Moses lifted up the ser-
pent in the wilderness, even so must the Son
of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have eternal
life. 16For God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life. 17For God did not send His
Son into the world to condemn the world, but
that the world through Him might be saved.

18“He who believes in Him is not con-
demned; but he who does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not
believed in the name of the only begotten
Son of God. 19And this is the condemnation,
that the light has come into the world, and
men loved darkness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil. 20For everyone prac-
ticing evil hates the light and does not come
to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.

1151

JOHN 3:20

What Nicodemus Learned
The Pharisees (pronounced FAIR-uh-sees) were among the leaders of the Jew-
ish people for centuries before Jesus came. The crowds began to follow Jesus.

Nicodemus was determined to find out just who this Man was. The people
said He could even heal the sick. Nicodemus thought there couldn’t be any
harm in talking to Jesus. But he decided to go at night so none of his friends
would see him.

The new Teacher Jesus really upset Nicodemus at first. Jesus told him that
he “must be born again.” When Nicodemus asked Him what this meant, He
said Nicodemus had to be born all over again from God. Because Nicodemus
trusted Jesus, he became a new person.

Would you like to be born again?

BI B L E  T R E A S U R E S

>>> W O R D  D E C O D E R S
3:3 Born Again When God changes a person to become a Christian. The change
is so great that Jesus said it is like being born all over again.
3:16 Believes To accept what God has said in the Bible and to trust Jesus to
save you from your sins. To believe as a Christian is to receive Jesus Christ into
your life.
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FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• Behind the Scenes: book introductions for 

each book of the Bible

• Spotlight: Gods story from Genesis to 
Revelation

• Epic Ideas: Must-know topics that relate to 
a kids world

• Action!: Helpful, interesting, and day-to-
day life topics

• Starring Roles: Personality profiles of 
leading Bible characters

• In Focus: highlighted words with easy to 
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the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish buta have 
eternal life. 16For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 17For God did not send His 
Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world through Him might be 
saved.

18“He who believes in Him is not con-
demned; but he who does not believe is con-
demned already, because he has not believed 
in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

tell where it comes from and where it goes. 
So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9Nicodemus answered and said to Him, 
“How can these things be?”

10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are 
you the teacher of Israel, and do not know 
these things? 11Most as sured ly, I say to you, 
We speak what We know and testify what 
We have seen, and you do not receive Our 
witness. 12If I have told you earthly things 
and you do not believe, how will you be-
lieve if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one 
has ascended to heaven but He who came 
down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man 
who is in heaven.a 14And as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, even so must 
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Epic Ideas
SALVATION NICK AT NIGHT
READ IT: JOHN 3:1– 21

GET IT:
People who’ve never read the Bible have heard of John 3:16. Even guys 

with rainbow ’fro wigs and wild outfits hold it up on poster boards behind 
football end zones. In fact, John 3:16 is probably the most famous verse in 
the whole Bible.

But it wasn’t a Bible verse when Nicodemus heard the words. They 
were the words of Jesus, spoken directly to him. Can you imagine that?

Nicodemus (let’s call him Nick) was an important guy. He had power 
and influence. And seeking out Jesus was a risky move for him, which is 
why he came to Jesus in the dark, at night. Nick didn’t want to be caught, 
but he had burning questions he just had to ask.

It’s important to know that Nick was also a religious leader. In fact, 
he was doing everything “right.” He wasn’t a guy anyone would have 
considered a sinner. But Jesus told him that being religious wasn’t 
enough. Jesus said everyone has to be “born again” (v. 3) in order to gain 
salvation.

LIVE IT:
If you want to experience the life you were made for, you have to be 

saved (that’s what salvation means) from your own sin. You can’t do it 
alone. Being religious isn’t enough. Only Jesus can save you. Believe and 
ask and He will do it.
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3:13 a NU- Text omits who is in  heaven.   3:15 a NU- Text 
omits not perish but.   
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MATTHEW HENRY STUDY BIBLE
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THE JESUS BIBLE NVI EDITION  
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Through its more than 2,000 two-color pages, 
the reader will discover philological, cultural, 
devotional and doctrinal content that will 
expand and renew the depth of their Bible study. 
Hundreds of notes, diagrams, photographs and 
full-page articles accompany the entire text of 
the Reina Valera Revisada Bible: the preferred 
translation of many important and recognized 
Spanish speaking Bible scholars today.

Encounter the living Jesus in all of Scripture. 
From the Passion Movement, The Jesus Bible, 
NVI Edition, with exclusive articles from Louie 
Giglio, Max Lucado, John Piper, Ravi Zacharias, 
and Randy Alcorn, lifts Jesus up as the lead 
story of the Bible. See him in every book so that 
you may know him more intimately, love him 
more passionately, and walk with him more 
faithfully.

En sus más de 2.000 páginas a dos colores, el 
lector descubrirá gran cantidad de contenido 
de índole filológico, cultural, devocional 
y doctrinal que ampliarán y renovarán la 
profundidad de su estudio bíblico. Cientos 
de notas, diagramas, fotografías y artículos a 
página completa acompañan el texto íntegro 
de la Reina Valera Revisada: la traducción 
bíblica predilecta de muchos importantes 
y reconocidos eruditos de la Biblia en la 
actualidad.

Descubra al Señor Jesús de principio a fin en 
las Escrituras con La Biblia Jesús NVI, del 
Movimiento Passion. Con artículos exclusivos 
de Louie Giglio, Max Lucado, John Piper, 
Ravi Zacharias y Randy Alcorn que destacan 
a Jesús como la historia central de la Biblia. 
Véalo en cada libro y llegue a conocerlo más 
íntimamente, amarlo más apasionadamente, y 
caminar con Él más fielmente.

The RVR Study Bible is the cornerstone Bible for 
anyone interested in serious Bible Study. It features 
the RVR, one of the best translations for Bible 
Study, and also includes 8 pages of clear, attractive 
full-color maps, and more than 15,000 study notes 
that help you understand the text and apply the 
Bible to your own life. 

La Santa Biblia de estudio Reina Valera Revisada 
es fundamental para cualquier persona interesada 
en el estudio bíblico serio. Incluye la RVR, una de 
las mejores traducciones para el Estudio Bíblico, 
y también incluye 8 páginas de atractivos mapas a 
todo color y más de 15,000 notas de estudio que le 
ayudarán a comprender el texto y aplicar la Biblia a 
su propia vida.
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ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
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The innovative text of the Reina Valera Revisada 
(RVR), was developed by a group of biblical 
specialists led by Dr. Francisco Lacueva. The 
RVR respects the original text of Reina, retaining 
the beauty and cadence of its Castilian form and 
highlighting in brackets the textual variations 
discovered after the original translation into 
Spanish. This Bible contains practical references 
in a central column that enhance the reading and 
study experience. In addition, the Santa Biblia 
Reina Valera Revisada RVR, con Referencias y 
Concordancia features the innovative, beautiful 
and easy to read, Comfort Print® Font.

El innovador texto de la Reina Valera Revisada 
(RVR), fue desarrollado por un grupo de 
especialistas bíblicos dirigidos por el Dr. Francisco 
Lacueva. La RVR respeta el texto original de 
Reina, conservado la belleza y cadencia de su 
forma castellana y resaltando entre corchetes las 
variaciones textuales descubiertas posteriormente 
a la traducción original al español. Esta Biblia 
contiene prácticas referencias en una columna 
central que mejoran el experiencia de lectura y 
estudio. Además, la Santa Biblia Reina Valera 
Revisada RVR, con Referencias y Concordancia 
incluye la innovadora letra Comfort Print®, bella y 
fácil de leer.

RVR HOLY BIBLE, REFERENCE AND CONCORDANCE
SANTA BIBLIA RVR CON REFERENCIAS Y CONCORDANCIA 

ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
RVR 1960 (6-1/4 x 9-1/4, 1216 pages, 10 point type) 
9781418597900 $24.99 Hardcover Jacket Brown N Plain 12
9781400210657 $24.99 Leathersoft 2-piece Box Brown N Gold-Gilded 12



150 151

SPANISH  B IBLESSTUDY BIBLES SPANISH  B IBLES STUDY BIBLES

l
a

 B
IB

L
IA

 d
e

L
ID

E
R

A
Z

G
O

D
E

M
A

X
W

E
L

L

JOHN C. 
MAXWELL

V e r s i ó n  r e i n a - V a l e r a  1 9 6 0

A C T U A L I Z A D A  Y  A M P L I A D A

la BIBLIA  de

LIDERAZGO
DE

MAXWELL

JOHN C. MAXWELL

L e C C I o n e s  de  L I D e r A Z g o  e x T r A í DA s

de la  P A L A b r A  de  D I o s  por

978-0-7180-3705-5

9780718037055 RVR Liderazgo Maxwell HDCVR.indd   1 12/29/15   9:49 PM

JO
H

N
 C

.
M

A
X

W
E

L
L

la BIBLIA  de

LIDERAZGO
DE

MAXWELL

l
a

 B
IB

L
IA

 d
e

L
ID

E
R

A
Z

G
O

D
E

M
A

X
W

E
L

L

978-0-7180-3710-9

MAXWELL LEADERSHIP BIBLE 
LA BIBLIA DE LIDERAZGO DE MAXWELL 

ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q 
RVR 1960 (6-3/16 x 9-3/16, 1664 pages, 10 point type) 
9780718037055 $44.99  Hardcover Multicolor N Plain 12
9780718037109 $64.99  Leathersoft™ Brown N Gold-Gilded 12
NVI (6-3/16 x 9-3/16, 1696 pages, 9 point type)
9780718092542 $44.99  Hardcover White/Green N Plain 12
9780718092535 $64.99  Leathersoft™  Brown N Gold-Gilded 12
RVR 1960 (5-3/8 x 7-5/8, 1664, 8 point type)
9780718092559 $29.99 Hardcover White/Blue N Plain 12
9780718092528 $49.99 Leathersoft™ Brown N Gold-Gilded 12 

Juan 3.8  1292

14 Y como Moisés levantó la serpiente en el 
desierto, a así es necesario que el Hijo del Hom-
bre sea levantado,
15 para que todo aquel que en él cree, no se pier-
da, mas tenga vida eterna.

De tal manera amó Dios al mundo
16 Porque de tal manera amó Dios al mundo, 

que ha dado a su Hijo unigénito, para que todo 
aquel que en él cree, no se pierda, mas tenga 
vida eterna.
17 Porque no envió Dios a su Hijo al mundo para 
condenar al mundo, sino para que el mundo sea 
salvo por él.
18 El que en él cree, no es condenado; pero el 
que no cree, ya ha sido condenado, porque no 
ha creído en el nombre del unigénito Hijo de 
Dios.
19 Y ésta es la condenación: que la luz vino al 
mundo, y los hombres amaron más las tinieblas 
que la luz, porque sus obras eran malas.
20 Porque todo aquel que hace lo malo, aborrece 
la luz y no viene a la luz, para que sus obras no 
sean reprendidas.
21 Mas el que practica la verdad viene a la luz, 
para que sea manifiesto que sus obras son 
hechas en Dios.

8 El viento 4 sopla de donde quiere, y oyes su 
sonido; mas ni sabes de dónde viene, ni a dónde 
va; así es todo aquel que es nacido del Espíritu.
9 Respondió Nicodemo y le dijo: ¿Cómo puede 
hacerse esto?
10 Respondió Jesús y le dijo: ¿Eres tú maestro de 
Israel, y no sabes esto?
11 De cierto, de cierto te digo, que lo que sabe-
mos hablamos, y lo que hemos visto, testifica-
mos; y no recibís nuestro testimonio.
12 Si os he dicho cosas terrenales, y no creéis, 
¿cómo creeréis si os dijere las celestiales?
13 Nadie subió al cielo, sino el que descendió del 
cielo; el Hijo del Hombre, que está en el cielo.

4. 3.8 La misma palabra griega significa tanto viento como espíritu.
a 3.14 Nm 21.9.

JESÚS Hijo de Dios, Líder de Dios
Juan 3.1–21

U n fariseo llamado Nicodemo reconoció algo especial en Jesús, algo que le hacía distinto a 
muchos otros tipos religiosos que había conocido. Jesús parecía poseer una autoridad única 

en todo lo que hacía o decía. Así que este líder celoso confesó acertadamente a Jesús: «Nadie 

puede hacer estas señales que tú haces, si no está Dios con él» (Jn 3.2). Con esa frase, Nicodemo 

mostró lo cerca que estaba de entender la verdadera identidad de Jesucristo.

En su conversación con Nicodemo, y en el encuentro con la mujer samaritana en el pozo y en 

una serie de milagros y enseñanzas que siguieron (Jn 4—6), Jesús se estableció en palabra y obra 

como el único a quien Dios había enviado para ser el Salvador del mundo.

Aunque Nicodemo reconoció que Dios había enviado a Jesús, había mucho más que eso. Cristo 

no fue solo enviado por Dios; Él era Dios hecho carne, el Hijo del Dios viviente y verdadero.

Como ninguno de nosotros puede reclamar la elevada herencia de Jesús, nadie puede equipa-

rarse exactamente al tipo de liderazgo expresado por el Señor Jesucristo cuando caminaba por la 

tierra. Pero podemos mirarlo como nuestro modelo y ejemplo de liderazgo perfecto, y confiar en el 

Espíritu Santo (como Él hizo) para que otorgue poderes a nuestro liderazgo.

Comunicación: Jesús 
redujo su mensaje a una 

frase memorable
Juan 3.16

En un versículo de treinta palabras, Jesús explicó 
la esencia de su misión. Los líderes eficaces co-

nocen la importancia de comprimir sus complejas 
actividades en una frase fácil de recordar. Este es 
el secreto de la buena comunicación. ¡Hazlo breve! 
¡Hazlo simple! ¡Hazlo relevante! ¡Hazlo atractivo!
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John C. Maxwell is an internationally respected leadership expert, speaker, and author who has sold more than 19 million 
books. Dr. Maxwell is the founder of EQUIP, a non-profit organization that has trained more than 5 million leaders in 126 
countries worldwide. A New York Times, Wall Street Journal, and Business Week best selling author, Maxwell has written 
three books that have sold more than a million copies each: The 21 Irrefutable Laws of Leadership, Developing the Leader 
Within You, and The 21 Indispensable Qualities of a Leader.

John Maxwell is a nationally respected expert in leadership. 
This Bible provides an in-depth look at God’s laws for 
leaders and leadership. In this Bible, Dr. Maxwell explains 
what a godly leader is and how God is glorified when you 
accept the role you’re called to. It includes great articles 
and insights that will become an invaluable part of your 
leadership library. You’ll find 21 Irrefutable Laws of 
Leadership and 21 Indispensable Qualities of a Leader with 
lessons about Biblical characters who exemplified each. 
Over 100 biographical profiles feature stories that share 
God’s truth about leadership. Available in the NVI and 
RVR60 Spanish Bible translations.

John Maxwell es un experto en el tema de liderazgo que 
goza de respeto a nivel nacional. Esta Biblia proporciona 
un vistazo profundo a las leyes de Dios para los líderes y 
el liderazgo. En esta Biblia, doctor Maxwell explica lo que 
conlleva ser un líder piadoso, y cómo Dios es glorificado 
cuando tú aceptas el papel al cual has sido llamado. Incluye 
excelentes artículos y conceptos que la harán un recurso 
invaluable en tu biblioteca sobre el tema del liderazgo. 
Encontrarás las 21 leyes irrefutables del liderazgo, y las 
21 cualidades indispensables de un líder, con lecciones 
sobre personajes bíblicos. Más de cien perfiles biográficos 
presentan historias en las cuales se nos muestra la verdad 
de Dios acerca del liderazgo. Disponible en las traducciones 
NVI y RVR60.

NVI WOMEN’S STUDY BIBLE 
BIBLIA DE ESTUDIO PARA LA MUJER NVI 

ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q 
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The Woman’s Study Bible is a priceless treasure, 
poignantly revealing the Word of God to a 
woman’s heart. Character portraits, articles, 
quotes, and other contents reflect the contributions 
of over 80 women from a wide variety of ethnic, 
denominational, educational, and occupational 
backgrounds. Special features designed to speak 
to a woman’s heart appear throughout the Bible 
text, revealing Scripture-based insights about how 
godly womanhood grows from a woman’s identity 
as a Christ-follower and a child of the Kingdom. 
This updated edition features a beautiful redesign, 
the exclusive Comfort Print®font, and the full text 
of the Nueva Versión Internacional.

La Biblia de estudio para la mujer NVI es un 
preciado tesoro que revela, de forma conmovedora, 
la Palabra de Dios al corazón de la mujer. Los 
perfiles de personajes, artículos, citas, y otros 
contenidos reflejan las contribuciones de más de 
80 mujeres de una amplia variedad de trasfondos 
étnicos, denominacionales, educativos y 
ocupacionales. Contenidos especiales (diseñados 
para hablar al corazón de la mujer) aparecen a 
través del texto de la Biblia, revelando conceptos 
bíblicos sobre cómo la femineidad divina surge a 
partir de la identidad de la mujer como seguidora 
de Cristo y como hija del Reino. Esta edición 
actualizada presenta un hermoso rediseño, la 
exclusiva letra Comfort Print® y el texto completo 
de la Nueva Versión Internacional.

THE MACARTHUR STUDY BIBLE 
BIBLIA DE ESTUDIO MACARTHUR, RVR 1960

From the moment you pick it up, you’ll know 
it’s a classic. The  Biblia de estudio MacArthur is 
perfect for serious study. Dr. John MacArthur 
has collected his pastoral and scholarly work 
of more than 35 years to create the most 
comprehensive study Bible available. No 
other study Bible does such a thorough job of 
explaining the historical context, unfolding the 
meaning of the text, and  making it practical for 
your life.

Desde el momento en que decida hacer suya 
esta Biblia, sabrá que es un clásico.La Biblia 
de estudio MacArthur es ideal para un análisis 
profundo y objetivo. El doctor John MacArthur 
compila en esta obra más de 35 años de labor 
pastoral y académica con el fin de crear la 
Biblia de estudio más completa a disposición 
del lector. Ninguna otra Biblia de estudio 
explica con tanta eficacia el contexto histórico, 
desarrollando el significado del texto y dándole 
un valor práctico para su vida.

ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
RVR 1960 (6-3/16 x 9-3/16, 2112 pages, 9 point type)
9781602559394 $27.99 Softcover None Brown N  Plain 12
9781602552951 $44.99  Hardcover  Jacket Brown N Plain 12 
9781602557055            $51.99             Hardcover  Jacket Brown Y Plain 12
9781602552968 $64.99  Leathersoft™ 2-piece Box Black/Brown N Gold-Gilded 10
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John MacArthur, author of many bestsellers that have touched millions of lives, is pastor-teacher of Grace Community 
Church, president of Master’s College and Seminary, and president of Grace to You, the ministry that produces the 
internationally syndicated radio program Grace to You. 
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RVR 1960 WOMAN’S STUDY BIBLE
BIBLIA DE ESTUDIO PARA LA MUJER, RVR 1960

RVR 1960 WOMEN OF DESTINY BIBLE 
BIBLIA MUJERES DE PROPÓSITO RVR 1960

 
ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
RVR (6-3/8 x 9-3/16, 1920 pages, 9 point type)
9780529114242 $44.99 Hardcover Jacket White/Pink N Plain 10
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ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
RVR (6-3/16 x 9-1/4, 1696 pages, 9 point type)
9780899226019 $44.99 Hardcover Jacket Multicolor N Plain 12 
9781602558083 $64.99 Leathersoft™ 2-piece Box Purple N Plain 12

Los miLagros de Jesús  
entre Las muJeres

miLagro referencias

Curación de la suegra de Pedro Mt 8.14, 15
Mr 1.30, 31
Lc 4.38, 39

Resurrección de la hija de Jairo Mt 9.18, 23-25
Mr 5.22, 24, 
35-42
Lc 8.40-42, 
49-55

Curación de la mujer 
hemorrágica

Mt 9.20-22
Mr 5.25-34
Lc 8.43-48

Sanidad de la hija de la mujer 
cananita

Mt 15.21-28
Mr 7.24-30

Resurrección del hijo de la 
viuda de Naín

Lc 7.11-15

Sanidad de la mujer encorvada Lc 13.11-13

Convertir el agua en vino en las 
bodas de Caná a petición de la 
madre de Jesús

Jn 2.1-11

san juan 3.3  1370

porque nadie puede hacer estas señales que tú 
haces, si no está Dios con él.
3 Respondió Jesús y le dijo: De cierto, de cierto te 
digo, que el que no naciere de nuevo, no puede 
ver el reino de Dios.
4 Nicodemo le dijo: ¿Cómo puede un hombre na-
cer siendo viejo? ¿Puede acaso entrar por segun-
da vez en el vientre de su madre, y nacer?
5 Respondió Jesús: De cierto, de cierto te digo, 
que el que no naciere de agua y del Espíritu, no 
puede entrar en el reino de Dios.
6 Lo que es nacido de la carne, carne es; y lo que 
es nacido del Espíritu, 3 espíritu es.
7 No te maravilles de que te dije: Os es necesario 
nacer de nuevo.
8 El viento 4 sopla de donde quiere, y oyes su soni-
do; mas ni sabes de dónde viene, ni a dónde va; 
así es todo aquel que es nacido del Espíritu.
9 Respondió Nicodemo y le dijo: ¿Cómo puede 
hacerse esto?

10 Respondió Jesús y le dijo: ¿Eres tú maestro de 
Israel, y no sabes esto?
11 De cierto, de cierto te digo, que lo que sabe-
mos hablamos, y lo que hemos visto, testifica-
mos; y no recibís nuestro testimonio.
12 Si os he dicho cosas terrenales, y no creéis, 
¿cómo creeréis si os dijere las celestiales?
13 Nadie subió al cielo, sino el que descendió del 
cielo; el Hijo del Hombre, que está en el cielo.
14 Y como Moisés levantó la serpiente en el 
desierto, a así es necesario que el Hijo del Hom-
bre sea levantado,
15 para que todo aquel que en él cree, no se pier-
da, mas tenga vida eterna.

De tal manera amó Dios al mundo
16 Porque de tal manera amó Dios al mundo, 

que ha dado a su Hijo unigénito, para que todo 
aquel que en él cree, no se pierda, mas tenga vida 
eterna.
17 Porque no envió Dios a su Hijo al mundo para 
condenar al mundo, sino para que el mundo sea 
salvo por él.
18 El que en él cree, no es condenado; pero el 
que no cree, ya ha sido condenado, porque no 
ha creído en el nombre del unigénito Hijo de 
Dios.
19 Y ésta es la condenación: que la luz vino al 
mundo, y los hombres amaron más las tinieblas 
que la luz, porque sus obras eran malas.
20 Porque todo aquel que hace lo malo, aborrece 
la luz y no viene a la luz, para que sus obras no 
sean reprendidas.
21 Mas el que practica la verdad viene a la luz, 
para que sea manifiesto que sus obras son 
hechas en Dios.

El amigo del esposo
22 Después de esto, vino Jesús con sus discípu-

los a la tierra de Judea, y estuvo allí con ellos, y 
bautizaba.

3.3-10 nicodemo estaba confundido con la insistencia de 
Jesús en el nuevo nacimiento. «De nuevo» (gr. anothen) tie-
ne varios significados: «desde la concepción» o «el mismo 
principio», «nuevamente» o «una segunda vez», «de arriba» 
o «de Dios». Este líder judío sabía que un nuevo nacimiento 
físico era imposible. «Espíritu» (gr. pneuma) también puede 
significar «viento», dependiendo del contexto. Jesús utilizó 
la palabra para ilustrar la actividad del Espíritu, explicando a 
Nicodemo que debía nacer del Espíritu para poder entender 
las cosas espirituales de Dios.
3.13 Jesús se definió como el que descendió del cielo, el 
«Hijo del hombre». Este título aparece más de 80 veces en 

los Evangelios, pero solo cuatro en el resto del NT. Apunta al 
ministerio y a la comisión especiales de Dios; su sufrimiento, 
muerte y resurrección; y su retorno.
3.14, 15 Juan destacó a lo largo de su evangelio la vergüenza de 
la cruz y la majestad de la resurrección. Dios castigó a los israe-
litas en el desierto con serpientes mortales después de que se 
quejasen y hablasen contra él y Moisés (cp. Nm 21.4-9). Muchas 
personas murieron por sus mordeduras. Cuando el pueblo se 
arrepintió y suplicó misericordia, el Señor dijo a Moisés que 
levantase una serpiente ardiente sobre un asta dentro del cam-
pamento. Él prometió que todo el que mirase a esa serpiente de 
bronce se curaría de la mordedura venenosa y se salvaría de la 

3. 3.6 La misma palabra griega significa tanto viento como espíritu. 
4. 3.8 La misma palabra griega significa tanto viento como espíritu.

a 3.14 Nm. 21:9.
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TEXT SAMPLE -9 POINT

Every woman loves to receive a love letter, 
and that is precisely what the word of God 
is.The Biblia Mujeres de propósito presents in a 
beautiful way the richness and eternal truth of 
the living word of God, with words of wisdom 
by more than 100 of the most respected women 
in the body of Christ today. Cindy Jacobs is the 
General Editor.

The Biblia de estudio para la mujer is a priceless 
treasure, poignantly revealing the Word of God 
to a woman’s heart.Now with a fresh, new look, 
The Biblia de estudio para la mujer is more 
relevant to today’s women than ever before!

Toda mujer le encanta recibir una carta de 
amor, y la Palabra de Dios es precisamente 
eso. La Biblia Mujeres de propósito presenta de 
manera hermosa la riqueza y verdad eterna 
de la Palabra viva de Dios, así como palabras 
sabias de más de cien de las mujeres más 
respetadas en el Cuerpo de Cristo de hoy día. 
Editora: Cindy Jacobs

Enriquece tu corazón, mente y espíritu con 
la Palabra de Dios. La Biblia de estudio para 
la mujer es un preciado tesoro, que revela 
de modo conmovedor la Palabra de Dios al 
corazón de la mujer.

ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
RVR 1960 (6-3/16 x 9-3/16, 1920 pages, 9 point type)
9780899222790  $44.99  Hardcover  Jacket Multicolor N Plain 12
9780899222806 $51.99 Hardcover  Jacket Multicolor Y Plain 12
Handy Size RVR 1960 (5-3/8 x 8-3/8, 1920 pages, 8 point type)
9780899227054 $27.99  Softcover  Shrinkwrapped Tan N Plain 20
9781602554566 $44.99 Leathersoft™ Slipcase Terracotta N Plain 12

SPIRIT-FILLED LIFE® BIBLE
BIBLIA PLENITUD, RVR 1960 

TEXT SAMPLE - 8 POINT

TEXT SAMPLE - 9 POINT

A popular study Bible for its use of notes and informative 
elements to emphasize a dynamic life, filled with the Holy 
Spirit’s power.

Una Biblia de estudio preferida por enfatizar en sus notas y 
elementos informativos una vida dinámica y llena del poder 
del Espíritu.
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ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
RVR (5-1/2 x 8-7/16, 1248 pages, 10 point type)
9780718096205 $7.99 Softcover None Multicolor N Plain 12
RVR (5-1/2 x 8-7/16, 736 pages, 6.5 point type)
9781418597993 $2.99 Softcover None Purple N Plain 28

ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
RVR (5-1/2 x 8-7/16, 256 pages, 8 point type)
9781418598150 $1.99 Softcover None Multicolor N Plain 50

“NEW LIFE” RVR NEW TESTAMENT 
NUEVO TESTAMENTO “NOVEDAD DE VIDA” RVR

RVR ECONOMY BIBLE  
SANTA BIBLIA RVR – EDICIÓN ECONÓMICA
First Edition or the Reina Valera Revisada 
Economy Bible for Outreach and Evangelistic 
purposes, as part of the 28 a la Vez Campaign.

The first edition of the Reina Valera Revisada 
Bible New Testament; introductory page, 
dedication space, and Plan of Salvation.

La primera edición de la Biblia Reina Valera 
Revisada en versión económica es ideal para el 
alcance evangelístico. Forma parte de la exitosa 
campaña 28 a la vez. 

La primera edición del Nuevo Testamento de 
la Biblia Reina Valera Revisada en versión 
económica; incluye página de dedicatoria y 
Plan de la salvación.

 
ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
NBD (5-1/2 x 8-1/4, 672 pages, 8.5 point type)
9781602551800 $6.99 Softcover None Multicolor N Plain 24

NBD ECONOMY BIBLE 
SANTA BIBLIA NBD, EDICIÓN ECONÓMICA

The ideal edition for people discovering the 
Scriptures for the first time! The new Biblia 
económica NBD helps you examine and 
discern God’s Word on many levels at a price 
that fits any pocketbook. Geared to reach a 
new generation in very accessible language, it 
provides the reader with essential tools for study 
and discipleship. 

¡La edición ideal para personas que están 
descubriendo las Escrituras por primera vez! 
La Biblia económica de la nueva versión NBD te 
ayudará a examinar y a discernir la Palabra de 
Dios en muchos niveles, a un precio alcanzable 
para cualquier presupuesto. Llévala a la iglesia, 
utilízala para evangelizar y estúdiala en la 
comunidad. 

ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
RVR (5-1/2 x 8-7/16, 944 pages, 8.5 point type)
9781400210794 $3.99 Softcover None  Multicolor N Plain 28

RVR OUTREACH BIBLE 
SANTA BIBLIA RVR, EDICIÓN MISIONERA

This RVR Outreach Bible is an affordable 
softcover perfect for evangelism and missionary 
work featuring the easy-to-read Comfort Print® 
font.

Esta Biblia RVR, Edición Misionera, es una 
herramienta perfecta para el evangelismo 
masivo y trabajo misionero, y cuenta con la 
nueva letra fácil de leer Comfort Print®.

ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
RVR 1960 (5-1/2 x 8-7/16, 768 pages, 6.5 point type)
9780718096267 $2.99 Softcover None Multicolor N Plain 28
9780718096229 $83.72 Softcover None Multicolor N Plain Box of 28
RVR (5-1/2 x 8-7/16, 960 pages, 8 point type)
9780718096182 $3.99 Softcover None Multicolor N Plain 12

RVR60 ECONOMY BIBLE 
SANTA BIBLIA RVR60, EDICIÓN ECONÓMICA

The Holy Bible RVR 1960 is easy to read and easy 
to share with readable 6.5 point font. A favorite 
Bible among pastors and everyone, used by 
millions both at home and abroad, this RV edition 
is perfect for reading and giving away. Perfect for 
churches and ministries buying in bulk.

El texto de la Reina Valera 1960 ahora 
disponible en la campaña de «28 a la vez», 
que ha llevado la Palabra de Dios a más de 
dos millones de personas. Ideal para iglesias y 
ministerios que compran en cantidades grandes.

 
ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
RVR 1960 (5-1/2 x 8-7/16, 1248 pages, 10 point type)
9780718096205 $7.99 Softcover None  Multicolor N Plain 12

RVR60 ECONOMY BIBLE, LARGE PRINT
SANTA BIBLIA RVR60, EDICIÓN ECONÓMICA CON LETRA GRANDE

The Holy Bible RVR 1960 is easy to read and 
easy to share with readable 10 point type size. 
This Bible includes a Plan of Salvation as well as 
helpful section headings. 

La RVR60 Santa Biblia, Edición Económica 
Letra grande es un clásico moderno. A un bajo 
costo y con letra grande, es ideal para iglesias 
y ministerios que compran en cantidades 
grandes.
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RVR60 NEW BELIEVER’S BIBLE 
RVR60 BIBLIA DEL NUEVO CREYENTE 

RV60 HOLY BIBLE SERIE 50 LARGE PRINT 
RV60 BIBLIA SERIE 50

ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
RVR 1960 (5-3/8 x 8-1/2, 1024 pages, 8.5 point type)
9780829769920 $9.99 Hardcover None Multicolor N Plain 24
9780829769937 $14.99 Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Brown N Gold Stain 24
9780829769623 $14.99 Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Blue N Gold Stain 24

ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
RVR 1960 (5-5/16 x 7-5/8, 1728 pages, 8.5 point type)
9780829702736 $34.99 Cloth Over Board O-Wrap Gray N Gray Stain 16
9780829702781 $34.99 Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Brown N Gold Stain 16

The Holy Bible Serie 50 provides the reader with tools for 
personal study of the Bible and to deepen on fundamental 
themes basic to every believer. The beloved text of the 
RV 1960 is complemented with cross-references and 
introductions to each book of the Bible that allow the 
reader to understand the historical context in which the 
book was written. Its size makes it easy to carry and the 
font Comfort Print 10 allows for fluent, clear and relaxing 
reading. All these elements come together in this volume 
providing stimulating reading and reflecting experience 
difficult to put aside or postpone.

FEATURES
• Handy size

• Introductions and outlines of each book

• Abridged concordance

• Jesus’ words in red

• Full color maps

• Harmony of the Gospels

• Answered prayers

• God’s plan for humankind

• Miracles in the Bible

• Table of weights and measures

• Comfort Print 10 point

La RVR60 Biblia del Nuevo Creyente «Todo Nuevo», fue 
diseñada para aquellos que dan sus primeros pasos en 
la fe cristiana. La guía práctica titulada «¿Y ahora qué?», 
responderá preguntas básicas y proporcionará consejos y 
sugerencias de lectura para los nuevos creyentes. Esta Biblia 
es ideal para iglesias y ministerios que efectúan campañas 
de evangelismo, viajes misioneros y otros eventos de 
alcance masivo. Incluye el texto completo de la traducción 
de las Escrituras más leída en español, la RVR60.

CARACTERÍSTICAS
• Texto íntegro de la RVR60, la traducción de la Biblia más 

leída en español

• «¿Y ahora qué?», una guía para todo nuevo creyente sobre 
los primeros pasos en la fe.

• Concordancia

• Página de presentación

• Tabla de pesos y medidas

• Plan de Salvación

• Planes de lectura bíblica

La Biblia Serie 50 provee al lector de herramientas 
para el estudio personal y la profundización en temas 
fundamentales para todo creyente. El altamente estimado 
texto de la Revisión 1960 de la Biblia Reina-Valera está 
acompañado de un conjunto de referencias cruzadas y de 
introducciones a cada libro de la Biblia que permiten ubicar 
al lector en el contexto histórico en el que el libro en cuestión 
fue escrito. Su tamaño manual facilita el poder transportar 
este volumen a cualquier lugar, y su letra de alta legibilidad 
Comfort Print 10 permite una lectura ágil, clara, y relajada. 
Todos estos elementos se conjuntan en este volumen para 
proporcionarnos una estimulante experiencia de lectura y 
reflexión bíblica, muy difícil de abandonar o posponer.

CARACTERÍSTICAS
• Tamaño manual

• Introducción y bosquejo de cada libro

• Concordancia concisa

• Palabras de Jesús en rojo

• 8 mapas a todo color

• Armonía de los Evangelios

• Oraciones contestadas

• Plan de Dios para el género humano

• Milagros de la Biblia

• Tabla de pesas y medidas

• Letra Comfort Print 10

The Spanish RVR60 New Believer’s Bible (Everything 
New), was designed for those taking their first steps in 
the Christian faith. A practical guide entitled “And Now 
What?” will answer basic questions and provide guidance 
and reading suggestions for new believers. This Bible 
is perfect for churches and ministries hosting Spanish 
language evangelism campaigns, mission trips, and other 
outreach events. It includes the full text of the most read 
Spanish translation of Scripture, the RVR60.

FEATURES
• Full text of the RVR60, the most read translation of the 

Bible in Spanish.

• “And now what?” guide for the new believer

• Concordance

• Presentation Page

• Table of Weights and Measures

• Salvation Plan

• Reading plans
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ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
RVR (6-1/4 x 9-1/4,1280 pages, 10 point type)
9781418598259 $24.99 Softcover None Blue N Plain 12
9781418598143 $29.99 Hardcover None Blue N Plain 12
9781418598440  $39.99 Leathersoft™ 2-piece Box Brown N Plain 12

 
ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
RVR 1960 (6-3/16 x 9-3/16, 1584 pages, 11.5 point type)
9780899227085 $34.99 Leatherflex 2-piece Box Black N Plain 12
9781602557864 $39.99 Leathersoft™ 2-piece Box Brown N Gold-Gilded 12 
9781602557642 $39.99 Leathersoft™ 2-piece box Black N Gold-Gilded  12

 
ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
RVR 1909 (6-3/16 x 9-3/16, 1104 pages, 11 point type)
9780899220130 $14.99 Softcover  Multicolor N Plain 12 
9780899227276 $29.99 Imitation Leather  Black N Gold-Gilded 12

 
ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
RVR (5-3/8 x 8-1/2, 1600 pages, 12 point type)
9781400210572 $24.99 Softcover None Orange N Plain 12 
9781400210589 $27.99 Hardcover Jacket Orange N Plain 12 
9781400210558 $39.99 Leathersoft™ 2-piece-Box Brown N Gold-Gilded 12

REINA VALERA REVISADA LARGE PRINT BIBLE 
BIBLIA REINA VALERA REVISADA LETRA GRANDE

RVR60 LARGE PRINT BIBLE 
SANTA BIBLIA RVR60 LETRA GRANDE   

RVR1909 LARGE PRINT BIBLE 
SANTA BIBLIA RVR1909 LETRA GRANDE   

RVR LARGE PRINT, HANDY SIZE BIBLE 
SANTA BIBLIA RVR LETRA GRANDE, TAMAÑO MANUAL

The Reina Valera Revisada Bible presents the 
basic text of the Casiodoro de Reina translation 
in a more accessible way. Revised under the 
sponsorship of Editorial CLIE by a team of 
specialists, scholars, and pastors of Spain and 
Latin American countries, led by Dr. Francisco 
Lacueva, this revision preserves the beauty 
and cadence of the Castillian Spanish, but also 
updates all archaisms, terms, and grammatical 
variations either old or not in current use, in 
favor of a greater clarity of language. Large print 
Comfort Print® 10 font size.

A Reina-Valera 1960 Bible with a 96-page 
concordance, introduction and outline at the 
beginning of each book, words of Christ in red, 
presentation page, plan of salvation, and full-
color maps. 

A beautiful Bible in the classic RVR 1909 version 
with comfortably-sized, easy-to-read type.

The Santa Biblia Reina Valera Revisada RVR, 
Letra Grande, Tamaño Manual features the full 
Reina Valera Revisada text in a handy portable 
size. The new Comfort Print® font delivers a 
smooth reading experience that complements 
this beautiful and classic translation of the Bible 
in Spanish.

La Biblia Reina Valera Revisada incluye el texto 
de la traducción de Casiodoro de Reina en un 
estilo más accesible. Revisado para el auspicio de 
Editorial CLIE por un equipo de especialistas, 
eruditos, y pastores de España y Latinoamérica 
dirigidos por el Dr. Francisco Lacueva, esta 
revisión preserva la belleza y cadencia del 
Castellano, pero actualizando todos los 
arcaísmos, términos y variaciones gramaticales 
ya en desuso, a favor de una mayor claridad 
del lenguaje. Letra grande en la innovadora 
tipografía Comfort Print® 10.

La Biblia Reina-Valera 1960 cuenta con letra 
grande y fácil de leer. Sus guías de estudio 
le permitirán disfrutar su tiempo leyendo o 
estudiando la Palabra de Dios.

Una Biblia hermosa en la versión de Reina-
Valera 1909 con una letra de tamaño cómodo y 
fácil de leer.

La Santa Biblia Reina Valera Revisada RVR, 
Letra Grande, Tamaño Manual presenta el texto 
completo Reina Valera Revisada en un práctico 
tamaño portátil. La nueva letra Comfort Print® 
brinda una experiencia de lectura fluida que 
complementa esta hermosa y clásica traducción 
de la Biblia en español.
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RVR60 HOLY BIBLE, SUPER GIANT PRINT 
RVR60 SANTA BIBLIA, LETRA SUPERGIGANTE 

ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
RVR 1960 (7 x 10-1/4, 1,792 pages, 18.5 point type)
9780829770001 $48.99 Leathersoft™ W/ Zipper O-Wrap with Tuck Flap Blue N Red Zipper 10
9780829702644 $55.99 Leathersoft™ W/ Zipper O-Wrap with Tuck Flap Blue Y Red Zipper 10
9780829702729 $48.99 Leathersoft™ W/ Zipper O-Wrap with Tuck Flap Brown N Red Zipper 10
9780829702743 $55.99 Leathersoft™ w/ Zipper O-Wrap with Tuck Flap Brown Y Red Zipper 10

This Reina-Valera 1960 Bible includes multiple study tools 
that complement the biblical reading, using the easy to read 
and innovative font Comfort Print 18.5. Reina Valera 1960 
is the Spanish version most popular. This special edition, 
in the attractive and innovative typesetting Comfort Print® 
18.5, will be the favorite of many who want to immerse 
themselves in the reading of the Word of God without 
distractions, thanks to its high readability and textual 
clarity. Features a Large font size concordance.

FEATURES
• Complete historical background of the Bible

• Concise concordance, basic references

• 8 full color maps

• 2 ribbons

• Single verse format

• Words of the Lord Jesus in red

• Perspectives of the Bible

• Prayers in the Bible

• Promises in the Bible

• Comfort Print font 18.5

Una Biblia Reina-Valera 1960 con múltiples herramientas 
de estudio para complementar la lectura bíblica, utilizando 
el claro e innovador tipo de letra Comfort Print 18.5. El 
texto de la Biblia Reina Valera 1960 es el más utilizado en 
español. Esta edición especial en la innovadora y atractiva 
tipografía Comfort Print® 18.5, será la favorita de todo el 
que desea sumergirse en la lectura de la Palabra de Dios sin 
distracción, debido a su altísima legibilidad y la claridad del 
texto. Presenta también una concordancia en letra grande.

CARACTERÍSTICAS
• Panorama completo de la Biblia

• Concordancia breve en letra grande, referencias básicas

• 8 mapas a todo color

• 2 cintas marcadoras

• Presentación por versículos

• Palabras del Señor Jesús en rojo

• Qué dice, oraciones, and promesas de la Biblia

• Letra Comfort Print 18.5

TEXT	BIBLES

 
ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
NVI (5-3/8 x 8-1/2, 832 pages, 7.5 point type)
9781404111400 $19.99 Hardcover None  Multicolor N Plain 24
9781404110793 $36.99 Leathersoft™ Boxed  Teal N Gold-Gilded 24
9781404110564 $36.99 Leathersoft™ Boxed  Rose N Gold-Gilded 28

 
ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
NVI (4-1/16 x 6-1/4, 1120 pages, 6.5 point type)
9781404110779 $29.99 Leathersoft™ Slipcase Teal N Stained 28
9781404111172 $34.99 Leathersoft™ Slipcase Purple N Stained 28

 
ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
RVR60 (4-1/8 x 5-5/8, 1168 pages, 6.5 point type)
9780899226279 $24.99 Hardcover Slipcase Blue N Plain 24

NVI PRECIOUS MOMENTS HOLY BIBLE  
SANTA BIBLIA PRECIOUS MOMENTS NVI

NVI PRECIOUS MOMENTS HOLY BIBLE, 
THINLINE COMPACT
SANTA BIBLIA PRECIOUS MOMENTS NVI, ULTRAFINA COMPACTA

RVR60 PRECIOUS MOMENTS HOLY BIBLE 
SANTA BIBLIA PRECIOUS MOMENTS RVR60

Whimsical and nostalgic Precious Moments 
Characters delight little hearts! The NVI 
Precious Moments Holy Bible includes full-color 
Precious Moments illustrations and the full 
text of the NVI Bible, the most read modern 
translation of the Bible in Spanish.

The most read modern translation of the Bible 
in Spanish, the NVI, with beautiful Precious 
Moments illustrations adorning our most 
beloved Bible Verses.

This beautifully designed Bible includes the 
full text of the RVR 1960, combined with 16 
full-color images of Sam Butcher’s angelic 
characters.

¡Los personajes de Precious Moments traen 
alegría al corazón de grandes y pequeños por 
igual! La Santa Biblia Precious Moments NVI 
incluye ilustraciones a todo color de Precious 
Moments y el texto completo de la Biblia NVI, 
la traducción moderna de la Biblia más leída de 
la Biblia en español.

La traducción moderna de la Biblia más leída 
en español, la NVI, con bellas ilustraciones 
de Precious Moments que adornan nuestros 
versículos favoritos. 

Esta Biblia diseñada maravillosamente incluye 
el texto completo de la versión Reina-Valera 
1960, combinada con 16 imágenes a todo color 
de los personajes angelicales de Sam Butcher.
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ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
RVR (5-3/8 x 8-1/2, 1088 pages, 9 point type)
9781400210862 $29.99 Hardcover O-Wrap Yellow/Gray N Plain 24 
9781400210848 $29.99 Leathersoft O-Wrap Brown N Plain 24
9781400210831 $29.99 Leathersoft O-Wrap Black N Plain 24

 

 
ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
RVR (4-1/16 x 6-1/4, 1024 pages, 6 point type)
9781404110243 $14.99 Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Pink N Stained 40
9781404110700  $14.99 Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Navy N Stained 40 
9781404110304 $19.99 Hardcover Slipcase Tan/Gray N Stained 40
9781404110526 $24.99 Leathersoft™ Slipcase Pink N Gold-Gilded 40

RVR THINLINE BIBLE 
SANTA BIBLIA RVR, EDICIÓN ULTRAFINA

RVR THINLINE COMPACT BIBLE 
SANTA BIBLIA RVR, EDICIÓN ULTRAFINA COMPACTA

The go-anywhere Reina Valera Revisada Thinline Bible, 
lightweight and portable, now with the enhanced readability 
of the Comfort Print® font. Additional features include a finely 
designed new layout, the words of Christ in red, a reading 
plan, and full-color maps.

Thin, light, and durable, the RVR Thinline Compact Bible was 
created with your busy life in mind. 

La Santa Biblia RVR Ultrafina, es ligera y portátil, fácil de 
llevar consigo a cualquier lugar, y cuenta con una inmejorable 
experiencia de lectura gracias a la nueva letra Comfort Print®. 
Incluye un fino nuevo diseño tipográfico, palabras del Señor 
Jesús en rojo, plan de lectura y mapas a todo color.

Delgada, ligera y resistente. La Santa Biblia Reina Valera 
Revisada Ultrafina Compacta fue diseñada para uso diario en 
el ajetreado mundo moderno.

 
ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
RVR 1960 (5-3/8 x 8-1/2, 832 pages, 8 point type)
9781400210770 $29.99 Leathersoft™ Clamshell Black N Silver-Gilded 28
9781400210756 $29.99 Leathersoft™ Clamshell Teal N SIlver-Gilded 28 
9781400210800 $29.99 Leathersoft™ Clamshell Blue N Silver-Gilded 28

RVR GIFT BIBLE 
BIBLIA Y REGALO RVR
The RVR Gift Bible, with the new and exclusive  Comfort 
Print®  typeface, is the perfect gift to recognize and 
celebrate accomplishments. This Bible showcases the full 
text of the  Reina Valera Revisada,  which features the 
original Casiodoro de Reina Spanish translation with a 
more current linguistic approach. It is a great option for 
graduations, baptisms and birthdays, or as a gift for new 
believers. 

FEATURES
• Presentation page

• New Comfort Print®  font, beautiful and easy to read

• Salvation Plan and Reading Plan

• Words of Jesus Christ in red

• Ribbon

• Full-color maps

La Santa Biblia y Regalo RVR con la nueva y exclusiva 
fuente Comfort Print® es el regalo perfecto para reconocer 
logros y metas alcanzadas. Incluye el texto completo de 
la Reina Valera Revisada, la cual ofrece la traducción 
original de Casiodoro de Reina en un estilo lingüístico más 
accesible. Es una gran opción para graduaciones, bautismos 
y cumpleaños, o como regalo para nuevos creyentes.

CARACTERÍSTICAS
• Página de presentación

• Nueva letra Comfort Print®, bella y fácil de leer

• Plan de Salvación y Plan de Lectura

• Palabras del Señor Jesús en rojo

• Cinta marcadora

• Mapas a todo color

TEXT	BIBLES
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COLORS OF FAITH BIBLE
BIBLIA COLORES DE FE

NVI POWER OF A PRAYING WOMAN BIBLE
BIBLIA EL PODER DE UNA MUJER QUE ORA NVI

 
ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
RVR 1977 (5-3/8 x 8-1/2, 1,600 pages, 10 point type)
9780718096281 $27.99  Hardcover  Multicolor N Plain 12
9780718096250 $34.99  Leathersoft™  Brown N Gold-Gilded 12

 
ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
NVI (6-3/16 x 9-3/16, 1632 pages, 10 point type)
9781602550421 $44.99 Hardcover Shrinkwrapped Cream N Plain 12

La creación

1Dios, en el principio, creó los cielos y la tierra. 2La tierra era 
un caos total, las tinieblas cubrían el abismo, y el Espíritua 

de Dios iba y venía sobre la superficie de las aguas. 3Y dijo Dios: 
«¡Que exista la luz!» Y la luz llegó a existir. 4Dios consideró que la 
luz era buena y la separó de las tinieblas. 5A la luz la llamó «día», 
y a las tinieblas, «noche». Y vino la noche, y llegó la mañana: ése 
fue el primer día.

6Y dijo Dios: «¡Que exista el firmamento en medio de las aguas, 
y que las separe!» 7Y así sucedió: Dios hizo el firmamento y separó 
las aguas que están abajo, de las aguas que están arriba. 8Al firma-
mento Dios lo llamó «cielo». Y vino la noche, y llegó la mañana: 
ése fue el segundo día.

9Y dijo Dios: «¡Que las aguas debajo del cielo se reúnan en un 
solo lugar, y que aparezca lo seco!» Y así sucedió. 10A lo seco Dios 
lo llamó «tierra», y al conjunto de aguas lo llamó «mar». Y Dios 
consideró que esto era bueno. 11Y dijo Dios: «¡Que haya vegeta-
ción sobre la tierra; que ésta produzca hierbas que den semilla, 
y árboles que den su fruto con semilla, todos según su especie!» 
Y así sucedió. 12Comenzó a brotar la vegetación: hierbas que dan 
semilla, y árboles que dan su fruto con semilla, todos según su 
especie. Y Dios consideró que esto era bueno. 13Y vino la noche, y 
llegó la mañana: ése fue el tercer día.

14Y dijo Dios: «¡Que haya luces en el firmamento que separen el 
día de la noche; que sirvan como señales de las estaciones, de los 
días y de los años, 15y que brillen en el firmamento para iluminar 
la tierra!» Y sucedió así. 16Dios hizo los dos grandes astros: el astro 
mayor para gobernar el día, y el menor para gobernar la noche. 
También hizo las estrellas. 17Dios colocó en el firmamento los astros 
para alumbrar la tierra. 18Los hizo para gobernar el día y la noche, 
y para separar la luz de las tinieblas. Y Dios consideró que esto era 
bueno. 19Y vino la noche, y llegó la mañana: ése fue el cuarto día.

20Y dijo Dios: «¡Que rebosen de seres vivientes las aguas, y que 
vuelen las aves sobre la tierra a lo largo del firmamento!» 21Y creó 
a 1:2 Espíritu. Alt. viento o soplo.

GÉNESIS
TEXT SAMPLE - 10 POINT

 
ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
RVR60 (4-1/8 x 5-5/8,1168 pages, 6.5 point type)
9781602558038 $27.99 Leathersoft™ 2-piece Box Onyx N Plain 24
9781602558045 $27.99 Leathersoft™ 2-piece Box Topaz N Plain 24
9781602558052 $27.99 Leathersoft™ 2-piece Box Burgundy N Plain 24
9781602558076 $27.99 Leathersoft™ 2-piece Box Aquamarine N Plain 24

RVR60 COMPACT EDITION BIBLE  
SANTA BIBLIA EDICIÓN COMPACTA RVR60

Over 1,600 passages are color-coded on 
important faith themes. Highlighted in 
full-color, this Bible is simple for all to read 
and understand. All topics and promises are 
arranged by color, to highlight the theme of 
salvation and how to put God’s word into 
practice in our daily faith walk. Using a large, 
readable 10 points font, bold in-text subject 
headings, full of bright colors, and the never-
ending truth of God’s Good News, this Bible is 
an exciting new way to study God’s Word for 
everybody.

This Special Edition Classic Bible  is available in the RVR 1977 
translation in a convenient size that consumers will want to 
carry anywhere.

Millions of readers have followed Stormie 
Omartian into a more meaningful prayer life 
through books such as The Power of a Praying 
Wife and The Power of a Praying Woman, and 
now they can walk with her into a deeper 
relationship with the Scriptures as well. 

Más de 1.600 pasajes que resaltan con diferentes 
colores los temas y promesas más importantes 
de la fe Cristiana. Esta Biblia es sencilla para leer 
y comprender. Todos los temas y promesas están 
organizador por color, para aprender acerca de 
la Salvación y sobre cómo poner la Palabra de 
Dios en práctica en nuestro caminar diario con 
Dios. Con letra de 10 puntos, clara y fácil de 
leer, títulos resaltados, llena de colores vibrantes 
y de la verdad inagotable de las Buenas Nuevas 
de Dios, esta Biblia es una manera nueva y 
emocionante de estudiar la Palabra de Dios.”

La Biblia Clásica Edición Especial está disponible en la versión 
Reina Valera 1977. Una Biblia de texto en tamaño conveniente 
y fácil de llevar a todas partes. 

Millones de lectoras han sido guiadas por 
Stormie Omartian y han obtenido una vida de 
oración más significativa a través de libros tales 
como El poder de la esposa que ora y El poder 
de la mujer que ora. Ahora su relación puede 
profundizarse aún más con las Escrituras. 
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THE BIBLE OF THE AMERICAS 
LA BIBLIA DE LAS AMÉRICAS  

ISBN-13 PRICE BINDING PACKAGING COLOR INDEXED EDGING CARTON Q
LBLA (5-3/8 x 8-1/2, 896 pages, 7.5 point type)
9780829769593 $29.99 Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Black N Gold-Gilded 24
9780829769784 $29.99 Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Brown N Gold-Gilded 24
9780829769654 $29.99 Leathersoft™ O-Wrap Lavender N Gold-Gilded 24

Full Updated Text of La Biblia de las Américas (LBLA) 
in a portable size and with attractive covers; words of the 
Lord Jesus Christ in red, and Comfort Print® 7.5 font. La 
Biblia de las Américas (LBLA) is an original work translated 
from the biblical Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek languages 
directly into modern Spanish. It is easy to understand, 
and it is also adequate for serious study, preaching, and 
daily reading of the Bible. It features the easy-to-read 
Comfort Print® 7.5 font. With a variety of elegant covers, 
this Bible compliments the beauty of the biblical text with 
outstanding quality and craftsmanship in its binding.

FEATURES
• Full text of the La Biblia de las Américas (LBLA) Spanish 

Bible

• Words of Jesus in red

• Presentation page

• Salvation Plan

• Table of Weights and Measures

• Ribbon marker

• Comfort Print® 7.5 font

El texto completo actualizado de La Biblia de las Américas 
(LBLA) en un tamaño portátil y atractivas cubiertas; con 
las palabras del Señor Jesús en rojo y letra Comfort Print® 
7.5. La Biblia de las Américas (LBLA) es una obra original 
traducida del hebreo, arameo y griego bíblico directamente 
al español moderno. Es comprensible para el público 
en general y también adecuada para el estudio serio, 
la predicación y la lectura diaria de las Escrituras. Esta 
LBLA Santa Biblia Ultrafina es ligera y portátil. Contiene 
la letra Comfort Print® 7.5, bella y fácil de leer. Gracias a 
una variedad de elegantes diseños de cubierta, esta Biblia 
complementa la belleza del texto bíblico de sus páginas con 
la calidad y hermosura de su encuadernación.

CARACTERÍSTICAS
• Texto completo de La Biblia de las Américas (LBLA)

• Palabras del Señor Jesús en rojo

• Página de presentación

• Plan de salvación

• Tabla de pesos, medidas y monedas

• Cinta marcadora

• Letra Comfort Print® 7.5
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Based on his classic 
bestseller, The Gospel 
According to Jesus, John 

MacArthur answers the 
age-old question: What did 
Jesus mean when He said, 
“Follow me”? In Only Jesus, 

author and teacher John author and teacher John 
MacArthur makes it clear 

that the gospel Jesus 
preached was a call to 

self-denial, radical 
changes, and serving Him. 

Call your representative to order today!
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SPIRTUAL GROWTH

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9780785229261 One Faithful LIfe $29.99  Hardcover John MacArthur 528 6x9 12

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9780785230755 Only Jesus $12.99  Hardcover John MacArthur 176 4 1/2 x 7 36

What is the essence of the gospel as Jesus Himself proclaimed it? How people answer that 
question is crucial to their understanding of what it means to be a Christian. Only Jesus 
explores what the Bible says about who Jesus is, what is saving grace, and what it means for 
Jesus to be both Savior and Lord of a person’s life.

Based on his classic bestseller, The Gospel According to Jesus, John MacArthur answers the 
age-old question: What did Jesus mean when He said, “Follow me”? In Only Jesus, author and 
teacher John MacArthur makes it clear that the gospel Jesus preached was a call to self-denial, 
radical changes, and serving Him. Difficult demands? Impossible in human terms? Yes, but 
attainable when we understand that the gospel is a call to faith, and genuine faith produces a 
heart that voluntarily responds to the ever-awakening reality of Christ’s lordship. Only Jesus 
examines the gospel that Jesus himself preached—with an eye toward gaining a thorough and 
proper understanding of the true way of salvation. He is the only One to whom we must turn 
for words of eternal life. This book is compulsory reading for Christians who want a deeper 
relationship with Jesus Christ and seekers who want to know who Jesus is and what  
he taught.

In One Faithful Life, you’ll encounter in a new way the life and writings of the apostle Paul. 
Weaving together Paul’s writings to the early church against the background of the Gospels 
and the dramatic story of Paul’s life as told in the book of Acts, One Faithful Life brings into 
vivid focus not only Paul’s biography, but also the circumstances and context underlying the 
epistles that make up most of the New Testament. Pairing Scripture text from the beautiful 
and trustworthy New King James Version with Dr. MacArthur’s section introductions and 
verse-by-verse explanations, One Faithful Life presents a powerful and encouraging vision  
of a life devoted to the gospel of Jesus Christ.

ONLY JESUS

ONE FAITHFUL LIFE

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• A complete harmony of Paul’s life and 

writings, yielding insights about the early 
church and the spread of the gospel

• Verse-by-verse explanations, section 
introductions, and commentary from 
trusted Bible teacher John MacArthur

• New King James version of the  
Scripture text

• Comprehensive reading plan

John MacArthur, author of many bestsellers that have touched millions of lives, is pastor-teacher of Grace 
Community Church, president of Master’s College and Seminary, and president of Grace to You, the ministry that 
produces the internationally syndicated radio program Grace to You. 

ADDITIONAL MACARTHUR RESOURCES AVAILABLE NKJV PAGE 8, 10, AND NASB PAGE 116, 117

S

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9781401676322  One Perfect Life  $29.99  Hardcover  John MacArthur  528  6 x 9  20

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9780785249689  The MacArthur Bible Handbook  $34.99  Hardcover  John MacArthur  592  6-3/8 x 9-1/4  10

THE MACARTHUR BIBLE HANDBOOK 
The MacArthur Bible Handbook is the ultimate book-by-book survey of the Bible, including 
charts, graphs, and illustrations from today’s leading expository teacher. A unique reference 
tool that is committed to quality and biblical teaching—will help you easily understand each 
book of the Bible, its historical context, and its place in Scripture. 

THE MACARTHUR TOPICAL BIBLE
The MacArthur Topical Bible is a comprehensive volume of 20,000 Bible topics and more than 
100,000 Bible passages, carefully cross-referenced and organized for quick and complete visual 
location.

Designed for beginning students as well as seasoned scholars, The MacArthur Topical Bible 
is useful with all Bible translations. The perfect companion to The MacArthur Study Bible.

ONE PERFECT LIFE 
Read the best news the world has ever been given about the most significant life in all 
history—Jesus Christ. In One Perfect Life, Dr. John MacArthur shares with us the complete 
story of the Eternal Christ from Genesis to Revelation. Using Matthew as the base text,  
Dr. MacArthur blends the gospels and other biblical material about Jesus into one continuous 
story that will help you better understand Scripture and grow stronger in your faith. No other 
harmony of the Gospels includes such extensive study notes to help you unpack the meaning 
of each verse.

       Also available in Spanish.

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9781418543761  The MacArthur Topical Bible  $59.99  Hardcover  John MacArthur  1600  6-1/2 x 9-1/4  8
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ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9781418500054  MacArthur Pastor’s Library: Counseling  $29.99  Hardcover  John MacArthur  320  6-3/8 x 9-1/4  24 
9781418543181  MacArthur Pastor’s Library: Evangelism  $29.99  Hardcover  John MacArthur  340  6-3/8 x 9-1/4  24 
9781418500061  MacArthur Pastor’s Library: Pastoral Ministry  $29.99  Hardcover  John MacArthur  384  6-3/8 x 9-1/4  24
9781418500047  MacArthur Pastor’s Library: Preaching  $29.99  Hardcover  John MacArthur  384  6-3/8 x 9-1/4  24

Do you desire to lead and preach with the passion and clarity of the great apostles? Search God’s Word for practical 
insights for counseling and reaching out to the lost in your community? The MacArthur Pastor’s Library will help you 
unfold the meaning of God’s Word effectively to today’s congregation.

Written by one of the most renowned pastors and teachers, Dr. John MacArthur, and his colleagues at The Master’s 
Seminary, this collection of preaching and ministry leadership resources are a must for every pastor as they establish 
the biblical priorities essential to effective ministry.

MACARTHUR PASTOR’S LIBRARY

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9781401676704  Evidence that Demands a Verdict  $29.99  Hardcover  Josh McDowell & Sean McDowell  880  6 x 9  6

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9780840744197  A Ready Defense: The Best of Josh McDowell  $24.99  Softcover  Josh McDowell  496  6 x 9  18

EVIDENCE THAT DEMANDS A VERDICT
The modern apologetics classic is now completely revised and updated—because the truth
of the Bible doesn’t change, but its critics do. With the original Evidence That Demands a Verdict, 
bestselling author Josh McDowell gave Christian readers the answers they needed to defend their 
faith against the harshest critics and skeptics. Since that time, Evidence has remained a trusted 
resource for believers young and old. Bringing historical documentation and the best modern 
scholarship to bear on the trustworthiness of the Bible and its teachings, this extensive volume 
has encouraged and strengthened millions. Now, with his son Sean McDowell, Josh McDowell has 
updated and expanded this classic resource for a new generation. 

A READY DEFENSE: THE BEST OF JOSH MCDOWELL 
Timely and biblically based, Josh McDowell’s work offers defenses in 60 of the most-challenged 
areas of faith. All in one easy-to-reference volume, this book will strengthen your commitment and 
help you stand firm against challenges to the truth.

EVIDENCE FOR CHRISTIANITY
Based on the expectation that a growing number of adults are becoming increasingly skeptical 
toward Christianity, there is a need for a solid body of persuasive evidence to be presented to them. 
This is McDowell’s hallmark sourcebook for doubting seekers as well as current believers who need 
persuasive information to share with friends.

HANDBOOK OF TODAY’S RELIGIONS 
Provides authoritative, evangelical perspectives on alternative religions. It includes Josh McDowell’s 
thorough, accurate information for analyzing and measuring these groups’ claims and beliefs 
against God’s Word.

HANDBOOK ON COUNSELING YOUTH 
Thoroughly researched, this easy-to-use handbook is designed to help parents, teachers, pastors, 
and youth workers guide today’s young people through the minefields of adolescence. From simple 
challenges to major crises, this book will equip adults to help youth cope with situations involving 
emotional issues, abuse, addictions, family issues, disorders, sexual issues, and much more.

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9781418506285  Evidence for Christianity  $19.99  Softcover  Josh McDowell  768  5-1/4 x 8-1/4  24

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9780840735010  Handbook of Today’s Religions  $29.99  Hardcover  Josh McDowell & Don Stewart  576  6 x 9  12

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9780849932366  Handbook on Counseling Youth  $22.99  Softcover  McDowell/Hostetler  560  7-3/8 x 9-1/4  12
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ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9780785216186 30 Days to Understanding the Bible $19.99 Softcover Max Anders  400 5-1/2 x 8-3/8 36
9780785209980 30 Days to Understanding the Christian Life  $24.98 Softcover Max Anders 420 6 x 9 18
 in 15 Minutes a Day!

SPIRTUAL GROWTH

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9780718030643 Brave New Discipleship $16.99 Softcover Max Anders 240 6 x 9 24

30 DAYS TO UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE
If you’ve ever confused the ark of the covenant with the ark of Noah, or Jericho with Jeroboam, 
Max Anders’ classic book, 30 Days to Understanding the Bible, is for you. In just fifteen minutes a 
day, you’ll learn the Bible’s key people, events, and doctrines to get more out of God’s Word. This 
simple-to-use, straightforward guide has been recommended by Bible teachers and pastors for 
thirty years, and now it’s available in an expanded thirtieth anniversary edition—with the most 
requested topics from the original edition restored and updated for today’s readers.

NEW CHRISTIAN’S HANDBOOK 
As a guide to the whats, whys, and hows of the Christian faith for new believers, well-respected 
pastor Max Anders helps ground new Christians in the faith. Thirty-six, easy to follow chapters 
deepen the understanding of biblical doctrines, while helping apply them to everyday life. Learn 
what God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit have done for the world and for you. 

 

BRAVE NEW DISCIPLESHIP
Brave New Discipleship integrates the best of modern educational research to guide the most 
effective discipleship strategy possible. Max explores Scripture and sheds light on what is 
negotiable and what is non-negotiable for modern ministry. For the reader in need of biblically 
sound ways to grow his or her church, Brave New Discipleship is a must-read.

MAX ANDERS’ WHAT YOU NEED TO 
KNOW SERIES
The Max Anders “What You Need to Know About...” series is made up 
of ten, 12-lesson study guides covering the fundamentals of Christianity. 
The ten books in the series together form a “Basic Knowledge” program 
for seekers, new believers, and veteran believers who want a stronger 
foundation in the Christian faith.

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9781418545932 New Christian’s Handbook $14.99 Softcover Max Anders 320 5-1/2 x 8-3/8 36

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9781401675349  What You Need to Know About Bible Prophecy  $12.99  Softcover  Max Anders  192  6 x 9  36
9781401675363  What You Need to Know About Defending Your Faith $12.99  Softcover  Max Anders  192  6 x 9  36
9781418546038  What You Need to Know About God  $12.99  Softcover  Max Anders  192  6 x 9  36
9781418546045  What You Need to Know About Jesus  $12.99  Softcover  Max Anders  192  6 x 9  36
9781418550301  What You Need to Know About Salvation  $12.99  Softcover  Max Anders  176  6 x 9  36 
9781401676131  What You Need to Know About the Spiritual Growth  $12.99  Softcover  Max Anders  192 6 x 9  36 
9781418548544  What You Need to Know About Spiritual Warfare  $12.99  Softcover  Max Anders  176  6 x 9  36
9781418546311  What You Need to Know About the Bible  $12.99  Softcover  Max Anders  192  6 x 9  36
9781418546298  What You Need to Know About the Holy Spirit  $12.99  Softcover  Max Anders  192  6 x 9  36

CONTAGIOUS DISCIPLE MAKING
In Contagious Disciple Making, David Watson and Paul Watson map out a simple method 
that has sparked an explosion of homegrown churches in the United States and around the 
world. A companion to CityTeam’s two previous books, Miraculous Movements and The Father 
Glorified, Contagious Disciple Making details the method used by CityTeam disciple-makers to 
equip spiritual leaders in communities where churches are planted. Unlike many evangelism 
and church-growth products that focus on quick results, disciple-making takes time to 
cultivate spiritual leadership, resulting in lasting movements. Through Contagious Disciple 
Making readers will come to understand that a strong and equipped leader will continue to 
grow the church long after church planters move on to the next church.

THE FATHER GLORIFIED
Learn the best methods for winning people to Christ with the help of CityTeam Ministries. 
In a follow-up to their book Miraculous Movements, the missionaries of CityTeam share 
more insights into how best to share God’s love around the world. The authors highlight the 
key scriptural principles that help Christians use faith-based discipleship to reach out in love 
in their own communities, outlining the principles of service to others that open doors of 
opportunity to the work of the gospel.

MIRACULOUS MOVEMENTS
How do the people most resistant to the transformative power of the gospel come to be 
its most devoted followers? Miraculous Movements recounts an amazing change taking 
place within Muslim communities where the truth of Jesus Christ is turning around the 
lives of thousands. Discover through the sometimes humorous, often sobering, but always 
enlightening and encouraging true stories how imams, sheikhs, and entire mosques are 
forsaking Islam and embracing Christ. This close look at what the Lord is doing to spread the 
gospel highlights the key scriptural principles that help Christians reach out in love in their 
own community. Author Jerry Trousdale works with CityTeam Ministries, an organization 
dedicated to helping disciples make disciples in more than thirty countries.

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9780529112200 Contagious Disciple Making $17.99 Softcover David Watson, Paul Watson 256 5 x 8 36

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9781418547301 The Father Glorified $14.99 Softcover Robertson/Watson/Benoit 256 5 x 8 36

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9781418547288 Miraculous Movements $12.99 Softcover Jerry Trousdale 208 5 x 8 36



176 177

STUDY RESOURCESCHURCH RESOURCES STUDY RESOURCESPASTORAL	&	MINISTRY

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT COLOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9780785252580  Nelson’s Minister’s Manual, KJV Edition $24.99  Bonded Leather  Black 256  5 x 7-1/8  24
9780785252597  Nelson’s Minister’s Manual, NKJV Edition $29.99  Bonded Leather  Black 256  5 x 7-1/8  40 
9780785250906  Nelson’s Minister’s Manual, KJV Edition $24.99  Hardcover  Black 256  5 x 7-1/8  20
9781418527761  Nelson’s Minister’s Manual, KJV Edition $24.99  Leathersoft™  Blue 256  5 x 7-1/8  24
9780785250890  Nelson’s Minister’s Manual, NKJV Edition $24.99  Hardcover  Black 256  5 x 7-1/8  20
9781418527754  Nelson’s Minister’s Manual, NKJV Edition $29.99  Leathersoft™  Tan 256  5 x 7-1/8  24

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
•  Sermon outlines for communion, baptisms, weddings, 

and other key ministry events

•  Verse suggestions curated for weddings, funerals, 
ministering to the sick, and other important occasions

•  Registration forms for ceremonies

•  Issues to address during premarital counseling sessions

•  Hospital visitation checklist

The minister’s life is punctuated by unscheduled emergencies in the lives of church members, friends, and other 
acquaintances. Here is a resource to help deal with those occurrences seamlessly. Nelson’s Minister’s Manual offers fresh and 
creative resources to help busy pastors with the ministry events each day brings.

MINISTER’S MANUALS

ADDITIONAL NELSON’S MINISTER’S MANUAL AVAILABLE NKJV PAGE 28 AND KJV PAGE 68  

ADDITIONAL NELSON’S PREACHER’S RESOURCES AVAILABLE NKJV PAGE 27 AND KJV PAGE 67

PASTORAL	&	MINISTRY

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9780718041830  Nelson’s Annual Preacher’s Sourcebook 2016 $24.99  Softcover Ken Hemphill  368 6 x 9  12
9781418548964 Nelson’s Annual Preacher’s Sourcebook, Volume 1 $24.99   Softcover Kent Spann, David Wheeler 560 6-3/8 x 9-1/4  12
9781401675714 Nelson’s Annual Preacher’s Sourcebook, Volume 2 $24.99    Softcover O.S. Hawkins 560 6-3/8 x 9-1/4  12
9781401675769 Nelson’s Annual Preacher’s Sourcebook, Volume 3 $24.99    Softcover O.S. Hawkins 592 6-3/8 x 9-1/4  12
9781401675868  Nelson’s Annual Preacher’s Sourcebook, Volume 4 $24.99   Softcover    O.S. Hawkins 416 6-3/8 x 9-1/4  12

NELSON’S ANNUAL PREACHER’S SOURCEBOOK
This trusted Nelson favorite has been updated and refreshed to equip today’s pastors. Organized for easy planning, 
Nelson’s Annual Preacher’s Sourcebook features full Sunday sermon options and sermon starters that follow the 
church calendar. New to this edition is an app that allows pastors to access content in a new and exciting way and lets 
them preach or teach directly from the device of their choice. Product also includes a CD-ROM so that pastors can 
customize content and print Word documents with ease.

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
•  Product includes free app and disc 

containing study and sermon helps

•  Fresh and updated contributors to better 
equip today’s pastor

•  Organized for easy planning

•  Sermons, creative outlines, illustrations, and 
quotes

•  Worship helps, including hymns, prayers, 
and Scripture texts

•  Inspirational thoughts and preaching 
techniques

•  Sermons for special occasions and holidays
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ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9780785233336 The Little Book of Where to Find It in the Bible  $5.99 Softcover Ken Anderson 324 3-1/2 x 5-1/4 36
9781401677848 Find What You Believe  $14.99 Softcover N/A 480 6-3/8 x 9-1/4 24 
9781404108844 Where to Find It in the Bible  $14.99 Softcover Ken Anderson 592 6-1/8 x 9-1/4 16 
9780529106506 All the Names in the Bible  $19.99 Softcover N/A 800 6-1/8 x 9-1/4  24
9781404108837 Find It Fast in the Bible  $19.99 Softcover N/A 816 6-1/8 x 9-1/4 12 
9780785252528 So That’s What It Means!  $19.99 Softcover N/A 464 6-3/8 x 9-1/4 24
9780785242703   What Does the Bible Say About… $19.99  Softcover N/A 480  6-3/8 x 9-1/4 20

The A to Z®  resources present authoritative, comprehensive, and current facts and articles about topics, giving insight into 
the Bible, traditions, teachings, institutions, leaders, and historical events in a comprehensive and easy-to-use format. 

A TO Z® RESOURCE SERIES

W.E.	VINE

W.E. Vine, M.A., was a classical scholar, skilled expositor, and a trustworthy theologian. Recognized internationally for his outstanding Greek 
scholarship, his Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, first published in 1939, represents the fruit of his lifetime labors and is an 
unsurpassed classic in its field.

VINE’S COMPLETE EXPOSITORY DICTIONARY  
OF OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT WORDS 
A Nelson exclusive. Study the meaning of biblical words in the original languages without 
spending years learning Greek or Hebrew. This classic reference tool has helped thousands dig 
deeper into the meaning of the biblical text. Explains over 6,000 key biblical words!

VINE’S CONCISE DICTIONARY OF OLD AND  
NEW TESTAMENT WORDS 
An easy-to-use edition of the best-selling classic. Dig into the meanings of the words used by the 
original Bible authors quickly and easily. Keyed to Strong’s reference numbers, each entry includes 
how the word is used, key occurrences in the Bible, and the English transliteration (the original 
word represented with English letters for pronunciation). 

VINE’S EXPOSITORY DICTIONARY OF OLD  
AND NEW TESTAMENT WORDS 
An affordable edition of the classic study resource. It includes thousands of biblical words in 
one English A-to-Z listing for each Testament. Each entry covers how the word is used, its key 
occurrences in the Bible, its English transliteration, and definitions of its various uses in the Old or 
New Testament.

W.E. VINE’S NEW TESTAMENT WORD 
PICTURES
W. E. Vine’s New Testament Word Pictures places every key word from 
Vine’s classic Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words in Bible book 
and verse-by-verse order. A great tool for students, pastors, teachers, and 
anyone who enjoys biblical word studies, this unique resource explains 
the meaning behind the key words and contains elements of a dictionary, 
concordance, and commentary. 

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9780785260202  Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of $39.99  Hardcover Vine /Unger  823 6-3/8 x 9-1/4 10
 Old and New Testament Words

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9781418501501  Vine’s Concise Dictionary of  $24.99  Softcover W.E. Vine 438  6-11/16 x 9-5/8 18
 Old and New Testament Words

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9780785250531  Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old $29.99  Hardcover W.E. Vine   1464  6-3/8 x 9-1/4  12
 and New Testament Words

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9780718036898 W.E. Vine’s New Testament Word Pictures: Matthew to Acts $24.99  Softcover W.E. VIne 1008 6-1/8 x 9-1/8  12
9780718036911 W.E. Vine’s New Testament Word Pictures: Romans to Revelation $24.99  Softcover W.E. VIne 1264 6-3/4 x 9-5/8 12
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STUDY RESOURCES STUDY RESOURCES CONCORDANCES/HANDBOOKSSTRONG’S	CONCORDANCES

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9781418500177  Pocket Bible Concordance $8.99  Softcover N/A 368  3-1/2 x 5-1/4  72
9781418500184  Pocket Bible Handbook $8.99  Softcover N/A  384  3-1/2 x 5-1/4  64
9780529106315 Nelson’s Foundational Bible Concordance    $14.99 Softcover  800 6-1/2 x 9-1/4  12
9780785252504  Compact Bible Concordance $14.99  Softcover James Strong 768  4-1/2 x 7-1/8  24
9780785252474  Compact Bible Handbook $14.99  Softcover Knight/ Edwards 416  4-1/2 x 7-1/8  32
9781418532185  New Strong’s Guide to Bible Words  $18.99  Softcover James Strong 304  6-1/8 x 9-1/4  36
9780785242550 The New Strong’s Concise Concordance $19.99  Hardcover James Strong 1200 6-3/8 x 9-1/4  12
 and Vine’s Concise Dictionary
9780785250586  Nave’s Topical Bible $29.99 Hardcover  Orville Nave 1632  6-1/2 x 9-3/8 10
9780785250340  The Hayford Bible Handbook $34.99  Hardcover Jack Hayford 864  6-3/8 x 9-1/4  10 

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9781418541699 The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible $39.99  Hardcover James Strong 1968  8-13/16 x 11-1/8  6

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9781418501488 The New Strong’s Concise Concordance of the Bible  $19.99  Softcover James Strong 770 6-11/16 x 9-5/8  14

THE NEW STRONG’S EXPANDED EXHAUSTIVE 
CONCORDANCE OF THE BIBLE
The New Strong’s Expanded Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible is the only Strong’s that 
includes the best of Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. 
Its original-language dictionaries contain three times more word study information than any 
other edition. This is the tool for finding any verse in the Bible and for studying the Greek and 
Hebrew words that lie beneath the English translation.

THE NEW STRONG’S EXHAUSTIVE 
CONCORDANCE
This handbook-sized edition of The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance gives you the 
in-depth reference information you want-wherever you need it: in class, at Bible study, 
or at home. Join the millions who regularly turn to Strong’s to look up a verse or discover 
the Hebrew or Greek word behind an important bible term. The New Strong’s Exhaustive 
Concordance in a new size for extra value!

THE NEW STRONG’S EXHAUSTIVE 
CONCORDANCE OF THE BIBLE
With The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible, you can locate any Scripture 
passage in the King James Version, as well as every Hebrew or Greek word behind the English 
words. Plus, it’s printed in large type, making it the easiest-to-read concordance you’ve 
ever used. For those who are serious about digging into the depths of Bible research, this 
concordance is essential to your Bible study library.

THE NEW STRONG’S CONCISE CONCORDANCE  
OF THE BIBLE 
Over 150,000 units sold! If you want the essentials of Strong’s scholarship in a convenient 
compact size, this is the concordance for you. The New Strong’s Concise Concordance of the 
Bible helps you locate the references you need quickly and easily. A trustworthy concordance 
that won’t slow you down. 

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9780785250562  New Strong’s Exhautive Concordance $29.99 Hardcover  James Strong 1920 6-3/8 x 9-1/4 8 

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9781418541682 The New Strong’s Expanded Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible $44.99  Hardcover James Strong 1968 8-1/2 x 10-7/8  6

CONCORDANCES AND HANDBOOKS
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ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9781418500160  Pocket Bible Dictionary $9.99  Softcover N/A 320  3-1/2 x 5-1/4  80
9780785252443  Nelson’s Compact Bible Dictionary $14.99  Softcover Youngblood/Bruce/Harrison 672  4-1/2 x 7-1/8  24
9780718013967 Nelson’s Foundational Bible Dictionary         $14.99 Softcover N/A 768 6-1/2 x 9-1/4 12
9781418503307 Nelson’s Student Bible Dictionary  $14.99  Softcover Bruce/Harrison/Youngblood 288  6 x 9 30
9780785252016  Smith’s Bible Dictionary $14.99  Hardcover William Smith 768  5-3/8 x 8  16
9780785250517   Illustrated Dictionary of the Bible $34.99  Hardcover Bruce/Harrison/Lockyer 1152  6-3/8 x 9-3/8  12
9780785246763  The New Strong’s Expanded Dictionary of Bible Words $34.99  Hardcover James Strong 1472 6-3/8 x 9-1/4  6
9780529106223 Nelson’s Illustrated Bible Dictionary  $54.99 Hardcover Ronald F. Youngblood  1280 6-1/4 x 9-1/8  6

BIBLE DICTONARIES

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9780785233343 The Ultimate Collection of Bible Trivia, Puzzles, and Facts $12.99 Softcover N/A 416 5-1/2 x 8-3/8  36 
9781418545987 What’s In the Bible? $14.99 Softcover Sproul/Wolgemuth   432 5-1/2 x 8-3/8  36 
9781418545970 World Religions $14.99 Softcover Gerald McDermott 144 5 x 7 36 
9781418549183  Learn the Bible in 24 Hours  $19.99  Softcover  Chuck Missler 352 7 x 9  24 
9780529020611 Lost Books of the Bible and the Forgotten Books of Eden $19.99 Softcover N/A 644 5-3/16 x 8-1/2  16 
9781418528034  Preacher’s Sourcebook of Creative Sermon Illustrations $19.99  Softcover Robert Morgan 848  6-3/8 x 9-1/4 12
9780785263241  Bible Answers For Almost All Your Questions $22.99 Softcover  Elmer Towns 608  6 x 9 20 
9781418500030  Christian Ethics in Plain Language $24.99  Softcover Kerby Anderson 256  6-11/16 x 9-5/8 18 
9781418541712  Nelson’s Complete Book of Bible Maps and Charts, 3rd Ed.  $24.99  Softcover N/A 480  7-1/4 x 9-1/4  12 
9780840752864 Talk Thru the Bible $24.99 Hardcover Wilkinson/Boa  576 6-3/8 x 9-1/4  12 
9781418541750 Chronological Guide to the Bible $29.99 Softcover  N/A 240  6-1/4 x 9-1/8 12 
9780785250494  Josephus: The Complete Works $29.99  Hardcover William Whiston 1184 6-3/8 x 9-1/4 12 
9780785250258  Swindoll’s Ultimate Book of Illustrations & Quotes $29.99  Hardcover Charles Swindoll 672  6-1/8 x 9-1/4  12
9780840774842  Gospel Parallels, NRSV Edition  $39.99  Hardcover  Throckmorton 256 8-1/2 x 10-3/4 13 
9781418503291   Christian Counseling 3rd Edition $49.99  Softcover Gary Collins 992  6-3/8 x 9-1/4  12 

REFERENCE RESOURCES
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STUDY RESOURCES STUDY RESOURCES BIBLE	COMMENTARIESWARREN	WIERSBE

WITH THE WORD
This highly readable, personal ‘conversation’ with Scripture guides you through each book, 
helping you reap the rich, life-changing applications on every page. A fresh approach which 
not only offers trustworthy exposition, but also provides a book-by-book, chapter-by-chapter 
tour through the glory of the Bible. You will be encouraged to develop your own personal 
Bible reading program and learn the power of meditation on its truth.

NELSON’S CHAPTER-BY-CHAPTER BIBLE 
COMMENTARY
End the frustration of being unable to locate a Scripture, find a biblical word definition, or get 
a historical fact when you need it. Within this time-saving and convenient Bible commentary, 
acclaimed Bible teacher Warren Wiersbe takes you through each book of the Bible, chapter by 
chapter, and makes it easy to:

• Develop your own Bible reading program
• Meditate on the Scriptures - seeking the truths God has for you
• Discover the rich, life-changing insights Wiersbe has gleaned from Scripture during his 

own years of walking with the Lord
• Understand and apply the spiritual truths you discover

POCKET NEW TESTAMENT BIBLE COMMENTARY
Acclaimed Bible teacher Warren Wiersbe takes you through the Old and New Testaments. 

FEATURES	INCLUDE
• Comprehensive chapter-by-chapter commentary 

• Convenient, pocket-size format 

• User-friendly style and simple easy-to-read format

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9781418500191 Pocket New Testament Bible Commentary $5.99 Softcover Warren Wiersbe  256 3-1/2 x 5-3/16  96

Warren W. Wiersbe, former pastor of the Moody Church and general director of Back to the Bible, has traveled widely as a 
Bible teacher and conference speaker. Because of his encouragement to those in ministry, Dr. Wiersbe is often referred to 
as “the pastor’s pastor.” He has ministered in churches and conferences throughout the United States as well as in Canada, 
Central and South America, and Europe. Dr. Wiersbe has written over 150 books, including the popular BE series of 
commentaries on every book of the Bible, which has sold more than four million copies. At the 2002 Christian Booksellers 
Convention, he was awarded the Gold Medallion Lifetime Achievement Award by the Evangelical Christian Publishers 
Association. 

ADDITIONAL WIERSBE RESOURCES AVAILABLE PAGE 13  

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9780785252498 Compact Bible Commentary $14.99 Softcover Radmacher/Allen/House  960 4-1/2 x 7-1/8  20
9780718024956 Nelson’s Student Bible Commentary        $19.99  Softcover Radmacher/Allen/House 528   6 x 9 12
9780785250470  Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary  $29.99  Hardcover Matthew Henry 1344  6-3/8 x 9-1/4  10
9781418503390  King James Version Bible Commentary $39.99  Hardcover N/A 1856  6-3/8 x 9-1/4  8 
9780785250661  The MacArthur Bible Commentary  $44.99  Hardcover  John MacArthur  2080  6-3/8 x 9-1/4  8
9780718076856 Believers Bible Commentary, 2nd Edition $49.99  Hardcover MacDonald/Farstad 2592 6-1/8 X 9-1/4 6  

BIBLE COMMENTARIES

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9780840792136  With the Word  $19.99  Softcover Warren Wiersbe   864  4-1/2 x 7-1/8  24

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9780785282358  Nelson’s Chapter-by-Chapter Bible Commentary  $9.99 Softcover  Warren Wiersbe 864  4 x 6  28
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STUDY RESOURCES STUDY RESOURCESBIBLE	COMMENTARIES BIBLE	COMMENTARIES

BIBLE COMMENTARIES

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9780785247746  #1: Genesis $19.99  Softcover Stuart Briscoe  400  6 x 9  32
9780785247753  #2: Exodus      $19.99  Softcover Maxie Dunnam  368  6 x 9  32
9780785247760  #3: Leviticus $19.99  Softcover Gary Demarest  336  6 x 9  48
9780785247777  #4: Numbers $19.99  Softcover James Philip  336  6 x 9  36
9780785247784  #5: Deuteronomy $19.99  Softcover John Maxwell  332  6 x 9  32
9780785247791  #6: Joshua $19.99  Softcover John Huffman  268  6 x 9  48
9780785247807  #7: Judges & Ruth $19.99  Softcover David Jackman  356  6 x 9  36
9780785247814  #8: 1 & 2 Samuel $19.99  Softcover Kenneth Chafin  368  6 x 9  36
9780785247821  #9: 1 & 2 Kings $19.99  Softcover Russell Dilday  484  6 x 9 24
9780785247838  #10: 1 & 2 Chronicles $19.99  Softcover Leslie Allen  416  6 x 9  32
9780785247852  #11: Ezra / Nehemiah / Esther $19.99  Softcover Mark Roberts  440  6 x 9 28
9780785247869  #12: Job  $19.99  Softcover David McKenna  316  6 x 9  40
9780785247876  #13: Psalms 1-72 $19.99  Softcover Donald Williams  528 6 x 9 24
9780785247883  #14: Psalms 73-150 $19.99  Softcover Donald Williams  534  6 x 9 24
9780785247890  #15: Proverbs $19.99  Softcover David Hubbard  504  6 x 9  24
9780785247906  #16: Ecclesiastes / Song of Solomon $19.99  Softcover David Hubbard  352  6 x 9 36
9780785247913  #17: Isaiah 1-39 $19.99  Softcover David McKenna  380  6 x 9 32
9780785247920  #18: Isaiah 40-66 $19.99  Softcover David McKenna  284  6 x 9  44
9780785247937  #19: Jeremiah & Lamentations $19.99  Softcover John Guest  376  6 x 9 36
9780785247944  #20: Ezekiel $19.99  Softcover Douglas Stuart  416  6 x 9  32
9780785247951  #21: Daniel $19.99  Softcover Sinclair Ferguson  240  6 x 9 36
9780785247968  #22: Hosea / Joel / Amos / Obadiah / Jonah $19.99  Softcover Lloyd Ogilvie  456  6 x 9 28
9780785247975  #23: Micah/ Nah/Hab/Zeph/Hagg/Zech/Malachi $19.99  Softcover Walter Kaiser  520  6 x 9 24
9780785247999  #24: Matthew $19.99  Softcover Myron Augsburger  320  6 x 9  36
9780785248002  #25: Mark $19.99  Softcover David McKenna  320  6 x 9  40
9780785248019  #26: Luke $19.99  Softcover Bruce Larson  364  6 x 9 36
9780785248026  #27: John $19.99  Softcover Roger Fredrikson  296  6 x 9 36
9780785248118  #28: Acts $19.99  Softcover Lloyd Ogilvie  368  6 x 9 36
9780785248040  #29: Romans $19.99  Softcover Stuart Briscoe  320  6 x 9 36
9780785248057  #30: 1 & 2 Corinthians $19.99  Softcover Kenneth Chafin  296  6 x 9 36
9780785248064  #31: Gal / Eph / Philippians /Coloss/Philemon   $19.99  Softcover Maxie Dunnam  412  6 x 9 32
9780785248071  #32: 1 & 2 Thess / 1 & 2 Timothy / Titus $19.99  Softcover Gary Demarest  344  6 x 9 36
9780785248088  #33: Hebrews $19.99  Softcover Louis Evans  256  6 x 9 36
9780785248095  #34: James / 1 & 2 Peter / Jude $19.99  Softcover Paul Cedar  264  6 x 9 36
9780785248101  #35: 1, 2, & 3 John / Revelation $19.99  Softcover Earl Palmer  248  6 x 9 36

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
• Easy-to-read format

• Useful outlines for teaching and 
preaching

THE PREACHER’S COMMENTARIES
General editor Lloyd J. Ogilvie brings together a team of skilled communicators to blend sound scholarship with life-
related illustrations and useful outlines for teaching  and preaching.

The Preacher’s Commentary is a paragraph-by-paragraph exposition of the New King James Version of the Bible, 
designed specifically for preachers and teachers. The commentary series covers the entire Bible. The section for 
each book includes an outline, a discussion of the background of the book, and commentary to help expositors 
communicate the truths of the Bible with vigor and vitality.

Dr. Lloyd John Ogilvie, retired Chaplain of the U.S. Senate, is the author of more than 40 books 
and a Gold Medallion award winner for his writing. His nationwide TV and radio ministry, 
“Let God Love You”, helped promote an evangelical resurgence. He pastored several churches 
and was named Preacher of the Year by Religion in Media. He continues to pursue his lifelong 
calling of speaking, teaching, and writing. 

Jon Courson founded the Applegate Christian Fellowship church in Southern Oregon with a congregation of twenty in 
1977. The church grew over the years to include approximately 7,000 people.  Jon is now pursuing his passion to raise 
up young men as pastors for the next generation and has established a Pastor Training School. In addition, Jon speaks 
nationally and internationally at numerous churches, conferences, and retreats. Jon’s SearchLight Ministry includes a radio 
program that airs his Bible teachings on more than 400 radio stations daily. He is the author of A Future and A Hope, A 
Day’s Journey, A Place For You and A Pillar By Day.

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
•  Commentary on the Bible from teacher and  

pastor trainer John Courson

•  New ideas for sermons and lessons

•  Perfect for devotional reading

•  Comprehensive Old Testament commentary  
in two volumes and New Testament in one volume

Jon Courson is one of the most exhilarating ministers today. In his unique style, Pastor Jon has written a Bible 
commentary series that is a scholarly work, but is easy to read and makes practical applications for us in our daily 
walk with Jesus. It is your opportunity to study the Bible with one of the great Bible teachers of our time.

JON COURSON’S COMMENTARIES

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9781418501464  Old Testament, Volume 1 (Genesis-Job) $49.99  Hardcover Jon Courson 1368  6-3/8 x 9-1/4  8
9781418501471  Old Testament, Volume 2 (Psalms-Malachi) $49.99  Hardcover Jon Courson 960  6-3/8 x 9-1/4  8
9780785251552  New Testament, Volume 3 (Matthew - Revelation) $49.99  Hardcover Jon Courson 1824  6-3/8 x 9-1/4  8
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ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
9780785212539  Complete Index $44.99 Hardcover J. Vernon McGee 512  7 x 10  16
9780840749734  Genesis through Deuteronomy $44.99 Hardcover  J. Vernon McGee 640 7 x 10  12
9780840749741  Joshua through Psalms $44.99 Hardcover  J. Vernon McGee 896 7 x 10   12
9780840749758  Proverbs through Malachi $44.99 Hardcover  J. Vernon McGee 1040 7 x 10   12
9780840749765  Matthew through Romans $44.99 Hardcover  J. Vernon McGee 768 7 x 10  12 
9780840749772  1 Corinthians through Revelation $44.99 Hardcover  J. Vernon McGee 1080 7 x 10  12 
9780785202790  #1: Genesis 1-15 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 204  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  36
9780785202820  #2: Genesis 16-33 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 188  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  40
9780785202967  #3: Genesis 34-50 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 180  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  40
9780785203001  #4: Exodus 1-18 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 168  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  44
9780785203018  #5: Exodus 19-40 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 156  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  44
9780785203155  #6: Leviticus 1-14 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 192  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  44
9780785203292  #7: Leviticus 15-27 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 168  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  46
9780785203322  #8: Numbers $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 204  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  40
9780785203469  #9: Deuteronomy $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 212  5-5/8 x 7-1/4 36
9780785203636  #10: Joshua / Judges $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 228  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  28
9780785203773  #11: Ruth $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 96  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  72
9780785203803  #12: 1 & 2 Samuel $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 308  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  48
9780785203940  #13: 1 & 2 Kings $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 320  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  24
9780785204138  #14: 1 & 2 Chronicles $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 288  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  36
9780785204275  #15: Ezra / Nehemiah / Esther $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 252  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  28
9780785204305  #16: Job $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 192  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  40
9780785204442  #17: Psalms 1-41 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 224  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  32
9780785204589  #18: Psalms 42-89 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 192  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  44
9780785204619  #19: Psalms 90-150 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 200  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  36
9780785204756  #20: Proverbs $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 260  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  28
9780785204893  #21: Ecclesiastes / Song of Solomon $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 192  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  40
9780785204923  #22: Isaiah 1-35 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 228  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  32
9780785205081  #23: Isaiah 36-66 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 204  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  38
9780785205111  #24: Jeremiah / Lamentations $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 216  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  24
9780785205258  #25: Ezekiel $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 216  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  36
9780785205395  #26: Daniel $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 208  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  36
9780785205425  #27: Hosea / Joel $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 180  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  40
9780785205562  #28: Amos / Obadiah $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 144  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  56
9780785205739  #29: Jonah / Micah $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 180  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  24
9780785205876  #30: Nahum / Habakkuk $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 120  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  60
9780785205906  #31: Zephaniah / Haggai $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 108  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  60
9780785206064  #32: Zechariah $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 204  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  36
9780785206231  #33: Malachi $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 108  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  72
9780785206378  #34: Matthew 1-13 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 204  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  36
9780785206408  #35: Matthew 14-28 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 204  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  40
9780785206545  #36: Mark $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 204  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  36
9780785206682  #37: Luke $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 312  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  24
9780785206712  #38: John 1-10 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 180  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  44
9780785206859  #39: John 11-21 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 192  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  40
9780785206996  #40: Acts 1-14 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 168  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  44
9780785207047  #41: Acts 15-28 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 192  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  40
9780785207184  #42: Romans 1-8 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 176  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  44
9780785207214  #43: Romans 9-16 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 144  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  52
9780785207351  #44: 1 Corinthians $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 204  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  40
9780785207498  #45: 2 Corinthians $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 156  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  48
9780785207528  #46: Galatians $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 144  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  52
9780785207665  #47: Ephesians $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 192  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  40
9780785207832  #48: Philippians / Colossians $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 192  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  40
9780785207979  #49: 1 & 2 Thessalonians $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 144  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  56
9780785208020  #50: 1 & 2 Timothy / Titus / Philemon $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 192  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  40
9780785208167  #51: Hebrews 1-7 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 152  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  44
9780785208334  #52: Hebrews 8-13 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 168  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  44
9780785208471  #53: James $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 120  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  60
9780785208501  #54: 1 Peter $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 108 5-5/8 x 7-1/4  60
9780785208648  #55: 2 Peter $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 96  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  72
9780785208785  #56: 1 John $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 164  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  44
9780785208815  #57: 2 & 3 John / Jude $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 132  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  52
9780785208952  #58: Revelation 1-5 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 152  5-5/8 x 7-1/4 44
9780785209003  #59: Revelation 6-13 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 192  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  40
9780785209140  #60: Revelation 14-22 $8.99  Softcover J. Vernon McGee 204  5-5/8 x 7-1/4  36

Radio messages from J. Vernon McGee delighted and enthralled listeners for years with simple, 
straightforward language and clear understanding of the Scripture. Now enjoy his personable, yet 
scholarly style in a 60-volume set of commentaries that takes you from Genesis to Revelation. A 
great choice for pastors and even a better choice for the average Bible reader and student! Very 
affordable in a size that can go anywhere.

THRU THE BIBLE COMMENTARY SERIES

FEATURES	INCLUDE	 		 
•  Leading experts clarify key points and 

promises from Genesis to Revelation

•  Shows you how each book of the Bible 
fits into the BIG PICTURE of heaven 
and earth

•  Lets you follow along with your Bible, 
book by book and insight after insight

The Bible is loaded with valuable insights for every area of your life. The Smart Guides to the BibleTM Series lets you uncover 
them all. Easy-to-follow icons guide you through the text and highlight key insights. Graphics and conversational language 
draw out the deep truths on every page. Lists organize and summarize the key points. You’ll feel smarter and ready to apply 
God’s Word to your life.

THE SMART GUIDE TO THE BIBLE™ SERIES

ISBN-13 TITLE PRICE FORMAT AUTHOR PAGE COUNT DIMENSIONS CARTON Q
The Smart Guide to the Bible Series
9781418509880     The Bible $19.99 Softcover Richards 352 7-1/4 x 9-1/4  12
9781418509934     The Book of Genesis $19.99 Softcover  Gibson & Richards       352 7-1/2 x 9-1/4  20
9781418510091      The Life of Moses $14.99 Softcover  Richards 384 7-1/4 x 9-1/4  20
9781418510053     Joshua, Judges & Ruth     $14.99 Softcover  Bertolini & Richards 384 7-1/4 x 9-1/4  20
9781418510046      Return from Exile $14.99 Softcover  Duck & Richards 384 7-1/4 x 9-1/4  20
9781418510107      The Book of Psalms       $19.99 Softcover  Connelly & Richards 416 7-1/2 x 9-1/4 20 
9781418510121 Life of Solomon $14.99 Softcover  Peters 384 7-1/4 x 9-1/4 20
9781418509989     The Book of Daniel $19.99 Softcover  Duck & Richards 384 7-1/4 x 9-1/4  20
9781418510060    The Book of Matthew     $19.99 Softcover  Bertolini & Richards 384  7-1/4 x 9-1/4  20
9781418509941     The Book of Mark $19.99 Softcover  Evans & Richards 352 7-1/4 x 9-1/4  20
9781418509965     The Book of Luke $19.99 Softcover  Gibson & Richards       352  7-1/4 x 9-1/4  20
9781418509910    The Book of John $19.99 Softcover  Johnson & Richards 320  7-1/2 x 9-1/4  20
9781418509972     The Book of Acts $19.99 Softcover  Girard & Richards 384 7-1/4 x 9-1/4  20
9781418510138  1 & 2 Corinthians $14.99  Softcover  Dewey Bertolini 352 7-1/4 x 9-1/4 20
9781418510077      Paul and the Prison Epistles     $14.99 Softcover  Miller & Richards 352 7-1/2 x 9-1/4  14
9781418510084      The Book of Hebrews       $19.99 Softcover  Girard & Richards 384 7-1/4 x 9-1/4  20
9781418509903     The Book of Revelation $19.99 Softcover  Richards 384 7-1/4 x 9-1/4  20
9781418509927    The Book of Romans $19.99 Softcover  Martin & Richards 320  7-1/4 x 9-1/4  20
9781418509996     The Life of Christ $14.99 Softcover  Girard & Richards 384  7-1/4 x 9-1/4  20
9781418510114      The Life of David $14.99 Softcover  Peters & Richards 384 7-1/4 x 9-1/4  20
9781418510008 Men of the Bible $14.99 Softcover  Miller 384 7-1/4 x 9-1/4 20
9781418510022      Prayers and Promises of the Bible $14.99 Softcover  Rogers & Richards 352  7-1/4 x 9-1/4  20
9781418509897      Women of the Bible              $14.99 Softcover  Miller & Richards 352 7-1/2 x 9-1/4  20
9781418509958      Prophecies of the Bible $14.99 Softcover  Duck & Richards 352 7-1/4 x 9-1/4  20
9781418510039     Nutrition & Health in the Bible $14.99 Softcover  O’Bannon & Richards 384 7-1/4 x 9-1/4  20



We understand the Bible is the core of what you do – it’s the core of what we do too! At HarperCollins Christian 
Publishing, we offer a variety of Bible styles, formats, and translations to meet all of your customers’ needs. We want 
to help you with the challenges that come with selecting the right Bible for each customer. That’s why we’ve developed 
the HarperCollins Christian Publishing retailer training website. 

The training portal will offer courses covering:
• Bible Translations • Bible Types • Bible Selling

COURSE CONTENTCOURSE OVERVIEW

KEY ELEMENTS & SUMMARIES
AT THE END OF EACH COURSE

RECEIVE A CERTIFICATE AND FREE 
HARPERCOLLINS CHRISTIAN PRODUCTS 

FOR COURSE COMPLETIONS

COURSES AVAILABLE ON
PC & MOBILE DEVICES

Asking questions is the best way to discover customers’ needs. It’s important to ask the right questions to lead the 
customer through the Bible buying process, and hone in on which are the best Bible options for their specific needs. 
By asking the right questions, you can make a Bible purchase easy for any shopper.

The Bible Decision Tree helps customers find the right Bible through answering a few questions.

Knowing who will be using the 
Bible is the first step in making  

the best choice. Keep in mind that 
the majority of Bibles purchased 

are for gifts, not personal use.

Bibles offer many different 
features including, giant 
or large print text, ribbon 

markers, the words of 
Jesus in red, thumbed 

indexes, concordances, and 
commentary notes.

Bibles are available in a variety of 
bindings including hard covers, 

paperbacks/flexsoft covers, leathersoft, 
and bonded leather. Asking the right 

questions will help you serve your Bible 
customers better and make sure they 

purchase the Bible they are looking for.

With several Bible options available, 
how someone plans to use their 
Bible is important. This question 
will narrow down the need and 

help you decide if you should show 
the customer a study Bible, a daily 
reading Bible, a devotion Bible, etc.

WHO IS
THIS BIBLE FOR?

HOW WILL THIS 
BIBLE BE USED?

IS THERE A 
TRANSLATION 
PREFERENCE?

FEATURES?

BINDING TYPE?
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192

NEW YEAR/NEW YOU
• 30 Days to Understanding the BIble
• NKJV, Woman’s Study Bible, Full-Color
• Journal the Word NKJV
• NKJV, The MacArthur Daily Bible
• Chronological Study Bible
• NKJV Study Bible, Full-Color Edition
• NET Bible, Journal Edition 
• NKJV Single Column Reference Bible
• ICB, Jesus Calling® Bible for Children

BLACK HISTORY MONTH/  
MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY
• KJV Thinline Bible Large Print 
• NKJV, Woman, Thou Art Loosed 
• KJV Journal the Word Bible

New Year/New You

Black History Month/ 
Martin Luther King DayJAN/

FEB
EASTER
• NKJV Spirit-Filled Life Bible
• NKJV Lighting the Way Home Family Bible 
• KJV Thinline Compact
• NKJV Precious Moments Precious Prayers Bible
• NIV, The Woman’s Study Bible, Full-Color
• The Orthodox Study Bible
• ICB, Bedtime Devotions With Jesus Bible 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
• NKJV, Abide Bible - 9780785226611
• KJV Thinline Bible Youth Edition 
• ICB, Prayer Bible for Children 
• NKJV, Deluxe Reader’s Bible  

MOTHER’S DAY
• NET Bible, Journal Edition 
• NKJV, Woman’s Study Bible, Full-Color 
• NKJV, Woman, Thou Art Loosed 
• NKJV, Women of Faith Devotional Bible  

GRADUATION
• NKJV Journal the Word Reference 
• KJV Deluxe Gift Bible
• NASB The MacArthur Study Bible Second Edition 
• ICB, Gift & Award Bible 

Easter

National Day of Prayer

Mother’s Day

Graduation

Vacation/Travel

Father’s Day

Wedding Season

National Audio Book Month

VACATION/TRAVEL
• NET Bible 
• The KJV Listener’s Audio Bible 
• KJV Thinline Reference Bible 
• The Word of Promise New Testament Audio Bible
• ICB Sequin Bible 
• NET, Abide Bible

FATHER’S DAY
• NIV, Maxwell Leadership Bible
• KJV The Charles Stanley Life Principles Bible Second 

Edition
• KJV Mossy Oak Ultraslim Bible
• NKJV, MacArthur Study Bible, Second Edition 

WEDDING SEASON
• NKJV Bride’s Bible 
• Family Life Marriage Bible

NATIONAL AUDIO BOOK MONTH
• The KJV Listener’s Audio Bible 
• The Word of Promise New Testament Audio Bible 

MAR/
JUN

WHEN IT COMES TO 

PLANNING YOUR

SEASONAL DISPLAYS,
THOMAS NELSON

IS HERE TO HELP!

We have pulled together a quick reference promotional 
guide to more than 20 holiday and themed displays for 
Bible and Study Resource products to take the guesswork 
out of in-store promotion and allow you to spend more 
time with your customers while still maintaining a fresh 
and energetic Bible department throughout the year.
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Whether your customer is in grade school, seminary, 
or somewhere in between, we have you covered when 
it comes to student resources.

194

INDEPENDENCE DAY
• The Chronological Study Bible
• The American Patriot’s Bible 
• KJV Seaside Bible 

BACK TO SCHOOL
• NKJV Study Bible
• Evidence That Demands A Verdict 
• KJV Preaching Bible
• NET Bible, Full-notes Edition
• NKJV Study Bible for Kids 
• NKJV Thinline Bible Youth Edition 
• ICB, Children’s Bible 
• NKJV, Children’s Outreach Bible

Independence Day
Back to SchoolJULY/

AUG
PATRIOT’S DAY (SEPTEMBER 11TH)
• The American Patriot’s Bible 
• NKJV, Mossy Oak® Bible 
• NKJV, Lighting the Way Home Family Bible 

GRANDPARENT’S DAY
• KJV, Grandmother’s Memories Bible 
• KJV, Thinline Bible, Giant Print 
• Providence Collection Family Bible, NKJV 
• NET Bible, Thinline Large Print 
• NIV, Lucado Encouraging Word Bible   

PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH
• KJV, The Charles F. Stanley Life Principles Second Edition
• KJV Minister’s Manual 
• NKJV, Personal Size Giant Print
• NET Bible, Full-notes Edition
• NKJV Scripture Journals - Complete Bible box set
• The Minister’s Bible – KJV 
• NKJV Super Giant Print Reference 

Patriot’s Day (September 11th)
Grandparent’s Day
Pastor Appreciation Month

NATIONAL BIBLE MONTH
• ICB, Children’s Holy Bible 
• NKJV Study Bible 
• Journal the Word Large Print NKJV
• NKJV, Center-Column Reference Bible, Verse-By-Verse
• The King James Study Bible, Full-Color Edition
• NET, Love God Greatly 
• KJV Preaching Bible 
• NET Bible, Full-notes Edition 
• NASB, MacArthur Study Bible, Second Edition 

VETERAN’S DAY
• KJV, Thinline Bible, Giant Print 
• The American Patriot’s Bible – KJV
• NKJV, The Maxwell Leadership Bible 
• NKJV, The Charles F. Stanley Life Priniples Bible,  

Second Edition
• NKJV, Open Bible 

THANKSGIVING
• KJV, Spirit-Filled Life Bible 
• The NKJV Devotional Bible for Women, Pink Edition
• ICB, Precious Moments Bible 
• NKJV, The Charles F. Stanley Life Principles Daily Bible
• NKJV, Single-Column Reference Bible 

NOV
National Bible Month
Veteran’s Day
ThanksgivingSEPT/

OCT

WELCOME THE

NEW SCHOOL YEAR
WITH THE BEST IN

BIBLE & STUDY RESOURCES

PRODUCT FOR STUDENTS

OF ALL AGES!
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Help your customer discover what the Christmas 
Season ia all about with a holiday display filled with 
their favorite products for the whole family.

CELEBRATE THE

BIRTH OF CHRIST
WITH A GIFT FOR EVERYONE

ON YOUR CHRISTMAS LIST!

196

CHRISTMAS
• NET Bible, Full-notes Edition 
• NET, Love God Greatly 
• The King James Study Bible, Full Color Edition
• NIV, Lucado Encouraging Word Bible 
• The Word of Promise Audio Bible
• NKJV Youth Bible 
• Minister’s Bible, KJV
• NKJV MacArthur Study Bible, Second Edition 
• KJV Open Bible 
• Charles Stanley Life Principles NASB, Second Edition 
• NET Journal Bible 
• Sequin Sparkle and Change Bible 
• NKJV Scripture Journals - Complete Bible box set 

DEC
Christmas

NOTES
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ALPHABETICAL INDEX

TITLE PAGE

30 Days to Understanding the Bible, 30th Anniversary 174

30 Days to Understanding the Christian Life 174
in 15 Minutes a Day!

 A

Abide Bible, NKJV 24

Airship Genesis Kids Study Bible, NKJV 144

All the Names in the Bible 178

American Patriot’s Bible, NKJV 21

Ancient-Modern Bible, NKJV 21

Apply the Word Study Bible, NKJV 19

 
B

Baby’s First Bible, KJV 130

Baby’s First Bible, NKJV 130

Bedtime Devotions With Jesus Bible, ICB 129

Believer’s Bible Commentary 185

Bible Answers for Almost All Your Questions 183

Bible for Kids, KJV 138

Blessed Garden Bible, ICB 130

Brave New Discipleship 174

Bread of Life Gospel of John, NKJV 55

Bride’s Bible, KJV 76

Bride’s Bible, NKJV 36

Butterfly Sparkle Bible, ICB 140

 
C

Center-Column Reference Bible, Verse-by-Verse, NKJV 45

Charles F. Stanley Life Principles Bible,  62
Second Edition, KJV 

Charles F. Stanley Life Principles Bible, Second Ed., NASB 113

Charles F. Stanley Life Principles Bible, Second Ed., NIV 105

Charles F. Stanley Life Principles Bible, Second Ed., NKJV  9

Charles F. Stanley Life Principles Daily Bible, NKJV 23

Checkbook Bible, KJV 75

Checkbook Bible, NKJV 38

Children’s Holy Bible, ICB 133

Children’s Outreach Bible, NKJV 143

Christian Counseling 3rd Edition 183

Christian Ethics in Plain Language 183

Christian Life New Testament, NKJV 55

Chronological Guide to Bible 183

Chronological Study Bible, NIV 109

Color Code Bible, NIV 144

Color Code Bible, NKJV 144

Compact Edition Bible, RVR60 164

Compact Kids Bible, Camoflage, ICB 138

Compact Large Print Reference Bible, KJV 82

Compact Large Print Reference Bible, NKJV 48

Compact Single-Column Reference Bible, NKJV 44

Complete Bible Dramatized, Audio CD, KJV 124

Contagious Disciple Making 175

Counseling 172

 
D

Deluxe Gift Bible, KJV 84

Deluxe Gift Bible, NKJV 51

Deluxe Reader’s Bible, NKJV 29

Devotional Bible For Women, NKJV 25

TITLE PAGE
E

Early Readers Bible, NKJV 142

Economy Bible RVR 154

Economy Bible, 28 PK, RVR 154

Economy Bible, 28pack, RVR60  155

Economy Bible, KJV 86

Economy Bible, Large Print, RVR60 155

Economy Bible, NBD 154

Economy Bible, NKJV 54

Economy Bible, RVR60 155

Economy Outreach Bible, Larger Print, NKJV 54

Evangelism 172

Evidence for Christianity 173

Evidence That Demands a Verdict 173

Explorer’s Study Bible, NKJV 145

Extreme Teen Study Bible, NKJV 56

 
F

Faith Colors Holy Bible, RVR77 165

FamilyLife Marriage Bible, NKJV 26

Father Glorified 175

Find It Fast in the Bible 178

Find What You Believe 178

Foundation Study Bible, KJV 65

Free on the Inside Bible, NKJV 55

Frost Bible, ICB 135

 
G

Giant Print Center-Column Reference Bible, KJV 80

Giant Print Center-Column Reference Bible, NKJV 46

Giant Print Center-Column Reference Bible, Premier 

Collection, KJV 80

Gift & Award Bible, ICB 139

Gift and Award Bible, KJV 84

Gift and Award Bible, NKJV 52

Gift Bible, RVR 162

Glitter Wings Compact Kids Bible, ICB 140

God’s Little Princess Bible, NKJV 137

Gospel Parallels, NRSV Edition 183

Grace for the Moment Daily Bible, NCV 119

Grandmother’s Memories Bible, KJV 66

H

Handbook of Today’s Religions 173

Handbook on Counseling Youth 173

Hayford Bible Handbook 181

Holy Bible Large Print, RVR60  157

Holy Bible New Testament, KJV 87

Holy Bible New Testament, NKJV 55

Holy Bible Super Giant Print, RVR60 160

Holy Bible, Larger Print, KJV 87

Holy Bible, Reference and Concordance, RVR 149

Holy Bible, Soft Touch Edition, KJV 74

Holy Bible, Soft Touch Edition, NKJV 37

 
I

Ignite, NKJV 56

Illustrated Dictionary of the Bible 182

TITLE PAGE
J

Jesus Calling® Bible for Children, ICB 134

Jon Courson’s Application Commentary 187

Josephus The Complete Works 183

Journal the Word Bible, KJV 69

Journal the Word Bible, Large Print, KJV 69

Journal the Word Bible, NKJV 31

Journal the Word Reference Bible, KJV 78

Journal the Word Reference Bible, NKJV 40

K

King James Version Bible Commentary 185

Know The Word Study Bible, NKJV 19

 
L

Large Print Bible, Handy Size, RVR 158

Large Print Bible, RVR 158

Large Print Bible, RVR1909 159

Large Print Bible, RVR60 159

Large Print Bible, RVR60  159

Learn the Bible in 24 Hours 183

Life in the Spirit Bible, KJV 66

Lighting the Way Home Family Bible, NKJV 22

Listener’s Audio Bible, Audio CD, KJV 124

Listener’s Audio New Testament, Audio CD, KJV 124

Lost Books of the Bible and the Forgotten Books of Eden 183

Lucado Encouraging Word Bible, NIV 106

Lucado Encouraging Word Bible, NKJV 7

 
M

MacArthur Bible Commentary 185

MacArthur Bible Handbook 171

MacArthur Daily Bible, NKJV 23

MacArthur Study Bible, Large Print, NASB 116

MacArthur Study Bible, Large Print, NKJV 10

MacArthur Study Bible, RVR60 151

MacArthur Study Bible, Second Edition, NASB 115

MacArthur Study Bible, Second Edition, NKJV 8

MacArthur Topical Bible 171

Matthew Henry Study Bible, RVR 148

Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary on 185
the Whole Bible

Maxwell Leadership Bible, NVI 150

Maxwell Leadership Bible, RVR60 150

Maxwell Leadership Bible, Third Edition, NIV 107

Maxwell Leadership Bible, Third Edition, NKJV 11

Minister’s Bible, KJV 68

Minister’s Bible, NKJV 28

Miraculous Movements 175

Mossy Oak UltraSlim Bible, KJV 76

Mossy Oak Ultraslim Bible, NKJV 36

N

Nave’s Topical Bible 181

Nelson’s Annual Preacher’s Sourcebook 2016 177

Nelson’s Annual Preacher’s Sourcebook, Volume 1 177

Nelson’s Annual Preacher’s Sourcebook, Volume 2 177

Nelson’s Annual Preacher’s Sourcebook, Volume 3 177

Nelson’s Annual Preacher’s Sourcebook, Volume 4 177

Nelson’s Compact Series: Compact Bible Commentary 185

Nelson’s Compact Series: Compact Bible Concordance 181

ALPHABETICAL INDEX

TITLE PAGE

Nelson’s Compact Series: Compact Bible Dictionary 182

Nelson’s Compact Series: Compact Bible Handbook 181

Nelson’s Complete Book of Bible Maps and Charts,  183
3rd Edition

Nelson’s Foundational Bible Concordance 181

Nelson’s Foundational Bible Dictionary 182

Nelson’s Illustrated Bible Dictionary 182

Nelson’s Minister’s Manual, KJV Edition 176

Nelson’s Minister’s Manual, NKJV Edition 176

Nelson’s Student Bible Commentary 185

Nelson’s Student Bible Dictionary 182

NET Bible, Full-notes Edition 94

NET Bible, Journal Edition 96

NET Bible, Pew and Worship 101

NET Bible, Single-Column Reference 100

NET Bible, Thinline 97

NET Bible, Thinline Large Print 98

NET Bible, Thinline Reference, Large Print 99

NET, Abide Bible 95

NET, Love God Greatly 93

New Believer’s Bible, NVI  156

New Believer’s Bible, RVR60  156

New Christian’s Handbook 174

New Life New Testament, RVR 154

New Spirit-Filled Life Bible, NIV 110

New Spirit-Filled Life Bible, NLT 117

New Strong’s Concise Concordance of the Bible 180

New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible 180

New Strong’s Exhautive Concordance 180

New Strong’s Expanded Dictionary of Bible Words 182

New Strong’s Expanded Exhaustive Concordance 180
of the Bible

New Strong’s Guide to Bible Words 181

New Testament Dramatized Audio, Audio CD, KJV 124

NKJV Scripture Journals - 1-2 Corinthians 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - 1-2 Peter 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - 1-2 Thessalonians 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - 1-2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - 1-3 John, Jude 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - Acts 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - Colossians 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - Complete Bible box set 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - Daniel 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - Ecclesiastes 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - Ephesians 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - Esther 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - Exodus 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - Galatians 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - Genesis 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - Hebrews 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - Isaiah 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - James 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - John 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - Luke 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - Mark 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - Matthew 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - Philippians 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - Proverbs 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - Psalms 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - Revelation 30

NKJV Scripture Journals - Romans 30

TITLE PAGE

NKJV Scripture Journals - Ruth 30
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The Jesus Bible, NVI 148

The Woman’s Study Bible, Full-Color, NIV 108

The Woman’s Study Bible, NVI 151

RVR

Economy Bible RVR 154

Economy Bible, 28 PK, RVR 154

Gift Bible, RVR 162

Holy Bible, Reference and Concordance, RVR 149

Large Print Bible, Handy Size, RVR 158

Large Print Bible, RVR 158

Matthew Henry Study Bible, RVR 148

New Life New Testament, RVR 154

Outreach Bible, RVR 154

RVR Study Bible 149

Spirit-Filled Life Bible, RVR 153

Thinline Compact Bible, RVR 163

Women of Destiny Bible, RVR 152

RVR 1909©

Large Print Bible, RVR1909 159

RVR 1960©

Compact Edition Bible, RVR60 164

Economy Bible, 28pack, RVR60  155

Economy Bible, Large Print, RVR60 155

Economy Bible, RVR60 155

Holy Bible Large Print, RVR60  157

Holy Bible Super Giant Print, RVR60 160

Large Print Bible, RVR60 159

Large Print Bible, RVR60  159

MacArthur Study Bible, RVR60 151

Maxwell Leadership Bible, RVR60 150

New Believer’s Bible, RVR60  156

Outreach Bible, RVR60  155

Spirit-Filled Bible, Handy Size, RVR60 153

The Woman’s Study Bible, RVR60 152

RVR 1977
Faith Colors Holy Bible, RVR77 165
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